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The Editor's Preface. 


T may, perhaps, be expected by the reader, that ſome account 

ſhould be prefixed to this work, more than he will find in the 
work itſelf, of the motives for publiſhing it, and ſuch other matters 
as cuſtom has made the ſubject of a preface; and in order to comply 
with the natural curioſity of this country, which is ftill exploring 
farther and farther into the reaſons of things, and is hardly ever 
to be ſatisfied, till it has ſifted an affair to the very bottom, I am 
going to acquaint him, that, though Mr. Thompſon has been 
ſome years in England, the eager deſire his numerous friends and 


acquaintance ſtill expreſſed to hear him relate his adventures, grew 


quite troubleſome to him; and, in his own defence, he yielded to 
my preſſing ſolicitations to digeſt the various and uncommon acci- 
dents that have chequered his life, into a narrative that ſhould at 
once eaſe him of that trouble of anſwering ſuch numbers of queſtions, 


as were every day put to him; and, at the ſame time made uſe of the 


aforeſaid reaſon to induce him to write, I urged the benefit it might 
be of to mankind, to behold a piture of human nature, as It really 
is, ſtruggling amidſt the war of the paſſions, that inſpire the breaſt, 
and, at length, through a ſeries of temptations, "—_— the better of 
vice, and adding to the triumphs of virtue and the virtuous. In- 
deed, he began, upon this diſcourſe, to think it his duty to publiſh his 


adventures, for which he has well given his other reaſons in the be- 
ginning of his hiſtory. Was my author known as much to the pub- 


lick in general, as he 1s by his particular friends, the veracity of all 
he has related of himſclf would never fall into doubt. Perhaps the 
kingdom cannot boaſt a man of more worth or more honour ; and he 
lives a bleſſing to the world, and the joy and comfort of his relations 
and friends: but need J enlarge on his character here, when he has 
ſo well portrayed himſelf in the book before me, and has given us a 
thorough repreſentation of an honeſt, upright heart? I know his 
father, and have the greateſt veneration for the ſon, who is a gentle- 
man of excellent endowments; and has joined, to a finiſhed educa- 


tion, all the experience that falls to a man's lot, who has ſeen the 


world, and inſpected it's principles of action on ſo many various oc- 
caſions. I promiſed him to reviſe and publiſh his performance; and 


he inſiſted I ſhould model it as I thought proper; but, I muſt own, I 


found it far ſuperior to correction, and exceeding all my moſt ſan- 
guine expectations; and I ventured only upon two alterations: he had 
wrote it as one continued narrative; but for the reader's greater plea- 
ſure, and the benefit of his memory, I have divided it into chapters, 


and added contents to each ; which, I think, though a modern way, 


is a manner that is uſeful and pleaſing ; and, as a celebrated author 
ſays, is like ereding ſo many baiting-places, or inns, for the travel- 
ler's refzeſhment in his petegrinations through our work. The other 

| liberty 


—_ : 
— —— es A A IT AI - — — 


= 
Ie —ũ —— — 


= _ 3 Moan a LOG — 


4 E DIT O R's PREFACE. 


liberty I took was this; that though he had made uſe of real names, 
I, knowing moſt of the perſons mentioned, thought it was not ſo eli- 


gible to ſuffer it to come abroad in that manner, and have changed 


many of the moſt remarkable, or beſt known names, into fiftitious 
ones, that are as expreſſive, as any I-could pitch upon, of the cha- 
racters of the perſons they repreſent; and I have uſed the ſame free- 
dom with the names of places in England, willing, as much as 
poſſible, to prevent any bad effects that might ariſe from the open- 


neſs and ſincerity of my author; and I have had the pleaſure to re- 


ceive a letter of thanks from him for my prudent caution. Names 


ſignify nothing, they are facts that my reader requires; and the re- 


flections that naturally ariſe from certain combinations of accidents of 
good and bad fortune, by which inſtruction and improvement is con- 
veyed to the mind. And now I am naturally led to ſay ſomewhat of 
the conſtruction and moral of the piece before me. The Life and 
Adventures of Joe Thompſon 1s a delineation of the condition of un- 
happy mortals, who are ſubje& to misfortune, and the aſſaults of vice; 
and, to attain any deſirable end, muſt wade through a ſea of troubles 
from without, and of ſtruggles and combats from within; and my 
author, not content with relating things ſimply, has deduced them 


from firſt principles; and has endeavoured to make it appear, that 


man is not born with any natural turpitude inherent in him; and that 


| It requires a long habit of vice and bad company entirely to root out 


thoſe ideas of religion and virtue he is ſupplied with by nature, and 
a good and careful education; nor, that once done, can an ingenu- 


ous mind thus, for ever, be debaſed, but will riſe 1 55 from the 
rubbiſh that ſurrounds it on every fide, again become 


ound and rea- 
ſonable. The ſeveral epiſodes that are interſperſed, here and there, 


as the adventures of Mrs. Goodwill, Mr. Prim, Mr. Saris, &c. have 
all of them ſo viſible a good tendency, that the moral need not be 
pointed out; and the whole work may be ſaid to exhibit the triumphs 
of virtue, all benign, ſerene, and amiable; and the defeats of vice 
baneful, obnoxious, and ruinous to mankind, both in ſoul and body. 
I muſt lock upon my author a little in another light alſo, with regard 
to the reflections, maxims, and inſtructive leflons, ſcattered through 
every page of his adventures. And here I muſt own his manner and 
ſpirit charms me; and gives me ſo high an opinion of his ſagacity 


and good ſenſe, that, though I ever had the greateſt affection for 


him, yet, methinks, whenever I read thoſe breathings, let me call 
them, of a generous and noble ſoul, my affection is heightened, to a 


prodigious degree, more than ever; and I believe our reader will ad- 


mit, with me, that they make the work a ſyſtem of ethicks and mo- 
rality, as much as it is an hiſtory or ſeries of adventures. 

The French, who are noted for their numerous lives and memoirs, 
have introduced the moſt trifling and jejune circumſtances, that hap- 
pen to a man, therein, by which they have made that kind of writing 
the ſubjeQ of ridicule and ſatire ; but, ſure, if, with proper dignity 
and decorum, the tranſactions of a buſy life are given to the world, 
it may be ſaid to become as uſeful, or more ſo than the moſt ſhining 
examples exhibited in perſon, as it makes a greater impreſſion upon 


-the heart, and ſinks more deeply into the mind: and I muſt ſay this 


for our countrymen, that they have given the world works of this 
nature, that far ſurpaſs the productions of our neighbours, and have 
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in them all the eaſy flow and politeneſs of the French, together with 

the nervous ſtrength and fire of the Engliſh: And I believe it will be 
admitted, without diſpute, that this brave nation diſplay, in their 
hiſtories and biography, a manner and ſentiment peculiar to a free 
people, which can never be imitated by the flaves of deſpotick go- 
VEYNMENTS. | 

The language of my author is beautiful, and applicable to the ſub- 
ject he treats of; common events are related in familiar words, but, 
when it is required, no one can riſe into more apt and proper ſtrains z 
and in thoſe you diſcover the man, and the genuine caſt and diſpo- 
ſition of his ſoul. You have no uncouth and unnatural flights of the 
falſe ſublime; no diſtorted images are introduced; nor 1s the fancy 
bewildered with far-fetched figures and crude ideas, which never. 
exiſted any where but in the brain of the writer. The whole pro- 
duction is one even champaign country; and the verdant hills and leafy 
thickets, that are here and there interſperſed, are ſo many beauties 
that add to the delightful proſpect of the fruitful plain, without tiring 
or ſickening the ſight. The very ſubject of love is treated of with a 
delicacy that muſt pleaſe and charm; and, though all the juſtice due 
to the delightful ſex is done them, yet, in the moſt warm and paſ- 
ſionate flights, nothing is ſaid or implied that can ſhock the niceſt ear, 
or kindle a bluſh even in the face. of innocence herſelf. 

In a word, I look upon it as a book of the utmoſt merit, and, I 
will ſay, importance, particularly to the youth of both ſexes, as in- 
culcating juſt notions of things, wiping the prejudices of education 
from the mind, 1nſpiring generous and worthy ſentiments, encoura- 
ging benevolence, love to mankind, and all the ſocial virtues and 
duties that ought to reſide in the boſom of rational creatures: I might 
ſay alſo, in the words of my motto, it ſerves— _ . 


© To wake the ſoul by tender ſtrokes of art; 
© To raiſe the genius, and to mend the heart.“ 


Hiftory and lives have been agreed, on all hands, and by the con- 
ſent of all ages, to be of the greateſt value to the world, if they relate 
the actions of the writer or hero with fidelity and impartiality. Hi 
tory may be ſaid to be the general fountain, 5ography a ſtream that 
runs from it. As the fountain is not ſo acceſſible to the generality of 
the world, it cannot be of ſuch univerſal uſe as the ſtream which every 

one can come to, to ſlake his thirſt at after knowledge; and there, 
in that tranſparent mirror, may behold himſelf, and learn how to 
form his future behaviour in life; beſides, hifory uſually treats of the 
actions of ſuch beings as are beyond the common ken, the great and 
the exalted; who, as they ſeldom a& by rule themſelves, are very 
improper patterns for other people beneath them. „ 

The life of a man, faithfully related, if crouded, like that of Mr. 
Thompſon, with a variety of intereſting events, by the entertainment 
it muſt of courſe afford, captivates the mind, and carries one on to 
read, whether one will or no. It is drawn by theſe captivating ſtrains 
that we purſue the thread of the moſt crabbed truths with pleaſure; 
and the moſt ſublime dictates, which had elſe, perhaps, never em- 
ployed our thoughts, become taking and familiar. Virtue, as re- 
preſented by certain ſour philo/ophers and divines, wears ſo many diſ- 
1 B 1 5 couraging 
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conraging airs abopt her, that the ſoul,” young and pliant to the baits 


of pleaſure, looks on her with averſion, and denies harbour to the 
troubleſome gueſt, who ſeems to frown upon him with too much 


auſterity. Thence aroſe the ancient method of inſtructing by fable, 


from which it woul& be no hard matter to prove that every other is 
derived; though I. own it to be a bold aſſertion. Wiſe men and 


tators to the riſing generation began to ſee their error in telling home 
truths,” and forcing dogmatical maxims on the young mind; they 


therefore gilt the pill, and, under theſe little tales, brought by de- 


grees, to perfection, what too much precipitancy and ſeverity would 


have rendered for ever diſtaſteful. i . 
Works of the biographical ſort, as they have employed the pains 


of the authors, ſo have they gained the applauſe of all countries; 
and, from a view of the uſefulneſs of them and the emolument arifing 


from thence, ſome Genii have endeavoured to improve upon the mat- 
ter, and have publiſhed great numbers of fictitious /zves and bi/ftorizs 
of perſons that never have exiſted ; and a ſwarm of romances have over- 
ſpread and deluged the world; ſome of them execrably 8 
rather to corrupt unwary youth, by repreſenting all ſober an 


reproach. We have bad men of all ranks, no doubt; but there are 
ſome orders of men, that, in a peculiar manner, ought rather to have 
their vices concealed, than expoſed, as the ignorant are apt to make 


very odd conſtructions, and to recur from the perſon, and charge that 


on his profeſſion, which ought only to be charged upon the man: 
others, to excite mirth, and entertain the reader's vicious taſte, have 
repreſented ſuch ſtrange and ludicrous characters, as ſure never exiſt- 
ed, but in imagination; uncouth as the characters of the famed Rabe- 
lais, which no one can liken to any thing but thoſe ſhadowy, fantaſtick 
repreſentations of the ba/ele/s fabrick of a viſion, that ſport in our 
fancies, when laid in the arms of ſleep. Others there are, who, in- 
deed, may boaſt of great beauties, and their authors of great merit; 
in which virtue is inculcated in a moſt amiable manner, and the 
heart is, ſtep by ſtep, led on to generous and noble ſentiments; but 
ſtill; whilſt they have the characters of romances, people will not give 
themſelves the needful trouble to inſpe& the moral; or, if they do, 


imagining it the product of mere imagination, it paſſes off as a fine 


fangled tale, and makes no deep or laſting impreſſion. In a real life 
founded on facts, like this, of a perſon now in being, where every 
thing may be depended upon, and goes upon the ſtandard of truth; 


where, it wears thoſe indelible marks of fidelity that diſtinguiſh it from 
| fiction and invention; where one fact or circumſtance naturally 
ows from another, and you ſee nothing either impoſſible or 1mpro- 


bable in the narration; real ſervice is done to mankind; and we can- 
not forbear comparing the character of the author with our own, and 


endeayouring to imitate the bright and ſhining parts of his conduct 
and behaviour, and to eſchew thoſe parts which appear to us abſurd, 


immoral, and ridiculous: and I think, where the life, ſo written, 
proceeds from the pen of the hero himſelf, things are ſo intimately 
deſcribed, and the motions of the heart are ſo anatomized and diſ- 
ſeed, and He relates what he feels, or has felt, ſo ſenſibly, that it 
adds freſh force and vigour to every thing the writer would jnculcate ; 
and we alternately, with him, feel the ſtarts of joy, and the move- 
- — ments 


regular 
behaviour as ridiculous, and proſtituting the moſt ſacred characters to 
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ments and burſts of ſorrow, upon every reviving or mortifying OCCUr- 
rence that happens. 

My author, I think, is all over new, and has followed the track 
of no former writer; his ſtyle and manner is peculiar to himſelf; nor 
has he borrowed any thing from others, ſave here and there a beauti- 
ful paſſage his memory ſuggeſted to him, from our belt and fineſt 
poets: this our reader will rather account, I dare ſay, a perfection 
than a blemiſh, and thank him for it, as they are not brought in in- 
congruouſly and 1mproperly. 

Thus I commend Joe Thompſon to the peruſal bf all ranks of peo- 
ple. The fair of this happy land will rife improved from their read- 
ing, as well as the generous youth, who pants after inftruftion, In 
families 1t ſhould become a kind of Monitor, and in /chools a Vade 
Mecum; and that it may be as much admired by others, as it is by 


me, and may be of univerſal ſervice to mankind, is the ſincere and 
hearty prayer of 
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VOLUME THE FIRST. 


ſome ſuperior gratification to the mind 


"CHATS -- than the deſire of praiſe, or an inclina- 

5 nation to perpetuate a name; theſe are 

THE AUTHOR'S MOTIVES FOR mean and low ſpurs to ſuch an at- 
WRITING HIS ADVENTURES— tempt; and believe me, gentle reader, 
HIS BIRTH—ACCOUNT OF HIS was I not thoroughly convinced from 
PARENTS — MANAGEMENT OF reaſon, as well as an higher authority, 


HIM TILL HE ARRIVES TO AN that every aim, every action of our 


AGE SUFFICIENT FOR SCHOOL lives, ſhould as well be directed to the 


—is PUT UNDER THE TUITION good of our fellow-creatures as to our 


OF MR. PROSOD Y. | own purpoſes, and that I am ſilently 
| 55 | accuſed by my own conſcience for not 
HEN a man's life has having been of ſo much ule, by ſetting 
been one continued ſcene a proper example, which is the great 

W of misfortunes and diſ- work of life, as I am aſſured is the 

| treſs, and when theſe ills deſign of Providence, that every indi- 
— have been brought upon vidual ſhould do, but have perverted 
him principally by his the ends of my exiſtence in the groſſeſt 

own bad conduct, his prevailing vices, manner, in the former part of my 
and repeated cximes, he cannot poſſibly time, I ſhould have had no inclination 
be ſuſpected to be afted upon by vani- to have ſubmitted this hiſtory to thy 
ty, or a luſt of applauſe, to relate his inſpection. It is as much as lies in 
adventures: ſuch a relation muſt then my power to atone for my former neg- 
be diftated by other and better motives, lect, which fits heavily upon my ſoul, 
for it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe- that that I venture to appear thus upon the 
the writer could reap any ſelf- ſatisfac- ſtage, and to act over again thoſe ſcenes 
tion, by making the humbling and which plunged me into the moſt tor- 
mortifying diſcovery of ſuch actions as turing miſeries, If my pains anſwer 
muſt incur the cenſure, and be deſpiſed the end I fincerely propoſe; if, whilſt 
by the bulk of mankind, and can ne- the entertaining and the amuſing capti- 
ver engage their approbation. vates the reader, I may be the means 
he recapitulation of a life, even of to caution the giddy and thoughtleſs 
the moſt ſhjning events, ſhould propoſe part of the world from the * 2 
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mou and extravagance, by a lively re- 


prefentation of the ſufferings they ne- 


ver fail to produce; if by repreſenting 
Jovely virtue in all her flow of genuine 


native charms, with all her train of in- 


ſpiring encouraging rewards, I ſubdue 
and melt the heart to a love and vene- 
ration for her precepts; if by diſplay- 
Ing vice, ail baneful and odious, ſtrip- 
ped of thoſe artful enſnaring diſguiſes 
that ſo bewitch our depraved appetites, 
I make fome of her votaries ſicken at 
the nauſeous ſight, and abandon her 
guilty triumphs over the reaſon and 
over the good ſenſe of our race; great 
will be my reward, and I ſhall applaud 
myſelf for my labour. 

A pleaſant and well ſituated village 


in the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire was 


the place of my nativity; my father 


was a clergyman, and deſcended from 
a family of conſiderable repute in that 
country; he enjoyed the vicarage where 
J was born, of which he had Fecn the 


incumbent for near ten years before: 
from a fond and tender affection he 


married my mother, without the leaſt 
conſideration of adding to his fortune; 


but, though they had been wedded for 
five years, they had had no child, to their 
great concern and diſquiet; fo that T 


Was received with the utmoſt feſtivity 


and rejoicing, as a boon from Provi- 


dence, like the Child of the Promiſe. 
Our neighbourhood was ſurrounded 


by gentlemen's feats, and the pariſh in 


general had a moſt high eſteem for my 


father: he was then in the full vigour 
of his age. An education of the moſt 


3 and liberal caſt had humanized 
his mind, without giving him that un- 


couth ſtiffneſs, that unſociable beha- 
viour, very often the diſagreeable at- 


tendants of learning and ftudy. To 
a perfect knowledge of books, in al- 
moſt every language, he had joined a 
knowledge of mankind, and a polite- 
neſs of addreſs; which, without tak- 
ing from the dignity of his function, 
diſcovered, in every thing he ſaid or 
did, the fine gentleman. Though he 
was a thorough ſon of the Church of 
England, he never, either in his ſer- 


mons or common diſcourſe, betrayed 
the leaſt animoſity or prejudice againſt 


the many ſects and parties into which 
religion 18 divided; but prayed for, 


and wiſhed well to, every honeſt up- 


right man, let his manner of thinking, 


as to the ſpeculative part of religion, 
be what it would. He was, at once, 
the paſtor, the phyſician, and the um- 
* of every diſpute that aroſe amongſt 
is flock: and, as his living was a 


very good one, he never exacted his 


dues with ſeverity, but exerciſed, on 
every occaſion, the moſt diffuſive be- 
nevolence, charity, and hoſpitality. 
He had married my mother whilſt he 
was at the univerſity, and had ever 
preſerved the tendereſt regard and af- 
fection for her, the ſole and only ob- 
ject of his fondeſt wiſhes. Nature ſeem- 
ed in her to have formed a recompence 
for ſo much virtue and goodneſs as 
exiſted in my father: her perſon was 
agreeable; but ſuch a mind ſhone 
through that perfon as wonderfully 
dignified every action of her life. The 
little levities and frailties of the ſex 
ſhe was an utter ſtranger to ; her very 
love to her huſband was conducted 
with an air of ſo much real good ſenſe 
and diſcretion, that every body was 
charmed that approached her, He had 
furniſhed her foul with every uſeful 
knowledge that renders a woman ami- 
able and uſeful; which rather was im- 
proved by the œcOmy and domeſtick 


management of her family affairs, in 


which ſhe took great delight, and 
where a regularity and decorum is ſo 
much the ornament of a good woman. 
They lived together in a real harmony 
and friendſhip which trifles never had 
the power to diſturb; and- then were 
ſo happy as to have had very few con- 
fiderable diſquiets. 

Such was the pair to whom I had the 
happineſs to be born; 'and I the more 
particularly have'deſcribed them to let 


the world know that I had no excuſe 
to plead for my ſubſequent follies, 


from the bad qualities or examples of 
my parents, which have generally fo 


viſible an effect on the actions of their 


children. | 
When I arrived at about three years 
of age, my father, who doated upon 
me, took me under the ſhadow of his 
own wings, and began to teach me the 
uſe of my letters; his maxim being, 


that even that infantile branch of edu- 


cation ſhould be conducted with pro- 
priety, and not truſted to old women, 
who can ſcarcely ſee the letters they 
pretend to teach. Under his endear- 
ing care, at five I read every yrs 

With 


with a proper emphaſis; and had im- 
bibed from him fuch precepts of mo- 


rality as ſuited with my years. At. 
ſix I could write a tolerable good 


hand, and was eſteemed a very ſharp 
and promiſing child: my proficiency 
ſurprized every body; and the quick 


progreſs I made, induced the eountry- 


women to ſay, that it was impoſſible 
I ſhould live, I was ſo ſharp and fo 
witty. 8 


of the way of education in publick 


ſchools, in my ninth year, by which 
time I had made ſome progreſs in the 
Latin tongue, determined to ſend me. 
from home, for my farther inſtruction 
in the languages. He uſed to ſay, that 


a number of youths together generally 
ſpurred and excited each other to an 
emulation in their purſuit of learning, 


and laid the foundation of a knowledge 


of the world, and of friendſhips with 


one another of the utmoſt uſe in the 


future courſe of life. 


As I had been fo tenderly treated at 


home, the thoughts of being ſent from 
my parents gave me ſome childiſh con- 


cern, which was ſoon diffipated vhen 


I was informed how many ſports I 
ſhould partake of with my ſchool-fel- 
lowsz for I had yet had no other com- 
panions than my father's family, he 


himſelf having condeſcended to divert 
himſelf with joining in my moſt puer 


ile amuſements. 


After ſome difficulty, my father 


fixed upon a gentleman of his own or- 
der, near a town about twenty miles 


from us, who kept a boarding-ſchool, 


whom he knew to be a man of conſider- 
able learning, and who had alfo the re- 


putation of treating his ſcholars with 


humanity and kindneſs: accordingly, 
after every thing was provided, my 
father and mother ſet out with me for 


the houſe of Mr. Proſody, for that 


was the name of my intended tutor. 


At our arrival we were received by 
this gentleman with great civility.“ 


Every thing ſettled, and dinner over, 
they took their leaves of me, whilſt I 
could not refrain from tears, which I 
ſhed in abundance at this firſt ſepara- 


tion from them; my mother not for- 


getting to leave me a token of her love 
in my pocket, which was of great im- 
portance to gain the good-will of my 
ſchool-fellows. Ve 


My father, who very much approved 
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CHAP. II. 
DIGRESSION ON scHOOL MASTERS. 
— CHARACTER OF MR. PRO- 


SODY *AND | HIS' WIFE, AND 


THEIR DAUGHTER .URSUL A 
_ MISERABLE TEMPER OF HIS 
MASTER AND MISTRESS—AVA-" 
RICE THOUGHT TO BE CON 
 STITUTIONAL - MISS URSULA 
IN LOVE, WHICH IS OPPOSED 
BY HER FATHER—HE MAKES: 
GREAT PROGRESSIN HIS LEARN 
' ING=—=ALMOST STARVED=——ROBS 


\NISHED. | | 


8¹ NCE H have been capable of re- 
) fleftion, I have often been puzzled 


ts find a reaſon, not only why parents 
were ſo miſtaken in providing proper 
inſtructors for their ide, but alſo 
how ſo many improper perſons were to 
be found in ſo very intereſting a pro- 
feſhon as that of the education of 
youth. The ſolution of the firſt diffi- 
culty 1s pretty hard, and various rea- 
ſons, I think, may be aſſigned; but I 
believe the principal ones are want of 


attention, and that the generality of 
parents fondly view the defired end, 
but are not ſo anxious, nor take ſo 


much pains, about the means to pro- 


cure it. This, indeed, 1s the misfor- 


tune of moſt of us in every thing we 
undertake; and mankind, in the groſs, 


may bg ſaid to purſue laudable views, 
but are woefully deficient in the means 


to attaja them; and thus, for want of 
a proper forethought, and ſagacious 
deliberation, what ſhould redound to 
our great benefit often proves the re- 
verſe. That we have ſo many queer 
and improper tutors is not ſo h 


learning whoſe ſouls never were formed 
to tafte the Pierian ſpring; and after 
waſting a number of years in acquir= 
ing a knowledge of the dead languages, 


without any thing elſe. to recommend 


them, they launch into the world; 
but their ſmall abilities not affording 
opportunities to riſe, having little other 
knowledge to recommend them, they, 
per force, retreat for ſhelter from want 
to the buſineſs of a ſchool-maſter, where 


alone they can be important, and re- 


taliate 


- 


ORCHARDS—IS SEVERELY U- 


Irs i ard to 
account for; many men are deſtined to 
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and in that capacity he ha 
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taliate the bad conduct of their parents 
on the morals and breeches of our 
children: ' | 

I ſoon diſcerned the difference be- 
tween being under the tender eyes of 
my parents and the harſh and crabbed 
documents of my maſter, and ſubje& 
to the humours of his family. Mr. 
Profody was now in the down-hill part 
of his life, the aſcent of which had 
heen turmoiled with care and anxiety, 

rtly flowing from the hardſhips he 

d undergone in a pitiful curacy, and 
partly from his own want of genius, 
and the ſordid diſpoſition of his heart, 


which influenced, and i} continued 
o influence, all his motions. He had 


thus contracted ſuch an habitual mo- 
roſeneſs of countenance, that, when- 
ever you looked at him, you muſt con- 


ceive the moſt unfavourable idea of a 


mind that could ſo uncouthly paint a 
viſage with lines of ill nature and 
ſourneſs, He was, indeed, a good 
claſſical ſcholar; and, in ſaying that, 
vou exhauſted the whole {cope of praiſe 


that was juſtly due to him. . To his 
family and pupils he was a compleat 


tyrant; and, in the exerciſe of the 
birchin diſcipline, Buſby of old was 
but a mere type of him. He had the 
moſt profound regard to orthodoxy in 
e and did not ſcruple to damn 
A 


all thoſe that differed from him in 


ientiment, either as to religion or poli- 
ticks; and his neighbours in geperal 
ſtigmatized him with the name of a 
Jacobite; and, indeed, he really was a 
concealed Nonjuror: however, the 
n of the woe rel to 
ook upon him as a good pedagogue, 

X . exited all 
the latter days of his life, and had 
raiſgd a pretty conſiderable ſym of 
money in that employment. His wife, 
Mrs. Deborah Proſody, was as odd a 
figure as can poſſibly be imagined ; ſhe 
was ſomewhat protuberant behind, 
which has robbed her of her fulneſs 
before; and her face was a moſt diſ- 


agreeable aſſortment of forbidding fea- 
tures; ſmall light-coloured yh ſhe 


had, but fo buried in their ſockets, 


that they could be compared only to 
thoſe of an owl; and the motion of 


her eye-lids reſembled ſomewhat that 
of the nictating membrane of birds; 
her mouth was ſcrewed up, and be- 
trayed her deficiency of teeth; and the 


pointed extremities of her chin and 
\noſe were in ſuch approximation with 
each other, that the former generally 
plentifully bedeyed the latter with it's 
trickling diſtillations; her ſkin ap- 
peared like a parchment that has been 
ſhrivelled up by the heat of the fire; 
and this worthy perſonage had been 
very aſſiduous to- aſſiſt her huſband's 
accumulating temper, by pinching the 
guts of the boys in equal proportion to 
the food he beſtowed upon their brains. 
Her 'avarice. was unbounded, and the 
betrayed her diſpoſition in every action 
ſhe performed; ſhe uſed to harangue 
plentifully on the ſalutiferous and 
grateful nature of ſoups, and the ex- 
cellent properties of mutton-dripping, 
which was, from it's healing and bal- 
ſamick qualities, given to us in lieu 
of butter; and, as to water, ſhe had 
diſcovered more virtues in the uſe of it 
than ever Hancock did, Her ſtature 
was low, and a conſtant habit of fret- 
fulneſs kept her as lean as the picture 
of Famine could be ſuppoſed to be, I 
cannot help obſerving, by the bye, that 
avarice generally lurks under ſuch ap- 
pearances: and I queſtion if that vice 
is not in ſome meaſure conſtitutional ; 
for where nature has denied that flow 
of generous juices that warm and in- 
vigorate the human frame, and has 
beſtowed them in a ſpare and niggard 


manner, the heart diſtends not to gene- 


rous and kind ſentiments, feels not the 
warmth of benevolence and charity; 
but, being buried and confined in as 
aduſt or ** breaſt, dies away into 
the ſtarveling ideas of jealouſy, ſuſpi- 
cion, and covetouſneſs; moſt of the 
ſubjects of their ſordid reign being of 
this meagre frame and habit of body. 
Miſs Urſula, the daughter and heireſs 
of this mighty pedagogue, was turned 
of thirty, and had been a ſlave to the 


humours of her parents from her cradle; 


whoſe authority love had now made 
her demur to, ſhe having conceived an 
affection for Mr. Job Harrow, the fon 
of a neighbouring farmer, who firſt 
taught her to own the ſway of that 
powerful deity. She was not diſagree» 
able in her perſon, which was, how- 
ever, of the largeſt ſize, and her fea- 
tures were regular; and, had Miſs not 
been a little too much given to pride, 
ſhe would have been a tolerable com- 
panion for life, for him or any other 

| farmer 
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farmer in Yorkſhire, Young Harrow 
was as arch a file as any in the county, 
and was more enamoured, it was ſup- 
poſed, with the. old man's bags than 
with his daughter; but Old Surly was 
abſolutely againſt his Urſula's diſpoſing 
of herſelf; and the reaſon was, that 


he knew he muſt lug out his purſe up- 


on the occaſion; and that was a reflec- 
tion that included too much horror for 
him to indulge. He uſed to declaim 
then greatly againſt children's leaving 
their parents for an huſband, and in- 
ſiſted upon it as a duty incumbent on 
them to cloſe their eyes before they 
entered into wedlock. Urfula, however, 
little reliſhed this doctrine, and was 
over head and ears in love, which oc- 
caſioned much bickering between he 
and her father and mother. 55 
As I had made ſome proficiency at 
home, I was immediately put into the 
third form, where they were reading 
Virgil; and, in about a year's time, I 
was foremoſt of the ſecond claſs, and 
began to reliſh the elegancy of the 
politeſt and bet Roman authors; but, 
whilſt I thus improved in my learning, 
J grew in condition as fleek and thin 
as a running-horſe, from the ſhort- 
commons that were generally my por- 
tion, We had about thirty boarders; 
and our miſtreſs ſo managed matters, 


that what would ſcarcely have kept 


life and ſoul together in half that num- 
ber, ſufficed us all. b 

She had an excellent talent of mak - 
ing a great deal out of a little; and a 
ſmall quantity of meat generally reliſh- 
ed a tremendous vaſe of ſoup or broth, 
which had little other reliſh than that 
of the ingredients of the root or herb 


kind; and as to our bread and our 


cheeſe, ſhe contrived to have them ſo 
ſtale and hard, that our jaws were tired 
before we could ſatisfy our hunger. 
My caſe, indeed, was better than that 
of moſt of my comrades, as my father 
ſeldom let me want money; and I had 
preſents frequently ſent me by Other 
relations; but which, as I was ſwayed 
by great generoſity of temper, 1 was 
pretty free in diffuſing the benefits of 
to my particular favourites. No won- 
der if we laid the orchards and gardens 
of the vicinity under frequent contri- 
butions, as our boyith love of fruit 
Was thus ſtimulated by hunger; and, 
indeed, our depredations were ſo no- 
torious, that we were fre quently faund 


z 
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out, and our ſmarting poſteriors com- 


monly paid for the devaſtations we 
made. The ſeverity this diſcipline was 
practiſed with by our maſter, raiſed a 
down-right hatred and contempt in 


moſt of us towards him; but we made 


a point of it never to complain to our 
parents, being aſhamed of tuch a po- 


verty of ſpirit and weakneſs, enduring 


the ſmart, without much fear or come 
N cages by a long courſe of habit; 

„for my part, being naturally of a 
high mettle, and given much to un- 


luckineſs and waggery of all forts, 


ſoon became chief and leader of the 


reſt in all our pranks, and generally 


came off with the greateſt ſhare of 
puniſhment, which I bore with the re- 
ſolution of a martyr; and had ſo often 
gone through a courſe of flogging, 
that my breech was become perfect 1 
hardened and callous. My ambition, 
however, which exceeded all the reſt 
of my paſſions, made me very aſſiduous 
at my book ; ſo that, at the end of three 
years, I became the admiration of my 
maſter himſelf, and the envy of my 


ſchool-mates. 
| He H A P. II, 5 
HE ROBS HIS MASTER's FAVOURITE 
PEAR-TREE—IS DISCOVERED, 
AND SEVERELY SCOURGED— 
SOOTHED BY HIS MASTER AND 
MISTRESS —RESOLVES TO BE 


REVENGED —CATASTROPHE OF 
AN EXTRAVAGANT GENTLEMAN, 
WHOSE GHOST HAUNTS HIS Ma- 
STER'S HOUSE —HE TERRIFIES 


HIS MASTER AND THE FAMILY== - 


ACCOUNT OF THE CONFUSION 
THEY ARE IN, 


H ITHERTO our ravages had 
been carried on at ſome diſtance 
from home; but our matter having a 
very fine pear-tree in a garden which 
was kept under lock and key, I pro- 
poſed to two or three of thoſe boys who 


formed our council, that we ſhonld 
make an attack upon thoſe tempting 


cates. I urged the abſurdity of keep- 
ing us from the enjoyment of ſuch a 
banonet ; ſaying, as we were part of 
his zamily, we ought to have an un- 
limited licence to rove at large in that 


garden as well as any other part of his 


houſe ; intimating, beſides, that it was 
very 
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very hard that Mrs. Proſody ſhould 
make money of thoſe pears, which ſhe 


really did, when our parents were told, 
when we firſt came, that all the fruit 


about the place was intended for our 
uſe and refreſhment. My arguments 


prevailed, and we fet immediately to 


execute our ſcheme. This tree, which 
bere ſeveral buſhels of fruit, ſtood fo 
cloſe to the wall, that ſeveral of it's 
branches projected over it; therefore 
I propoſed they ſhould hoiſt me up on 
their ſhoulders, and wait below, whilſt 
T gathered the pears, and flung them 
into their hats. No ſooner ſaid but 
done, and over I went; and was very 
buſy in my occupation, when I per- 
ceived, at ſome diſtance, my maſter 
weeding a flower- pot. As the whole 
ipot was thiek ſet with trees, he could 
not poſſibly diſcover me, wake 2% by 
the A of my ſituation, I had a 
full view of him. Being tempted by 
ſuch a lucky opportunity to gratify a 
little of that reſentment his whippings 
had inſpired, I took full aim at him 
with a pear, and happened to hit him 


juſt upon the corner of his hat, which 


immediately, with his wig, fel! off; 
and I was going to ſecond my blow, 


but, unfortunately for poor Pill-Gar-- 


lick, the ſpring I gave myſelf ſnapped 
the branch I food upon, and down I 


came on the inſide of the wall, bring- 
ing along with me, and the ruins, whole 


loads of this forbidden fruit. The 
noiſe: rouzed the old gentleman from 
the contempiation of what had juſt 
happened, and he came upon me, be- 
fore I could diſentangle myſelf, and 
ſeized me, with the utmoſt fury painted 
in his face. In the firſt motions of his 
rage he felled me with one blow at his 
feet; and when I recovered, which was 


not for ſome minutes, he dragged me 
by the collar in the ſchool-room, where 


binding me to his deſk, 1 underwent a 
more ſevere flogging than ever was ex- 


:erciſed upon a wretch at the cart's-tail. 


His paſſion was too violent to admit 


him to utter any expreſſions, and when 


he unbonnd me, which he did not till 


he was quite out of breath, he left me, 


ſurlily crying, There, I believe this 


'< will make you remember me !* wal, 
lowing in the blood that plentifully 


flowed from me upon the floor, It was 


near two hours before I was able to 
ſtand, and then I crept up to bed in 
the utmoſt agony and torture; where I 
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had not been long before his wife eame 


up, and, pretending to caution me 


againſt ſuch tricks for the future, ad- 
miniſtered ſome unguent or other, which 
eaſed the ſmart of my back, which was 


before almoſt intolerable. After ſome 


reflections upon my roguery, the ſooth - 


ed me, (for, indeed, the old man had 


imagined he had carried matters too 
far, and ſent her up for that purpoſe) 
and told me ſhe would intereede with 
my maſter to forgive me. Accordingly, 
in an hour afterwards, Proſody him. 
ſelf came into my room; and, after 
ſome very ſevere e poltulations, told 
me he ſhould pats by any farther cor. 
rection for this offence, and once more 
try if I would leave off ſuch vicious 
practices; and, ſo ſaying, put a ſmall 
ers of money into my hand, and 


id me lie in bed till next day, where 


J had great care taken of me. This 
was an unparalleled piece of generoſity, 
confidering his temper; but did not in 
the leaſt extinguiſh my defire and 
thorough reſolution to revenge myſelf 
upon him the very firſt opportunity. 

Mr. Proſody's houſe, which was an 
antique Gotnick ſtructure, very large, 
and, by the thickneſs and ſtrength of 
it's walls, an inſtance of that regard 
our anceſtors ſhewed to poſterity even 
in their buildings, had many years, 
according to the report of the country, 
been haunted by the ghoſt of a young 
gentleman, whoſe manſion-houſe it 


his eftate, had ended his life. and ex- 
travagances together by ſhouting him- 
ſelf through the head. A murder 
generally, in theſe parts, is the fore- 


runner of an apparition, and there 


were not wanting many witneſſes to 
his having been ſeen, over and over, 
walking through the garden at the mid 
of night without his head; ſo far the 
kale country-people had impoſed 
upon themſelves by their ſuperſtition ; 
nay, a certain old dame, who lived at 


two or three fields diſtance, frequently 


ſaw gleaming lights through the win- 
dows, which, with very great ſtate, 
progreſſively went from room to room, 
and then diſappeared all on a ſudden. 


Squire Such-an-one, they would tell 
you, very gravely, who lived in the 


houſe at ſuch a time, was obliged to re- 


move, after having with his family been 
ſcared out of his wits by uncommon 


knockings and unboltings of the win- 


dows 


— — — — = 


had been, and who, after running out 
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dows and doors, ſo that they could get 
no reſt or quiet: ſometimes, to be ſure, 


large flames of fire were ſeen to iſſue 


from chimnies, which had conveyed no 
ſmoke through them for many years; 


and ſuch dreadful apprehenſions theſe 


ſtories had raiſed, that none of the 
country-folks thereabout would come 
within a furlong or two of the houſe. 
after dark; Farmer Barley having had 
his horſe frightened ſo much, that he 
flung him over his head; and Gammer 
Wilton had been, by ſome unſeen per- 
ſou, thrown into a ditch, and hardly 
knew if the got home on her head or 
her feet. Our maſter, who was a great 
enthuſiaſt, did not pretend to diſbelieve 
theſe relations; but the low rent, and 
the commodiouſneſs of the houſe for 
his buſineſs, had induced him to defy 
Satan and all his black guard, and to, 
become the tenant, though, many a 
time and often, he and his wife and 
family had heard very ſtrange buſtling 
in the room where the gentleman mur- 
dered himſelf, which, therefore, with 
three or four more of the moit ob- 
noxious, were conſtantly locked and 
bolted, and no one ſuffered to go into 
them. Whether the apparition was 
pleaſed with this civility or no, I cannot 
tell; but of late the family had not 


been much diſturbed, which raiſed a 
great opinion of the pedant's ſanctity 


in all the adjacent villages. As to my 
part, my knowledge acquired from my 
tather, and the method and manner of 
my bringing up, together with my na- 
tural temper, defended me from fear 
but the reſt of my ſchool-feliows were 
under terrible notions of this ſpirit or 
ſpirits which had committed ſuch ha- 
vock. With the aſſiſtance of this ap- 
parition, I was reſolved to retaliate my 
late puniſhment on the head of old 
Proſody; and, after having communi- 
cated my ſcheme to my two principal 
cronies, both about the ſame age with 
myſelf, reſolutely ſet about the execu- 
tion of it. Es 

We procured two cats of the boar 
kind, and, having provided a quartity 
of old red cloth, we ſewed up a couple 


of very antick dreſſes for them; and 


then, cutting off their claws, put wal- 


nut ſhells, filled with pitch, upon their 


feet: all this we had opportunity to 
perform unobſerved in a garret which 
nobody ever entered, ſituated at the 
fartheſt part of the houſe, and where 


we kept our familiars confined till the. 
moment they were to come to action. 
It was on a Sunday in the evening, | 
when the whole family were congre- 
gated in a large hall, and our maſter 
was reading and expounding the Scrip- 
tures, that we, on various pretences, . 
left the room, and went up into our 
conſultation- chamber; Where, having 
fixed our inſtruments, and opened all 
the chamber-doors we could come at, 
one of us diſcharged a ſmall pocket- . 
piſtol, at which ſignal the cats were ſet 


Toole in all their groteſque attire, with 


a ſufficient quantity of, pepper rubbed 
under their tails; and then we all ran. 
down in a ſeeming hurry and-precipi- 
tation, acquainting our tyrant that. 
there were certainly ſtrange doings 


above ftairs, for that we could hear 


violent ſtampings to and fra in every 
room in the houſe, They were ſuffi- 
ciently alarmed before at the report of 
the piſtol, and preſently heard a violent 
ſtamping and clattering in the ſtory 
over our heads and the entry. In 


ſhort, the cats, unuſed to ſuch con- 


finement, frighted with the noiſe of 
their own feet, and at the ſame time 
irritated with the fire in their tails, 
made a mot helliſh uproar, and, flying 
from place to place with lamentable 


cries and u, one would have 


imagined the whole militia of hell had 
broken looſe, The old woman tell 
upon her knees, Miſs Urſula fainted 
away, and the pedant, after pronounc- 
= with great emotion and emphaſis, 
© Lord have mercy upon us !* followed 


the example of his wife. The terrible 


ſcreams of the boys, the barking of 


two or three dogs, and a quantity of 


brimſtone which I had (lily thrown into 


the fire, whilſt in the confuſion my 


comrades had beat out the candles, 
preſented ſuch a ſcene of terror and 
uproar. as can ſcarcely be deicribed 
but how was it increaſed when the two 
ſpectres flew into the kitchen, and, 
after overturning a Whole tier of pew- 
ters ad demoliſhing a ſheif of crockery- 
ware, entered with wild ſcreams into. 
into the hall! and, one of them ſettling, 
for ſome time on the back of our ma- 
ſter, he juſt gave one hideous groan, 


and fell proſtrate, without ienſe, on the 


floor. Our ſatisfaction was compleat, 
when, by the unſavoury ſmeil that 
iſſued from all parties, we could gather 
the violent convulſions fear had put 
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the preſent moment, we pinched old 
Sorly with pins, and tweaked him by 
the tars; fo that he roared out in a 
moft lamentable manner, ever and 


anon, crying, Avant, Satan! In the 


name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
© Ghoſt, what art!“ All this while we 
pretended alſo to be in the utmoſt ago- 
ny, and exclaimed louder than all the 
reſt together; not forgetting, however, 
to ſeize our feline accomplices in time, 
which we did unperceived of any one, 


and ſtripping them of their habits, 
tarned them out of doors, flinging, at 


the ſame time, a 1 of large crack - 
ers {lily into the fire, which made a loud 


exploſion, and ſhook the whole room, 


MISS URSULA RUNS AWAY WITH 
HER SWEETHEART—THEY EXA- 


MINE THE HOUSE—THE DAUGH- 


TER RETURNS—SHE DISCOVERS 
THE PRANK, AND THE AUTHORS 
OF IT-—-THEY ARE SEIZED AND 
CONFINED—MAKE THEIR ESCAPE 


—HE GETS TO HIS FATHER'S 


WITH HIS COMRADES. 


V7 OUNG Farmer Harrow, whoſe 
friendſhip we had gained, by 


carrying letters and ſerving him in his 


amour, having been informed of our 


Thaterials we were deficient in; and, 


as the old man had prohibited him the 


ſight of his daughter for ſome time, 
he thought this a good opportunity to 
get her away from him, and therefore 
was waiting at ſome diſtance to ſee the 
event. It was a long time before any 
one dared hold up his head; but at 
length I cried out, with great trepi- 
dation of voice, “ I believe—they are 
« gone!* upon which the pedagogue, 
raiſing his head up, and ſeeing the 
coaſt clear, with a great many excla- 
mations of—* Lord have mercy upon 


me! what dreadful] appearances are 


« theſe!'—went to the afſiftance of his 
wife, who, with ſome difficulty, was 
perſuaded to ariſe, As to Miſs Urſula, 
as ſoon as ſhe recovered, ſhe run out 
of doors with the utmoſt ex edition, 


and was immediately accoſted by her 


paramour, to whom ſhe fled for ſuc- 
cour; who, after endeavouring to abate 


her appreheniions, perſuaded her to 


JOE THOMPSON. 
them into; and, taking advantage of 


urniſhed us with what 


take ſhelter at his father's, and not re- 
turn to a ſpot which the Devi}, or ſome 
of his imps, had rendered ſo dreadful : 
ſhe was ſoon perſuaded to this, and ſo, 
mounting behind him, he rode off with 
her, not without her ſhewing the ut. 
moſt horror at the ſight of every buſh 
and tree ſhe paſſed in the way, Va- 
rious were the judgments of all parties 
upon the Jate adventure. Mrs. Pro- 
ſody, who, by the way, never had 


looked up, was certain ſhe faw ſeveral 
very horrid ſhapes, belching flames 


out of their mouths and noſtrils; one 
of the boys had feen a thing as tall as 
the room was long, all over covered 
with brimſtone and fire; as to our ma- 


ſter, he not in the leaft doubted that 


they were imported from the infernal 
regions; and, to ſtrengthen his opinion, 
remarked the ſulphureous ſcent they 
had left behind them. It was a leng 
time before they were ſomewhat com- 
poſed, and then we went in proceſſion, 
each ſtriving to be laſt, to inſpect the 
rooms over head; and divers com- 
ments were made upon every thing 
there, particularly at the doors being 
all lung wide open, which, Mr. Pro- 
ſody well obſerved, was not 'very ne- 
ceſſary to ſuch aerial beings, ſeeing the 
key-hole might as well have ſerved for 


their paſſage: he complained greatly | 


at their perſonal ill vſage of him, and 
his imagination had magnified the 
pricking of pins into the fixing claws 
and talons into all parts of his body. 
His daughter's abſence, who could not 
be found high nor low, gave him great 
apprehenſions, and he was fearful, as 
he had not obſerved when ſhe with- 
drew, that they had taken her away 


when they had vaniſhed; which he 


conjectured muſt be, when the dread- 
ful peal of thunder, as he called it, 


growled in his ears. He concluded 


his diſcourſe with repeating, in a 
mournful tone, accompanied with a 


profound ſigh, thoſe lines of Milton— 


© Spirits, if whatſoever ſhape they ehuſe, 
© [*lated or condenſe, bright or obſcure, 
© Can execute their aity purpoſes, 

And works of love or enmity produce! 


He gave all, moreover, a ſtri&t charge 
not to divulge the occurrence to any of 
the neighbours; fearing, mayhap, that 
it might be prejudicial to his intereſt 
with the parents of his boarders. 
As to myſelf and my fellow-con- 

| {pirators, 
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ſpirators, we got apart, as ſoon as 
we could, and then gave vent to our 
mirth, and applauded each other for 
the conduct we had ſhewn in the exe- 
cution of our project, and bound one 


another by ſolemn promiles to the keep- 


ing of the ſecret, 


o 


The next morning my maſter was 
releaſed from one part of his anxiety 
by the arrival of old Mr. Harrow, 
who came to let him know that his 
daughter was married to his ſon, and 
to make the matter eaſy, which he 
found leſs difficult, as the father was 
much mortified and creſt-fallen at what 
had happened the night. before, and 
the new married couple were introduced 
and pardoned immediately; but, as 


the bridegroom had very injudiciouſſy 
truſted the ſecret to his wife the night 


before, ſhe, like a true woman, was 


too big with it, and too much mor- 


tified to ſee her father and mother, with 
herſelf, fo much duped by three ſtrip- 
plings, to conceal it long, and that 
very evening betrayed the whole affair. 
Words cannot expreſs the rage of the 
old pedagogue; like a furious maſtiff, 


who, in the midſt of an hungry fit, has 


been robbed of his favourite bone by 
ſome puny whiffling eur, and ſeizes him 


by the neck, and worries and tears him 
without mercy, deaf to all the yelp- 
ings and moans he makes; fo, ſeizing 


us all, three, he hauled us in the ut- 


moſt conſternation, into the ſchool-- 
room, where he locked us in, telling 


us, with great fierceneſs, he would re- 
turn to us ſoon, when he had thought 


of a puniſhment ſevere enough for our 
demerits. As ſoon as we had reco- 


vered ourſelves a little from our ſur- 


prize and diſmay, we began to conſult. 


how we ſhould. avoid the impending 
| ſtorm that threatened us; and, at laſt, 
came all to a reſolution to endeavour 


an eſcape, and return to our fathers, 


and let them honeſtly into the whole 
of the affair, and trult to their mercy, 

as we had numberleſs allegations againſt 
our maſter and miſtreſs, which would 
counterbalance their accuſations. We 
had all exhauſted the meaſure of in- 
ſtruction and learning he had the capa- 
city to beſtow on us; and as we ap- 
pretended we had not thrown away 
their money, or our time, it gave us 


whe utmoſt confidence of getting well 


over the matter. 


Tphe ſchool · room was one ſtory high 
and underneath one of the back win- 


dows was an out- houſe, that ſerved for 
a brew-houſe, which was quite cloſe 


to the wall, and but a ſmall deſcent 
from the window: this we pitched upon 


as the readieſt way to get from durance, 
as we could drop from the window 


upon the tiling, and from thence, for 


lads of our agility, it was but a mo- 
derate jump to the ground, The 


names of my two fellow-ſufferers were 
Jack Sharpley and Tom Archer, both 


pretty near my own age; and the 
former was the firſt to try the experi- 
ment, which we could not delay a mo- 
ment, for already an hour and an half 
had been ſpent in the foregoing delj- 
berations. He made his eflay, and 

t down very ſucceſsfully, and fo did 
Tom Archer; but I, not practiſing 
the ſame fleight, or being heavier, 
broke the tiling, and fell through the 
rafters into the brew-houſe. I was 
almoſt ftunned by the fall; but reco- 


vered myſelf in a few minutes, and 


examining the door, found it, to my 
great terror, locked faſt, ſo that I was 
fairly caught in Lob's pound. I could 
{te no way to deliver myſelf from this 
unexpected priſon; and, whilſt I was 
ruminating, beard the key turn in the 
door, on which I hid myſelf behind a 
large back, trembling and ſhaking 
with apprehenſion from head to foot. 
As ſoon & the door opened, I. ſaw it 
was my maſter that entered; who, per- 
ceiving the damage done over-head, for 
he had not heard the noiſe I made in 
my fall, immediately gueſſed at the 


eaſe, and cried to himſelf: O ho! 


*. my. gentlemen were making their 
* elcape, I had; but I dare ſay one of 
* them has fallen into this trap, if not 


_ © ali the three. And then, calling to 


his wife, he bid her ſend one of the 
boys with a light, for the farther part 
of the place was very dark. I cannot 
ſay I ever was in a more doleful ſitu- 
ation in my life, and was fo confuſed 
with dread and fear, that not one 


ſcheme preſented itſelf for my deli- 


verance, and I thougl.t I muſt infalli- 
bly fall a prey to this fierce enemy. 
The candle came, and he bid the boy 


place a ſtool, on which he got up, firſt 


to inſpe& a large copper, which was 
almoſt underneath the fracture I had 
made in the cieling, but which luckily 
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L had eſcaped falling into : as he was 


ſomewhat purblind, he ſtooped over, 
that he might have the more commo- 


dious view, and to reach farther ſtood on 


one leg; Now, ſays Ito myſelf, is 


the time to eſcape, or never” and, 
running ſwiftly from my hiding- place, 


took hold of his ſupporting leg, and at 


one heaving toſſed him- head foremoſt 
into the copper, which, by the report 
of his fall, l not to be quite void 
ef water; then at one bound ſprung 


through the door - way, and- without 


one reverted look, ſwift as a frighted 
hare before the purſuing greedy hounds, 
I gained the bottom of the garden, and 
ſoon meaſured the adjacent meadow, 
where I found my two aſſociates, who 
Were trembling and apprehenſive for 

my ſafety. . They could ſcarce believe 
their eyes; but it was no time to talk, 


and, hallooing to them to follow me, 
we neither —_— nor pauſed till we 


got near two miles from the territories 
of 'our perſecutor : we then abated our 
ſpeed, and heartily congratulated one 
another, that we .had thus ſaved our 
bacon, and diſappointed the vengeance 
of this cruel pedagozue. Upon ex- 


amining our ſtock of money, we found 


three or four ſhillings amongſt us all, 
which was more than ſufficient to de- 
fray ourexpences to my father's, where, 


through my perſuaſions, my compa- 


nions agreed to accompany me, before 
they went to their reſpective homes, as 
their parents both lived within five or 
fix miles of our houſe, and I had pro- 
miled to engage him to become the 
mediator with them for their pardon, 
We arrived at about ſix o'clock in the 
following evening in our village ; but 
I did not chuſe to enter my father's ab- 
ruptly, and therefore got Mr. Solfa, 
the clerk, to go firſt to him, with an 
account of our arrival, and to beg 
leave we might wait upon him, with a 
relation of the reaſons for our elope- 
ment. He readily undertook the taſk, 
having been always very fond of me; 
and, my father not being at home, 
imparted the news to my mother, who 
_ eagerly ordered us to come to her; 
which accordingly we performed, and 
I was received with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs and affection, and my compa- 
nions with great re and were 


ordered to be refreſhed before ſhe would 


hear our ſtory. 
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CHAP. V. 
HIS RECEPTION AT HOME WITH 
HIS COMRADES—THEY ARE RE- 
"PROVED BY HIS FATHER—SEVE- 
RAL EXCELLENT OBSERVATIONS 
' —HIS FATHER, WITH THOSE OF 
HIS. COMPANIONS, PAY A VISIT 
TO MR. PROSODY—HIS BEHA- 
VIOUR THEREON, 
A Galley ſlave that has been long 
- chained to the oar, and ſubjected 
to the remorſeleſs rage and cruel ſtripes 
of his overſeer, could not more rejoice 
at heing reftored to freedom, than. we 
did at our deliverance from the bruta- 


lity of our incenfed maſter; and my 
mother, who indulged the utmoſt fond- 


neſs at my unexpected arrival, not 
having ſeen me above once fince I firit 
went to ſchool, undertook to break the 
matter to my father, and to make m 

peace, when ſhe underſtood in what a 
manner we had been uſed, at which 


| ſhe expreſſed the utmoſt indignation. 


He had been to pay a viſit to a neigh- 
bouring gentleman, and did not return 
till pretty late, when my mother let 
him into the ſtory, which very much 
ſurprized him, and he deſired her to 
call us to him. Iran to him, as ſoon 
as I ſaw him, and he very affectionately 


embraced me: * So, Joey !—So young 


« gentlemen! I find you have fled from 
© puniſhment; let me have a lincere 
© and true account of what has hap- 
< pened, and by that I ſhall be able to 
judge whether I ſhall entertain you, 
© or, ſend you back to your maſter.” 
J was ſpokeſman, and therefore re- 
lated to him, which he never had any 
idea of before, the tyrannical bcha- 
viour, the terrible ſcourgings of Mr. 
Proſody, and the hardſhips we had un- 
dergone from the miſerable and co- 
vetous temper of him and his wife; 


the ſtory of the pear-tree, the adven- 


ture of the cats, and every thing elſe, 
without diſguiſe ; concluding, that, as 
I had attained to every thing that he 
was capable to teach me, and had been 
far from neglecting my book, I hoped 
he would not fo far mortify me, as to 
ſend me there again ; but would either 
undertake the farther care of me him- 
ſelf, or procure me another maſter, and* 
intercede with the parents of my 

ftriends, 
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friends, to take them alſq into favour. 


He was greatly incenſed at the treat- 


ment we had met with, and could 
ſcarcely keep the gravity of his coun- 
tenance, whilſt I related the little pranks 
we had. played our tutor; but con- 
ſtraining himſelf as much as poſſible, 
he gave us the following lecture 
© I am charmed, my dear, that you 
have not miſpent your ſchool-hours, 
but have made ſuch a proficiency in 
the languages, which indeed J have 
© heard before from your maſter him- 
© ſelf——who was alſo tempted, young 
« gentlemen, to give me the fame ac- 
count of you too, the laſt time I 
© was at his houſe; which I commu- 
nicated to your fathers, and which 
gave them great ſatisfaction. We 
had intended to take you away from 
thence, at the expiration of the next 
quarter, but you have anticipated 
our deſign. I blame myſelf for not 


havin» more minutely enquired into 


matters of ſuch importance, as the 
temper and diſpoſition of a perſon 
whom I entruſted with the govern- 
ment of you, at ſuch a critical part 


of life; the right management of ſuch | 
young minds, at that time, laying 
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the foundation of every future good, 
© or, on the contrary, every future 
© error and misfortune : I own, I was 
* deceived in the account I received, 
© both of him and his family, ſo falſe- 
* ly tender perſons are of giving a true 
character of a man in ſuch an em- 
* ployment, From my knowledge of 
* your natural temper, I mult imagine 
you would never have been guilty of 
* ſome things you have mentioned, 
© had not the contemptible behaviour 
of your malter, and the little care 
he took to form your minds, which, 
© by the bye, is one principal buſineſs 
of a ſchoolmaſter, laid you open to 
© ſuch pverile temptations as lay in 
your way. If I forgive you, and re- 
ceive you into favour, it is on this 
condition, that you are ſorry for any 
diſregard, though ever ſo trifling, 
you have paid to other people's pro- 
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perty, and the low and baſe princi- 


ples of revenge, (which, indeed, your 
maſter ſet you an example of) that 
you have indulged; though now 
they may be imputed to boyiſh inat- 
tention and folly, if not checked, 
they may grow too ſtrong for all the 
good ſenſe you may ever be maſters of 


to eradĩcate.— Vou, Sir, for the fi. 
ture part of your education, ſhall be 
indebted to my care; I begin to ſee 
the folly of publick ſchools, merely 
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good qualities of thoſe we confide you 
© to,—As to you, young gentlemen, 


you'll ſtay with Joe, till I have ſeen 


© your fathers, and reconciled them to 
* my way of thinking.“ When he 
had thus finiſned this reaſonable and 
tender ſpeech, he took me in his arms; 
and embraced me with great emotion, 
and alſo ſaluted my ſchool- fellows; and 
then proceeded to examine us in 
the ſeveral authors we had read, and 
applauded us greatly for the ready 
knowledge we ſhewed in them, and the 
taſte we ſeemed to have for their ele- 


gances. I was now in my fourteenth 


year; and, without vanity, may ſay, 
that nature had ſtamped on my ſoul 
the moſt virtuous and generous affec- 
tions; no wonder, then, it the kind re- 
ception I met with at heme, and the 
reaſonable and prudent manner of m 

treatment, gave me the higheſt ſenti- 
ments of reſpect and veneration for 
this good father ; a contrary treatment, 
and ſending me back again, would 


have had the worſt effects upon ſuch 


a temper, which argument and per- 


ſuaſion will work upon, with proper 


force, but ſourneſs, ill-nature, and 
harſhneſs, drive to the laſt extremities : 


the more boys are uſed like rational, 


thinking creatures, the more they are 
applied to by gentle methods, the bet- 
ter they behave; and the contrary 
maxims, I am perſuaded, are the cauſes 
of much of that degeneracy we every 
day have ſuch melancholy proofs of in 
the riſing generation. By being thus 
treated, they learn a habit of reaſon- 
ing, and ſo ſtrongly imbibe it, that they 
practiſe it all their lives after; and let 
the ſallies of their boiling paſſions 
carry them to ever ſuch extravagant 
lengths, you fix a monitor in their 
breaſts, which ſooner or later draws 


them off from and corrects their wild 


purſuits, | | 
My father waited, the next day, on 
Mr. Sharpley and Mr. Archer; who, 


as they were both men of good ſenſe, 


eaſily came into his notions, and agreed 


to take their ſons away from Proſody, 


determining to ſend them to another 
ſchool at York; but, as my father re- 
collected there wore no proper compa- 

nions, 


LAH — 2 _ — 
arr — 2 


— 
— 2 E—— — 


9 
* 


becauſe we can never be ſure of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


4 th. 112 
— eng ene, or 
a6 — »— 


pt 
13 


gu. = egm way 
Pn 
— —H— — 


1 


+ 8 
— —  — 


— — : ; 


2272 —————— Q [ ¶·¶ ao Wy 
” 


4 n 888 
DS no — — 


e 
r 


E rr 
. 8 
a <a — — 


— — — ͤ Cd. ne ů — — 
OR 


— 
* 


| 


Foc” ee ad; — 3 
. n 
r 2 1 Fits 


1 
7 
Wy, - 
© + 
& 11 
4 
. 11 
[ : - 
3 
51 
: : 
od # 
. o : 
: : 
. 
* , ; N 
} i g 
id : 

4 ($5 : 
* ; 
: 

7 
4 
i 
1 
19 
> : 
S 3 
11 
* 2. 
757 
. 
i } 
1 * 
= : 
) f 
1 1 
' : 
« U 
1 be | 
LE 
. - 
. 
. 1 
y cl | 
\F — 
11 
1 
9 * 
I 
4 
j 
. 
TH 
11 
| ' 
\ $4 


= ICI: LOA; 
- . — 


— 

— cor Int 

— — 
— 


— 


20 Jox THOMPSON. 


om ons for ine in his neighbourhood, he 


generonfly told them he would under- 


take the farther care of them, toge- 
ther with me, at which they were high- 
iy delighted, and returned him many 
acknowledgments; and, as they were 
all ſomewhat in arrear with Proſody, 
they agreed to ride over together to his 
houſe, and finally diſcharge their ob- 
Iligations to him. . 
When they arrived there, the old 
pedant, not knowing we had been be- 


fore- hand with him, told ſo many falſ- 


hoods of us, and inveighed againſt us 
with ſo much apparent malice and re- 
ſentment, that if they had not been 
prepoſſeſſed againſt him before, it 
would have given them the fame ideas 
we had laboured to inſpire them with. 
They madelittle reply to what he ſaid, 


and when he came to underſtand their 


errand, and that we had got home, he 
was quite thunder-ſtruck, and began 
to ſoften his manner of expreſſion, lay- 
ing the tricks we had been guilty of 
upon levity and puerility, which be- 
fore he had aſcribed to a natural turpi- 
tude and wickedneſs of heart: but his 
attempts to reclaimus were all in vain, 
and they parted with him, leaving him 
in the higheſt diſguſt and iil- humour, 
which was ſenſibly increaſed by a very 
grave lecture which was read him by 
my father, upon the right conduct of 
the office of a ſchoolmaſter, and the 
baſeneſs of avarice and revenge. A 
ſervant that attended them brought us 


our books, and what wearing-apparel 


we had left behind us in our precipi- 
tate retreat. 


ulis FATHER'S MANNER OF EDU- 


CATION — SHARPLEY IS SENT. 


TO SEA, AND ARCHER TO o- 
PORTO—PROPER REFLECTIONS 
— TAKES GREAT DELIGHT IN 
HUNTING, AND GAINS THE 
FRIENDSHIP OF SIR WALTER 
RICH, BY A GENEROUS-ACTION 

E KIs FATHER DETERMINES TO 
SED NIX TO LONDON. 


1 FTER we had been indulged 


5 ſome days in ſuch amuſements as 
were ſuitable to our years, my father 
applied himſeif to the farther cultiva- 
non of our underſtandings, We had 


all made pretty near the ſame progreſs, 
and were, at ſo green an age, tolerable 
maſters of Greek and Latin: and, as 
we were intended for the world, he en. 
deavoured to give us the moſt ſtrong 
ideas of religion and morality ; which, 
being conveyed in the moſt captivating 
manner to our minds, funk deep into 
our ſouls, and were the more ſtrength- 
enced by the excellent pattern we ſaw 
daily before us in my father and mo- 
ther, who uſed my companions as well 
as myſelf, like their own children, 
We ſoon became proficients in the moſt 
uſeful branches of the mathematicks, 
and natural philoſophy was rendered 
ſo entertaining to us, and diſcovered 
ſuch a field of wonders, that we forgot 
all our trifling ſports, and that alone 
conſtituted the employment of our 
leiſure hours. He taught us the 
French language, which is ſo gene- 
rally ſpoken all over the world; and, 
my mother talking it very well, we 
converſed hardly in any other tongue. 
To preſerve our healths we were per- 
mitted to have a fencing-maſter twice 
a week, who alſo was directed to form 
us to a polite addreſs, without making 
dancing fo important a part of educa- 
tion, as 1t generally ſeems to be reck- 
oned. We had the happineſs to make 
great improvement in every thing we 
were put to; and my father, forſaking 
almoſt all other company, became our 
couſtant companion; and his honied 
precepts met with ſuch eager attention, 
that we became the wonder, and, at 


the ſame time, the delight of the ad- 


jacent country. Happy period of life, 
when the boiling paſſions, the attend- 
ants of human nature, are kept under 
the reſtraints of reaſon and authority! 


when care and anxiety is never taſted, 
and the genuine chearfulneſs of the 


heart is undepreſſed by the hurrying 


toils and torturing viciſſitudes of life! 


With what regret I look back and ſur- 
vey the engaging ſcenes which riches 
and ſplendor can never recompence the 
loſs of! Ye hours of golden inſtruc- 
tion! ye moments of pure content, 
and untainted pleaſure! how dearly 
ought we to prize you! and how little 
are we acquainted with your true va- 
Jue and eftimation ! Hurrying into the 
tempeſtuous ocean of buſy adyancing 
years, we ſoon are loft to your inefta- 


ple ſweets; the mind grows foul and 


muddy with croſſes and vexations, and 
F / over- 
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dver- bearing folly, and growing vices, 
turmoil the reſt of our mortal pilgn- 
mage. Well has Providence allotted 
a few years of youth:and innocence to 
our ſhare: had we been doomed to ſur- 
vey. and feel at once the load of ills we 
are born to, without this bliſsful pauſe 


of misfortune and anguiſh, who could 


ſupport the — ate of exiſtence? 
And yet, how wiſely does Providence 


' ſtimulate and excite us to launch out 


into maturer action, and all the fancied 
Joys and real ſorrows, that at every ad- 
vancing ſtep ſurround us; but by the 
inſtability and vanity of the former, 
and the conſtant attendance of the lat- 
ter, ſpur us ſtill to explore new regions 
of extatick calm and eternal content, 
which it has reſerved for thoſe who 


worthily attain to the period of their 
race, the goal of their purſuits, 


We had paſſed near two years in this 
ſituation at my father's, when Mr. 
Sharpley, who had other children, and 
but a ſmall eſtate, determined to ſend 


his ſon to ſea, under a brother who 


commanded a man of war, and ac- 
cordingly procured him the king's let- 
ter; and, to rob me of both my dear 
companions, Mr. Archer, about the 


_ ſame time, ſent his ſon to Oporto, to a 


diſtant relation, who was a conſiderable 
merchant there, to be placed in his 
compting-houſe. As we had lived in 
the! greateſt harmony, we could not 


part without the higheſt tokens of ſor- 


row, and took our leave of each other, 
after proteſtations of eternal friend- 
ſhip, and reſolutions of renewing our 
familiarity whenever it ſhould be in 
our. power. My father and mother 
were affected with the loſs of them, 
and he could not be prevailed on to 
accept of the leaſt conſideration for the 
agreeable pains he had beſtowed upon 
them ; the fruits of which were very 
viſible in their converſation and beha- 
viour, and gave the utmoſt ſatisfaCtion 
to their parents. To ſhew their grati- 
tude, they begged my father to let me 
ſpend ſome months at their houſe, 
which they. deſired ſo preſſingly, that 
he could not refuſe them; and accord- 
ingly I went home with them, both 
living in the ſame part of the country, 
between five and fix miles from our 
houſe. I was now in my fixtcenth 
year, and was flattered with the appel- 
lation of a polite and intelligent young 


gentleman ;z my ſtature was ſuperior to 
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moſt of my age, and nature had be- 
ſtowed on me a great ſhare of health 


and ſpirits, and a very agreeable per- 
ſon; ſo that my company was very 
much prized by the fathers of my 
friends, and I made one in all their 
parties of hunting, of which they were 
both very fond, and became a very 
keen ſportſman, deſpiſing every danger 


and * * the chace; by which 
I acquired the applauſe of a baronet, 


* whoſe ſeat was in that neighbourhood, 
who had the higheſt regard for talents 


of that ſort, and thought no man worth 


a ruſh that could not furmount every 


obſtacle in purſuit of the fox or the 


hare, He had a very large eſtate, 


which, as he was a widower, and 
ſhewed no inclination to a ſecond mar- 
riage, muſt, of courſe, deſcend to an 
only daughter, then in the thirteenth 


year of her age; ſo that Miſs Louiſa 


Rich was reckoned the richeſt heireſs 
in all thoſe parts. Sir Walter was 


one of thoſe Roman Catholick gentry, 


who are contented to receive their opi- 


nions becauſe their fathers had poſſeſſed 
them before, but was far from indulg- 


ing a perſecuting ſpirit, or maxims de- 
ſtructive of the conſtitution ; and was, 
in general, much eſteemed by his 
neighbours, and loved by his tenants 
of every perſuaſion. . 
This gentleman was never eaſy when 
I was not with him, and expreſſed, on 


every occaſion, the greateſt regard for 


me; introduced me to his daughter, 
and to a nephew who lived with him, 
about my own age, and who was ſaid, 
by moſt people, to be intended as an 
huſband tor Miſs by her father. If I 
was charmed with the converſation of 
this innocent young lady, who already 
diſcovered the beauties of an angelick 
mind 1n a lovely perſon, I was no leſs 
diſguſted with the ſurly brutal beha- 
viour of her couſin, who was a mere 
country booby. I enjoyed my time 
in this friendly excurſion, very deli- 
ciouſly; and every now and then went 
over and paid a viſit at home, the ten- 
derneſs of my mother ſcarce brooking 
ſuch an abſence from her without it. 

We were pretty late engaged in a 
converſation one evening at Mr. Ar- 
chet's, when a ſervant came in with 


the melancholy tidings, that Sir Wal- 


ter's houſe was on fire, which alarmed 
the company, and immediately put an 
end to our argument; and we ran 


with 
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_ with great haſte; 80 ſee if our aſſiſtanee 
might be of any ſervice in ſuch a 
. dreadful calamity. - The lower part of 
the building was enveloped in flames, 

which were aſcending very ſwiftly, 
_ and — with dreadful fury; Sir 


Walter was lying on the ground, hav- 
ing ſprained * by jumping from 
his chamber - window; and the diſtract- 
ed domeſticks were buſy in removing 
ſuch goods as their ſurprize would 
permit them to take away at the firſt 
alarm: but the moſt ſhocking ſight of 
all.-was, the young lady calling out of 


the window of her apartment for aſ- 


ſiſtance, in the utmoſt diſtraction, hav- 
ing only a looſe gown caſt over her. 
Her father was: unable to move: the 
clodpoles about him were too fearful, 


or ſtupid, to adventure to her relief; 


and the nephew had ſecured himſelf in 
an adjoining alehouſe, where he was 
Arinking with ſome country folks, and 
[telling them with, what difficulty he 
eſcaped the flames. In this confuſion 
the poor young lady would, no doubt, 
have undergone the fate of the build- 
ing, had not Mr. Archer and myſelf, 


thought of a long ladder, which ſtood 


at a farmer's. hard by, which, with 
ſome aſſiſtance, we reared againſt the 
fide of the houſe; this no ſooner was 
done, than I mounted valiantly up it, 
having totally forgot my own ſafety 
in the contemplation of Miſs's dan- 
ger. After being ſomewhat ſcorched 
n my aſcent, I gained the window, 
and directly jumped in, when imme- 
diately taking her in my arms, and 
charging her to hold faſt, I reſolutely 
deſeended the way I came up, and de- 
livered her into the hands of her fa - 
ther, here ſhe immediately fainted 
away; and the hurry of my ſpirits, and 


the fright I had undergone, fo weak- 


ened me, that I alſo fell down ſenſe- 
leſs at;his feet. I ſoon recovered my- 
ſelf; and, after drinking a cordial, 
which Was brought me, enquired how 
my charge did; and was anſwered, 
that ſhe was carried away very ill, to 


Mr. Sharpley's. The baronet took 


me into his arms, called me his pre- 
ſerver and ſaviour, and vowed he 
would never forget my bravery the 
longeſt day he had to live: in ſhort, I 
received ſuch a profuſion of compli · 
ments on every ſide, that I could not 
gonceal my bluſhes. I went after- 
wards to pay a viũt to Miſs, and found 


45 


three days after my arrival were paſſed, 


her better; and though my heart was 
too young ever to have known or felt 
the ſoft impreſſions of love, I per. 
ceived a wondrous ſatisfaftion in her 
thanks, and thought myſelf happy in 
having thus rendered her this trifling 
. ſervice. The houſe was reduced to 
aſhes; and we underſtood the fire had 
been occaſioned by the careleſſneſs of a 
drunken cook, wh went to ſleep with 
a candle burning upon the dreſſer, 
which unhappily having caught hold 
of ſome linen, had ſpread the flames 
before the family had been alarmed, 
or any help could be procured, Af. 
ter this accident, the attachment of 
Sir Walter to me, and the civilities I 


received from his daughter, were un- 


bounded; he ſtudied, . on every occa- 
ſion, to ſhew me the utmoſt reſpect, 
and was ſcarce ever a minute eaſy, un- 
leſs I made one of his. company; di- 
recting Miſs, in token of gratitude, to 
inſiſt upon my accepting a diamond 


ring, which ſne took off her own fin- 


ger to place upon mine. I could not 
refuſe ſo genteel and ſo valuable a 
preſent, which, in an involuntary 
rapture, which I then was far from 
underftanding the motives of, I ſo- 
lemnly vowed never to part with, 

In two months after this incident, I 
received orders from my father to re- 


turn home; and he told me in the let- 


ter, that he had determined to ſend me 
to London, if it was not contrary to my 
inclinations; and wanted to talk with 
me about it. I took leave of all my 
friends, after returning thanks for the 
great honours and civilities J had re- 
ceived; and was accompanied by Mr. 
Archer to my father's. 


CHAP. VII 


EXCELLENT DISCOURSE OF Hs 
FATHER TO HIM—HE RECEIVES 
LETTERS FROM SHARPLEY AND 
ARCHER — SETS OUT WITH HIS 


FATHER AND MOTHER FOR 


LONDON=—ARRIVES THERE=—RE- 
FLECTIONS ON THE FIRST VIEW? 
OF THAT -PLACE—HE IS BOUND 


APPRENTICE TO MR. DIAPER, A 


WHOLESALE LINEN-DRAPER. 


LY 7 HEN our kind Vifter wat 


| gone, and the firſt two or 


my 
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my father toole me with him into the 


garden, and then 0 unboſomed himſelf N 


to me in the following manner. 1 


« ſent for youj my dear ſon, to hear a 


« ſcheme: I habe to propoſe for your 
«welfare; as you are now arrived at 
am age in which we ſhould begin to 


conſider of ſome, profeſſion or em- 


(| 


«. ployment that may make you happy, 


and à benefit to the community. 


my dear, believe me, the diſcourage - 
ments that attend the ſacred order, 
and the general contempt, which 


ſign. Your diſpoſition might in- 
duce me to prefer the army to an! 


in power, or an independent fortune, 
the greateſt merit makes a very poor 
figure in ſcarlet, and- affords very 
little happineſs to a fanuly if ever a 
man's ſofter moments ſhould render 
marriage deſirable, The law I can- 
not approve, as it is now circum- 
ſtanced, and as the generality of 
the practitioners carry it on; and as 
to —·[ͤ-12 I think it labours under 


Vou may perceive, by my not having 
than either. As you know me to 
be a great friend to my country, and 
willing, as much as I can, that you 
ſhould become as uſeful as poſſible to 
it, you-will not be ſurprized that I 


have the utmoſt veneration for mer- 


and independency of this nation. 
In all the other callings I have men- 
tioned, there is a degree of ſervility 
and meanneſs, neceſſary to a man 
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© no means, would make neceſſary to 
© you. By trade, you will preſerve a 
# generous independency, if you act 
« wiſely and prudently ; and will be- 
© come a uſeful and valuable member 
© of the common-wealth, and an ad- 
© vantage to your friends. and rela- 
tions; you will be enabled to pro- 
vide for your family with honour, 
© and in a manner ſuitable to that lau- 
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* 
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* 
« 
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„ dable ambition aud tinderneſe that: wortfiy tutor, * your, I was going 


2 


the ſame, or greater diſadvantages, 


chants and traders, who diffuſe the 
bleſſings of commerce and traffic 
to every individual, and are the up- 


who would be eminent, that I, by 


ſent you to the univerſity, that I did 
not intend you for the church: no, 


many of them have given too much 
ground for, that they, labour under, 
are a ſufficient bar to any ſuch de- 


other deſignation; but without friends 


holders and ſupports of the intereſt 


per. He was entirely 


7 


% 


© ought to inſpire the boſdm of a hull. 


band and a father. L am not going 
Salt 


© to n 

* diſgrace. your endowments, but one 
* wherein you may preſerve the gen- 
« 'tleman in the man of buſineſs. You 
© know your mother has a diſtant re- 
© lation in London, Mr. Di -the 
© wholeſale linen-draper, who is a 
man of great honour, ſtrict. integri- 
© ty, and a large fortune, which he 
© has. principally raiſed by induſtry , 
© and diligence in his buſineſs. Itis 


© to him, if you are not averſe, for I. 


© would never force your inclinations, . 
fancy what you will, that I would 
put you apprentice; and therefore 


conſider by to-morrow, that I may 


© write him word of my reſolution; . 


for he was here ſome days ſince, on 
© his return from a journey into Scot- , 
© land, and 1 made him the offer of. 


© you, at which he was very well. 


© pleaſed,* I returned him my moſt. 


grateful thanks, told him I had a hint. 
of it before from my mother, and that, 


as well from the view of the advan- 
tages of ſuch a deſtination, as from a 


knowledge that it was agreeable to his 
ſentiments, I very readily obeyed him, 
in giving my aſſent to go to Mr. Dia- 
fatisfied to find 
me ſo ready to cloſe with him in it; 
and wrote to that gentleman, that he. 
would ſet out with me in a fortnight's 
time. Mr. Sharpley paid me a viſit 
the next day, and brought me two let- 
ters, one from his ſon, and another 
from young Mr. Archer, which came” 
each in a packet to their father's, - 
Sharpley's was to this effect. a 


© L00, OFF CAPE HENRY, Vike' 
© GINIA, JULY 7, 1712. 
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© MY DEAR FRIEND, 5 


c 1 * be inexcuſable, if, whilſt 
c 


was writing to England, I: 


© did not think of teſtifying thus, that 
© you are ever in my mind, and that 


the friendſhip we ſo early contracted 


© is rather ſtronger now, than when I 
© had the pleaſure to be ſo near you. 
© All the difficulties and dangers of a 
© long and tedious voyage, nor a va- 
© riety of new objects, have been able 
© to baniih my regret at our ſeparation, 
© Ih you. are in health, and my 
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to ſay mine, dear mother. Pray, 
my dear Joey, let me hear from you 
c every opportunity, and believe me to 
ionate aud ſincere 


© be, your moſt 
v Friend, . , 


The other was to this purport. 
NF Of. OP i OCR TIS POOLE ELIOT, 


© pranrsr Jor, 1 


© 0P0RTO,, AUGUST 20, 1712. 


* to convince you that I am ſtill 
As much aftiitte& by friendſhip, 'as 
ever I was, and that I ſhall ever re- 

6 *tain the moſt lively Yeſpe& and value 
© for a perſon, who, foe my life, 1 
© can look upon in no other light than 


» 1 Take the firſt bpportunity I have 


that of a brother. I hope you have 
heard 


long Wee 
dear father and. mot 


: 
— 


» . 


<*pueſe anguage, well enough to be 
_ ©-underftood in common matters. I 


ram immerſed in a great deal of buſi- 


„ neſs, but thall always, I hope, find 
time to prove myſelf, dear Joe, your 


Affectionale and Faithful friend, | 


2 5 J ThoMaS ARCHER.” 


Words vill, too faintly expreſs the 


warmth and zeal of friendſhip that theſe 


letters inſpiredz for, indeed, my af- 
fection was rather ãnereaſed, than di- 


miniſhed, by our ſeparation; and as 
they-were to fend a packet to London, 
to be forwarded both to Virginia and 
Portugal, the next day, 1 immediately 
wrote anſwers to them 


The fortnight was expired, when 


my father and: mother determined to 


go to. London with me; and accord 


ingly, after I had taken my leave of 
all my friends and acquaintance, par- 


ticularly of Sir Walter and his amiable 
daughter, who both expreſſed great 


concern at long my company, we ſet 
aut, and arrived at that great metro- 
polis, after a very eaſy and pleaſant 
journey, which, as my father called 


on ſeveral friends in the road, and en- 
deavoured to make the travelling as 


agreeable as poſſible. to my mother and 


Joux SnARPIEY.“ 


efore now from Sharpley, 
. Who I underſtood was bound to Vir- 
©*cinia, where he is likely to have a 
C 2 attends your 
| nother; pray let 
them know I have not forgot, nor 
ever ſhall, their goodneſs and, bene- 
volence to me. Tam well, and can 
already expreſs myſelf” in the Portu- 


me, by ſhewing us every thing re- 


markable in our way, took us up near 


a fortnight. * , SS. i 0 
If I was ſurprized at the great num 


ber of carriages of all ſorts, and the 


multitude of travellers and paſſengers 


that crouded the roads, as we approach- 
ed near London, how was I aſtoniſhed 


at the prodigious concourſe of people 
I diſcovered at my entrance into town? 
All the ideas I had formed from my 
knowledge of Vork, and other places 

in the country, came far ſhort of what 
I beheld. ' My wonder increaſed in 
proportion as I advanced into the heart 
of the city, and ' ſurveyed the buſy 
herds that thronged continually through 
eyery ſtreet and avenue, all with the 
marks of buſineſs and attention paint- 
ed in their faces. The ſight gave me 
a ſtrong notion of the laudable impor- 
tance of trade, which thus directs and 
obliges every one in his ſtation to be 
ever vigilant, ever ſtudious to employ 
his time, in ſomewhat or other, tend- 
ing to the ſervice of individuals, and 
conſequently beneficial to the commu- 
nity in general. I could ſee no ſuch 
abſent, unmeaning viſages, as the coun- 
try 1s filled with, and began to enter- 
tain a very contemptible opinion of a 


life of idleneſs, ſports and pleaſures, 


where ſelf is the object that engroſſes 


all. our cares and all our ſolicitudes: 


not ſo the induſtrious citizen, whoſe 
endeavours to benefit himſelf neceſſa- 
rily-produce employment for, and con- 
duce to the emolument of artificers in 
every branch of work, and he may be 
ſaid to be one of thoſe who contribute 
to the ſupport of millions. Such re- 
flections as theſe ſtill encouraged me in 
the reſolutions I had taken of becom- 


ing one of this uſeful body of people. 


Mr. Diaper, being a diſtant relation 
of my mother's, had inſiſted on their 
making uſe of the convenience of his 
houſe, during their ſtay in town; ſo 
that'this was the place we went firſt to, 
where' himſelf and his whole family 
vied with each other in the civility of 
our rein 

My father, before the buſineſs he 


came upon was concluded, carried us 


to all the publick places, -and ſhewed 
us every thing remarkable in and about 
London; for he told me; he could not 


bear to leave the edge of my curioſity 


too keen, leſt I might fall into impro- 
per company, in purſuit of my grati- 
3 * 
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Fits myfelf with the Tight of theſe 
novelties, after his departure, and 
thereby negle& my buſineſs. 


Every thing being agreed upon be- 
tween my parents and my maſter, as 1 


muſt now begin to call him, I was bound 


apprentice at Hall, of which 
Company he was a liveryman, my father 
| paying him a conſideration of three' 


undred pounds with me; and ſoon 


after, as he had now been abſent ſive 
weeks from home, reſolved to return; 


put firſt agreed with a friend of his to was mild and ſociable, and his under- 


remit to him thirty pounds every year 
for my uſe, which J was to conſider as 
pocket-money, that, as my dear father 
and mother ſaid, I might be above 
temptation to 'any mean or diſhoneſt 


action; to this friend he alſo recom- 


mended me very ſtrongly for his advice 
and inſtructions in any thing that 
might occur, during my apprentice- 


ſhip; and; after beſtowing upon me a 
number of excellent rules and leffons 
for my better conduct in this tickliſn 

art of life, and giving me their cor- 
dal bleſſing, they ſet out for Vork- 
ſhire, leaving me ina tenderly mourn- 


ful ſituation; which, as it was the 
_ firſt ſo it was one of the ſincereſt griefs 


Jever felt in my life, 


"CHAP. VI. ' 


CHARACTER OF MR. DIAPER, HIS 
WIFE, AND SON=VERY ASSI- 


" DUOUS IN AIS BUSINESS—CON-' 


"TRACTS A FRIENDSHIP WITH 
YOUNG DIAPERS—-GAINS THE 


ESTEEM OP HIS MASTER—MAN- 
NER OF SPENDING THEIR VA-' 


CANT HOURS—REFLECTIONS ON 
TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


As ſoon as I was initiated into the 


method of our buſineſs, I was 


reſolved not to be an unprofitable ſer- 


vant, and applied myſelf with the ut- 


moſt attention to make myſelf maſter 


of forty years of age, and having been 
in trade all his life, ſucceeding his 
father in the ſame ſet of cuſtomers, he 
had, by a thorough indefatigability, 
application, and induftry, 


* 


neſs, integrity, and honour in hi 
dealings, gained him the confidence of 


of what I imagined muſt be my future 
8 and I found all the kind 
inſtruction from Mr. Diaper, that I 
was taught to expect. He was turned 


„ A3 it 1s 


ot 
fxprelſed by the citizens, 70e fore-borſe | 


by the head; and not only fo, but, ex- 


clufive of his buſineſs and ready- money, 
| was poſſeſſed of a pretty eſtate in right 
ys 


not luxuriouſly or extravagantly ſup- 


of his wife, His table was plentifu 


plied, and a friend was ſure of always 
finding a welcome there. His cecono- 
my in the expences of his family was 
remarkable; but bordered not 1n the 
leaſt on that ſpecies of parſimony, 


which, however praiſe-worthy, is ne- : 


ver agreeable to ſervants. His temper 


ſtanding clear and ſtrong; to his ſu- 
periors he behaved with a reſpectful 
regard; to his equals with a generous 
and manly er to his inferiors 


and ſervants with humanity, conſider- 


ation, and good- nature: his uprig t- 


* 


every body he dealt with, and the good 


ſenſe and knowledge he was endowed 


with, rendered him a deſirable and im- 
proving companion. Mrs. Diaper was 


a woman of virtue, prudence, and ca- 


pacity, and the utmoſt harmony was 
viſible in their behaviour to each other; 
nor was his value leſſened, but rather 


increaſed, by a bad and declining ſtate 
of health, which obliged her to be 
Pretty much at their country-houſe, 
Where himſelf generally ſpent half the 
week. They had only one child, who 


had now ſerved three years of his 
apprenticeſhip to his father, and on 
whom, as he was a ſober, faithful, 
and careful youth, the weight of 


the buſineſs was devolved, though at 


the early age of nineteen. Notwith- 
ſtanding this young gentleman had 
been early familiarized to the manage- 
ment of ſuch important concerns, he 
had made a very pretty advance in let- 
ters; and, having read and digeſted 
ſome of the. beſt authors, he ſurpaſſed, 
in the faculties of his mind, moſt of 


his age. Though he had none of the 


irregular flights and ſallies of youth, 


and his whole foul ſeemed to be bent 


to the exerciſe of the neceſſary duties 


of his buſineſs, in which he was yery 


expert; yet he was quite polite, and 
agreeable in his converſation, nor did 
the orderly management of his condu& 
take off from the taſte of innocent and 
laudable amuſements, which he was a 

reat friend to, His honeſt, undeſign- 
ing, and generous heart, was capable 


of a warm and diſintereſted friendſhip, 


and 
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26 
and his behaviour and addreſs: made 
him the deſire and delight of every 
company. My education and manner 
of thinking-made. this worthy family 
vety pleaſing to me, and I had all the 
reaſon in the world to be ſatisfied with 


my fituation. My maſter treated me 


like another ſen; and the young gen- 
tleman and my{c 
lows, enterec 


into ſtrict friendſhip, 


which was, increaſed daily by a con- 
formity of ſentiments and actions 


© "Twas ſympathy of honeſt minds: 


© Like firings wound up in mufick, _ 
Where, at one touch, both utter the ſame. 
boy, harmony.” | 


m our buſineſs we went hand in 
Fand; be ever ſtudied therein to make 


bis fuperiority eaſy to me, and I to 
make my reſpect and diligence agree- 
able to him. In our diverfions, we 
were conſtant aſſociates; and, in ſhort, 
a hore ſuitable pair were never directed 
26 ſet out in life together. 


' Our dealings, which were very ex- 


tenſive, were carried on in a truly mer- 


cuntile manner, and, Mr. Diaper hav- 


ing a very faithful journeyman, his 
ſon and myſelf were principally em- 
ployed in the compting-houſe. H 

ever, as ny whole ſtudy was to pleaſe 
my maſter, I pretended to no exemp- 
tion from any pains or labour in the 
other parts of his affairs, being tho- 
Ä ſenſible that every, thing that 
tended to the promotion of his intereſt 


Lg 


cox advantage, ought to be conſidered - 


by me as my duty, in the ſtation ] was. 
at preſent placed in. Therefore I ne- 
ver waited to receive orders or inſtruc- 
tions, when any thing was on the car- 
per that required my aſſiſtance; but 
ſtudies, in every thing, to be before- 
hand ON Sober his deſires or expecta - 
tions. By this method pf acting, and 
preſerving an obliging and even de- 


1 every body in the family, 


rocured ſo much the eſteem and con- 

ener of toy maſter, that he was ex- 
raordinarily ready to impart to me 
every Kites of his traffick and concerns; 
to puſh me forward in the acquiremen 
of my vechpation, and, in anz point 

indylgence, even prevented my. 
wiſfes. When the hurry of the day 
was over, we ſpent the evening at 


home, in converſation or reading, and 


pow antl then had 
I 1 


a ſelect company of 
* | 


l becoming bed-fel - 


the world ; thoſe 
o- 
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friends with us; or elſe we ſbught out 
ſome amuſement abroad, that would. 


at the ſame time divert and improve us; 
and in all things 


young, Mr. Diaper 
and myſelf were inſeparable. 

At the cloſe of the week, we gene 
rally rode down to my. maſter's houſe 
in the country, and ſtaid till Monday 
morning, where Mrs. Diaper made no 
manner of diſtinction between us, and 
on every occaſion expreſſed her likin 
to me, and her approbation of the trick 
union between myſelf and her ſon. 
My maſter kept a coach and pair, and 
a brace of geldings, one of which was 
always at my ſervice; ſo that I ex- 
perienced very little difference between 
my nappy ſervitude and the indul. 
gences I had been uſed to receive from 
my father and mother at home. 


_  Qur various correſpondences and 
large dealings ſtill opened more clearly 


the importance and dignity. of trade to 
me, which not only bound together, 
and ſo mutually united the intereſts of 


- mankind, as to individuals, but be- 


came the cement between country and 
country, and introduced a dependence 
upon the principles of honour, juſtice, 
uprightneſs, and punctuality, all over 
inciples being the 
very foundation of ſuch an intercourſe, 
and without which no man can poſſibly 
carry on a correſpondence in any kind 
of traffick. All wiſe princes, who 
have had the good of their ſubjects at 
heart, have conſtantly nouriſhed and 
given the greateſt encouragement to the 
arts of commerce; they have not only 
conſidered them, as they were ſure 
means to increaſe the riches of their 
ſubjects and their own revenues, but 
as they made their people wiſer and 
better, and conſequently more worthy 
of and faithful to their governors. 
An idle and debauched people will 
ever be the averſion and the plague of 


a diſcerning, and generous, and good 


prince. 
I paſſed in this manner the firſt two 
years of my time with much ſatisfac- 
tion and improvement to myſelf, and 
engaged the kindneſs and applauſe of 
my maſter, (who took opportunities to 
give my father and mother great plea- 
fpre in the Knowledge of my behaviour) 
the love of my friend, and the reſpe& 
of my fellow-ſervants. Happy ſhould 
T have been, if the ſucceeding years of 
my life had all been paſſed over wy 
rr e 
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the fame innocence, virtue, and pru- 


"dence, which would have ſecured me 


from the miſeries and diſtreſſes I after- 
wards ſuffered. 


CHAP. IX. 


RE IS SURPRIZED BY THE CAR- 
NACE OF A MAID-SERVANT— 
HER EXTRAORDINARY ASSIDUI- 
TY TO OBLIGE HIM—SHE BE- 


TRAYS HER LOVE FOR HIM—HIS 


' EFFORTS TO CURE HER—HE IS 
SEDUCED BY HER—HIS UNEASI- 
NE8S THEREON—SHE BECOMES 
TROUBLESOME TO HIM, AND 
JEALOUS—CAUTIONS TO YOUTH 

—HE GROWS COLD TO HIS 
FRIEND—SEEKS COMPANY—BE- 
COMES ACQUAINTED WITH PRIM 
THE MERCER, AND PRIG THE 
ATTORNEY. | 


HUS happily I ſpent my time 
'T Nin l the excellent pre- 
cepts of my father, and never deviatin 
from the principles of virtue and ho- 
nour; eaſy and contented, careſſed and 
eſteemed by every body. I generally 
vote once a month to my father or 
mother, and had with great pleaſure 
kept up a correſpondence with my two 
old friends, Sharpley and Archer, the 
former of whom, I underſtood by the 
laſt letter I received, had been rated 
already as a midſhipman by his uncle. 

At our town-houſe, Mr. Diaper 
kept two maid-ſervants, one of whom 
was a young girl, the daughter of a 
farmer in Cambridgeſhire, who was 
an agreeable creature, and poſſeſſed a 

* cn of ſpirit and vivacity. The 
ightT was conſidered in by the fami- 
PL made the ſervants very aſſiduous in 
doing every thing oy imagined would 
| _ me; but I had perceived, for a 
confiderable time, that this young 
woman was more ſtudious than ordi- 
nary, in doing ſuch little matters for 
me as were neceſſary to one in my ſta- 
tion: J had therefore been very gene- 
rous to her on ſeveral occaſions, to re- 
ward her for her obliging temper, not 
apprehending it to be from any other 
motive than that of her natural incli- 
nation, and from a ſenſe of the good- 
nature I always ſhewed to the inferior 
ſervants; but I was ſoon forced to 
change my way of thinking. I had 
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frequently caught her gazing at me 
with 5 0 


more than ordinary earneſtneſs, 


and, if I happened to look ſuddenly 


that way, ſhe would caſt her eyes down=- 
ward, bluſh, and I heard a ſigh now 


and then eſcape her; if I went into 


chamber on any occaſion, I 57 od 
found her fitting there, whence ſhe 
would retire on my approach, drop- 


and then could perceive tears in her 


eyes, and the whole family took notice 


her temper was very much altered, 
from that briſkneſs uſual to her, into 
a ſettled heavineſs and melancholy. 
As I had converſed hitherto very little 
with the ſex, I was not at all appre- 
henſive of the true motives of this 
change, and therefore out of com- 
palhon, as imagining ſhe had heard of 


ſome misfortunes from home, endea- 


voured by pleaſantry and good- humour 


to ſet her to rights again; and, as ſhe 
was a favourite of Mrs, Diaper's, ber 


young maſter took the ſame pains, a 


often raillied her upon the little abſence 


of mind ſhe was guilty of. One day, 
in particular, having caught her all 
tears in our chamber, where I acci- 


dentally went for ſomething or other, 


I aſked her ſeriouſly, if any ill had 
happened to her, or, in ſhort, if I could 
any ways be of ſervice to her: Per- 
* haps,” ſays I, jocoſely, you have 
© received ſome bad news of your 
© ſweetheart; butpr*ythee, Nanny, don't 
© fret thyſelf to death about it; what, 
© I ſuppoſe he is falſe, is not he? 8h 

immediately got up; and, caſting a 
tender look at me, paſſed ſuddenly out 
at the door, ſaying, * Ah! Mr. Thomp- 
© ſon, if I have any ſweetheart, he is 
© not far from this ſpot, ſo much the 
« worſe luck for me. F was unmediate- 


ly ſtruck with the true ſtate of the caſe; 


- 


and, though very artleſs and ſtupid in 
ſuch matters, perceived that I had been 


the cauſe of all this ſudden alteration. 


In the firſt emotions of my heart, I felt 
ſome pleaſure in the thought of this 
conqueſt, I muſt {rovly own; the girl 
was young and handſome, and that 
was a dangerous temptation to a young 
fellow of my ſanguine and warm con- 
ſtitution; but ſoon the checks of rea- 
ſon and morality got the better in my 
mind, and I was reſolved to behave to 


her in a more diſtant and cautious 


manner; for as it was impoſſible, and 


contrary to the ambition of my temper, 


and 


ping 2 low curtſey ; I thought I now 
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and the maxims of prudence and dut: 6 
to indulge a fancy for her in a 5 
way, the expoſing myſelf to diſgrace, 
r her to ruin, was a thought too 
| horrid to harbour in a ſoul that had 

been nurtured in a deteſtation of the 

ſordid and baſe gratifications of the 
paſſions. I ſeldom went into the houſe 
but at meal-times, after this, or when 
my young maſter accompanied me; 
and forbore either to ſpeak to, or look 


upon her, hoping that this might in- 


"duce her to come to a proper way of 
thinking; but I ſoon found this was a 
diſtemper that was not to be cured ſo 
ſuddenly : in proportion as I retreated, 
the grew more and more inflamed, and 
put herſelf in my way wherever I went; 


'would make twenty excuſes in a day to 


. alk for ſomewhat, or ſome queſtion in 
the ſhop or compting-houſe; and, as 
an example of the dangerous and faſ- 
cinating wiles of women, I myſelf 
grew uneaſy, was reſtleſs, new and 


unuſual deſires agitated my breaſt, I 


5 to burn for I knew not what, 
and it was with the utmoſt force I re- 


ſtrained myſelf, when an unlucky op- 


Forrunity oon betrayed all my reſolves, 


The other maid was one day ordered 


with a meſſage in the country, and un- 
fortunately my friend was engaged to 
dine abroad, which he ſeldom did; ſo 
that I was forced to eat by myſelf, and 
nobody was there to wait on me but 
Mrs. Anne : the journeyman was alſo 
at my maſter's country-houſe, where 
he had been invited to ſpend a day, or 
two. When I went up to dinner, I 
perceived at once that ſhe was dreſſed 
with more than ordinary care, and ſhe 
behaved with ſo much ready obliging- 


neſs, that it was impoſſible for me not 


to fall into ſome diſcourſe with her; 
in ſhort, temptation and opportunity 
were ſuch forceable batteries again 

my better reſolutions, that a thouſand 
wanton ideas ruſhed into my brain, 
_ and ſpread their baneful influence over 
my whole frame. She perceived my 
ſituation, and improved it by all the 
arts ſhe was miſtreſs of: nature, too 
weak to aſſiſt my reaſon, ſhe triumph- 
ed in the ſpoils of my innocence; and, 
emboldened by the firſt treſpaſs, the 
5} gan was too often repeated, 
before I could perſuade myſelf to re- 


. 


tire. When I, got by myſelf, I ſoey 


was tenipted to deplore my change of 


condition; I accuſed myſelf of what 
I had been guilty of, with the utmaſt 
thame and confuſion; I now found 
myſelf ruffled, uneaſy, and reſtleſs; be- 
fore, the goodneſs and the untainted- 
neſs of my heart ſhewed itſelf in all my 


actions, now I could ſcarce bear the | 


pain of reflection, and dreaded to loo 


even my virtuous friend in the face; 


the crime itſelf, the 3 of 
the conſequences, the fear of my own 


reputation, the injury I had done to 
an innocent creature, as I thought ber, 


by thus being ſeduced to indulge her 


weakneſs, all together, made my boſom _ 


concealing the fatal intercourſe, and 
found, alas! for the firſt time, that I 
muſt learn to be a hypocrite, to pre- 
tend that innocence, which was now 


no more: the thought of thus living a 
he“, gave me ſtill more inexpreſſible 


torture. I reſolved to renew the gui 
no more, and then immediately forfeit- 
ed my reſolution, Nor was my anxiety 
confined to my own reflections; I met 
with reproaches from her, and bewail- 
ings of what would become of her. I 
was obliged to truckle to her temper, 


to keep things eaſy : ſhe perceives her- 


felf with child, renews her complaints, 


1 proimiſe fidelity; the grows jealous, 


watches my actions, upbraids me, 
weeps, ſwoons away; I gratify her 
with money, ſoothe her, and, in ſhort, 
become a very wretch and mere ſlave. 

Ve youths, beware how ye yield to 
the firſt attacks of vice! How cautious 
ought you to be to guard againſt the 
firſt allurement, the beginning witch- 
craft! Let it attack you in what ſhape 
it will, it is equally deſtructive, equally 
perverſive of your future good, equally 
conducive to extirpate the reliſh of vir- 


tue from your minds! But, above all, 


beware of it, when it approaches you 
under the ſoft, the too enchanting, too 
captivating charms, of female deluſive 
arts! It is then ye ought to put forth 
your utmoſt ſtrength, awork every nerve, 
to reſiſt the ſubile invader! Peace and 
ſerenity of mind once deſtroyed, the 
conſequence is dreadful; ſeldom we 
have the power to retreat, but hurry 
on to bury, in a wild of folly and in- 


„ Weoollaſtn, | 


temperance, 


a pres hell; I began to form ſchemes 
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temperanee, the little reflection, and 
the woeful regrets, that will ſtill con- 
tinue to haunt our ſouls. 


The reliſh T uſed to have for the 


company of young Mr. Diaper was 
palled; I had a ſecret kind of envy of 
his ſnperior virtue: he perceived my 
alteration; but I aſcribed it to the 
head-ache, lowneſs of ipirits, and other 
cauſes: buſineſs languithed with me, 
home was uneaſy to me, where I met 
with nothing but reproaches from my - 
ſelf, ad upÞraiiings from the au— 
thoreſs of my milery. The delicate 
and fine ſentiments I] nad imbibed, and 
the turn of my mind, which was of a 
genuine pure caſt, now gave me repeat- 
ed vexations, never-enaing reproaches. 
L ſought to bury my diiquiets in com— 
pany : the minute the hours. cf buſi— 
nets were over, ] was no more to be 
ſcen ; but, aſſociating myſelf with ſome 
of the neighbouring apprentices of m 
own age, whoſe company I before had 
deſpiſed. endeavoured by wine and 
mirth to drown and ſilence my regrets, 
The two whom I was molt frequently 
engaged with were Will Prim, a mer— 
c21's apprentice, who had ſerved half 
his time, and Dick Prig, an attorney's 
clerk, whoſe ſervitude was juſt ex- 
pire:l: as theſe young fellows were of 
2 lively, gay, thoughtleſs diſpoſition, 
and their converſation was full of hu- 
mour, I ſuffered myſelf to ſpend whole 
evenings in their company, in a ſort of 
eluh or ſociety, which met at thoſe 
times to unbend themſelves after the 
fatigues of the day. 


CHAP. X. 


ACCOUNT OF HIS NEW ASSOCIATES 


— HE IS DISGUSTED WITH THEIR 


MANNERS AND BEHAVIOUR—BE- 
COMES ACQUAINTED WITH MR. 
SPECULIST — HE IMBIBES HIS 
FRINCIPLES—TURNS RAKE—RE- 
MOVES HIS MISTRESS TO READY- 
FURNISEED LODGINGS, WHERE 
S HE IS BROUGET TO BED. 


R. Prim was a young man of a 
1 good ſnare of natural ſenſe, 
which he had woefully perverted, and 
a tolerable education, by practiſing all 
the reigning follies ; but he retained 
an unuſual flow of expreſſion, which 
was very engaging. Prig was of a 


more reſerved diſpoſition, and had pre- 
ſerved hitherto the appearance of vir- 


tue by the deepeſt hypocriſy and diſſi- 


mulation; he had heen 'bred up to 


le:rning, in which he had made con- 
ſidcrable improvement, and manifeſted 
his talents at diſputation and contro- 
verſy with great applauſe. 
The feſt of our company conſiſted 
of jcurneymen and apprent.ces, all in 
the ſame neighbourhood, whoſe cha- 


racters and capacities were as various 


as their profeſſions. Nothing could 
better evidence the beginning depravity 


of my mind than the pleature I took 


in theſe meetings; and what I at firſt 


had recourſe to, to chace away diſa- 
greeable reflections on my late miſcar- ' 


riage, was almoſt become fo habitual, 
that J longed till buſineſs was finiſhed, 
that I might fly to my new companions, 
The converſation, however, ſoon grew 
diſtaſteful to me, generally rolling upon 
the ſecrets of their maſters, the tricks 


praiſed in trade, ſarcaſms upon the 


behaviour of the perſons they lived 
with, and deſcriptions of ſcenes of 
madneſs and debauchery; and, when 
the diſcourſe grew dull, it was the 
cuſtom to fing a ſong round. I had 
never been uſed to any but ſuch con- 
verſe as improved and left a pleaſing 
reliſn upon the mind; and I was not 
yet ſo loſt to myſelf, as not to perceive 
the groſs foliy of ſpending time in ſo 
empiy and frothy a manner; beſides, 
perceived by the run of the diſcourſe, 
that moſt of my companions were the 
worſt of men, and that they were not 
aſhamed to boaſt and vaunt of ſuch 
actions 3s I could not, even now, re- 
flect on witnout horror. I became, 
con;equently, very dull and melan- 
choly, which was ſoon perceived, and 
the cauſe gueſſed at by Prig, who often 
propoſed to advance ſome ſerious topick 
of diſcyurie; and blamed the reſt for 
employing their time, and the time of 
the company, ſo much in talking of 
trifles, or wickedneſs, which he ſaid 
was worſe. 
be loſt ſo ſoon; J had money enough, 
and was very generous, and my two 
new friends had ſupplied their wants 
two or three times at my expence, 


which they did with the moſt careleſs 
and janty air imaginabie, always pro- 


miſing an immediate return; which, 
however, was never again thought of, 
I was juſt in the humour of leaving 

1 them 
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I was too good a bait to 
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them one night for ever, when a young 
gentleman came into the room, at 
whoſe appearance they all expreſſed the 
utmoſt ſatisfaion, and faluted him 
familiarly by the name of Harry Spe- 
culiſt: his deportment ſpoke fomewhat 
d ſo genteel, that I con- 
ſtrained myſelf, and ſat down again in 
my place, After the uſual ſalutations, 
T was preſented. to him as a gentleman 
deſerving his acquaintance; and I could 
over-hear Prig telling him that I was 
a cleyer young fellow, a ſcholar, and 
2 man of ſenſe. The converſation then 


became general, till the new-comer re- 


roved one of the company for ſwear- 


ing, which gave me a great deal of 


pleaſure: he then harangued upon the 
adious, unprofitable, and vulgar na- 


ture of that uſeleſs vice in ſo pretty 
and ſo polite a manner, that 1 was 


uite enamoured with him, and parted 
that evening, after we had mutually 


_ requeſted the pleaſure of each other's 


company the next night; when, ac- 


_ cording to- agreement, we met, and 


happened to be near half an hour to- 
— before the reſt came. After 


ome curſory compliments, he told me 


that he obſerved laſt night that I did 


not ſeem much pleaſed with the com- 

any ; * Andreally,” ſays he, © I muſt 
# agree with you, that the converſation 
* amongſt them is much beneath the 
* dignity of a man of ſenſe and re- 


© fleCtion, or a rational creature: I 
Have abſented' myſelf frequently on 


s that account; but, as IJ know my 
company is eſteemed by them, my 
benevolence t my fellow - creatures 
will not ſuffer me to abſtain from my 
viſits altogether; and I the rather 
come now and then, as perhaps I 
may be lucky enough to drop ſome- 
what or 6ther that may benefit them, 
and engage them to forſake ſome fol- 
lies that I fear they are not a little 


* guilty of.“ ' I commended his diſpo- 


sition, which appeared to me perfectly 
amiable; and we were entering into'a 
very entertaining converſation, when 
Mr. Prig and two or three more en- 
rered the room, The converſation then 


became general, and at length pro- 


duced a diſpute between Mr. Speculift 
and Prig, upon the moral fitneſs of 


things; in which I diſcovered either 
of them was far from being an advo- 


cate for Revealed Religion. However, 


hat Speculiſt ſaid was modeſt, and 


ſerved a tolerable appearance of reſpac 


ſpoke with candour and a ſhew of im- 
partiality. I ſoon became very intimate 


with this perſon, who ſeemed to be. 


have irreproachably, and underſtood he 
had been deſigned for the church; but 
a fortune of 200]. per annum coming 
to him by the death of an uncle, he 
choſe to live unincumbered by the du. 
ties of any particular profeſſion. In 
proportion as this intimacy increaſed, 
J diſcovered new matter for feſpect in 
my new acquaintance, who now en. 
gy rather too much of my time; 
ie had a large ſhare of knowledge, 
and the moſt taking manner of ex- 
preſſion and addreſs' that I ever met 
with; but it would have been happy 
for me, had I never known him: his 
38 were deteſtable; and though 
e covered his failings with great art, 
yet { found, in ſome time, that he was 
much addicted to very eoarſe gratifi- 
cations of his ſenſes, and that his de- 
votion to women was exceſſive, In 
ſhort, the unſettled and anxious ſtate 
of my already-tainted mind gave me 
up a prey to his maxims and principles, 
and I ſoon began to ſee difficulties in the 
facred writings, and abſurdities, as I 
fooliſhly imagined, that tottered my 
faith to the very foundation. I began 
to think our paſſions were given us to 


be gratified, and fo long as ſcandal 
could be avoided, which was the whole 


that conſtituted the crime, I might in- 
dulge in the molt guilty exceſſes: ac- 
tions, we agreed mutually, were no 
otherwiſe good or bad than as they 
promoted or interfered with the happi- 
neſs of the community, and that all 
ceremonies or modes of worſhip were 
empty and ridiculous; and thus, in a 
few months, I was involved in guilty 
courſes, and a few-fallacious argu- 
ments, that too much flattered my pre- 


ſent temper, overturned what the wiſ- 


dom and goodneſs of my father had 
been erecting in my ſoul for years. 
This, however, is certain, that I had 
been ſeeure from all the arts of Specu- 
liſt, whoſe arguments, in my more ſo- 
ber moments, appeared very cobwebs 
to me, had I not been previoully guilty | 
of a'crime that had unhinged and un- 
ſettled' my ' temper; and untuned my 
mind for the practice of any good pre- 
—_— ex 

By this time Nanny began to ſhew 
her pregnancy ; and, 'as ſhe! had pre- 


tor 
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for ſome time paſt, I agreed to a re- 
Aueſt ſhe made me to provide her a 
Jodging, and give her ſome ſupport, 
for the farther gratification of my un- 
Jawful y + gr accordingly, pre- 
| tending ſhe had received a letter that 
Her father was very bad, and requeſted 
her to come into the country, = ob- 
tained her diſcharge from our good 
-miſtreſs, who parted with her, as did 
all the reſt of the family, without the 


Jeaſt apparent ſuſpicion of what had 


happened; and I ſaw her to an apart- 
ment I had provided in the ſkirts of 


the town, ſupplying her with what 
money was neceſſary in her preſent 


condition. I generally viſited her every 
evening, and renewed now, without 
much compunction, that intercourſe 


that had brought me thus inte ſo diſ- 


mal a fituation. At the diſtance of 
three months after her removal, ſhe 
was delivered of a ſon, which happily 
died in the month; and now I more 
than ever herded with Prim and his 
companions, often ſtaying out late, 
and frequently not returning home all 
night, which induced great expences; 
and, together with thoſe of my miſ- 
_ treſs, reduced me to very great ſtraits. 
Young Mr. Diaper, though he carried 
a face of more gravity and concern 
than ordinary, took no manner of no- 
tice of the difference of my conduct; 
but in every thing had hitherto be- 
haved with his uſual friendſhip and 
kindneſs, which I was far from de- 


ſerving, being become a moſt notorious 


rake and debauchee, 


n At. . 


HIS EXTRAVAGANCY PERCEIVED 
BY HIS FATHER*'s FRIEND, TO 
WHOM HE. WAS INTRUSTED—HE 
ADVISES HIM—HE GROWS QUITE 
NEGLECTFUL OF HIS BU SINE SS— 
TENDER DISCOURSE BETWEEN 
HIM AND YOUNG DIAPER—EX- 
TRAVAGANCY, OF HIS: MISS— 


QUARRELS WITH HER—DISCO- 


VERS HER INFIDELITY—PARTS 
WITH HER RECEIVES ALETTER 
FROM HIS FATHER, 


MZ frequent demands upon Mr. 


Deacon, the gentleman to whom 
my father had recommended me, and 


- Mtrufted with the payment of my allow- 


ance, and who had behaved with the 
greateſt reſpe& and conſideration ima- 

inable, ever ſince his departure, made 
— very ſuſpicious that my conduct was 
not ſo right as it had been formerly; 
for, in the firſt two years of my time, 
I had not drawn above a third of what 
he was deſired to ſupply me with; and 
Now, all on a ſudden, as it were, tak - 
ing the remainder out of his hands, 
and preſſing for more every now and 
then with great earneſtneſs, it was very 
natural for him to think oddly of the 
matter. He ſpoke to my maſter and 
his ſon about it, and enquired privately 
into my behaviour; but, as to my 


maſter, he knew nothing to the con- 


trary but that I behaved as well as 
uſual ; and, as to his ſon, he had too 
much affe&ion for me to betray his 
ſentiments, or the knowledge he had 
of the alterations that he had obſerved 
in me; therefore he b ee that 1 
might have fallen upon ſome ſcheme 
to employ the money in ſome way or 


other to my advantage, as he had ob- 


ſerved in me before a great diſpoſition 
to cecenomy and frugality : however, 


this did not hinder him from giving all 


the proper advice that he thought ne- 


ceſſary in my unguarded time of life. 


He laid open the vices and follies of 
the town with becoming indignation ; 
and pointed out to me thoſe rocks and 
quickſands on which ſo many unhappy 
young men had been loſt. As I had 
a great regard and reſpe& for him, I 
always attended to what he ſaid with 
abundance of patience; for I had not 
yet learned to ira qu inſtruction, or to 
be diſobliged wit 

him ſuch anſwers, as, for the preſent, 
allayed his fears; and accordingly 


he had not wrote about them to my 


father. 

My friendly young maſter all this 
time was very uneaſy on my account z 
he was ſenſible, that, if I was engaged 
in any laudable purſuit, I ſhould, with 


my former freedom, have imparted it 
to him, and aſked his advice, as uſual, 


till. lately; and therefore feared, con- 
ſidering alſo the conſtant embarraſſment 
of my behaviour and countenance, that 
ſomewhat very extraordinary had hap- 
pened to me; but my ſtaying out of 
nights convinced him that I was de- 
tained for no good, I could often per- 
ceive him ſigh; and as his love for me 
was very great, and, indeed, met with 

E 2 a moſt 


reproof ; and gave 
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a moſt affectionate return, and an un- 
reſerveil confidenge, till I was thus 
kurried from myſelf by this breach in 
my morals, he could no longer conceal 
his concern; and one evening, when I 
was going to my ufual rendezvous, he 
begged the favour of my company, a 
requeſt I could not poſſibly help com- 
plying with, EN 
' We ſpent the fore part of the even- 
ing in our uſual manner, converſing 
on ſeveral, uſeful topicks, and reading 
alternately; and, to render my deten- 
tion the more acceptable to me, he pro- 
vided a ſupper, and the glaſs was cir- 
culated 4 more freedom than ordi- 
nary. Heaccidentally, at length, took 
up the Fair Penitent, which lay on the 
table; and, turning it over, aſked my 
opinion of the tender ſeene between 


*Altamont and his friend Horatio, after 


he had diſcovered the falſnood of Ca- 
liſta. I freely confeſſed I thought the 


poet had worked it up with a great 
deal of judgment; and that, conſi- 


dering the provocation Altamont had 


given his friend before, it was a maſter - | 
piece to introduce Lavinia, without 
' whoſe interpoſition it would have been 


very improbable to effect ſuch a recon- 


4 ciliation. Thence our diſcourſe rolled 
on the nature of friendſhip, about 


which our ſentiments were quite con- 


formable: And now, dear Joe, ſays 
he, may I not reproach vou for want 
© of frieadſhip to me? I have obſerved 
an unuſual, unlooked for altera- 
tion in your behaviour, for many 
months: I am fenſible your coldnets 


* towards me has not been caulcd by 


any thing I have ſaid or done to of- 
fend you; I have too great a regard 
for you ever even to think of any 
© thing likely to give you pain or un- 


* eaſinet3; what, then, is the reaſon 1 


am become diſtaſteful to you? You 


« ſhun me, apd fly my company, as if 


„it was diſagreeable to you. As a 


* fincere friend is ene of the greateſt 


_ © bleflings in life, to be diſappointed in 


« ſuch an enjoyment is one of the 


© greateſt mortifications imaginable ; 
and our friendſhip was of ſuch a na- 


ture, having ſevereſt virtue for it's 
« bajis, as the poet ſays, that nothing 
put a deviation from it's divine prin- 
« ciples, I think, could deſtroy our 
union. My affection to you, is, 
perhaps, more ſtrongly rooted than 
you can well imagine; how then can 
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I perteive the cloud you wear upon 
© your countenance, and that viſible 
© alteration in you; you, who was a 
pattern of regularity and ſobriety, 
* without feeling the moſt pungent ſor- 
row? For God's fake, Joey, unbo- 
.* ſom yourſelf to me; whatever has 
happened, I am ready to comfort and 
aſſiſt you, not only by words, but will 


* 


to reſtore your quiet. I am ſenfible 


very wretch; and, though you never 


culiſt, I will plainly tell you, that, 
if it be no impeachment to your good 
ſenſe to keep him company, yet, in 
time, it will be very deſtructivé of 
your morality; there 1s ſcarce a more 


a companion the more dangerous, as 
he gilds over his vices with the ap- 


What would our fathers fay ! what 
would they think of you, if you were 
known to like his fellowſhip and 
converſation !' So home a charge gave 


me the utmoſt pain; I bluſhed and was 


confounded, and fi»cerely hated my- 
ſelf, for abuſing ſo much goodneſs and 
generoſity: in that tranſient moment 
I took a ſilent reſolution to leave off 


my follies; I was relieved by the 
thought; I refumed a free air, and, 


without much conſtraint, told the dear 
'outh that I was ſenſible my conduct 

ad been very reproachable. Not 
© ſo,” ſays he; I don't reproach you; 
1 defire to know nothing you are not 
willing I ſhould know, only return 
to the warm friendſhip you have al- 
ways ſeemed to be inſpired with, aud 


© that you are purſuing a courle that 
© will make you compleatly wretched.” 
Theſe laſt words were accompanied 
with a tear or two, which excited the 


ſame emotions of grief in me. I pro- 


miſed the dear friend, that I would 
ſoon diſcloſe my whole foul to him; 
and, in the mean time, begged him to 
ſuffer me to drop the dilcourie, Which 
became tov tender for me to tupport; he 
conſented,” we entered upon indifferent 
matters, and I ſcemed to be that night 
robbed of all my diſquiets, by the re- 
ſolution I had taken. I perceived, by 
ſome part of his diſcourſe, that he 
gueſſed a little at my ſituation; 0 

| 100 


relinquiſh every thing in my power 


of your late familiarity with Prim, 
and, take my word for it, he is a 


aſked me my opinion of Mr. Spe- 


. ͤͤ—ũꝓu!n 


vicious fellow breathing, and he is 


pearance of reaſon and philoſophy. 


ſave me from the pain of thinking 


Nea gave me torture inexprefſible ; I 
reſolved, over and over, to ſorſake my 
ſilly and vicious companions, and to 
return again to the happy ſtate I had 
loſt almoſt the reliſh for. Alas! how 
frail are all our reſolutions? I think I 
was bewitched, and the next night de- 
ſtroyed the force of every thing that 
paſſed the night before: my mind, uſed 
to idleneſs and folly, was not ſo ſoon 
to be reſtored to itſelf, and made ca- 
pable of ſober reflection; the glaſs was 
circulated, the, jeſts flew about the 
table; Speculut harangued, and I for- 
got myſelf and my friend. How hard 
is it to recover the mind, when too 
much pleaſure has ſoftened and ener- 


yated it? The returns of vice, like 


thoſe of an intermitting fever on the 
body, are not to be reſiſted; it bears 
all before it, and deſtroys every ſober 
and reaſonable ſuggeſtion. 

My neglects grew quite notorious at 
home; whole days, as well as nights, 
were ſpent with my new companions, 


or my girl, in all the abandoned looſe- 


neſs imaginable: Mr. Deacon, in vain, 
adviſed me, and threatened to write to 
my father; I was loſt to all ſenſe of 
my duty, and reputation itfelf ; when 


an accident, that befel me, rather con- 


duced to confirm me in my bad courſes, 
than to ſhew me ihe folly of them, by 
dictating to my unhinged and per- 
verted imagination, that all the pre- 
tences that were made in the world to 
religion and virtue were hypocriſy and 
diſſimulation. | 

The falſe plezſures I received in my 
amours, which were not ſolely confined 
to Nanny, if I had not been loſt indeed 
to all ſentiments of happineſs, were 
mingled with fo many ditagreeable cir- 
cumſtances, that I ſhould not have long 
thought them engaging. As to her, I 
began to receive the moſt cutting af- 
fronts from her; ſhe had loſt all her 
ſoftneſs and complaiſance, and domt- 
neered and flounced about, in a man- 
ner that ſurprized me; her rapaciuul- 
nels and extravagancy made me per- 
petually uneaſy ; the had even prevatl- 
ed on me to write to my father for an 
increaſe of. his moſt generaus allow- 
ance, and I had been ſuch a dupe as to 
e mply. Our meetings were generally 
uthered' in, and concluded, with a 
quarrel, in which we mutually àaœuſed 
each other for being the cauie of our 


pRient unhappineſs; in ſhort, I grew 


7 


—.. . WE Ä mmm ¾ ᷣůdtLm . c , —ͤ—— 8 


Jok THOMPSON. 33 


jaded and tired; ſeldom came near her; 
and, if fear of her violent temper had 
not deterred me, ſhould haye parted 
with her with great fatisfa&tion. I 
thought I perceived of late a felf-inte- 


reſtedneſs and cunning reſerve, that 1 
had never noticed before. I had ſtayed 


away from her one whole week, when 
I took a reſolution to call upon her, to 
leave her ſome money, having juſt re- 
ceived ſome from Mr. Deacon, which, 
indeed, upon my importunity, he had 


advanced before it was due. When I 


came to the door, the woman of the 
houſe told me, with a half finite, that 
Mrs. Jenkins's couſin was with her, 
for that was the name we went b 

there, myielf paſſing for her huſband, 
who was a tid2-waiter, and employed 


chiefly in buſineſs upon the river, 


which made my viſits ſo uncertain, 


The word coy/iz ſtartled me, for I had 


really ſome little affection for her; and, 
upon enquiry, the woman told me ſhe 


thought I had known of his viſits, for 


he was there every day. I ſaid no 


more, but ſoftly ſtole up ſtairs into the 


bed-chamber, where, from a cloſet, I 
could over-hear every thing that paſſed 
in Madam's dining-room ; and had not 
been placed Jong, but, to my great 
ſurprize, J heard the voice of Mr. 
Packer, our journeyman. Thereader 
may eaſily gueſs my aſtoniſhment, and 


the conjectures that diſtracted my brain, 
when I was relieved from my doubts 


of the reaſon of his being there, by 
the following dialogue, frequently in- 


terrupted with kiſſes: 9, ſays he, 


the young puppy has not been here 


this week, you lay; upon my ward, 
Nancy, you ſhould act a little more 


— 


y, you will loſe your ſpark, and you 


That's true, fays the, but, as at firſt 
I gave mytelf to him to ſereen our cor- 


can have no regard for him, but the 
utmoſt averſion, which, in ſhort, I be- 
gimto be unable to conceal ; I won- 
der you will put me to fo difficult a 
talk.'—" If it was not for his mo- 
ney,” replied he, he might be 


in my prelent ..ituation, to keep 
you myicit; and, therefore, as wz 
reap fuch a benefit from him, you 
ſhoutd behave 1o as to fecure Him 


till we can do better.“ This ſpeech 


Was 


polineally. if you uſe him fo rough 


know we cannot do without him. '— 


reſpondence, you mult be ſenſible that 


de,] but it is impoſſible for me, 


"IE JOE THOMPSON, 


was ſucceeded by an embrace, which 
I could perceive was carried on to the 
laft criſis. My ſurprize and aſtoniſh- 
ment at this exceeded deſcription ; I 
trembled with rage and fury, my knees 
tottered under me, and I was ready to 
fall on the floor; but, recollecting my- 


ſelf, I made ſhift to find my way 


down ſtairs; and, going to a neigh- 
bouring publick-houſe, wrote the fol- 
Jowing letter, and left it with)the wo- 


man to deliver to her, together with 


two guineas ; and, paying the arrears 
of rent due, told her I diſcharged my- 
ſelf of any farther care about payin 
for the lodgings, and then departed, 
_ pleaſed with myſelf for having exer- 
ciſed ſo much temper and prudence, 


© MADAMy 


x PHE proofs I have juſt received 

+ of your ill treatment of me, 
© from firſt to laſt, by the diſcourſe I 
© have over-heard between you and 
© your paramour, have determined me 
to be your dupe no longer. I don't 
© pretend to upbraid you, but only 
reflect upon my own folly and ſtupi- 
dity, for ſuffering myſelf to be made 


© the tool and property of a baſe, de- 
© ſigning woman, ſo evidently to my 
© hurt and detriment, I have diſ- 


© charged what was due for your lodg- 
© ing, and have left two guineas in 
© your landlady's hand for your pre- 
c ſent uſe; for you may aſſure your- 
© ſelf you will no more hear from 
| © JosEPH THOMPSON. 
P. S. If your acquaintance behaves 
© prudently, it ſhall not be my 
« fault if any thing of his con- 
© duct tranſpires,” 


Had any indifferent perſon been the 
accomplice of this woman, I believe 1 


ſhould immediately have grown ſick 
and tired of vice, which wears ſo many 
thorns about it; but Packer was reck- 


oned a prodigy of ſobriety, and had 
made ſhift to behave ſo cautiouſly, 


that he was the favourite of our whole 
family, and had been particularly 
obliging to me: he was a conſtant 
church-goer, and put on ſuch an ap- 
gia of religion and ſanctity, that 
1e was the laſt perſon I could have ſu- 
ſpected of any criminal action; but 
now, diſcovering the blackneſs of his 
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behaviour, I concluded, all in A hurry; 
that there was no real goodneſs in the 
world, and ſtrengthened myſelf with 
a maxim of Rochefoucault's, that Spe- 


culiſt had ever in his mouth, that all 


mankind are knaves or fools, and only 
differ from one another as they are more 


to argue, myſelf into a belief, that 
hypocriſy and diſſimulation, rather 
than any rea] virtue or piety, was the 
fource of the orderly behaviour of 
thoſe that paſſed for the beſt people. 
I rejoiced at my delivery from the 
ſlavery and expence I was involved in, 
and ſwore that no particular object 
ſhould bias me again to ſo much folly, 


Theſe reſolves were more ſtrengthened 


by the converſation I had the ſame 


evening with Speculiſt; and 1 ſtill in- 


creaſed them by the mirth that was in- 
ſpired by wine, and the company of 
my old aſſociates. | 

When I returned home, Mr. Dea- 
con, I found, had left a letter, which 
he received incloſed in one to him from 


my father, which haſtily breaking 
open, I found to the following effect. 


© DEAR SON; 


A 1 Can't help telling you, that your 


© defiring an augmentation of the 


© ſum I allow you for your expences, f 
© has very greatly ſurprized me; and 


© I can't at preſent imagine how you 


© could even diſpoſe of what you 


© have had already. If I was apt to 
£ ſuſpe& your conduct, I have but too 
© much reaſon to do ſo; as I have, to 


my great concern, found you ſlack 
and remiſs in paying the compliment 


of writing to me and your mother; 
and Mr. Deacon has, with the 
molt tender regard, however, to you, 


hinted ſome things to me which can- 


not fail giving me conſiderable pain: 
but as your maſter, in his laſt ac- 
count of you, ſaid ſo much in your 


cured from the attacks of vice or 
folly, which ride predominant in 
London, by a virtuous and ſober 
education, and an excellent natural 
temper, I will not give way to any 
uneaſy ſurmiſes; nay, I have even 
gratified your requeſt, and have de- 
fired my friend to increaſe your ſti- 
pend ten pounds every year. 


* 


hope, my deer child, you will not 


6 give 


Thus I argued, or ſeemed 
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t give me occaſion to repent my indul- 
© gence; I am ſenſible of the many 
* temptations youth are liable to in 
£ that wicked town; I am even tempt- 
© ed ſometimes to blame myſelf for be- 
ing the inſtrument of your going 
« there; but, all things conſidered, 

and reflecting upon the excellent ex- 


amples before, you, in your worthy. 


maſter and his amiable ſon, I believe 
I may make myſelf eaſy. Remem- 
ber one thing, that immoderate ex- 
pences, even in the innocent cravings 


of nature, and the faſhions that cuſ- 


0 

1 
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* 

# tom has introduced, is a thing of a 

very bad tendency, and will, in time, 

© engage a corrupt habit of mind, I 

©. would not have you mean and fſor- 

did; your temper and conſtitution 
© ſecures you from that; and, on the 

© other hand, employ your money ju- 
« diciouſly, and let not your plenty be 
* a temptation to a too great indul- 
c gence of pleaſure, or any extrava- 
« oantgratifications. Sir Walter, who 
6 am bailt an houſe in our neighbour- 
© hood, and the young lady, who 1s 
© always with your mother, and ſeems 
to have a great regard for me and 
my family, deſire their compliments 
© to you: your mother ſends her bleſ- 
6 
4 
- 


ſing, and you have the ſame, moſt 


heartily, with prayers for your health 
and welfare, from your very affec- 
s tyonate father, 


© WILLIAM THOMPSON, 


CHAP. XII. 


HE PREQUENTS THE PLAYHOUSE 
— CONVERSES WITH WOMEN OF 
THE TOWN—RESORTS TO BAW- 
DY-HOUSES — ADVENTURES AT 

A NOTED BAGNIO—BEATS THE 
WATCH IS CARRIED WITH PRIM 
TO THE WATCH-HOUSE—THEY 
ARE RELEASED —PAYS A DEBT 
FOR PRIG==COMMENCES AN Ac- 
QUAINTANCE WITH MRS, MO- 
DISH. EEE | 


THIS letter of my father's at firſt 


ve me a great deal of pain, 
and opened a field of reflection, which, 
however, I ſoon overcame: if it did 
me any ſervice, it was only to make 
me more careful of keeping up appear- 
ances at home, that my maiter might 


moment, an 


35 
not perceive my alteration of charac- 
ter; therefore I never ſtaid out late, or 
lay out all night, at thoſe times which 
he ſpent in town, which were now leſs 
frequent than ever, as his ſon was 
more and more capable to ſupply his 
place; and, as to him, his friendſhip 
ſilently winked at every thing. Freed 
from the incumbrance of the perfidious 
wretch my miſtreſs, and Packer, for 
his own ſake, behaving with great cir- 
cumſpection and is Fas I gave a 
looſe to the falſe pleaſures I was de- 
voted to, more than ever; every night 
carried me with Speculiſt, Prig, or 
Prim, to the theatre, which was now 
become my reigning taſte; but as m 

ſoul was muddied, and foul with vi- 


cious taint, all the ſublime morality 
of our excellent dramatick erform- | 


ances was loſt upon me, and, ming- 
ling with the ſenſcleſs herd, it only 
became a place of downright debau- 
chery, and ſtupid ſallies of incoherent 
impertinence; hiſſing, affronting the 
audience, drawing bluſhes from the 
fair, intriguing with the actreſſes be- 
hind the ſcenes, attending the levee in 
the Green Room, converſing with the 
loweſt part of the town, though, per- 
haps, diſtinguiſhed by dreſs and title, 
buffoonery, bawdry, and rank non- 
ſenſe, were the delicate inducements 
that drew us there. Often our enter- 
tainment concluded with a riotous 
283 wherein the maddeſt actions, 
the moſt obſcene and irregular ſtarts 
of paſſion diſtinguiſhed us; and as 
we ſeldom went there till we were top- 
heavy, as the ſaying 1s, we wee 58 
came off with the worſt : from thence 
we uſed to adjourn to the tavern, and, 
when thoroughly inflamed with the 
inſpiring juice of the vine, ſcour the 
hundreds of Drury, and commit ſuch 
pranks, as it were a ſhame and re- 
proach even to mention, 'The women 
of the town now engaged my atten- 
tion; and, fora time, I took the great- 
eſt pleaſure imaginable in frequenting 


the dark regions of luſt. To deſcribe 
the various broils this engaged me in, 


and the hair-Hhreadib ſcapes I had from 
the wiles of the flattering whore, and 
the rage of the ſwaggering bully, would 
tire my reader's patience, and keep 
him too 1 from things of greater 
of more engaging reliſh. 

The tricks I have ſeen put upon the 
unwary that fell into theſe righteous 
| ; us: hands, 
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thoſe temples of Satan. 


duce and ſtart the game. 
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hands, the loathſome nauſeouſneſs of 
thoſe apparently tempting charmers, 
when viewed in puris naiuralibus, 
would. have ſoon given a ſurfeit to any 
but a wreich who had thrown aſide all 
delicacy and conſideration, and the ex- 


erciſe of reaſon and good ſenſe, My 


exceſſes of this kind frequently made 


me the victim of the moſt ſnocking diſ- 


temper; which, however, as I ſuffered 
it to run to no extremity, gave me but 
a flight uneafnets; a furgeon's ap- 
prentice, one of our gang, was always 
2t hand, with his own ſkill, and his 
maſter's medicines, to patch up the 
diforder, without hindrance or confine- 
ment ſufficient to draw us off long 
from the odious cuſtom of reſorting to 
The life of 
a common proſtitute is ſurely the moſt 
miferable that imagination can form 
an idea of, ever ſubject to the brutal 
violence and filthy embraces of a pro- 
miſcuous motley herd, and. like the 
common-ſewer, a receptacle of all 
filth that flows from the libidinous ex- 
ceſſes of the town; nor could the 
famed box of Pandora contain more 
evils than ſhe is made the inheritor of; 
till a conſtan t purſuit of the ſame filthy 
trade totally demoliſhes her health, and 
ſhe rots away by piece-meal, and at 
length is too often expoſed and aban- 
doned to a ſhocking untimely end, by 
the courfe of the flowly-ftealing cor- 
ryption, or the hand of juſtice heavily 
reſfing her for ſome trivial theft, that, 
perhaps her woeful wants have forced 
The to commit. Io 
One evening Prim and myſeif had 
Formed a reſolution of lying at a noted 
bagnio near Charing Croſs, to purchaſe 
the enjoy ment Gi a frelh brace of theſe 
dulcineas, being quite cloyed with 
thoſe at our uſual reſorts: being ſtran- 
gers to the governeſs of theſe filles de 
jeye, we perſunded Speculiſt to intro- 
Old mother 
Damnable received us with great affec- 


tion of complaiſance, and calling us 


her children, the uſual cant, {aluted us 
ſeverally with a pair of lips that expel - 
Jad a breath equalled by nothing but 
the cadaverous ſcent of a putrified CAr- 
caſe, and had almoſt prejudiced me 
againſt the goods we were going to 
cheapen, Speculiſt aſked her how 
trade ſtood. Alack, my dear,” ſays 


Phe whining bawd, © I am almoſt ru- 


s ined ; theſe half-pay officers lie fo 


JOE THOMPSON. 


© heavily upon m hands, and ſcore 
© up more than I take of my other 
c gueſts: well, God bleſs the- king! 
* hut if we had another war, I might 
© have ſome chance for my money— 
© but what will you drink? I have 
© ſome of the fineſt arrack you ever 
© taſted. '— Well ſaid, mother, let 
© us have a ſtaring crown bowl, then.“ 
— © Fye, Mr. Speculiſt! fare you 
© would not call for ſich a pimping 
© quantity as that!— What ſay you, 


lobe chucking me under the chin, 


© ſhall I make it up half-a-guinea?— 


© Here, Mrs. Decoy, fill this bowl 


© with arrack.—Won't you walk into 
© the parlour, gentlemen?“ you will 
find all the ladies there; poor things, 
© they want company.“ Away we 
poſted into the parlour, and found 
three delicate boa robas drinking 


tea, and chatting by the. fire-fide, 


Here an elegant ſupper was ſerved up; 
and, after repleniſhing the buwl three 
or four times, mot of which was 


ſucked up by Madam and her Amphs, 


we ſettled the preliminaries, and every 


man ſingling his doxy, mounted for 
our ſeveral apartments, juſt as the 
watchman had roared out, Paſt two 
© o'clock IT mutt own, I thought 
I was going to claſp an angel, the red 
and white was fo livelily diſplayed on. 


her cheeks, and the ſwelling boſom 


gave me ſuch a proſpe&t of heightened 
raptures ; ſo with enger haſte diſrebing 
ourſelves, we crept between tne ſheets, 
prepared to employ our tine as jnduf- 
triouſly as cager warmth feretuli we 
ſhould : my baſhtin}l goddeſs, from her 
high ſenſe of modeſty, extinguiſhing 
the taper, to hide, as ſhe pretended, 
her glowing blnthes, being, poor 
thing, but newly inſtructed in the 
trade. In about an hour afrerwards 
we both fell into a ſound fleep, frem 
which we were ſuddenly awakened by 
a thundering noiſe at the door, Which 
at firſt. I could not conceive the mean- 
ing of, till I was theroughly rouzed 
by the terrifying cry of * Murder / 
© thieves! Finding it high time to 
provide for my ſecurity, 1 huddled on 
my cloaths in a trice: as for Madam, 
- ſhe ſtood ſhivering and ſhaking like an 
aſpin leaf; not that robbing the old 
devil's houſe, ſhe ſaid, wouid affect 
her, but ſhe was iearful the rogues. 
would abuſe and violate her perſon. I 
adviſed her, however, to fray where ſhe 

Was 
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was, whilſt t, armed with a poker, 
allied forth as grim as Hercules or 
Nera. Upon coming into the entry, 
which divided our apartment from 
three or four more on the ſame floor, I 
was immediately jumbled in the dark 
amongſt five or ſix women; who, by 
their voices, I found were the old 
bawd and ſome of her females, all 
trembling and crying to God, to have 
mercy upon them. I ventured to aſk 
the meaniug of their fright; © Alack- 
© a-day!* ſays the old whore, I am 
© ruined, Sir; to he ſure they have 
moved off every thing valuable be- 
low: and then blubbered out, Oh, 
my china! my pewter! and, to be 
© ſure, they have broken open my bar! 
© am an undone woman !'— Well,“ 
ſays I, © can't you ſtrike a light?' and 
the good mother then recolle&ed ſhe 
had a tinder-box in her room, but nei- 
ther herſelf, nor any body elſe, could 
be prevailed on to ſtir to fetch it. 
Whilſt this was under debate, we 
heard the door of another room open- 
ed, and a hoarſe voice hallowed out, 
© D—n your blood! what is all this 
* racket for? are you all mad ?*—* Oh, 
« captain,* ſays one of the wenches, 
| © there are thieves in the houſe; and at 
that inſtant a noiſe, like the overturn- 
ing of a table and glaſſes, ſaluted our 
ears. Oh, by G=! if that's all,” 
ſays the ſame voice, it is no buſineſs 
© of mine. D—n ye, why don't ye 
© call the watch?” and ſo ſlapped the 
door too again, and double-bolted it, 
Aye, ſays one of the ladies, there 
© is your man of courage for you, 
© Madam; I am ſure I would never 
« diſgrace ſcarlet, if I was ſuch a 
© coward—you will take care of num- 
© ber one, I perceive.” Preſently we 
heard a ſtamping up ſtairs, upon which 
the nymphs all Kudded, ſome into one 
room, and ſome in another, wherever 
they could grope their way. As ſoon 
as I perceived the ſtamping was pretty 
near our ſtair-head, I aſked, Who is 
© there? who is that?* A voice re- 
plied, which I ſoon diſtinguiſhed to be 
Prim's. What the devil have you 
© been at,“ ſays I, old friend ?'— 
* Nay, I can't tell,” ſays he, for I 
© believe all the devils in hell are let 


© looſe below.” By this time Madam 


Governeſs brought a light, and found 
Prim and me together; he without any 


thing on but his ſhirt, and ſhaking 
with. cold till his teeth uttered a found 
like the ticking of a clock, but more 
irregular, We reſolved now to ex- 
plore the bottom of the matter; fo 
inatching the light, and brandiſhing 
my poker, I marched in the van; 
Prim, armed with a braſs candleſtick, 
followed me, and the whole bevy of 
ladies brought vp the rear. When we 
came into the parlour, where we had 
been drinking, we found, indeed, the 
waole room ſtripped, and, turning our 
eyes towards the window, perceived 
that it had been broke open; and the 
ſhutter had a pannel compleatly cut 
out of it: here was the myſtery opened; 
our next work was to look after the 
ſtragglers, if perchance any had lag- 
ged behind; but our ſearch was fruit- 
leſs, for our noiſe had hurried them 
away ſo precipitately, that they had 
decamped without making any extra- 
ordinary booty. The man in ſcarlet, 
and Speculiſt, by this time had joined 
us, and propoſed a tiff of punch, 
which, as ſoon as Mrs. Decoy had 
kindled a fire, we had ſerved up, and 
nobody remained dull but the kind 
hoſteſs, who was mourning over the 
loſs of a punch-ladle and ſome other 
geer which ſhe miſſed after this incur- 
ſion. Such a groupe of figures I never 
ſurveyed before; the women had only 
looſe gowns over them, and ſo dithevel- 
led, that you would imagine they re- 


fembled ſo many furies: the captain, 


who was now very valiant at fight of a 
clear coaſt and the punch, had only his 
regimental coat on, and Prim had juſt 
put on a gown of Mrs. Decoy's, which 
E found lying in the kitchen; as to 
the miſtreſs of the houſe, having no- 
thing on to confine her load of belly, 
ſhe appeared a creature of ſuch a form, 
that it was impoſſible to invent a name 
for. Every one moved now to retire 


apain to their warm beds, and the lame. 


hint was given to me by a female voice 
over my ſhoulder, which I then per- 
ceived procceded from my bargain, who 
I thought had not ventured out of her 
room; but, O heavens! Ovid, wirh 
all his metamorphoſes, could not have 
matched ſuch a transformation, The 
red that had glowed in her cheeks was 
now removed to her chin, and her 
whole face was ſuch a jumble cf co- 
lours, and fo hagged and frightful, 
1. 1 
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that I diſputed the identity of the per- 
ſon: inſtead of the ſwelling breaſts, 
two ſhivering bags diſcovered them- 
ſelves of the colour of bladders, and 
not unlike them, when juſt half blown 
up; and, as to the jutting hips, their 
prominency, which before ſupported 


= a ſlender waiſt, was quite levelled and 
| lot. Quite fick, and full of averſion 


and curſes, I reſolved to ſtay no longer; 
and Prim being of the ſame mind, we 


ing, which amounted to forty-five ſhil- 
lings, allied out in purſuit of farther 
adventures. We directed our courle 
towards the city, and in my way I 
took occaſion to aſk my companion 
how he came down ſtairs at the bagnio 
at that hour of night; he informed 
me, that, being cloyed with his doxy, 
he had gone down with an intent to 
go to bed to Mrs. Decoy, as had been 
often practiſed by Speculiſt in that 
houſe; but found her neſt empty, and 
had been forced to hide himſelf till the 
thieves, of whom he counted three, 
| had evacuated the premiſſes. 
way down the Strand and Fleet Street, 

we aſſaulted every one we met, cha- 
grined with our late difappointments; 
brcke lamps, kicked ftrumpets, and 
abuſed the watch, whoſe lanthorns 


i 
| left Speculiſt, and paying our reckon- 
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licks, which we made prize of as they 
flept, contentedly ſnoring, at their 
ſtands. Turning the corner of Fleet 


——Ü— — 
———— — — 


ful guardians of the city's peace in a 
profound doze, his lanthorn and ſtaff 
ſtanding by him, which we ſeized and 
toſſed over into the ditch 3 but, waking 
fuddenly, we were obliged to take to 
our heels, followed by him and half a 
dozen more of the — whom 
he had alarmed with the cry of 
© Watch! As we were nimbler than 
our purſuers, we ſhould ſoon have got 
clear of them, if a watchman had not 
ſtarted out of Ludgate, as we were 
ſcouring through the gate, who at one 
blow laid Prim flat upon the pave- 
ment: fired with this diſaſter, and the 
injury done to my friend, I flew upon 
him, and wreſting his weapon out of 
his hand, ſoon ſent him to bear him 
ö company. 
ance coming, I had a hard taſk to 
maintain my ground; and, after giv- 
ing and receiving many weighty 


- — — 


In our 


and ſtaves became a prey to our fro- 


Ditch, we perceived one of theſe hope- 


y this time, more aſſiſt- 
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thwacks over the back and ſhoulders, 
I was ſeized by two of them behind, 
and with Prim, who had juſt recover- 
ed, was in triumph conducted to the 
watch-houſe: there fat, in great ſtate, 
the nocturnal majeſty of Mr. Conſta- 
ble, who, on hearing the allegations 
of the accuſers, determined to accom- 


pany us directly to the Compter, for 
which purpoſe, he ſent orders for all 


his band toattend him; but perceiving 
he was an hired magiſtrate by his ap- 
pearance, and the oddity of his bcha- 


viour, I begged the favour to ſpeak to 
him apart, and pretending td know 


moſt people in the ward, and adding 
to my ſpeech the prevailing rhetorick 
of half-a-crown, he perſuaded the in- 
jured parties to come to terms of agree- 
ment, telling ther, we ſeemed to be 
good-natured young gentlemen, and 
would, no doubt, make them proper 
amends, His eloquence prevailed, and 
a gallon. of beer and a quantity of gin 
being ſet before us, we ſoon came to 
an accommodation, and for the ſum of 
a ſhilling to each, after paying for the 
lanthorn and ſtaff, we were joyfully 
releaſed. It was now light, and we 
made ſuch a rueful appearance, that 
we determined not to go home till next 
evening, and directed our ſteps to the 
freſh air of Iſlington, to endeavour, 


by the reviving breezes of the country, 


to get rid of the qualms of our drink- 
ing, and the laſſitude occaſioned by 
want of reſt, In our way through 
that part of the ſuburbs in our rout, 
who ſhould we meet but poor Prig, in 
durance vite, in the hd of. a war- 
mal's court catch-pole! he was quite 
aſhamed of this rencounter; but, un- 
derſtanding that he was only detained 
for a debt of three pounds to his ſhoe- 


maker, we jointly depoſited the maney 


and the coſts, over a quartern of bran- 
dy at an alehouſe, and ſet him at liber- 


ty. As he had made a midnight ex- 
curſion alſo, we prevailed on him to go 
with us, and got about dinner- time to 
Holloway, where we joined company 
with a promiſcuous ſet of perſons that 
were juſt fitting down to table, at a 
houſe we had often uſed before. 
Amongſt the reſt was a very handſome 
woman, ſeemingly of about thirty 
years of age, whom her huſband, a 
moroic, ill- behaved man, had brought 
out for an airing: ihe betrayed ſo 

much 
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much averſion to her yoke- fellow, and 
appeared ſo complaiſant to every body 
elſe, that I foon judged her diſpo- 
ſition, and made all the adyances I 
could to a farther acquaintance; and 
ſome of the company, after the cloth 
was removed, propoling a walk in the 
garden, I gave my hand to the lady, 
who willingly left her ſpouſe to blow 
his pipe with my companions, and two 
or three more, over a bow! cf punch, 
and accompanied me. I found this 
lady was not over coy, and judged by 
what I perceived, that if opportunity 
could be found, ſhe would not ſhew 
much obduracy to a warm, preſſing 
young fellow. She had ſmitien my 
fancy, and I was refolutely determined 
to poſſeſs her, and rendered myſelf fo 
agreeable to her, that we made an ap- 
pointment to meet the next day at an 
acquaintance of her's in town, where 


I was to enquire for Mrs. Modith.“ 


We all came to London together, Prim 
and Prig having taken the hint, and 
made themſelves very agrecable to the. 


huſband, 


CHAP. XIII. 


PATAL CONSEQUENCES OF HIS A- 
MOUR—GOES TO THE MASQUE- 
RADE— PICKED UP AT  VAUX- 
HALL GARDENS—HEIS BEAT AND 
STRIPPED=—=GETS TO MR. SPE- 
CULIST'S 'LODGINGS—CATAS- 
TROPHE OF PRIM—CONTRACTS 
A BAD DISTEMPER—18 QUITE 
REDUCED—PAWNS HIS WATCH— 
GOES TO THE GAMING-TABLE— 
ISKICKED DOWN STAIRS—MEETS 
PRIG AT TOM KING/'S—RETURNS 
HOME—ISs WELL RECEIVED. 


X77 1TH eager expectation I count- 
VV <d the tedious hours, the next 
day, till the time of my appointment 
arrived; when, making an excuſe to 
go upon ſome buſineſs to the Cuſtom 
Houle, I viſited the place that inſhrined 
my princeſs; which was at a little 
ſhopkceper's on Tower Hill, where I 
found her waiting with as much impa— 
tience as I could poflibly be agitated 
with, I perceived this was not to be 
the ſcene of our amour; for, when the 

ood woman was gone afide, ſhe de- 
Fred me to propoſe going with her to 
Vauxhall, and gave me inſtructions to 


call her couſin: this, as ſoon as tea 
was ended, I did accordingly, and 


carried the grimace on ſo well, that, 


having obſerved her acquaintance ex- 
preſs herſelf in a great hurry of buſi- 
neſs, I cven preſſed her to accompany 
us; which, as I knew ſhe would, ſhe 
very politely declined: fo, calling a 
coach, I handed herintoit; and, when 
I had joined her, ordered the coachman 
to drive to Vauxhall, aloud ; but, in a 
kind of whiſper, toid him to make 
what expedition he could to Chelſea. In 
our way, all the little wanton blandiſh- 
ments that we had an opportunity for 
were practiſed on both ſides; and, in 
ſhort, we became ſo enamoured of one 
another, that the coach went too flowly- 
for our wiſhes. She indulged me in 
the moſt tempting liberties, and ſeemed 
quite pleaſed with and proud of her 
conqueſt. I underſtood her huſband 


was a rich druggitt, and that ſhe had 


been married againſt her conſent and 


inclination to him, which had, toge- 
ther with his moſt unſociable, jealous, 
and ſuſpicious temper, driven her to 
ſeek that happineſs and felicity abroad, 
that ſhe could not meet with at home. 
I began to think myſelf not at all to 
blame in this intercourſe; I looked 
upon her as a fine woman in diſtreſs, 
and flattered myſelf that my affording 


her relief and ſatisfaction was meri- 


torious, Thus falſely do we argue, 
when the mind 1s depraved, and loaded 
with a weight of iniquity; we gild 


over to ouriclves crimes of the deepeſt 


dye, if the ſmalleſt circumſtances can 
be gathered to alleviate them. I verily 
believe the moſt abandoned miſcreants 
thus reaſon with themſelyes ; and that 
no man, let him be ever fo wicked, 
but ſuggeſts to his mind ſome excuſe 
for what he commits, before he feels 
the falſe pleaſure in it that he propoſes. 
A plain proof this of the human heart's 
being originally created yoid of ble- 
miſh, and ſtimulated by the Author of 
Nature to nothing but praiſe-worthy 
motions. I began to be tired of the 
promiſcuous latitude I had given my- 
ſelf in the uſe of women: thoſe uneaſy, 
wretched days, that ſucceeded the loath- 
ſome revelling nights, which left me 
all jaded, tired, and qualmith, began 
to give me diſguſt; I looked upon this 
adventure as a relief from ſuch nauſe- 
ous dehauches, and reſolved to confine 
myſelf ſolely two my preſent object, and 

8 drink 


an 
drink large draughts of love. Mrs. 
' Modiſh, to a very fine perſon, joined 


a turn of wit and good-lfenſe that 
charmed me; 1 found her converſation 


. irreſiſtible, and thought myſelf the hap- 


pieſt of men in her. embraces. We 


ſpent the day fo ſatisfactorily to us 


both, that we paſted not only with re- 
gret, but in ſuch a tender manner as 


began to make us both ſerious; and I 


muſt ſay, that, barring the indulgence 
of this one appetite in ſo unlawful a 


manner, ſhe was not addicted to any 


one bad property. Poor woman! how 
happily, how prudently ſhe would have 
paſſed her days, had fortune beſtowed 


upon her a huſband of good-ſenſe and 


humanity, that ſhe could have an at- 


fection for, inſtead cf a four, moroſe, 
jealous wretch, who kad not capacity | 


enough to put any means in practice 
to engage her tenderneſs ! Ye covetous, 
worldly-minded parents, how many 
unhappy creatures you have made ! 
Our meetings were now very fre— 
quent; I for ſook my old companions# 


and was bent on nothing clie but 
pleaſing and obliging her. Methought 
there was ſomewhat in it that flatter- 


ingly recalled me to my former deli- 
cacy and good taſte; I imagined I was 


not doing any harm, as our intercourſe 


gave no body diſquiet: but this grave 
ſpecies of vice was ſoon to have a pe- 
nod. We werc one evening returning 


from a country walk, her arm fondly 
reſting upon my ſhoujder, when we 
were met by a gentleman, the fight of 


whom put her into the utmoſt conſter- 
nation; ſhe trembled, and was ready 


to faint, I was ſoon delivered from 


my ignorance of the occaſion by hear- 
ing him ſay—“ So, ſiſter, where, have 
* you been walking? J hope my bro- 
ther is well ?=S1x, your ſervant,' to 
me, and then bruſhed by us with great 
Halte. When ſhe recovered her ſpirits 
tuthciently, ſhe informed me it was her 
huſband's brother, who had always 
been her very great enemy; and hav- 


ing tome expectancy, in caie he ſhouid 


die without children, would, no doubt, 
make a handle of this meeting to do 
her all the prejudice in his power, I 


was diſtracted at what I heard; my 


cdliipoſition was, too generous to think 
at the inſults ſhe would be liable to 
with patience ; Leven went fo far as to 
propoſe an elopement to her; but, with 
ine utmolt good jene, the rcpreſſed my 
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propoſals, and particularly inſiſted that 
ſhe would do nothing to injure her re. 
putation, or to provoke my ruin, which 
would, by ſuch a proceeding, be in- 
evitable. I was convinced, and em- 
braced her with all the tenderneſs and 
gratitude her words inſpired ; we part. 


ed, and tears were ſhed on both ſides, 


deceiving ourſelves with the hopes of 
filencing her brother, which the pro. 


miſed to attempt, and mecting the next 


day again. Full of the ideas of what 
might have happened, I went to the 
old place of aſſignation; but, inſtead 
of finding the object of my concern, 
had the following letter given to me 


© DFAR THOMPSON, 


5 J Fear, alas! this is the laſt time that 
even the liberty I at preſent take 
can be indulged: our being met was 
diſcovered, before J came home, with 
all the aggravated circumſtances that 
malice could invent. You may gueſs 
the uſage I have had from what you 
know of my huſband's brutal tem— 
per: I will not give you the pain I 
am ſenfible you'll feel m the relation 
of it. In an hour's time I ſhall be 
hurried into the country, where con- 
finement will be my lot, perhaps, till 
the hour of my death; I have only 
juſt opportunity to write theie two or 
three lines unobſerved; gueſs the 
torment this cruel ſeparation from 
you occaſions me! I believe you will 
be equally affected; but ſtrive to for- 
get an unfortunate woman, and be 
appy as your deſerts can make you. 
Your affectionate friend, 


- KATH. Mops.” 


It was a long time before I could get 
over this untoward accident: my na- 
ture ſoft and compaſhonate, my tem- 
per generous to an exceſs, gave me 
more diſturbance than can poſſibly be 
imagined, TI curſed myſelf as the au- 


thor of her misfortunes, and deter- 


mined to take vengeance on her hul- 
band; but the little reaſon I retained 
ſoen baniſhed ſuch thoughts. I now 
again returned to my old acquaintance, 
who received me as a man riſen trom 
the dead; for I had practiſed the ut- 
moſt deceit with Prim and Prig, and 


had made ſhift to keep my affair with 


Mrs. Modiſh an abſolute ſecret to 
every body, I mingled again in noiſe, 
| | olly, 
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folly, and uproar, to get rid of my 
uneaſineſs: for ſome time the remem- 
drance of this charming woman made 
it very inſipid to me; but I ſoon be- 
came hardened againſt reflection. We 
all exprefled an inclination one day to 
viſit the Maſquerade, which about this 
time was a diverhon very much ad- 
mired; fo accordingly equipping our- 
ſelves with proper dreſſes, Speculiſt, 
Prim, Prig, and myſelf, entered the 
groteſque aſſembly: never ws turprize 
equal to mine at the oddity of the 
fight, which I had entertained no no- 
tion of before; a mixture of beings, 
of both ſexes, employed in all the ridi- 
culous mummery that would only di— 
ſtinguith the monkey race; whiſpering, 
nodding, luſcious diſcourſe, offenſive 
to modeſty and good manners; and, 
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where J expected the other two; but 
when ] had waited a pretty while, and 
perceived they neither of them came, 
1 took boat, and immediately rowed 
away for Vauxhall, reſolved not to be 


baulked of the pleaſure I expected that 


night. When we came oppoſite to 


„Whitehall Stairs, (as I had not inſiſted 


upon going ingly in the boat, but had 
given the waterman liberty to take in 
any fare that might be agreeable to me) 
we were plied by a very pretty young 
lady, attended by a footman in a green 
livery, I gave her my hand to help 
her in, which ſhe accepted with the 
utmoſt gocd-nature, and we put off 
again to purſue our voyage. To have 
ſeen this young lady, one would have 
1magined that ſhe was the Goddeſs of 


the Silver Stream: it was impoſſible to 
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in ſhort, ſecure in their diſguiles, every ſurvey her, withbut feeling one's ſelf 
one giving a looſe to the corrupted filled with the higheſt complacency 
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dictates of their hearts, and throwing 
aſide every neceſlary reſerve. Prim ſoon 
got to the gaming-table, where in a 
trice he emptied his pockets, and came 
away curing his ill-Inck. Speculiſt 
got into a 7#te-a-tete diſcourle with a 
coronet, with whom I ſaw him leave 
the place; but underſtood next day, 
that, inſtead of a caunteſs, he was en- 


paged with a woman of the town, who 


ad dexterity enough to make him 
ſpend a large ſum of money, and, in 
return, gave him the French diſeaſe, 
Prig exhauſted all the ill- natured ma- 
lignity of his heart in railing againſt 
the company; and we, both heartily 
tired, came away together, and ad- 
journed to the tavern, where we were 
ſoon after joined by Prim, with a moſt 
deplorable length of face, having loſt 
to the tune of twenty guineas; and 
what made him the more uneaſy, was, 
that at leaſt a moiety of it was caſh of 
his maſter's. We contrived ſoon to 
eaſe that part of his pain, by making 
the ſum up between us; and, having 
ſent home our dreſſes, we ſupped, and 
retired to our ſeveral habitations, with 
an appointment to be next day at Vaux- 
hall, where I promiſed to engage Spe- 
culiſt to accompany us. 5 

At the cloſe of the ſucceeding day, 
when I repaired to Mr. Speculiſt's, to 
procure his company, I found him fo 
chagrined with his laſt night's mil- 
chance, that he reſolved to keep his 
chamber for ſome time; fo leaving 
him, I repaired to the rendezyous, 


and good-humour ; ſuch an irreſiſtible 
ſweetneſs played in her features, as 
would have ſoftened the rigours of 
pain, and ſmoothed the brow of an- 
guiſh: her modeſty was unaccompanied 
with affectation, and a ſingle look from 
her would have daſhed aſſuming rude- 
neſs. I thought myſelf entirely happy 
in having ſo gentle a partner in my 
boat, and ſtrove, by all the little civi- 


lities I was maſter of, to make my 
company and converſation agreeable to 


her. When we landed at Vauxhall, ſhe 
was received by a handſome young 
gentleman, who accoſted her with ſuch 
a becoming tenderneſs, and whoſe ap- 
pearance lighted up ſuch ſatisfaction 


in her eyes, that J diſcovered, before 
they ſpoke, that the ſtrifteſt ties bound 


them together. She very politely re- 
turned me thanks for my company, 
which were enforced by her happy 
huſband in fo complaiſant a manner, 
that it almoſt raiſed bluſhes in my 
face. Underſtanding we were all bound 
to the ſame entertainment, he begged 
the favour of my company, which F 
was far from having the power to re- 
fuſe, they had gained ſuch an aſcen- 


dent in my good opinion. The dif- 


courſe of the gentleman was ſo judi- 
cious, and we were ſo mutually pleaſed 
with each other, that it was with re- 


luctance we parted, after ſome time, 


when they left the Gardens, giving me 


a direction where they lived, and de- 


firing me to call, and continue the ac- 
quaintance, I could not help envying 
| | the 
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the happineſs of this amiable pair; 
virtue he ſo elegantly upon them, with - 
out any, of that diſpleaſing ſtiffneſs, 
too often the attendant of ſtrièt mo- 
yals, that | made many mortifying 
compariſons between my preſent ſtate 
and theirs, and indulged a few mo- 
ments melancholy upon my unhappy 
turn of mind; from which 1 was 
awakened by an ambling female, who 


ſeemed to caſt a kind regard upon me, 


as I fauntered down one of the walks. 


I paſſed her, we met again; I thought 


I diſcovered a certain je-ne-ſpai-quot 
about her that pleaſed me, though ſhe 
anpeared to be turned of thirty. I was 
relolving to make ſome adyances to a 


farther acquaintance, when ſhe acci- 


dentally ſtumbled within a few paces 
of me, and I eagerly ran to her aflift- 


ance, and ſupported her in my arms, 


me pretending to have ſprained her 
foot.— I hope, Madam, you have not 
received much detrunent !' —-* No, 
Str,” ſhe replied, with a fmile; © I 
have no pain, unlefs I am too trouble— 
foie to fo generous a gentleman.— 
I afſure you, my dear creature, J re- 
oined, I am ever at the fervice of 
the fair; and as to the trouble you 
fear to have given me, it is your 
fault if it is not repaid; for I muſt 
own ] feel it very conſderable: but 
1 believe I had better conduct you 
to the next ſeat, that you may repoſe 
yourie]f after your fright.” She gave 
a filent aſſant with a nod of her head, 
and I feoi-t myſelf by her, and called 
for ſome wine and ſweetmeats ; when, 
either by deſign or accident, ſhe ſpilt a 
drop or two from her glaſs upon my 
hand and ruffle, which endeavouring 
to wipe off with her handkerchief, in 
contention between us, her face was 
reclined fo near to mine, that I ftole a 
ſudden kits ; at which ſhe biuſhed, and 
ſeemed diſpleaſed ; but, reſuming her- 
ſelf, would have taken her leave, un- 
der pretence of being fearful left ſhe 
mould be diſcovered by any one who 
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knew hey: upon which I propoſed to 


attend her in a walk through the gar- 
dens, which, with a ſeeming reluct- 
ance, - ſhe permitted. At the bottom 
of one of the alleys ſhe was accoſted 
very cavalierly by a young fellow under 
the name of Mrs. Tripſy; and, to my 
utter ſurprize, I diſcovered by her an- 
{wer ſhe was certainly a lady of a very 


free diſpoſition; that is to ſay, one of 


thofe convenient and ready commodi. 
ties, that, without acting like a com- 
mon woman, only receive viſitors at 
their lodgings under the higheſt notion 
of ſecreſy. We preſently, hercupoa, 
grew very familiar; and, in ſhort, I 
was fooliſh enough to propoſe going 
home with her to Newington, where 
the ſaid ſhe lodged ; and the was quickly 
prevailed upon to accept of my com- 
pany. Nothing. ſure, is ſo eminently 
calculated to ſoften the mind as theſe 


places of harmony; N raiſe incli- 


nations, in the moſt cold and frozen 
conſtitutions, to all the ſoft induce- 


ments of vice, It was with no little 


ſhew of reaſon that the famed Legiſla- 
tor baniſhed mufick out of his com- 
monwealth: every. faſcinating note 
opens the breaſt to receive the impreſ- 
ſions of pleaſure, and unmans the ſoul, 


by propagating the enervating weak- 


neſs to which human nature is too ſub- 
ject. What reſiſtance can be made 
againſt the melting concord of frveet 


ſounds? The appearance of beauty 
decked in all it's wanton attire, the 


inflaming power of wine, the verdant 
bower, the fanning breeze, conſpire to 
the deſtruftion of that regularity of 
conduct, that nothing can atone the 


trangreſſion of. It was pretty late be- 


fore we departed; and as I had drank 


freely as well as my miſtreſs, the coach 


we hired for our tour to her apartments, 
excited deſires in me which were tov 
powerful to be delayed, and called for 
a ſpeedy enjoyment. We were locked 
faſt in each others arms when the.coach 
ſtopped, and I could over-hear a volley 
of oaths from a voice as hoarſe as 3 


boatſwain's, and a demand of a wo- 


man, who he was ſure was in that 
caach, and was his b—h of a wife— 
© I know there's a fellow with her, too, 
continued the voice; but, by G—d, 


« I'll ſpoil his ſport! he ſhall never | 


* caterwaul in my territories again, I 
* warrant him !* and, ſo ſaying, pulled 
open the coach- door. I had juſt re- 
covered my ſeat, when I was attacked 
with a ſmart blow of a cudgel over my 
ſhoulders; and, at the ſame time, Ma- 
dam was | hauled out by main force, 
.and I jumped out after her, and col- 
lared the fellow; but, two or three 
others coming up at the inſtant, I re» 
ceived half a dozen ſtrokes more, which 
levelled me with the ground. I had 
but juſt ſtrength enough left to aſk the 
| meaning 
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meaning of all this; and, it being very 
dark, could neither diſcover the num- 
ber nor faces of my aſſailants.—“ O 
damn you, d'ye chatter, you dog! 
« [ll give you your hire before I have 
done with you,” ſays the ſame voice 
© and as to you, Madam, I defer your 
« puniſhment till I get you home,'— 
The woman then counterfeited tears, 


and vowed to her huſband, as ſhe called 


him, that I had forced her into the 
coach with me; and, before I could 
appeal to the coachman, I found he 
was one of the gang, and corroborated 
what ſhe ſaid. This parley was finiſh- 
ed by ſo many cuffs, kicks, and baſk;- 
nadoes, that I fainted away; and how 
long I lay in that condition, cannot 


well determine, but found myſelf, 


when I recovered my ſenſes, in the 
arms of two or three pafſengers, who 
happened to come that way, and had 


raiſed me up, and wiped the blood from 


my face. I had only my brerches, 
ſhoes, and ſtockings on; my coat, 
waiſtcoat, hat, buckles, gold headed 
cane, and about four guineas which I 


had in my pocket, were gone; there 


fore they made no enquiry after my 
miſchance, perceiving I had fallen into 
the hands of footpads; and I had no 
inclination to let them into the truth 
of the ſtory. I begged them to help 
me to ſome houſe or other, which they 
complied with; and it proved to be a 
little blind tippling-houſe by the fide 
of the road. The landlord was pre- 
vailed upon to lend me an old great- 
coat to go to London in, after leaving 
my ſtockings, which were filk, as a 
ſecurity for the return of it; otherwiſe, 
if I had died with cold, he could not 


have been moved to aſſiſt me. It was 
near one in the morning before I got 


to town, very faint, and hardly able to 
crawl] ; in which condition, not caring 
to go home, I went to Mr. Speculiſt's 
lodgings, and found him juſt come 
from the tavern, After*teiling him 
my ſtory, which ſuggeſted a good deal 
of warning to me, hc got a ſurgeon to 
look at my wounds, who found no- 
thing that required more than the ap- 
plication of cornmon plaitters; and, 
being an honeſt man, did not attempt, 
by any unintelligible jargon, or the 
common chicanery of the profeſſion, 
to make a penny of my cure. I flept 
very foundly til! ten the next morning, 
and found myſelf able to return 10 
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my buſineſs. My friend Diaper was 


ſhocked at ſeeing the change of my 
drefs, for I had bortowed a coat and 
waiſteoat of Speculiſt; and ſeeing my 
face bruiſed, and hearing my relation 
of being robbed and ſtripped, in which 
L carefuily concealed the part that af- 
fected my own conduct, he would not 
ſuffer me to enter upon buſineſs, but 
inſiſted on my going immediately to 
bed, which I did accordinoly.: I had 
now ſufficient leiſure to reflect on my 
numerous follies, and the train of 
miſchiefs they had engendered; and 
muſt confe!s my actions at this time 
ppeared in fo abſurd a light, that no 
words can expreſs the confuſion and 


diſordered ſhame that aroſe in my 


breaſt. I reſol ved, if poſſible, to for- 


fake ſuch pernicious courſes for the 


future, and was thus running on in 


ſelf- accuſations, when Prim entered 
my chamber, all pale and wan, and 
with a countenance that betrayed the 
utmoſt diſorder of mind. I was 


ſtartled to fee it, and aſked, haſtily, 


what brought him there, and what was 
the matter. Alas, Joe!' ſays he, 
© I'm ruined for ever. You remember 
I was to have met you laſt night, in- 
ſtead of which that devil Prig tempted 
me to go to the paming-table, where 
I was fleeced of above fifty pounds, 
which was moit of it my maſter's 
money: he demanded it of me this 
morning; I had no excuſe to make, 
and was obliged to confeſs the truth, 


ſult 15, that I am going to ſea to ex- 
piate my crimes, I am now return- 
ing home, and ſhall hardly ſee you 
again before I go. God bleſs you, 


happy fate, and leave off courſes of 
extravagance, that can never fail of 
the moſt dreadful conſequences,* In 
ſaying this, he let fall a ſhower of 
tears, and my heart was too full for 
uiterance: we embraced, and took a 
farewel, very likely for ever. The 
misfortune of this young fellow in- 
creaſed my chagrin: bating the follies 
he was guilty of, he had every good 
uality to recommend him, I heartily 
ympathized in his trouble, and for med 
to myſelf tid] ſtronger reſolutions of 
amendment. | 

For a week after this accident I lived 
regularly, and ſtuck clote at home; 
my friend, charmed with this appear- 
ane 


My father was ſent for, and the re- 


my friend; take warning by my un- 
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ance of reformation, was quite beſide 


himſelf with joy, and ſtudied to oblige 


me in every thing; but I ſoon diſ- 
covered that my laſt amour had left a 
latent poiſon in my blood, that began 
-to ſhew itſelf with very frightful 
_ tymptcms; I applied to a ſurgeon, and 


it was his advice that I mould under- 


go a ſalivation, without which, he af- 
ſured me that I could never be per- 
fectly cured. This ſentence diſtracted 
me; I curſed myſelf, and the cauſe of 
my ſufferings; I was almoſt m the 
mind to diſpatch myſelf out of the way; 
I could apprehend no means of keep- 
ing the ſcandalous affair from being 
made publick, to my utter diſgrace, 
and the ruin of my reputation; but 
Providence kindly took my part, and 
put it into the head of my friend to 
propoſe my taking a country journe 
of a week, or ſo, for my health, which 
was now viſibly impaired, though he 
was far from gueſſing the reaſon: I 
accepted the liberty with gratitude, 
and reſolved to make it ſubſervient to 


F. 


my cure; accordingly, having put my 


horſe, which he lent me, to livery, I 
took a lodging at Hoxton, and the ſur- 
geon began bis operations, providing 
a nurſe, and every thing neceſſary. 
+ Notwithſtanding the perpetual pertur- 
bations of my foul, I went through 
the buſineſs with great ſafety, and got 
up in three weeks quite recovered of 
the vile diſtemper, but ſo weakened, 
that I was hardly able to ſtir. It was 
neceſſary I ſhould ſtay ſome time to 
recruit my ſtrength, but my money 
ran ſhort, and it was impoſſible for 
me to procure a ſupply without hazard- 
ing a diſcovery; in ſhort, I was re- 
duced to the greateſt miſery and diſ- 
treſs; every thing valuable about me 
went, one after another, to the pawn- 
brokers, and at laſt my watch, on 
which I procured two guineas; and 
having recovered ſtrength enough, 
though not my complexion, J was re- 
folved to be confined no longer; fo 
diſcharging my lodging, I kept juſt 
five ſhillings in my pocket; but now 
my horie muſt be paid for, before I 
could have him tc make a ſemblance of 
returning from the country; I was 
here quite nonpluſſed; at length, it 
entered into my head, that I might 
perhaps be lucky at the gaming-table 
in Covent Garden, where I had ſeen 
perſons that brought in a few thill- 
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ings carry off pounds; the ſuggeſtion 


was tempting, and I unmediately 
obeyed it. f 
W' hen I came into this ſchool of vil. 
lainy, I could not help employing 2 
few minutes in ſurveying the groupe of 
figures that crouded about the tables, 


© Some to undo, and ſome to be undone, 


As the poet ſays: that rapacious eager- 
neſs and avidity, the different diftor- 
tions of the adyenturers, ſhewn in their 
faces, and the ſudden ftarts of joy, or 
ravings of deſpair, on the ſeveral turns 
of fortune, made me ſtrongly conceive 
the pernicious effects of this vice, both 
to the mind and body: here was a 
creature chinking his ill-gotten trea- 
ſure, and dancing about the room in 
extaſies of gladneſs; but ſoon behold 
what a change! he is .{tripped by a 
turn of luck, and loſes his laſt ſhil- 
ling; he flings the balls into the fire, 


ſtamps, raves, curſes his folly, and 


acts over the perfect madman; blaſ- 
phemies and execrations, enough to 
fill the ſoul with horror, echo through-— 


out the room; and a conſtant buz and 


tumult 1s heard on every fide; envv, 
hatred, malice, revenge, and all the 
unſociable and unamiable paſſions, here 


reign in their genuine deformity, 1 


was lucky enough to win three or four 
pounds at the ſilver- table, after ſeveral 
turns of fortune, but could not be 
contented, and removed to the gold- 
table, where, in the twinkling of an 
eye, I loſt again every ſhilling in my 
pocket. I was now perfectly diſtracted; 
and was ſo abominably imprudent, 
that I returned to the ſilver- table again, 


and laid five ſhillings to four, though 


I had not one farthing about me, truſt- 
ing entirely to good luck; but I was 
woefully deceived, and not being able 
to pay what I had loſt, notwithitand- 


ing all my excuſes, two or three fel- 


lows diſgracefully carried me to the 
ſtairs, and, by the vote of the whole 
company, kicked me down fiom top 
to bottom, where the attendants turned 
me out of doors. . As I had received 
no hurt, I thought myſelf tulcrably 
well off, though I was extremely mor- 
tified: what to do now I could not 
tell; but, thinking I ſkould meet with 


ſome acquaintance or other, I ſtrolled 


over to Tom King's: here the ſcene 
was ſomewhat changed, in one corner 
two 
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two or three drunken ſleepers, ſnoaring 
away their load of liquor; here a groupe 
of rakes in laſcivious diſcourſe, and 
wanton attitude, with half a dozen 
whores; others, of both fexcs, poach- 
ing after game brawling and wrang- 
ling at one box; curſing and ſwearing 
at another; at this part of the room a 

air of boxcrs dealt luſty blows on 
each other's chops, whillt ſome dirty 
devil of a proſtitute remained the prize 
of him who had the fortune to over— 
come his antagoniſt; at another part, 
two or three viragos were demoliſh— 


ing each other's coifs, and rooting up 


their hair, inſpired by ſome ſudden 


guſt of jealouſy, It was ſome time 


before I caſt my eyes on any body I 


knew; at laſt, who ſhould I diſcover, 
but Prig, as drunk as David's ſow, 


_ retailing out law to an audience of 


market-women and porters, who were 
going to fetch a warrant for ſome poor 
wretch from the juſtice? He was over- 
joyed to ſee me; and, taking advan- 
tage of his uſual good-humour, in his 
cups, I borrowed three picces of him, 
and then adjourned, without taking 
leave, to the inn where my horft ſtood, 


where I went to bed, after the moit 


fatiguing, unhappy, and mortifying 
day, that I ever paſſed in my life. 
Next morning I took a tour round 
the neighbouring villages, and came 
home as juſt alighted from a journey; 
and, though my ſtay had been fo very 


long, I was received by my voung 


maiter with the ut gheſt tokens of friend- 
Dip and kindneſs. 


CHAP, XIV. 


PACKER WRONGS HIS MASTER, AND 
IS DISCHARGED — DISCOVERS 
THOMPSON'S PRACTICES to MR. 
DIAFER—GENEROUS BEHAVIOUR 

OF YOUNG DIAPER—HERESCUES 
HIM FROM ROBBERS—BRAVERY 
OF PRIG—HE IS HIGHLY. CA- 
RESSED BY HIS MASTER AND 
MISTRESS. 


So n after my return home, an 


affair happened that gave my ma- 
ſter a great deal of trouble and concern; 
Packer, our journeyman, with whom 


J had ſeldom held any, converſation 
Ince I diſcovered his ill uſage of me, 
and who, on his part, bchaved with 
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great civility, accompanied with a diſ- 


tant reſerre, had been frequently em- 


ployed, in my abſence, in receiving 
money of our town cuſtomers, which 
uſed to be conſtantly my department, 
It happened, that the day after my 
arrival I was ſent to a retailer's ſhop 


to receive a ſmall ſum of money which 


was become due, to the amount of 
twenty-eight pounds; but they in- 
formed me that Mr. Packer had re- 
ceived it a week before; I had no ſu- 
ſpicion upon this, but only imagined 


that he had forgot to ſettle the book, 


which occaſioned me to think it was 
ſtill due. I came home, and told 


Packer of his neglect, which he ſeem- 


ed to he ſorry for, and went directly 


and entered the ſum on the credit fide 


of the account. As we were at din- 


ner, I informed my friend what buſi- 


neſs I had done; and, amongſt the reſt, 
mentioned the error I had been led 
into, hoping our cuſtomer would not 
be diſobliged at it. He ſeemed quite 
ſurprized, and proteſted that Packer 
had never brought the money on ac— 
count. He very ſeldom dined with 


us, having the privilege to board him 


ſelf at a ſiſter's he had, that kept an 


houſe not far from us; and therefore 


we carried on the diſcourſe ſomewhat 
farther, and both agreed in obſerving 


that he had been very melancholy, 
and, as it were, out of himſelf for 


ſome time paſt. It directly jumped 
into my thoughts, that he was carrying 
on no good deſign, which I had more 
reaſon to imagine than any: onez but 
however, I would not ſtrengthen Mr, 
Diaper's ſutpicions, but propoſed to go 
to all the cuſtumers in town, and ſee 
if we could gather any farther tokens 


of infidelity; which my friend agreed 


to, and I put in execution that very 
afternoon, Upon the whole ſcrutiny, 
we found he had received in all ſixty - 


eight pounds more than he had account- 


ed for, which made my young maſter 
vaſtly uncaſy, and not a little diſturbed 
me; for, on the one hand, I loved 
Mr. Diaper atid his family too well to 


be unconcerned at ſuch a diſcovery; - 


and, on the other, I feared, when 
things came to extremity, Packer might 
be villain enough to hint at fome par- 
ticulars in my conduct that would very 
greatly fink me in their opinion. My 
friend reſolved to ſet out that evening, 
though very late, 8 impart the matter 
| | 19 
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uſual, and not to ſeem to know any 
thing of what he was going upon, at 


fo unſeaſonable and unuſual an hour. 


Gueſs the aſtoniſhment of our maſter, 
when his fon made known to him the 
diſhoneſty of Packer! he could ſcarce 
credit him; and, had he not been 
armed with the moſt convincing proofs 
of his treſpaſs, he would almoſt have 
thought it a forgery, ſuch an aſcend- 
ency he had gained over him by his af- 
fectation of religion and fobriety. 
When he was thoroughly convinced, 
he ſet out for town, and arrived at 


Home at about eight o'clock in the 


morning, to the ſurprize of all the fa- 
mily, but to the utter difcompoſure of 
poor Packer, whofe condition I heart- 
ily pitied, notwithſtanding the reaſon 
J had to deteſt him. At the diſtance 
of an houy or two after his arrival, he 
ordered him to appear before him; and 
what paſſed we could not learn, only 
he was diſmiſſed from his place, but 


in ſo conſiderate a manner, as not to 


drive him to any deſperate ſally of 
raſhneſs. I could perceive the tears 


trickle from his eyes; but, as I feared 


it would look like an inſult upon his 
misfortunes, had I taken any notice 
of him, I retired till he was gone. 
My mafter then called up his ſon and 


me, and addreſſed us thus: I am ſorry 


* forthis poor wretch certain unhappy 
* habits he has contracted have brought 
him thus to betray my confidence; 
* but I hope my lenity, and the in- 
1 ſtructions J have given him, will pre- 
* vent his total ruin.— What farprized 
me greatly, child, applying himſelf 
« to me, was, that he gave me ſome 
hints that you had ſwerved from 


 * thoſe excellent principles you imbi- 


© bed from your father, and have 
even ſhewn a negle& of my bufineſs : 
© I muſt own I am apprehenſtve the 
© ſhare you liad in the detection of his 
© knavery put him, unhappy creature! 
© upon this accnfation.'—* Depend 
upon it, Sir,” ſays my friend, that 
mult be the cafe, for Mr. Thompſon 
is ſo conſtantly in my company, that 
nothing of that nature could have 
happened without my knowledge and 
participation. — Ways that's the 
very reaſon for my dithclicf,” replies 
the worthy gentleman—* nor will I 
give way to any ſurmizes to your 
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.* prejudice;- go on, young man, to 
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to his father, deſiring me to behave as 


deferve my eſteem, and to purfde 
maxims of virtue and prudence, 
which will not fail of endearing you 
* to all good men, and eſtabliſh a peace 
and harmony of mind, that no acci. 
dent, in future life, will have the 
power to deftroy.* He then gave us 
both fome excellent leffons of advice; 
and, after leaving orders relative to 
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buſineſs, returned to his country-houſe, 
When he was gone, I took my gene. 


rous friend in my arms, and was ſo 
overcome with this teſtimony of his 
oodneſs and affection, that I even 
med tears, which flowed from the 


pureſt gratitudez he accepted my ac- 


knowledgments with a becoming re- 
zuctancy, and aſſured me nothing ſhould 
ever deſtroy his regard for me, which 
he hoped in time would entirely help 
to ſeparate me from thoſe haunts, and 
thoſe frrendſhips, that would not fail 
of being my undoing. 

I became now more cxcumſpect in 
my conduct, and kept very regular 
hours, and found a greater reliſh for 
the ſociety of my friend, who did and 
ſaid every thing he could to engage me 
to put a confidence in him, and difcloſe 
my ſituation. Gratitude, that inhe- 


rent principle of a worthy breaſt, kep: 


me ſteady to my duty; nothing could 
ever rob me of that amiable incentive, 
which ſtill directed my actions in a 
faint and concealed degree in my work 
Japſes; nay, this very principle en- 


gaged me the firſt opportunity 1 had 
to call upon Prig, who now kept cham- 


bers in New Inn, to repay my obliga- 
tion to him. He recollected it next 
morning; fo, in balancing accounts, 
I paid him thirty ſhillings, which were 
due to him, and was over- perſuaded to 
go with him to Chelſea, upon a party 


of pleaſure, of which he aſſured me 


only two other male friends would par- 
take. We ſpent the evening there in 
high glee, and did not ſet out for Lon- 
don till near midnight, and were gaily 
diſcourſing along the firſt of the five 
fields, when we over-heard ſeveral 
blows given, accompanied with oaths 
and curſes, and a voice which me- 
thought I was well acquainted wich, 
calling out for help and afhftance. Ou: 
two friends, immediately concluding 
it was ſomebody attacked by robbers, 


crying out, * It will be our turn next, 


« and ſo the devil take the hindmoit! 
ran away; but, encouraging * : 
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told him, I was reſolved to ſee what 
was the matter; in which he ſeconded 
me, for want of courage was not one 
of his foibles, I was induced to this 
raſhnefs by the ſound of the voice, 
which again and again was repeated, 
and, how improbable ſoever it appear- 
ed, I could not for my ſoul conceive 
it to be other than that of my dear 
friend Diaper. I was armed with a 
large oak ſtick, and Prig had a ſword 
by his fide, which not being ſkilled in 
the uſe of, ke put into my hand, and 
took the cudgel in exchange. We 
were ſome time before we reached the 
ſpot whence the noiſe proceeded, which 
we no otherwiſe diſcovered, for it was 
dark as pitch, than by a challenge of 
© D— ye, who are yuu?'—* Friends, 
© what's the matter?“ we replied; and, 
in anſwer, a piſtol] was ſnapped at us, 
which flaſhed in the pan without any 
exploſion; by which light diſcovering 
three fellows, I lunged at the firſt with 
my ſword, and heard a groan, after 
having with ſome difficulty recovered 
it, and perceived it was wet. Prig 
gave and received ſeveral blows, when 
ſuddenly our antagoniſts took to their 


| heels and fled; we thought it to no 


purpoſe to purſue them, but enquired 
if any one was there who had been ill- 


uſed by the villains. Nobody anſwer- 
ed; and, groping about, I ſtumbled 


over a man, who we made no doubt 
was murdered, and were going back to 


the town to get ſome help, if perad- 


venture any ſigns of lite remained; 
when a groan or two, and a ſtruggle, 
as if from throttling, proceeded from 
the corpſe: we then determined to bear 
him between us, as it was not above 
two fields off, rather than delay aſſiſt- 
ance till our return ; accordingly we, 
in about half an hour, brought him 
to a publick-houſe; but oh, good 
God! what where my griefs, when, 
upon bringing him into the light, we 
diſcovered it to be Mr. Diaper, my 
excellent friend, ſtreams of blood run- 
ning in plenteous currents down his 


face and boſom. Leaving him in the 


care of Prig and the landlord and land- 
lady, I ran with all haſte imaginable 
for a ſurgeon, and luckily found one 
at home; and, upon coming back he 
had recovered his ſenſes, to my very 
great joy. He fixed his eyes upon us, 
and juſt reached out his hand to me, 
Which I took and bathed with my tears, 
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but could not utter a ſyllable, On 
ſearching for his wounds, the ſurgeon 
found none dangerous, the great flux 
of blood proceeding from his head, 
which was cut in ſeveral places as with 
a hanger, but ſlantways; and ſeveral 
contuſions he had received on his 
ihoulders, breaſt, and ſides. We aſkcd, 
if it would be improper to remove him 
ſo far as his own houſe; bur the ſur. 
eon apprehending no danger in it, 
Tad he Eonifying Ris 4 having 
juſt recovered his voice, to be removed 
there, we procured a ſedan from my 
Lord 's, and brought him rae 
into the city, myſelf, Prig, and two 
or three men we had hired, ſerving as 
a guard, His wounds were dreſſed at 
Chelſea, and therefore, without any 
delay, we got him into a warm bed, 
which, with the motion he had juſt re- 
ceived by the chair, ſoon brought him 
to the perfect uſe of his faculties. It 
is impoſſible to deſcribe his grateful 
returns for the ſuccour we had afforded 
him, and the embraces he beſtowed 
upon me in particular; for my part, I 
thought it the moſt happy and provi- 
dential accident that ever befel me, 
for no manner of doubt could have 
been made, that theſe robbers intend- 
ed to butcher him, heing irritated by 
a ſtout reſiſtance which he had made 
till overcome by numbers, having a 
reat charge about him; it coming 
into his head that evening to call on a 
cuſtomer at Chelſea, where he had been 
induced to ſtay ſo late, after having 
received a large bill, by the preſſing ſo- 
licitations of his kind hoſt, This af- 
fair could not be concealed from my 
maſter and his mother, who hurried 
up to town frighted out of their wits at 


the news of their ſon's diſaſter; but, 


when they underſtood how wonder- 
fully Providence had interpoſed in his 
ſafety and deliverance, they were al 
admiration; they embraced me, and 
my maſter told me, this circumſtance 
had ſo increaſed his value for me, that 
he loved me little leſs than his own 
ſon, whom I had ſo bravely and fo like 
a true friend reſcued from deſtruction, 
Their acknowledgments to Prig were 
unbounded, who was greatly delight- 
ed; which gave me more eſteem tor 
him than ever, at the ſervice he had 
rendered this worthy family, 
The next day we faw an account in 
the paper of this robbery, and chat a 
G 2 man 


man was found dead in the field, who 
had received his mortal wound by the 
thruſt of a ſword; upon which my 
maſter went with Mr. Prig to ſee if 
they could make any diſcovery ; but 
returned without any other ſatisfaction 
than that this muſt be the man whom 
I had run through the hody. My 
friend had only loſt five guineas and 
ſome ſilver out of his left breeches poc- 
| ket, our ſeaſonable interpoſing having 
ſaved the money he had received, 
amounting to near an hundred and 
fifty pounds. 
continually, and his friendſhip to me 


was ſo increaſed, that he was never 


happy when I was abſent, 


n Ar. XV. 


DISCOURSE BETWEEN HIM AND 
YOUNG - DIAPER—THEY 
TRICKED BY GAMBLERS—HYi 
BORROWS MONEY—IS SCURVILY 
USED BY SPECULIST -A DI5CO- 
VERY, WHICH SURPRIZES HIM. 


s ſoon as my friend was tolerably 
well, his father, willing to give 
him an opportunity for a little recrea- 


tion, ftaid ſome time in town, and 


ermitted us to take what innocent 


diverſions we had an inclination to; 


amongſt others, we frequently took ex- 
curſions on foot, into the country, with- 
out determining upon any particular 
rout, ſometimes rambling in one di— 
rection, over hedge and ditch, and 
ſometimes in another, entertained with 
the profuſion of ſweets that nature had 
beſtowed on the fields and meads, with 
ſuch u liberal hand, and the variegated 
beanties of the ſeaſon, It was in theſe 
waiks that I unboſomed myſelf to this 
excellent youth, and gave him a detail 
of all my follies, from my firſt ſtep- 
ping aſide from virtue to the preſent 
time. He helped me to make many 
uſeful reflections on the vanity and fa- 
tal conſequences of ſuch a rakiſh and 
abandoned courſe of life; But, my 


* 


be ſurprized, when I acquaint you, 
that I knew moſt of theſe particulars 
long ago; but diſſembled my know- 
ledge of them, depending, that, one 
time or other, your good ſenſe would 
get the upper hand of your foibles, 
which, it they had met with oppoſition 
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J was with him almeſt 
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Joey, fays he, one day, you won't 


JOE THOMPSON. 


5 
c 
c 
c 
. 
8 
c 
« 
c 
o 
c 
- 
c 
5 
< 
c 
c 
c 
0 
c 
= 
c 


r 


6 


A 


Lad A NH 


or upbraidings, would perhaps have 
only been ſtrengthened by it. Packer 
was ſo great a villain, as to betray 
your intercourſe with Nanny, very 


much to your diſadvantage, without 


making any mention of himſelf; 
but only as a matter of his obſerva- 
tion. I deſpiſed his malicious inſinu- 
ations, for ſuch I judged they were; 


but was concerned for your ſituation. 


As to other matters in your conduct, 
I have gathered them from your own 
behaviour, your ſhunning my com- 
pany, the embarraiſment you was 
generally under; but more particu. 
larly the company you kept eaſily let 
me into the manner of your ſpending 
your time, and the nature of your 
diverſions: but tell me now fincere- 
ly, my friend, was not your gene- 
rous temper ſhocked at the iden of 
being involved in a courſe of lite that 
was abſolutcly contradictory to your 
own ſober thinking, and put you to 
tneneccflity of making concealments, 
and acting under a cloud in every 
thing? I am amazed, for my part, 
when I reflc& upon your dijhcultics 
and the breaches you muſt make in 
truth, in order to keep up appear- 
ances; which endeavour is a plain. 
proof that you were ſenſible you was 
carrying on ſchemes directly opposite 
to the received opinions of mankind, 
and thoie decorums that the moſt pro- 
fligate are willing to comply with for 
their own ſakes, and to avoid publick 
cenfure and reproach, '—* Indeed, 
Sir,” Irephed, * you are making a very 
juſt judgment of my fituation, and 
nothing could be more miſerable; my 
depraved appetites bore down my ca- 
ſon, and: a habit of purſuing falſe 
pleaſure intoxicated me to ſuch a de— 
gree, that it made a moment's reflec- 
tion uncaly. Unhappy is that man, 
who bears about him a thorough con- 
viction of what is regular and fit; 
and, at the fame time, trantgrefles 
againſt his knowledge, and even the 
bent of his natural diſpoſition! I. 
perceived I was affronting myſelf in 
every thing I did, and yet ſo power- 
ful was pailion, and overbearing ap- 
petite, that I had it not in my power 
to ſtem the torrent of vice that flow-. 
ed in on every ſide. Alas! my dear 
friend, you are not acquainted with 
the hell ſuch a man carries about 
him, ever reſolving to forſake his 
; | 6 Wa), 
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t ways, and yet every moment more 


e and more entangled. I believe I 
« ſhould have forſaken my follies very 
« often upon the pain the various diſ- 
« afters and ſcrapes they brought me 
into occaſi. ned; but there a kind of 
« price oppoſed me“ NO I eried,. 
« if return to viriae by ſuch a cha- 
% >rjn, [ kiveno merit in it; 1 ought 
oy not to glx ner A triumpe from the 
« ills her enemy brings upon me, but 
ce for her own lake, and giving her the 
« honour of main a conqueſt over 
« my ſoui, by. the torce of her pure 
«K-23 undiflembled charms, without 
« the jnducements of for ow, pain, or 
6 ill- nature, I felt in tran ſerzſſing her 
% precepts.” Ey this time we had en- 
tered the town, which broke off our 
diſcourſe. Ve VEL: going rough 
Old Street, when a quarrel between 
thre: or four we.) Arete men eng ged 
our attention; one of them, in parti- 
cula, let med d look like a r-{ponhble 
tradetman, and id abundant gravity 
and ferrguſnels in his countenance; 
who f emed to revard ns with a great 
deal of curiofity, ever and anon caſting 


his eves a. ne With a kind of eager pe- 
netraticn. His antagonins ſoon left 


him, botoit 
ing of the pute, and went into a 
ublick-houſe in the netghbourhood, 
whilſt he addreſſed his ditcourle to us 
ſeemingly in a very great ferment. 
Gentlemen, ſays he, © you look like 
men of hounour—T know you, Mir. 
* Diaper, and have a great friendſhip 
for your father—theſe villains, I 
can call them no better, have jn- 
veigled me into a game at cards, and 
have tripped me of ſeven or eight 
guineas; 1 am fur they could not win 
it fairly: I can t imagine what could 
rob me of my ſenſes ſo much as to en- 
gage with them, and J can't prevail 
upon the man of the houſe to feich a 
conſtable, otherwiſe I would ö ſce into 
the bottom of their VOgnery, and pu- 
niſn them for the good of other 
unwary people that may chance to 
fall in their way; there's a neit of 
them, I believe, that infeſt all parts of 
the town. I wiſh, gentlemen,” ſays 
he, in a half whiſper, you would 
* ſtep in to them and engage them to 
* tay till T return with au officer; here 
are a couple of guineas, pleaſe to take 
them, Sir, and whatever you loſe more, 
mm the mean time, to detain them, I. 
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© will return you again; the good 
© of the publick I would buy at any 
price.“ It was impoſſible to refuſe 
him this favour, he preſſed us ſo cloſe- 
ly, and, we had a curioſity likewiſe to 
ſee the tricks of this ſort of folks, of 
whom we heard every day ſuch odd ac- 
counts: and, accordingly, begging 
him not to tay long, becaule our time 
was precious, we went into the houſe, 
We tound them railing againſt our 
employer in the bittereſt terms. One 
fad, he was a preſbyterian parſon 
o, damn the preaching puppy,“ 
ſays another, * he is an oilman in 
© Chewphide, and. a deviliſh rich fel- 
© tow, —* Let him be what he will,” 
{ays a third, © he deſerves to be pu- 
© niſhed for charging gentlemen with 
unfair practices, who are as good 
men as himielf!” and then went on to 
tell us a long ſtory of the games they 
had played; after which, they ſaid, 
one and all, that they would go: 


What ſignifies ſtaying, Mr. Biſhop,“ 


ſays one to another, it is late in the 
* evening now, without you will play 
* a rubber or two at cribbage ?— 
What do you fay, gentiemen, ſhall 
« we make four?” We aſſented, and it 
came to be our lot to be partners; we 
played three or four games, and won, 
at which they ſeemed to be wonderoutly 
vexed, and then fortune changed unper- 
ceivably, aud we not only loſt the good 
man's two guimeas, but two more ta 
them, which chagrined us ſo, that we ſet 
in earneſt to take our revenge z but it was 
all the fame, we loſt a guinea and a half 
more; when one of them getting up, 
{eeme: to recollect a piece of buſineſs he 


had forgot, and ſaid he could ſtay no 


longer, but would return again in half 
an hour; however, he did not come in 
an hour; and the old gentleman not 
returning, we grew impatient, and 
more ſo when, maugre all our in— 
treaties, the reſt bruſhed off one after 
another. The landlord then accoſted 
us, and aſked us, Gentlemen, do 
you know what a ſet of people you 
have been converting with? We 
told him, © Yes,” and the reaſon why 
we engaged with them; at which he 
could not torbear buriting into a loud 
laughter, and told ns, that grave per- 
jon was one of the gang; and, ne 
doubt, had at once contrived this 
{cheme to take us in. It is 1mpoſhble- 
to expreſs our ſpleen at this news; we 

Were 
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were almoſt ready to accuſe one ano- 
ther, and fell upon the man of the 


| Houſe for not giving us an hint ſooner. 


© Lack-a-day, Sir, ſays he, * if they 
were to diſcover me in giving any 
* ſuch intelligence, I ſhould be mur- 
© dered; they are the cloſeſt and moſt 
© 3mpudent gang of villains in the 
© world, and appear in all diſguiſes.” 
We had no remedy, and went home 
full of diſpleaſure, though we could 
not =P ſmiling at the trick that had 


been played us. Nobody can guard 
foo much againſt ſudden prepoſſeſſions 


in a man's favour, as the world is at 
reſent fituated, for ſuch people make 
It their buſineſs to know every body, 


_ witneſs this fellow's pretences to ac- 


quaintance with my maſter, which was 
what moſt deceiyed us; the quarrel had 
only been a ſham to draw ſome unwary 
perſon into their company, and the 
Hght of us directed him to this expe- 
dient. We could not help telling Mr. 
Diaper, when we came home, of this 


adventure, at which he was highly di- 
verted, and took occafion to caution us 


againſt the tricks of the town, which 


are every day put in practice. 


I now quite loſt my inclination to 


the life I had led, and ſeriouſly applied 


myſelf to buſineſs, ſeldom ſtirring out, 
except now and then to meet Speculiſt 
and Prig, with whom I ſtill kept up a 


correſpondence; ' but I was haraſſed 


inceflantly with duns, my late extra- 


vagances having left nothing in the 


hands of Mr. Deacon, whom I had fo 
diſobliged alſo, by refraining from vi- 
fiting him, that I had not the face to 


_ aſk him to advance money, before it 


was due. My ſhoe-maker, taylor, 


nay, even my ſhoe-blacker, became 


importunate, ſo that I was forced to 
undergo the drudgery of promiſing, 


this time and that time, and t'other, to 


pay them, without a poſſibility of per- 
forming my engagements; which, as 
they thought J never wanted money, 
they interpreted much to my diſadvan- 
tage. It would be full half a year, 
before | could receive any part of my 
Ripend, and I did not care to expoſe 
my wants to my friend. What to do 
to releaſe myſelf from theſe vexations 
1 could not tell, and was forced to 
korrow ſum after ſum of Speculiſt and 
Prig, which they began to grow un- 
eaſy about: nay, at times, I borrowed 
ef others of my acquaintance, ſo that 


I was hardly able to ſhew my head, 
In this dilemma I called on Speculiſt, 
who I always thought had a peculiar 
value for me, and, knowing he did not 
want money, laid my trouble before 
him, and deſired him to let me have as 
much as would ſatisfy my other cre. 
ditors, upon giving him a draft 
upon Mr. Deacon, for my yearly al. 
lowance as faſt as it became due ; but, 
how was I aſtoniſhed, when he broke 
out into this ſpeech: © Look ye, Mr. 
* Thompſon, I don't care to truſt you 
© any farther, and can't imagine what 
© you do with your money; for my 
© part, I have no more than is ne- 


© cefſary for my own occaſions, and 


© can't ſupply you any longer, nor 
do I deſire any more of your com- 


© pany: I have fallen under a great 
deal of cenſure already, by con- 


« yerfing with young fellows that are 
not at their own hands, and |} have 


who is now gone clerk to the captain 
of an Eaſt Indiaman, and I believe 
will never have the honeſty to repay 
me a farthing; ycu ſhould apply to 


A aA _ , 


« your relations, I think — Here, in- 


terrupting him, I told him, I was ſorry 


that I had put it into his power to maxe 


me theſe reproaches, though I was 
glad thereby I had diſcovered his tem- 
per; which would give me a greater 
ſurfeit of the ways he had introduced 
me to, and been a conſtant partaker of 
with me, than the moſt heightened 
eloquence that could be employed: I 
put him in mind of that univerſal be- 


nevolence and kindneſs he was always 


inculcating; though I was a fool to 


regard it or think it ſincere, as, be- 
fore now, I might have obſerved him 


contradiét it in all kis actions, had I 
not been totally blind: I find, Mr. 
* Speculifſt,* I added, © you can per- 
ceive the beauty of a right behaviour, 
when exerciſed towards yourſelf, but 
not when it is required of you, or 


and am now thoroughly convinced 


of the uſefulneſs and beautiful in- 

ſtruction conveyed in theſe words, 
© by the ſon of Sirach, If thou 
« wouldeſt get a friend, prove him 
&« firſt, and be not haſty to credit him: 
c for ſome man is a friend for his own 
d occaſion, and will not abide in the 
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day of thy trouble. And there 1s 2 


« friend, Who, being turned to en- 
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loſt money by that ſcoundrel Prim, 
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ie mity and ſtrife, will diſcover thy 
&« reproach. If thou be brought low, 


e he will be againſt thee, and hide 


&« himſelf. from thy face.” Indeed, 
could I expe& any other, when ours 


«© was a friendſhip like a conſpiracy in 


« yice, and leagues of pleaſure, as 
Mr. Addiſon {ays ?* He was ſtruck 
dumb with this juſt retaliation upon 
him, and I left him with all the marks 
of fury in his countenance. I muſt 


own I was ſhocked at the inſolence of 


this man, and his uſage of poor Prim, 
who, by the bye, I knew, owed him 
little or nothing, ſhewed him to me in 


his proper colours. I was reſolved to 


ayoid ſuch companions for the future, 
and was returning home, deeply in- 
yolved in ſelf-accufation, when a tu- 
multuous uproar, at the corner of a 
ſtreet I was to paſs through, made a 
ſtop, and I diſcovered the occaſion to 
be, that a woman had been detected in 
picking a pocket, and was put into the 
hands of the mob for due diſcipline : 
ſhe was cleanly drefſed, and betrayed 


tokens of the greateſt fear and terror 


but my eyes had no ſooner faſtened _ 
her, than I recollected the very fea- 
tures of the guondam Mrs. Tripſey, 
who had ſerved me ſuch a foul trick in 
my return from Vauxhall, As my 
reſentment had long ſubſided, I re- 
garded her as an object of compaſſion, 


and would have prevailed on the peo- 


le to carry her before a magiſtrate 
but the proſecutor could not be found, 
and therefore it was in vain to plead 
for mercy, and ſhe was ſeverely ducked 
in the horſe-pond of a neighbouring 
inn, and then turned adrift in a moſt 
uncomfortable condition, I marked 


which way ſhe went, and followed her 


for near half an hour, till the poor 


wretch got into the fields, with an in- 
tent to dry her cloaths, and then hip- 
ped after her. She turned about, but 
no ſooner diſcovered me, than ſhe gave a 
ſnriek, and was making all poſſible haſte 
to run from me: but I overtook her; 
and, telling her, I meant her no harm, 
ſne became tolerably calm; I told her, 
ſhe might well fear the conſequences of 
my ſeeing her; but, as J had juſt ſeen 
her puniſhed for another crime, I 
would wave my reſentment, if ſhe 
would let me know where to get my 
cane again, which I very much valued. 
Che wept and thanked me, but aſſured 
me it had been fold with my other 
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things by her male accomplices, ſhe 
knew not where. I then laid before 


her her vile and wretched manner of 


life, and the conſequences it would in 
the end produce, with which ſhe ſeem- 


ed affected; and, giving her a ſmall 


ag of money, was going away; 
ut ſne begged me to ſtay a minute or 
two, for ſhe had ſomewhat to impart 
to me that might be of ſervice. © The 
* villain, Sir, that paſſed for my huf- 
© band, and robbed you that night 
* I was in the coach with you, is dead; 
* he was run through the body by 
© ſome gentlemen who came up to the 
« reſcue of another he had attacked in 


a field near Chelſea.— How!' ſays 


I, © 1s what you lay true? —“ Yes, 


« Sir,” ſhe replied, ſomewhat alarmed 


at my ſtarting, he was, I aſſure you: 
I was unhappily ruined by that man, 
« who brought me, through a ſeries of 
misfortunes and diſtreſs, to aid him 
in his wicked courſes; he was at 
Vauxhall, during the whole time of 
our converſation there, and the coach 
I called was driven by a fellow of the 
gang, who plied for the purpoſe of 


aſſiſting us in any ſuch attempt as 


that I made on you. But what I 
want to inform you is this, Sir, that 


the gentleman, who was robbed at 
Chelſea, is a great linen-draper in 
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« the city, with whom you live at this 
time; for this knowledge I gathered 
© by ſeeing you both at the ſhop-door 
© together the night before the rob- 
* bery, and I wanted then an oppor- 
© tunity to diſcover the deſign to you; 
© for a deſign it was, and the fellows 
© had their intelligence of his going to 
* Chelſea, from a man who 1s lately 
© become a partner in their rogueries, 
© who lived as a journeyman with your 
c 
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maſter, and has the greateſt invete- 


racy againſt you all three, for what 
reaſon I never could learn. Since 
yeſterday morning, I have been quite 
abandoned to wretchedneſs, and the 
crime you ſaw me ſo roughly hand- 
led for, I was induced to commit 
through mere want of bread, Your 
generolity and goodneſs, Sir, I hope 
will make me a true convert ; and, if 


Heaven is fo gracious as to accept my 


repentance, | am reſolved to work my 
fingers to the bones, rather than ever 
expoſe myſelf to ſuch vileneſs and 

* wickedneſs as I have too long been 
« ſubjet to and partaker of. Here 
| | ſhe 
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32 JOE THOMPSON. 


fhe wept aloud, and moved my com- 
paſſion ſo much, that I gave her half 
a guinea, which was the whole that I 
had about me, adviſing her to cheriſh 
theſe motions of returning goodneſs, 
and telling her, that if ever I ſaw her 
again, and was witneſs to a reforma- 


tion and induſtrious honeſty in her, I 
would be her friend. 


I could not help adoring the juſtice 
of Providence, in making uſe of my 
arm to execute vengeance upon the vil- 
Jain who had fo ill uſed me; and my 
indignation againſt Packer, who had 


received ſo many favours from the per- 


fon he was thus endeavouring to mur- 


der and deſtroy, was exceſſive: I re- 
membered he knew of the money that 


was owing us at Chelſea, and if I had 
gone for it, no doubt, the favour re- 
ceived by my friend was intended alſo 
to me. So many inſtances of the vile- 
neſs and corruption of human nature 


made me quite melancholy, and I re- 


turned home in an aſtoniſhment and 


profound thoughtfulneſs, that was im- 


mediately taken notice of by my 
friend, to whom I imparted the occa- 
hon. He was paſt meaſure affected 


with the diſcoveries I had made; and, 


as we did not know what farther miſ- 
chiefs Packer, as he knew the ſecrets 
of the family, and the nature of our 


trade, might endeavour to do, we re- 


ſolved to be very circumſpect for the 
future in every thing we undertook, 
and to keep it a ſecret from my maſter, 
for fear of giving him any diſturb- 
ance, I p | 


CHAP. XVI. 


SPECULIST WAITS UPON MR, DI- 
APER, WHO REPROVES THOMP- 
'. SON—HE CONFESSES HIS FOL- 
LY—ISs PARDONED—EXCELLENT 
BEHAVIOUR OF HIS MASTER— 
PERMITTED TO VISIT HIS FA- 
' THER AND MOTHER WITH HIS 
FRIEND — THEY SET OUT ON 
THEIR JOURNEY. 5 5 


I Found it was now abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for me to regain the confidence 


and eſteem of Mr. Deacon, in order 


to get rid of my troubleſome viſitants, 


for which purpoſe I more frequently 
went to ſee him; and, as he was really 
a very ſenſible and underſtanding man, 
reaped a great deal of benefit from his 


myſelf were both ſent for into my ma- 


converſation, and had almoſt defaced 
the bad opinion he had conceived cf 
me, when the malice or vanity of Spe- 
culiſt at once made a diſcovery of my 
untoward ſituation. He bore my late 
rejoinder to his diſcourſe very hardly; 
and, fired with reſentment at my con- 
ſequent eſtrangement from him, (for 
what he had ſaid, of not deſiring my 
company, was only one of thoſe airs 
he gave himſelf with thoſe acquaint- 
ances over whom he acquired a ſuperi. 
ority) reſolved to be revenged; and, 
therefore, this man of reaſon and phi- 
loſophy, who was not quite unknown 
to my maſter, one day paid him a yi- 
fit, at which he ſeemed very much ſur- 
prized, as he had never converſed with 
him, not at all liking his character. 
He ſoon put him out of the uncertainty 
of his defign, by acquainting him, he 
came out of pure compaſſion to Mr, 
Thompſon, to let him know, that he 


was fearful he had taken ſome bad 


courſes, and kept company with per- 
ſons who would do him much diſſer— 
vice; and then gave him a detail of 
thoſe little follies I had been guilty of, 
the neceſſities he knew I was driven 
to, and an account of the debt I had 
contracted with him; concluding, that 
he gave him the preſent trouble out of 
pure good-will to the young gentle- 
man, not doubting but he would ex- 
ert his authority and influence over 
me, to engage me to forſake ſuch prac- 
tices for the future. The good man 
was quite ſurprized at this account of 
me; and, as he had heard me mention 
Mr. Speculiſt, as an ingenious gentle- 
man, and one I greatly reſpected, ſaw, 
through the appearance of friendſhip 
he put on, the rancour of his heart; 
and, without any emotion, gravely 
aſked him, what it was I owed him. 
And, upon hearing it was only twelve 
pounds, counted him out the money, 
took his receipt, and begged the fa- 
vour of him to depart the houſe; which 
he did with the utmoſt precipitancy 
and ſhame, which. was the more 1n- 
creaſed by bis mceting me full-butt at 
the bottom of the ſtair-caſe. He juſt 
moved his hat, and went away ; leaving 
me in amaze at ſeeing him in our 
houſe, where he had never been be- 
fore, and many conjectures about his 
buſineſs there. 

The next morning, my friend and 
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ſter's chamber ; who, after ſhutting the 


door, accoſted us in the following 
manner. My dear children, for I 
can't prevail upon myſelf to conſider 
© either of you in any other light, I 
©. have obſerved, with an unmeaturable 
ſatisfaction, your ſtrit union ever 
© ſince you have been together; your 
© tempers, your actions, and the re- 


« gard you have paid to me and my 
wife, and your {ſtudying my welfare 


o 
© with ſo much care, in the manage- 
© ment of my bufineis, has charmed 
© me, and my mind has made me hap- 
© py in the contemplation of your vir- 
r tues.-You, Mr. Thompſon, parti- 
© 'cularly, becauſe bound only to me 
© by the weak tie of obedience: I 
© hope I have given you convincing 
© proofs, by my behaviour to you, that 
© I regard your fidelity and attachment 
jn the tendereſt manner. What wall 
© you, then, what can I fay to a man 
© who has endeavoured to perſuade me 
© with a fond officiouſneſs to bear un- 
* prateful tidings, that you have fol- 
0 — courſes that I muſt highly diſ- 
© approve; have neglected my concerns 
E —which you, ſon, have connived at 
© have frequented the company of lewd 
© women, and wild young fellows, 
© whoſe only aim and tudy is the gra- 
tification of their debauched imagi- 
© nations and depraved paſſions? I 
* muſt own, I treated him with the 
* contempt he deſerved, as I could 
« ſee, through his maſk of. friendſhi 
© and concern, an mveteracy which all 
the ſhew of impartial repreſentation 
could not hide; nor had I believed 
any thing againſt you, if he had not 
at the ſame time convinced. me of 
ſomething which grieves me greatly; 
he ſays you have been extravagant, 
and are in debt, and, as a proof of 
it, declared you was indebted ta 
© him. I gave him no encouragement 
to purſue his animadverſions, but 


have paid him the money. for you; 


you will know the author of what I 


tell you. Now, I muſt own, if you 


are driven to ſuch neceſſities, it would 


© almoſt lead me to think all the reſt 


of his charge was true; for I am 
ſenſible your father ſupplies you with 
every thing neceſſary, and more 
pocket -money than I ſhould care to 
truſt a youth with, I am not an- 
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© the remainder of m 


gry, child, and only beg you to let 
me know your embarraſſments, that 
you may be relieved, and not tempt- 
ed to de any thing unbecoming a 
youth J ſo greatly eſteem, and the 
ſon of a worthy and dear friend: I 
am ſenſible what temptations ſur- 
round us on every ſide, at your age, 
and make all the allowances for hu- 
man frailty that I poſſibly can. 
Here he pauſed, whilſt the tears ran 
down my cheeks, and I was for ſome 
time incapable of anſwering : at length, 
recovering myſelf, T thatiked him for 
all his kindneſſes and conſtant good- 


neſs to me, and told him; 1 thould be 


inexcuſable not to make a ſincere con- 
feſſion of all my follies, which T hoped' 
were not of ſo heinous a nature as not 
to be pardoned upon a fincere amend- 
ment, as he had expreſſed ſuch a regard 
for my welfare, and it was the only 
means left me to return to my former 
innocence and tranquillity, I then 

gave him a ſhort detail of all my er- 
rors and flips of youth, not without 
mingling my tale with conſcious bluſh - 

es and motions of ſhame and regret, 
which often interrupted my diſcourſe. 

© And now, dear Sir, I cried, falling 
on my knees, and kiſſing his hand, 
with a fervent action of affection, I 
© have given you an account of the 
© crimes I have been guilty of, let me 
«© intreat you not-to hate me, but let 
me plead with you for forgiveneſs 
© and compaſſion : I hepe it is not tos 
© late to recover my mind from thoſe 
© vices which I have now a thorough 
© deteſtation of; I have for ſome time 
* forſaken theſe reſorts of wickedneſs, 
and feel the higheſt pleaſure on the 
© approaches I make again to that 
c one and happineſs I have for ſo 
long a time Joſt, Deprive me not of 
© the ſociety of my dear friend, and 
© the comfort I have ever received in 
your good opinion; I will be doubly 
« diligent the remainder of my time 

© to make you amends for my repeated 
* negle&ts: your goodneſs gives me a 
* thouſand | nameleſs compunRions ; 
may Heaven enable me to deſerve it 
life!“ I could 
ſay no more, and a flood of moving 
ſorrow put a period to my diſcourſe. 
My friend mingled his concern with 
mine, and ſaid every thing that could 
diſarm any — that might ariſe 
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in his father's breaſt: he ſtood for 
ſonre time thoughtful, at length he 


ſoftened, and a tear of mercy ſtole 


down his venerable face, and, raiſing 
me up, he enjbraced. me with eager 


preſſures, then took his ſon. into his 
arms, and kindly told us he forgave 


every thing. Words cannot de- 
Tribe the gratitude that aroſe in my 


breaſt, and quite overcame me; I made 


no anſwer, hut embraced bis knees; 
he ſaw my condition, and left us to 
eome to ourſelves. How much relieved 


| was, after the difcloſure of my crimes. 
and the pardon I received, no one can 
tell; had the weight of a mountain 


appreſſed me, it's removal could not 
Fen given me more real eaſe. My 


iend. preſſed me to his boſom, and 


we me the higheſt congratulations ; 
| ro his careſſes, and was ready 


to devonr him with my acknowledg- 
ments for his goodneſs. A few mi- 
nutes afterwards my maſter returned. 
Think yourſelf happy, Mr. Thomp- 


© ſon,” ſays he, that you have been 
© obliged to make this confeſſion, and 
© that you are relieved from the gloom 
© that was occaſioned by the conceal- 
ment of your condition; I congra- 
tulated myſelf on ſeeing your return 


of your defection: let me intreat 
you to apply for pardon to the Au- 
thor of our being, whom you have 
highly offended. by ungratefully miſ- 
employing thoſe excellent talents and 
abilities he has beſtowed upon you 
let him have all the praiſe for this 
happy turn of your affairs; at the 
throne of his mercy be conſtant in 
your petitions, for his grace and 
favour to ſupport you in the reſolu - 
tions you have taken to act agree- 
able to his laws, his pure injunc- 
tions; reſume your good-humour 
and your endeavours to pleaſe and 
oblige every body you are concerned 


to religion and virtue, you will be 


friends. Let me have an account of 
all your debts, which J will inſtant] 

diſcharge; and, rather than affli 
your good father with the knowledge 
of what is paſt, I will wait till you 
are in a capacity to me again. 
It 1s — ns = ur" 4 you How 


* ſuch a burden to a generous mind, 


to virtue, almoſt as ſoon as I knew 


with, and, by a thorough adherence - 
happy yourſelf, and bleſs all your 


that you may have nothing left to imo 
< pede you in your revived diſpoſition 
to happineſs ; and, as you may have 
contracted ſome acquaintance you 
cannot handſomely part from ab- 
ruptly, I have been thinking to in- 
dulge you with the liberty of taking 
a journey into Yorkſhire, for a 
month or two, to ſee your parents; 
and, as my wife is able to bear the 
town better than ſhe has been for 
ſome time paſt, my ſon, if he 


ather has often preſſed me to let him 
come down to fee him, and he ſhalt 
take this opportunity—therefore, fi- 
niſh what buſineſs you have in hand, 
1 3 you are welcome to my 
orſes, and may ſet out when you 
will your father and mother long te 
ſee you; and it is time to gratify 


years and an half: if I want you in 
town ſooner than I have mentioned, 
I'll write you word; when you come 
back you will be a ſtranger to the 
people you would avoid, and may 
then keep them at a proper diſtance, 
Here's a ſmall token of my reſpect, 
© which you will accept of for the ex- 
© pences of your journey.“ In ſo ſay- 
ing, he elapped a paper into each of 
our hands, containing twenty guineas, 
and left me in extaſy of admiration 
and acknowledgment for his goodneſs 
and condeſcenſion. My friend was 
tranſported with the thoughts of our 
going together; and, as for my part, 
I had never experienced fo mueh de- 
light before. In about a week after, 
having ſettled our books, and left all 
affairs ready to my maſter's hands, we 
ſet out on our jourhey, taking leave of 
him and my miſtreſs, who overwhelm- 
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ed me, as well as her ſon, with the 


kindeſt expreſſions of regard. 


CHAP. XVII. 


DIGRESSION on THE BEAUTIES Of 
THE. COUNTRY — THEY OVER- 


TAKE COMPANY, TO WHOM 


- THEY ARE KNOWN— ARE EN- 
TERTAINED AT MR. BELLAIR'S 
——DIAPER FALLS IN LOVE WITA 
MISS BUSANNA BELLAIR ww HE 

" KELIEVES HER FROM A CRTAT 
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PROVED 


poets ſhall accompany you; your 


their defire, after an abſence of four 
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PROVED BY HER BROTHER 
MEETS WITH A RETURN FROM 
HER — THEY 'PURSUE THEIR 
JOURNEY. . 


OW agreeable is a receſs from 
the town to a man who is con- 
ſtantly engaged in the hurry and noiſe 
of buſineſs! it exhilarates and refreſh- 
es the mind, and gives the ſpirits a 
new flow, that has a very ſanative ef- 
fett upon the body; emerging from 
noiſe, uproar, and confuſion, was like 
getting rid of a weight that bore us 
down with hard oppreſſion; the foal 
ſeemed now to enjoy it's manſion, and, 
roving gaily from one object to ano- 
ther, gratified it's unbounded curioſity, 
and it's enlarged vehicle was better 
qualified to entertain the noble gueſt. 
What a profuſion of embelliſhments 
has the Sublime Author of nature be- 
towed on the viſible creation at this 
ſeaſon of the year! How is the eye de- 
lighted with gaudy blended tins of 
green, and azure, and gold! the ears 


raviſhed with the melody that is poured 


forth from the harmonious throats of 
the feathered inhabitants of every buſh 
and ſpray, and whole nature ſeeming 
in a ſtate of exultation to hm the 
Great Creator! The loaded branches 
bend beneath the weight of the va- 
rious products of the ſeaſon; the 
teeming earth ſends forth, from it's 
 prolifick womb 
grain, with rich increaſe; the neighing 
ſeed friſks over the plain; the tender 
lambkin gambols through the lawn; 
and the ſturdy peaſant ſees his riches 
flowing in on every ſide, Nothing can 
excite the mind to a greater veneration 
of the Great, Firſt Cauſe of all things, 
than to ſurvey all the wondrous, 40 
lightful objects, that every where a- 
round bedeck the rural ſcene; and the 
grateful mind, involuntarily, breaks 
out into raptures of praiſe and thankf- 
giving. | pb” 

The two firſt days of our journey 
were uninterrupted by any accident; 
we enjoyed each other's company with 
a ſatis faction that it is rmpoflible 2 
to expreſs; our converſation, whi 
rolled on various uſeful ſubjects, be- 
guiled the way; and, as we had time 
enough before us, we made ſhort and 
cafy ſtages, gratifying our curioſity 
with every thing that was worth view- 
ing, and often making excurſions from 
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means refuſe. 
the ſhining yellow 


young lady, fiſter to the 
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the direct road, to indulge ourſelves 


with a pleaſant country, and an agree. 
able profpet. Mr. Diaper, who had 
not been ſuch a journey for many 
years, was quite captivated with the 
new pleaſures we taſted ; and we kept 
up a chearfulneſs and good-humour, 
which was but bare gratitude for the 
enjoyments we received. 1 
About noon on the third day of our 


peregrination, we overtook a chaiſe 
and pair, followed 


by a number of 
domeſticks, in a livery that methought 
I had ſomewhere particularly noticed 
before; but when we had paſſed, and 
I juſt turned my head back to look at 
the perſons in the vehicle, how agreèe- 
ably pleaſed I was to difcover the fame 
amiable gentleman and lady whoſe 


* converſation had captivated me ſo 


much at Vauxhall! They knew me 
alſo, at once, and both ſeemed tranſ- 


8 at the lucky meeting: after the 
rſt civilities had paſſed between us, I 


was gently chid for not having per- 


formed my promiſe of calling to ſee 
them, which I excuſed in as handſome 


a manner as I could. Then they en- 


quired our route, which happened to be 
through that part of the country they 
were proceeding to, to their country- 
houſe, where they infifted that we 
ſhould accompany them, and ſpend a 
day or two, which we could by no 
We arrived there the 
ſame evening, and were introduced to 
a gentee] and commodious houſe, 
which, for ſituation and accommoda- 


'tions, was one of the prettieſt and 


compleateſt villas that ever I ſaw in 
my life, My companion, as well as 
mylelf, was charmed with our recep- 
tion, which was as cordial and re- 
ſpectful as could be given to the moſt 
valuable» friends. The good ſenſe 
and ceconomy of the maſter and miſ- 
treſs were viſible in the co. tented and 
eaſy looks of the ſervants, and the ex- 
cellent management and order that ap- 


peared in the minuteſt things: plenty 


without waſte, or profuſion, was feen 


at the table; and every thing wore an 


air of the moſt refined elegancy. They 
were received, at their entrance, by a 
ntleman, 
who was a repreſentation of Flora; an 
innocent ſweetneſs ſhone in her coun- 
tenance, and the ruddy morn was not 
arrayed with more inſpiring blooming 
graces ; the alſo accoſted us with a 
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What ſis pifies denying any nung to 
_* you, Joe?” ſays he, very ſeriou 


" Ye, JE THOMPSON, 


. courtequs and inviting look, that you 
could not help feeling to the bottom 


of the heart. At ſupper we were en- 


. tertained with a repaſt that ſpoke the 


noble. temper of our hoſt; and a con- 
verſation enſued, in which every one 


| bore ſuch a ſhare as gave a mutual good 


opinion of each other, We did not 
retire to bed till pretty late, and were 


conducted to a very grand apartment, 


where we were taken up ſome time in 


our admiration of our new acquaint- 


ance. My friend was curious to know 
how I came to be known to Mr, Bel- 
Jair and his ſpouſe, for that was his 


name, in which J gratified him; he 


then ran out in exceſſive encomiums 
on the beauties and perfections of 
Miſs Sukey, by which I could plainly 
; E his very ſoul began to be in- 
ected with her charms; which diſco- 


very not a little pleaſed me, as J had 


before obſerved an inſenſibility to the 
fair-ſex in him that very much ſur- 
prized me: the whole night he toſſed 


and tumbled about, and every now 


and then a figh eſcaped him, as by 
ſtealth ; upon which, the next morn- 
ing, I raillied him very ſeverely. 


| y; 
5 I muſt confeſs that little Cherubim 


has made me uncommonly uneaſy; 
„and I would give the world, if I had 
it, for a companion for life, of ſuch 
a diſtinguiſhed merit as I obſerved in 
s that dear creature, 
theſe words in ſuch a tone and manner 
that I could not help repeating my 
mirth at his expence; at which he 


oy a little angry, and forced me to 


eſiſt: after which we commenced a 
very earneſt diſcourſe about the fa- 
mily, and agreed to make all the ob- 
ſervations *we could of the circum- 
15 and diſpoſition of the young 
adv, wichout whom he proteſted he 


could not think of liying. Our con- 


ſultations were finiſhed by a ſervant's 
entering with a meſſage that breakfaſt 
was iy + and we, immediately obey- 
ing the fu 

and the two ladies, who were very 
merry at our over-ſleeping ourſelyes in 
ſuch a lovely morning; which, Miſs 
obſerved, was being a little ungrateful 
for the pleaſure jt beſtowed upon 
us. Breakfcft over, a walk was pro- 
poſed in the garden, which was a very 
Extenſive one; and at the farther ex- 
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He uttered 


mmons, found Mr. Bellair 


tremity of it was a very fine fiſhpond, 
with an alcove for the anglers to repoſe 
themſelves, and a bank of green twf 


all round it. * This diverſion, you 
« muſt know, gentlemen, ſays Mi. 


Bellair, © is a very favourite one with 


* 


me, and my wife and ſiſter, as we 
can purſue it, and yet indulge, cur 
contemplations, and impart them to 


Miſs is the beſt ſportſman by far, 
and not a preſent inhabitant of the 
ſcaly fry but has been, one time or 


the method of the generality of la- 
dics in treating thoſe lovers, who 
only ſerve to make up the number of 
their conqueſts, after trifling with 
them ſome time, ſhe gives them their 
© liberty agam.'—* If Miſs, Sir, ſays 
my friend, were to torture her Joy - 


c 


ers in that manner, I apprehend it 
would never be in her power to re- 


* ſtore the bleſſings you mention again 


© to them, and they would be too fond 


of their ſlavery to defire it.” At 
this ſne bluſhed; and, to turn off the 


dliſcourſe, propoſed ſending for the 
fiſhing-rods, to try our ſkill, We had 


all of us ſome ſport, but my friend, 
who was ſo fixed on the actions of the 
young lady, and ſo attentive to the in- 
dulgence of his infant paſſion, that he 
did not. catch one; upon which ſhe 
merrily told him, ſhe would take care 
to provide a dinner for them both. 
The words were ſcarce out of her 
mouth, when, leaning too forward, 
the edge of the bank gave way under 
her, and ſhe fell at once into the wa- 
ter, which was pretty deep. We 
were all terribly frightened; but, as 


to Mr. Diaper, he ja a great cry, 


and immediately plunged into the 
pond, and brought her out in his 
arms, all wet, and faint with terror. 
The time was ſo ſhort, that ſhe pre- 


ſerved her ſenſes ; however, it put an 


end to our diverſion, and we attended 
her into the houſe, where ſhe was un- 


dreſſed, and put to bed. Her brother 


and ſiſter were ſo ſtruck with this ac- 


tion of my friend's, that they were ne- 


ver tired with acknowledging it; and, 


as to him, he exulted to himſelf in the 


inftance he had given of his regard, 


and betrayed his concern, by enquir- 


ing of her health, my minute, in a 


manner almoſt troubleſome. He was 


equipped in @ ſuit of Mr, Bellair's 


each other: but I aſſure you that 


other, upon her hook; though, like 


2 
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till his own were dry; and that gen- 
tleman, clapping him on the ſhoulder, 
told him, merrily, he was fearful that 
the water, inſtead of cooling him, had 
inflamed him ſo, that it would not be 
eaſily extinguiſnable.— © What ſay 
you, Mr. Thompſon? Your friend 
© won't be much hurt by a fine woman 
and three thouſand pounds; and JI 
© promiſe him my conſent, I aſſure 
c bim. Mr. Diaper bowed, and was 
ſo confuſed at this frank diſcovery and 
good-nature, that he had nothing 
wherewith to reply. Dinner was 


* 


ſerved up, at which the young 1 
i d 


now quite well, attended; but I cou 
erceive ſuch a confuſion, whenever 
ks eyes met thoſe of her preſerver, to 
whom ſhe expreſſed a high ſenſe of her 
obligation, that I made no queſtion 
but ſhe was as ſenſible as himſelf, and 
gave myſelf a great pleaſure in the re- 
flection. We ſtayed in this happy 
manſion a full week, during which 
Mr, Diaper made a great progreſs in 
his amour, and Miſs Sukey ſeemed 
quite affected with his paſſion; they 
were ever together, and Mr. Bellair, 
being made ſenſible, by me, of his 
condition and expectations, was hear- 
tily diſpoſed to give him all the liberty 
with his miſtreſs that was poſſible. 
We could hardly ſeparate ourſelves 
from the family; and, I believe, Dia- 
r would have been contented, if I 
bad gone the remainder of the journey 
alone, if ſhame had permitted him; 
we parted, however, promiſing to 
ſpend a week at our return; and the 
parting of the lovers was ſo tender, 
that Miſs could not leave her chamber 
to ſee us mount, her diſcompoſure was 
ſo great. . | 
Never was man ſo transformed as 
was the young gentleman ; he was con- 
ſtantly muſing ; had loſt his vivacity ; 
would heave now and then an invo- 
luntary ſigh; and it was ſeldom I could 
get a word from him in the whole day's 
ride, except I put him upon talking 
of his miſtreſs; and then what raptures 
'would break forth! How many vows 
and proteſtations of eternal conſtancy 
and truth! He let me into the whole 
of his courtſhip, and I found, to my 
extreme delight, that he had reaſon 
really to eſteem himſelf very happy; 
and therefore, after canvaſſing the mat- 
ter between us, it was reſolved he 
mauld aſk his father's conſent to the 
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match, ſoon after our return, We 


put up at night at a very good inn, 


which was ſo full of gueſts, that we 
could get no other place to fit in, all 
the rooms being taken up, but the kit- 


chen. As my friend did not chuſe to 


mix in any promiſcuous Jo apy 4 
and there was not another houſe of a 
long way, we were contented, and or- 


dered a fowl to be laid to the fire, for 
our ſupper, which was immediately 


complied with, 


CHAP, XVIIL. 


STORY OF THE INCHANTED BRIDIE 
—MIDNIGHT ADVENTURES IN 


THE INN—DISCOURSE BETWEEN 
DR. TALISMAN, PARSON ZEALOT, 


AND GAGE, THE EXCISEMAN=—=_ 


FATAL CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR 
DISPUTE—THEY ARRIVE AT MR. 
THOMPSON'S—=JOY AT THEIR 
ARRIVAL, | 


HE e the kitchen, 


1 principally compoſed of the ſer- 
vants of the gueſts who had put up in 


the inn, withdrew from the fire, in re- 


ſpect to our appearance; ſo that we 
were not at all incommoded at our ſup- 
per, but rather entertained witli the 
different characters we could over- 


hear them 2 their ſeveral maſters 


and miſtreſſes, with whom, as uſual 
with the party- coloured gentry, they 
made very free. We ordered our beds 


to be made ready, whilſt we drank a 


glaſs or two after our meal; and were 
juſt adjourning to our chamber, when 
a young fellow broke into the kitchen, 


in the greateſt hurry and confuſion 


imaginable; his hair ere&ed on his 
head, like the quills of a porcupine; 
his body full of convulſive motions ; 


his face pale and diſtorted; his eyes 


fixed in their ſockets; andall the marks 
of dreadful fright and amaze, which 
robbed him of utterance ; and, juſt as 


he advanced up to the fire, he gave a 


deep groan, and fell down in a ſwoon ; 
every body was ſurprized, and ran to 
help him, plentifully 1 his 
face with water, which, in a little 
time, brought him to himſelf. He 
ſtared wildly about him, for ſome time; 


and cried, in a hollow tone of voice, 


Is he gone? Is he gone?” and then 
getting up,. took a turn or two 8 
| the 
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the kitchen, and hallooed out again, 


' © Ayoid, Satan! Oh God! fave me 
7 fave me! Here he is! There he is!" 
and fo went on, that every body con- 


cluded him diſtracted; and the hoſteſs 


22 in, followed by her huſband, 


ordered them to lay hands on him, for 


Fear he ſhould do any miſchief. This 


they did accordingly; and, after they 
= got him down, he became "ond 


what calmer, whilſt the tears in abun- 


dance trickled down his cheeks, fol- 


lowed by oft repeated ſighs and groans. 


* Alack!” fays the landlady, I knew 


* ſome bad luck would happen in our 


family, by my dream laſt night; and, 
© to be ſure, a great calf came bolt in- 


© to the bar-room, this morning, and 


® frightened me out of my wits! 
Well, poor fellow, that old jade, 


© Jenny Barnes, has certainly bewitch- 


ed him! Good God! it's a ſhame 
© fuch devils ſhould be ſuffered to live 
in the pariſh.'—* Hold your tongue, 
© you fooliſh b—h, ſays her huſband, 
you are always canting ſome dd 
© nonſente or other; more likely ſome 


© of your Methodiſt tricks have been 


ead, Jack; what's the matter? The 


1 E into his head hold up your 
fellow was going to reply, when, 


moving himfelf in his chair, he kicked 
the bit of a bridle with one of his heels, 
_ which hung round his neck, and reach- 


ed the pavement, which made a kind 


"of a clink, and threw him into the 


fame extaſies and diſtortions again, 
continually roaring, There he is! 
© Don't you hear his chain? Oh, Lord, 
deliver mel Pray, dear maſter, ſend 


for the E. J have {een the devil! 


— The devil you have, ſays his ma- 


ſter; © what buſineis had he in my 


© ſtables?— No, no, replies the 
man, all in a foam, I ſaw him at 
© Black Jack's barn! there,” turning 


himſelf about, don't you hear him 


© now? He's here! he's here !' and 
ſwooned away again: at this the land- 


lord looked. about him, and, ſpying 
the bridle, burſt into an immoderate 


fit of laughing: O ho, ſays he, I 
© bave diſcovered the whole; wake, 
* you ſilly ſon of a bh; don't you 


„ ſee that here's no chain here, nor 


6 any thing like it. It's only the bit 
© that makes this ratling; and ſo gave 


him a douſe in the chops, which re- 
called him once more to himſelf: then 
turning to the company, told them, 
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that a negro, that onee lived with him, 


in quality of an hoſtler, had hanged 


himſelf in a barn, at the back of the 


houſe, and that ever ſince he had 
3 * 1 1. had been ſeen 

everal people, dragging a huge 
chain after 1 which , an al 
at twelve o'clock at night; And this 
fellow, continues he, has, no 
© doubt, ſeen him, or heard him; and, 
e forgetting he had the bridle at his 


thought he had purſued him quite 
into the houſe, I ſuppoſe; and ſo 
there's your cock and a bull ſtory of 
a dream, and a calf, and Jenny 
Barnes—out, Madam; come, get 
up, and go to your buſineſs.* The 
hoſtler now, thoroughly convinced of 
his miſtake, endeavoured to get up, but 
was ſo weakened, that they were forced 
to convey him to bed, Jeaving us in 


high mirth at ſuch an inſtance of vul- 


ar prepoſſeſſion, and the ſtrength of 
ancy. We ſoon after were conducted 
to our repoſe, which this accident had 
kept us from an hour or two longer 
than we intended. Our room opened 
mto a long gallery, which was the 
means of communication to a whole 


tier of apartments; at the upper end 


was the conveniency of a privy for the 


uſe of the whole floor, and, by a very 
imprudent want of caution, the doqrs 


of the rooms were not furniſhed with 
locks, but only depended on the ſecu- 


rity of latches. We had juſt began to 


doſe, when we heard the latch of our 
apartment gently lifted up, and ſome- 
body ſoftly ſtealing to our bed-fide, 
who, as he advanced, cried, © Egod, 
Tom, I was a long time before 1 
© could find my way back again from 
© that d—d vault; I think they ought 
© to have a lamp burning in the gal- 
© lery, for it is curſed dark; what, are 
* ye aſleep already? We made no an- 
ſwer, and he went on: I have been 


thinking of our expedition to-mor- 
row; but, by Gd, I don't think 


it ſafe to attempt the coach or the 
chariot, for they are too ſtrongly 
guarded ! now, there's the two young 
prigs, tbat ſupped in the kitchen, 
ſeem to be fluſh of money, and we 
had better ſet out betimes and ſecure 
them, for they go towards Vork, as 
the landlord informed me, and he 
believes will be a good booty: d—N 
me, why don't you" anfwer? Ha! 

| you 
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| heels, by the force of imagination, 


e you drank ſo damned hard laſt night, 
«that you are as drowſy as the devil.“ 
By this time he was pulling up the 
bed-cloaths, when I ftirred, and, as 
if between fleep and waking, cried 
out, Be quiet—what—what d' ye 
« want?* The miſtake was ſoon per- 
ceived, and a quick retreat made from 
the bed and out of the door; upon 
which I gave a jog to my friend, and 
being too much concerned in the late 
ſpeech to be eaſy without ſome farther 


diſcovery, I ſlipt out of bed, and trip- 


ped ſoftly after the perſon who had 
made it, whom I ſoon traced to the 
next door but one to ours; and find- 
ing him gone in, and the door ſhit, 
applied my ear to the crevice, and heard 
him ſay, Tom, are yon there?'— 
Aye, ſays Tom, where have you 
© been !'— Why, d—n me, I miftook 
the room, and have been talking 
about our route to-morrow, thinking 
« it was to you.'— Aye, d—n me," 
replies the other, it is like one of 
« your blundering tricks: what room 
vas you in?“ Two rooms higher,” 
ſays hne. Why that's where the two 
« young gentlemen he that ſupped in 
the kitchen,'— Is it, by G—d? 
Why, I hope they were aſleep, how- 
© ever, for I was propofing to nail 
« them to-morrow, imagining I had 
t been talking to you; ſo I believe we 
had better decamp, before they are 
« ſtirring, for fear of the worſt.“ As 
ſoon as I heard this, I left them to 
theit farther conſultations, and turned 
to go back; but had ſcarce groped my 
way three or four paces, when I was 
accoſted with two arms round me, and 
a whiſper of, © Lord, William, how long 
* you have been | I am almoſt ftarved ;? 
which was followed by half a dozen 
kiſſes, repeated ſo quick, that-T had not 
time to diſengage myſelf. I ſoon per- 
ceived it was one of the ſofter ſex who 
had made this miſtake, and was goin 
to undeceive her, when from a bang 
unſeen, ſhe received a violent blow 
over the ſide of the head, as I thought, 
which made the whole gallery ring, 
and down ſhe fell, uttering a deep 
groan. As I apprehended a ſalute of 
the ſame fort, I put myſelf upon my 
grate, but could hear aparr of naked 
cet padding away as faſt as poſſible; 
ſo J retired with great expedition to my 
own door, which I ſoon gained, and 


entered the chamber, I perceived my - 


JOE THOMPSON. 


A A ANA A A RA a 8 nA A A A G2 A 


59 


ſelf right by hearing my friend's voce, 
who enquired, what made me 15 o 


long: and I was going to give him 
an account of my adventures, 
was joſtled againſt by ſomewhat that 
was endeayouring to paſs me, which L 
aſſumed courage enough to ſeize hold 


of, at the ſ me time enquiring, Who's 


© this?” TI received no anſwer, but vio- 


lent firuggles to get away from me; 
upon which I called out Juſtily, 
* Houſe! Houſe! and ſtamped as hard 


as I could at the fame time with my 
foot. 


© here to-night ; however, I believe I 
© have got hold of ſomewhat that's 


© fleſh and blood here. Hold it faſt, 
then, ſays he, © and I'll ſecure the 
© door till we know who diſturbs us 


* thus: ſo ſaying, hejumpedoutof bed, 


when my prize, trembling, begged me 


to let him go, for he had miſtaken our 
room for his own, 


- waited upon you. I aſk you ten 
and the diſturbance I have occaſioned 
vou. — Very well, friend, ſays I, 
T forgive you; but, pray, was it you 
that knocked down ſomebody in the 


to be a good-natured gentleman, and 
FI] tell you the truth: I was going 
to meet our cook Peggy by appoint- 
ment, you may be fure, an 
her faſt-locked in the arms of ano- 
ther man, which provoked me to 
ſtrike ber; but I hope I have done her 
no hurt; for I perceive, by what you 
have ſaid, Sir, that ſhe muſt have 
miſtaken you for me.'—* Why, was 
© not you a villain to give her ſuch a 
© ſevere blow? For my part, I believe 
you bave killed her, ſays I.—* God 
«© forbid, Sir! but you know Jealouſy 
© will drive one to any thing; and the 


© blow was intended for you, Sir, 1 


* muſt own.” By this time ah 


ght ap- 


peared, carried by our paunch-gutted 


rogue of a landlord, who had been 


alarmed by the noiſe I made; upon 


which I let the fellow go, who ran 


away with all the expedition imagina- 


ble; and, looking out, perceived ald 
Tun-bell 7 with great eircumſpection; 
direRing 


when IL 


© What are you doing, ſays 
Mr. Diaper; © what's the matter? 
Matter, ſays I, © why I believe ſoma 
6 infernal ſpurits play their gambols 


| © Who are you?“ 
ſays 1.—* Lord, maſter, Jam the tap- 
„ ſter that you ſaw laſt night, who 


thouſand 228 for this offence, 


gallery juſt now? — Sir, you ſeem 


found 


11s ſteps towards our part f 
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the gallery; but the light dazzling his 


es, he ſtumbled over the poor girl, 
who ſtill lay ſenſeleſs on the ground, 
and came down like a weighty ruin, 


the candle. ſpringing from him almoſt. 


as far as the place I ſtood in, and left 


us once more in darkneſt. His fright 
was ſo extreme, that I could hear the 


teeth chatter in his head, whilſt he pro- 
nounced, in a mumbling accent, Lord 


have mercy upon me! Oh, ſpare me! 


©: ſpare me! Upon which a thought 


entered my head, which I communi- . 


cated to my friend, and we direitly ap- 


3 him, and ſeizing hold of both 


1s ears, which we wrung very hard, 
in a counterfeited, hollow tone, I re- 


peated Barbara, celarent, dari, fe- 


© 740, baralipton—1 have been barbar- 


© ous enough, God knows! and fear 


you truly. O ſpare mel ſpare me! 
he replies. Upon which I repeated as 
much unintelligible jargon as I could 


recollect, which abſolutely finiſhed his 


prepoſſeſſion that we were evil ſpirits; 
os we could diſcern, to the entire 
affence of our ſmelling faculty, that 
his fear operated in the ſtrongeſt man- 


ner upon him. The girl, during this, 
having recovered herſelf, and hearing 
her maſter's tremendous voice, had, we 


eould perceive, made ſhift to crawl 
away; ſo that the whole coaſt was clear 
for us, the reverberated ſnoarings in 
the rooms on every ſide convincing 
us alſo, that every paſſenger had yield- 
ed to the leaden ſway of Morpheus. 
Then, affecting an unnatural voice, I 


tweaked him ftill harder, and told 


him in his ear, that, if he did not ſend 
the two highwaymen away directly, I 


would tear him to-pieces, and ſcatter 


his limbs in the air. You ſet them, 


continued I, to pillage the two gen- 
_ © tlemen who ſupped in the kitchen; 
but, if the ſcheme is purſued, you 
vill be betrayed and hanged on your 
© own ſign-poſt; ſo think well of what 


© I tell you; and, d'ye hear, for the 
«© future, don't ſell cyder for white- 
vine.“ As foon as he heard this he 
ſunk down, and we perceived he was. 
terrified ſo much, that he was bereft 


of his ſenſes; in which condition we 

left him to come to himſelf, and went 

directly to bed, the r e be- 
1 


inning to peep abroad, hugely.. de- 
ighted with our manner of revenge, 
and the comical circumſtances that were 
likely to attend it. It was ten o'clock 


V4 


before we aroſe, when we directly ad. 
journed to the kitchen, where Mrs. 
Hoſteſs, was haranguing three gentle. 
men, we found, on the ſubject of the laſt 
night's adventures. Here, ſays ſhe, 
have been ſad doings! Well, [3 my 
part, I ſhall never be able to £0 to 
© bed in the houſe again! Poor Jack 
* ſaw the negro laſt night, and Peggy 
* ſaw ſuch an apparition, to be ſure, 
© that ſhe is not able to riſe after it! 
But this is nothing to my poor huſ- 
© band; he heard a knocking and call: 
ing in one of the rooms in the long 
© gallery, as he thought, Which, to be 
© ſure, was a device of the Devil to 
© draw him that way; and there he 
© was ſet upon by two monſters, vomit- 
* ing out fire, and with eyes like burn- 
© ing coals, who have pinched him 
© black and blue, and fixed their claws 
in him, and left him in a fit, which, 
© for aught I know, would have killed 
© him, had I not gone to fee what was 
become of him; and, ſurely, he raves 
and talks ſuch ſtrange ſtuff, that! 
© fear me he has quite loſt his ſenſes; 
© and he ſent for two gentlemen, who 
* dined in number four, and, though 
© I was turned out of the room, I 
© heard as much as to ſay, that he 
© thought the houſe was too dangerous 
© for them to ſtay in, and, as the 
« were friends, he adviſed them to be 
gone; for he (aid a great deal about 
© God and Religion to them, and they 
© mounted directly, and are gone. I 
© believe, for my part, he might have 
« ſent them to ſome biſhop; for I can't 
c get a word out of him, and, to be 
© ſure, we muſt take ſome care to lay 
© the ſpirits, or elſe our houſe will be 
© ruined. I wiſh, Dr. Zealot, you 
« would go up and talk to him, for | 
* left him quite mad and diſtracted; 
© mayhap you can ſend them packing 
to the Red Sea for us!' The gentle- 
men to whom ſhe directed this diſcourſe 
were, Mr. Curate, of the village adja- 
cent, a ſurgeon of the ſame place, and 
the exciſeman of that diſtri ; and, 
by hearing them ſpeak to each other by 
name, we ſoon learned that the parſon's 
name was Zealot, the ſurgeon's Taliſ- 
man, and the exciſeman's Gage. The 
parſon, who was a little petulant ani- 
mal, ſcrewing up his mouth, and ele- 
vating his wrinkled brows, replied, 
with an air of uncommon gravity, that, 
peradventure, he ſhould go to ſee him; 
C Though,” 


JoE THOMPSON. 


Though, added he, he is fo ſinful a 
'© wretch, never having received the 
© Communion ſince I ſerved this cure, 
that I can ſcarce excuſe myſelf for 
© ſuch a proſtitution of my ſacred cha- 
© rafter: however, what the church 
© can do, Madam, in regard to you, 
c ſhall be done; and, were he haunted 
© by Legion himſelf, I'd ferret him out 
© of your quarters, I warrant you. 
© The powers granted to our order are 
| Cextenfive enough to ſubject Satan, 
6 and all his united imps, to our un- 
e doubted ſway over the realms of 
© darkneſs.” No ſooner was this grave 
ſpeech uttered, than Taliſman, with a 
malicious and contemptuous grin, ſeiz- 
ed him by one of the buttons of his 
waiſtcoat, and broke out thus, accom- 
panying his reply with repeated tug 
at his button, the parſon one while 
hearkening to him, and ever and anon 
his eye bent upon that part where he 
was Carful the doctor would make a 
diſlocation to his prejudice—* Sir, Sir, 
© your pretenſions are all farce and 
© nonſenſe; the powers given to the 
apoſtles to caſt out devils have long 
fince ceaſed in their ſucceſſors; they 
are proof, Sir, againſt all your exor- 
ciſms ; the knowledge of your func- 
tion does not arrive to ſuch a pitch 
now a-days, I'll aſſure you, as to 
attempt things of that nature.—If, 
Madam, your houſe is haunted, or 
your huſband bewitched, I'll under- 
take to free him of his enchantment, 
which is not to be done in the old 
road that has been long beaten to no 
purpoſe by the prieſts. No, no! I 
ſhall preſcribe him ſomewhat to hang 
about his neck, a preparation of elec- 
trum minerale, by which the great 
Van Helmont diſſolved ſo many ſor- 


—— 
- 


Solomon and Eleazor trees; nay, 
Paracelſus is pretty clear, that, if an 
haunted or poſſeſſed perſon were only 
to urine through a birch broom, 
gathered in the morning dew, and 
bound up when Sol juſt deſcends be- 
low the Ae it would be effec- 
tual; but I have other means to free 


cure immediately: as to what theſe 
gentlemen talk of laying ſpirits, 
they — Here, all in a rage, he was 
interrupted by Zealot, who roared out, 
in a violent manner, that he was an 
empty pretender, and that all that he 
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ceries; adding thereto the fume of 


your houſe, and will undertake your 


, had mentioned was mere exploded 
chimera, *©* What are your Paracelſus 
and Van Helmont now, whoſe whole 


* works may be bought for three half- 


© pence by the pound? I thought Mr. 


A 


Taliſman had read better authors, 
and to better purpoſe:; ſure, none but 
himſelf could peruſe ſuch rubbiſh. 
I warrant you, you are ſuperſtitious 
enough to believe in the philoſopher's 
ſtone too, and, I dare engage, never 
looked into Sir Iſaac's Principia 
in your life, though he may juſtly 
be called Princeps Philoſophorum. — 
Princeps Philoſophorum, doctor!“ re- 
lies Taliſman, all in an heat; Prin- 
ceps Rogorum, you mean. I tell you, 
Newton was a plagiary, and bor. 
rowed every thing valuable from Old 
Daddy Flamſtead, and made no lit- 
tle uſe of thoſe very great men you 
have the impudence to beſpatter ſo.“ 
Highly diverted at this ludicrous ſcene 


A 


of abſurdities, I was N. going to in- 


terfere with a word of encouragement 
on the parſon's ſide, who began to be 
out of breath, in order to keep matters 
even; when I was prevented by Gage, 
who banging the end of his cane 
againſt the pavement, after an hearty 


draught of ale, cried, that he was ſure 


neither of them knew any thing about 
what they were talking of; ws. 2 as to 
calling people names, it was no argu- 
ment, he ſaid: for his part, he never 
heard any thing bad of Sir Iſaac New- 
ton, and reſpected his memory for 
having proved the world to be like an 
egg; Though, by G—4d,* continues 
he, if it is, it is an addled one! wit- 
© neſs the two great men that are now 


© diſputing about nothing; for, d—n 


© me, if I believe there is either devil 
© or apparition in the world, and I am 
ſure it is only prieſtcraft and imagi= 
© nation.* This florid and witty ſpeech 
was ſucceeded by an horſe-laugh of 
ſome moments, in the concluſion of 
which a miſchievous animal, commonly 
y*cleped a cat, who ſat upon the dreſſer 
at the back of our orator, having per- 
ceived the airy motion of the ribband 
that hung to the tail of his wig, which 
was vibrated to and fro, according ta 
the different inflexions of his oration, 
ſuddenly jumped from her watchful 
ſtation, and at one ſpring dexterouſly 
deprived his pate of it's artificial cover= 
ing, and at the fame time imprinted 
three or four ſanguine marks in the 

back 
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pack of his neck with her talons 3 he 


clapped his hand behind him at the firſt 


motion ſhe made, and feeling ſome- 
what ſhaggy, whilſt at the ſame time 


the landlady gave a great ſhriek at the 


danger her gueſt was in, with a re- 


markable alteration of countenance, he 
ran out of the kitchen, muttering ſome 
exclamations by the way, which every 
one judged were the reſult of a fright; 
and truly frightened he was, for, whe- 


ther his late diſcourſe, or the preſent. 
character of the houſe, had increaſed 
his natural prepoſſeſſions or no, he 


never ſtopped nor ſtaid till he got to 


the village, whence a meſſenger ſoon 


arrived for Mr. Taliſman to bleed him, 
which terminated the moſt learned diſ- 
pute between him and the parſon 


© Parturiunt montes, naſcetur ridiculas mus! 


We now went to breakfaſt ; which 
finiſhed, and having underſtood by our 
hoſteſs's former diſcourſe, that the two 
rogues had probably been frightened 


from their defign, we mounted, and 


ſet forward on our journey, full of re- 
Actions upon the odd humours, and 
ke, Ha of the common ſort 


of people; the unaccountable and un- 
connected diſcourſe we had heard; and 


| the ſucceſs that we had had, in ter- 


rifying a parcel of credulous fools, and, 
through their means, of ſpreading un- 


heard-of wonders through all parts of 


the country, where the devil preſides 
under ſo many various fantaſtick 
arms. - | 
The remainder of our journey pro- 
enced nothing remarkable; my friend's 
thoughts were generally g e. in 
contemplations of his future happi- 
neſs, in the propoſed poſſeſſion of the 
charming Miſs Bellair; and I here firſt 
þer ua. the prodigious alterations love 
produces in an amorous mind : ſuch a 
perſon ſhall be totally abſent to every 
other concern but that of his affec- 


don; the object of which, perpetually 
ſwimming before his fancy, renders 


every thing elſe diſtaſteful and abſurd; 


ſo forceably does his imagination work, 
that, by a conſtant anticipation of 


what he wiſhes for, he enjoys every 
minute, in idea, the happy occurrences 
of years to come; he converſes with 
the miſtreſs of his fancy; and ſo ſtrong 


& the inchantinent, that he accuſes his 


friend for want of reſpect, if he im. 


pertinently breaks in upon his medita. 


tions: whenever I did ſo upon Mr. 
Diaper's, it was cenſured in ſo peeviſh. 
ly fretful a ſtrain, that I had only one 
remedy to regain his ſmiles; which 
was, by making myſelf a kind of 
companion in his imaginary tranſports, 
and ſuppoſing myſelf preſent at ſome 


future incident, big with bliſs and 


rapture, which never failed anſwering 
my end. a „ | 
As ſoon as I diſcovered the native 
ſeats of peace and innocence, which I 
had been ſo long abſent from, my; 
broke forth in a thouſand tumultuous 
expreſſions of that ſatisfa&ion which ſo 


viſibly agitated my countenance : my 


friend took his ſhare in my pleaſures ; 
one of the greateſt of which was the 
thought of the joy I ſhould give m 

father and mother, by ſeeing us; an { 
to increaſe that joy, we had forborne 
to write an account of the preciſe time 
we intended to ſet out at for York- 
ſhire, ſo that our arrival would be 
quite unexpected; and therefore we 
left our horſes at a farmer's, about a 
mile from, my father's, where I was 
recognized with great joy, and ſet out 
on foot for his houſe. We arrived juſt 


as the family were ſitting down to din- 


ner: Mr. Diaper, who entered firſt, 
and whoſe face my father and mother 
did not eaſily recolle&, immediately 
preſented me to my mother, who, the 
minute I had fixed my eyes upon her, 
only cried out, Dear Joel“ and was 


quite overcome with the ſurprize. I 


took her in my arms, and, begging 
pardon for my raſhneſs, our interchange 
of careſſes was too tender and delicate 
to be defcribed. My father joined us, 
and, bleſling us both, was every mo- 


ment ſtraining us in his embraces; 


the ſervants wept for joy ; the whole 
houſe echoed forth our mutual congra- 


tulations ; the neighbourhood caught 
the enhvening infection; and crouds | 
of viſitants welcomed us into the coun- 


try. Mr. Solfa, particularly diſtin- 
guiſhing himſelf, ſet the bells to ring- 


ing; and my dear parents, willing to 


make 1t a kind of jubilee, opened their 
houle to all the pariſh; and there ap- 
peared no end to the endearments we 
experienced on every ide. 
The next worning after our arrival, 
Mr, Sharpley and Mr. Archer, whe 
| k were 
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dere both acquainted the evening be- 
fore with my return, viſited us; and 
the ſight of them revived all the love 


I ſtill continued to bear to their ſons. 


CHAP. XIX. 


ur GIVES HIS FATHER AN AC- 


COUNT OF HIS MASTER'S GOOD- 
NESS—IS PARDONED HIS LATE 


FOLLIES—RECEIVES A PRESENT 


FROM HIS MOTHER—THE Au- 


THOR'S PERSON DESCRIBED— 


VISITS SIR' WALTER RICH—HIS 
RECEPTION THERE— CEARAC- 
TER OF MISS LOUISA RICH=— 
MR. DIAPER RECEIVES A LET- 
TER, WHICH OCCASIONS HIS DE- 
PARTURE, | | 


f Yes firſt opportunity I could ob- 
1 tain, I begged the favour of my 
father to indulge me with a few words 
in private, which he immediately com- 
plied with; and taking me into his 
ftudy, with the utmoſt tenderneſs, en- 
quired if I had any particular requeſt 
to make him. If I had, my behaviour 
had been ſo agreeable to him, that T 
might be ſure of it's being granted 
the minute I mentioned it. So indul- 

ent a preface almoſt diſconcerted me 
in my intended diſcourſe, and for ſome 
time I remained 'almoſt motionleſs, 
with my eyes fixed on the ground : he 
took me in his arms, and, with a warm 
preſſure, told me he feared I was not 
well, or that ſomewhat opprefſed my 
mind, which he conjured me to let him 
know: * Look upon me, my dear,” 
ſays this beſt of men, in the light of 
© xa boſom friend; and let that take off 
© ſomewhat of that awe that may be 
* inſpired by the preſence of a father,” 
J graſped his hand, and, after ſome 
farther pauſe, made him acquainted 
with the numerous follies I had been 


guilty of; ſincerely relating all my un- 


tortunate miſhaps, and concealing only 
ſuch particulars as would have been 
nl to the purity of his ears; his 
aſtoniſnment was ſo great, that I had 
the opportunity to proceed, without in- 
terruption, to enumerate the generous 
behaviour of my good maſter, and my 
friend, in ſuch terms as the warmth of 
my grateful heart inſpired; the cir- 
cumitance of his having undertaken to 


pay my debts, and every thing that L 
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thought I could not diſpenſe with my - 
ſelf in concealing from him; conclud- 
ing with ſuch obſervations as naturally 


might ariſe from a view of my miſcon- 


duct, When I had finiſhed, I per- 
ceived he was ſtrangely affected; andy 
deſiring me to ſtay tiers till his return, 
he left me in a ſituation between grief at 
having diſcompoſed him, and joy, that 
I had got rid of the load of conceals 
ments which oppreſſed me. I had 


not remained a quarter of an hour, 
when he returned, and, with a ſmile of 
complacency, put me out of my pain, 


by telling me, that, though the hearin 
of my miſconduct had given him grea 
diſorder, yet, as my repentance ſeemed 
ſo ſincere, and my refle&ions ſo juſt, 
and that a mere principle of juſtice ta 
him, and gratitude to my maſter, had 


” 


moved me to this diſcovery, he could 
not excuſe himſelf from forgiving me: 
Come, then, my ſon, come to my 


© arms; and let me not be behind in 


© the race with this excellent friend and 


© maſter! I ſhall return him my ac- 


© knowledgments in a letter to-mor=- 


© row, and will remit him the ſum he 


*© fo generouſly intended to beſtow on 
© you: you make me amends, my dear, 


© for the trouble you have given me, 
© and the expence you have occaſioned 
me, by joining me, in the liſt of your 
© benefaftors, with him; and may the 
* Almighty, whoſe goodneſs is ſo ma- 
6 nifeſt, in your reſtoration to virtue 
© and religion, enable you, by his gra- 
© cious aſſiſtance, to perſevere in a 
© courſe of ſuch actions as are moſt 
© agreeable to his will, and moſt con- 
© ducive to your preſent and eternal 
© happineſs! Let us ſay no more, then, 
© of faults, I am reſolved for ever ta. 
© forget you was guilty of, and rejoin 
© our friends, who expect us;' and ſo 


ſaying, without allowing me farther 


time for acknowledgment, than juſt to 
kiſs his hand, which I wetted with m 

tears, he left me to compoſe myſelf. 
Before I could well get out of the room, 
I heard my mother juſt entering ; upon 
which I reached from a ſhelf, haſtily, 
a volume of Rowe's plays, and dipped 
into that ſcene of 'Tamerlane, where 
Moneſes is ſtrangled, and ſeemed read- 
ing, to hide my diſcompolure, which, 


upon her enquiry, I attributed to my 
b b This ſerved my 


concern for Arpaſia. 
turn, and my mother, who now firtt 
had me in private, quite overcame me 
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with her endearments, which I return 


ed with an ineffable ſatisfaction. No- 
thing could equal her tenderneſs for 
me, which ſhe gave a looſe to, and 
even ſned a flood of tears of gladneſs, 
on the occaſion of ſeeing me again; 


which, I too tenderly loved her, not 


to increaſe with mine: it was then this 
lovely mother put into my hands a 


ver with an hundred guineas, which 


e had reſerved, ſhe ſaid, as a preſent 
for me the firſt time ſhe ſaw me in the 
country; and without giving me time 
to thank her, enquired if I had parted, 
with the ring which was given me by 
Mifs Rich, on occaſion of my ſaving 
Her from the fire. I felt ſome emotion 
at the mention of that lady, and told 
her, bluſhingly, that it was ſtill, and 
had ever been ſince, upon my finger. 
She adviſed me to wait upon Sir Wal- 


ter and his daughter, who had both 


expreſſed a great regard for me ſeveral 
times, ſince my abode in London: 
< Nay,' continued ſhe, © Miſs has been 
© almoſt my conſtant companion, ever 
© ſince her father removed to the new 
© houſe he has built in the neighbour- 
© hood; and I have conceived a very 
great affection for her, ſecond to 
© none but that I bear to thee, my dear.“ 
Our farther diſcourſe was interrupted 
by Mr. Diaper, who came to ſummon 


às to a game at cards; and, taking my 
mother about the neck, told her he 


would forgive her any thing but keep- 


Ing his friend from him; © And ſo, to 
© puniſh you, Mamma, I have reſolved 


to ſit oppolite to you at a game at 


<-whiſt, where I'll uſe you moſt un- 
4 mercifully.” We then all three ad- 


journed into the parlour, where we found 
my father, with our two friends; and it 
being my chance, with Mr. Archer, to 


Kand out, and not being much inclined 
to cards, I reſolved, even then, to wait 
upon Sir Walter. My mother's diſ- 
courſe had raiſed a kind of longing de- 

fire in me to ſee Miſs Louiſa, which I 
did not trouble myſelf to account for; 


but flattered: myſelf, it was only from 
the view my mother had given me of 


her acquirements, and thoſe increaſed. 
N perfections ſhe had attained, ſince I 


had ſeen her. From the ſame motives 


I dreſſed myſelf with more care than 


ordinary; and, imparting my deſign to 
Mr. Archer, he told me he would ac- 


company me, in a viſit to his old friend. 
In our way we diſcourſed over the hiſ- 


tory of myſelf, and his ſon, an 
friend Sharpley, whom 2 — 
preſſed the ſame longing deſire to ſee: 


Mr. Archer wiſhed, in a very kind 


manner, that his ſon might be improy. 
ed as much as I was, when he returned 
home, and paſſed many compliments on 
my perſon and appearance, telling me 
jocoſely that he would ſend circular or- 
ders to all the fathers in the Weſt Kid- 
ing, to keep their daughters up till 


I went again to London, This dif. 


courſe, and our intended viſit to Miſs 
Rich, firſt occaſioned me to beſtow 
one conſideration upon my perſon ; but 


an irreſiſtible inclination to pleaſe, 


where I was going, gave me no little 
ſatisfaction in Mr. Archer's opinion 
of me. My ftature was certainly of 
the moſt commanding ſort, and my 
every motion diſcovered a ſtrength and 
firmneſs in my joints, that indicated 
me no puny deſcendant of my father 
my complexion was fair, accompanied 
with a ruddineſs in my cheeks, that 
was ſet off by dark hair, which flowed 
over my ſhoulders, deſcending in ring- 
lets, from the confinement of a rib- 
band, which tied it behind: a good- 


natured ſoftneſs in my features gave 
me a place in a perſon's favour al- 
moſt the minute I appeared, which 1 


often experienced very much to my ad- 
vantage; add, to all this, an agrecable, 
modiſh dreſs; and I was no inconſi— 


derable figure in a country village, as 


the cuſtom of our trade allowed us alſo 
lace upon our hats and waiſtcoats. 
We got, in a little more than half an 
hour, to Sir Walter's new ſeat, which 
partook of all the concurrent advan- 
tages of air, water, and ſituation. A 
walk of elms led up to the houſe, 
which was built in the modern taſte, 
and ſeemed to beſpeak a very good 


fancy in the architect; every thing had 


an air of rural ſimplicity; and this 


villa was not loaded with ſuch orna- 


ments as. ſerve, indeed, to dignify a 
palace in town, but are highly abſurd 
ina ruſtick manſion, which ſeems pe- 
culiarly intended to ſoothe the toils of 
buſineſs, to inſpire health and vigour, 
and eaſe to the mind, and ſhould prin- 
cipaily be formed to ſet off the beauties 
of nature, without ſurfeiting her too 
much with the affected touches of art. 
In thort, Sir Walter ſeemed to have 
been inſpired with a beam from that 
genius which has ſo beautifully ap- 

peared 
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in the magnificent, yet plain 
and ſimple retreats of a Boyle, or a 
Temple. | | 
We had hardly advanced half way 
up the walk, when we were met by Sir 
Walter himſelf, his nephew, and his, 
amiable daughter. As Sir Walter, 
had heard of my arrival, he was at no 
loſs to gueſs who I was; and there- 
fore, though he vowed he ſhould not 
have known me elſe, he hugged and 
kiſſed me, and proteſted he was as glad, 
to ſee me as if I had been his own fon., 
[ returned my compliments to him in 
the politeſt terms Fo capable of, as, 
alio to thoſe of his nephew, who, L 
could perceive, was much the ſame as, 
I had left him; and, like many nar- 
row-ſouled wretches, feemed to grud 


ge 
me the careſſes I received. Whifſt | 


they were giving a welcome to Mr., 
Archer, I faluted Miſs Loviſa, and 
could ſee her colour come and go at 
this interview; and indeed I found her 
fo, paſt all deſcription, - improved in, 
her perſon, that I loſt at once all my 
aſſurance, which was converted into a 
timid awe, and a reverence that made 
my addreſs little leſs than the ſtile of 
adoration. Never, ture, did raptured 
fancy rove over ſuch a orofallon of 


charms and graces, as at this inſtant . 


accoſted my view! imagination, in her 
moſt wanton career, could not picture 
ſo much real excellence! Miſs Louiſa 
was of the middle ſtature; her boſom 
juſt betrayed her ſex; and her ſhape 
was too exquiſite to be deſcribed in 
other words, than thoſe of Prior— 


«© Fine by degrees, and beautifully leſs,” 


Her lovely neck was ſhaded with dark 
brown hair, which in ſportful ringlets 
ee in the breeze; her face, whoſe 
eatures were quite regular, was over- 
looked by the fineſt pair of eyes, ſure, 
that ever kindled love, of the exact 
colour of her hair; an habit of penſive 
thoughtfulneſs, which was conſtitu— 
tional in her, had ſpread an inimitable 
languor and ſoftneſs through her whole 
form, that melted the very ſoul; but, 
when ſhe ſmiled, ten thouſand reviving 
nameleſs - beauties diſcovered them - 
ſelves, and the milk- white ivory teeth, 
and the laughing, joyous dimple that 
then appeared at the extremity of her 
pretty mouth, had an effect that can 
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only be felt, and is too delicate for de- 
ſcription. Her hand was ſmaller than 
uſual, even in women of her ſize; and 
the little foot, which was all her mo- 


deſty of temper would ſuffer her to 


diſcover, when it peeped out from it's 
confinement, ſeemed even too ſmall to 
ſupport the miſtreſs of it. A majeſtick 
dignity of aſpect flowing from a con- 


ſciouſneſs of innate innocence and vir- 


tue, was the attendant of all her 
actions; but, in which, the leaſt tinc- 


ture of affectation or pride was not per- 


ceivable, and indeed was Ine 
cpntradiftory to her nature. Sue 
was this delightful fair- one; and no 


wonder, then, if all my faculties were. 
abſorbed in admiration! Oh, have we 
heard the chrilling notes breathed in 
the inſpiring airs, the gentle cadences 


of the inimitable Handel! Such was 
her voice, -whoſe melodious accents 
diffuſed around unutterable gladneſs 


nor tuneful Ehilomel's was half ſo 
| ſweet, who, moſt muſical, moſt melan- 


choly,- chaunts her griefs to the re- 
ſponſive groves; or the towering larks, 


who chear the morn, when the dap- 
' pled dawn duth riſe! - 


I was ſoon wakened from the con- 
templation of theſe graces, by the in- 
terruption of Sis Walter and Mr. 
Archer, who approached us, juſt as 
Miſs was returning my compliments, 
with congratulations on my ſafe arri- 
val in the country, in ſuch a manner 


as conveyed an idea of her receiving 


great pleaſure from the viſit. Well, 
my boy, ſays her father, © what doſt 
think of Lucy; don't ſhe appear 
worth ſaving from burning, you 
rogue, you? God zZounds, I wiſh 
thou hadſt an eſtate for her ſake, or 
that that youngjicr,* pointing to his 
ephew, who was at ſome diſtance, 
would acquire thy merit, for whom 
I intend her, if he behaves well; for 
I thimk a fine woman, as well as a 
fine eſtate, ou; ht to be entailed upon 
the family the proceeds from.“ This 
abrupt diſcourſe of the honeſt baronet 


W. . % Et — | 


kindled bluſhes in his daughter's face; 


and, fearing the farther pain the con- 
tinuance might give her, Mr. Archer 
propoſed to go and ſee the houſe, which 
I had never been in. Accordingly, 
giving the lady my hand, which ſhe 
accepted with a look of extreme kind- 
neſs and condeſcenſion, we — 
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her father, and were introduced to the 
manſion, whoſe inſide beſpoke the opu- 
_ lence of the poſſeſſor, in all the varied 
furniture and ornaments that are the 
product of wealth, and a generous uſe 
of it. As it was evening before we ar- 
rived, this firſt viſit was but ſhort, and 
we parted, after invitations to ſee him 
every —1 the knight letting me know, 

he would never forgive me if I did not 


take an hunt with him, and make his 


houſe my home, almoſt, whilſt I conti- 
nued in the country; adding, which was 
indeed a greater inducement to me than 
all the reſt, I warrant you, Miſs 
© Lucy here will find ſome way or 
© other to entertain her preſerver;* to 
which ſhe gave an inclination of aſſent, 
and in the moſt agreeable manner ima - 
ginable enforced her father's invita- 
tion. As we returned homewards, 
Mr. Archer obſerved, that I was 


quite buried in thought, and laughing- 


y aſked me, if I had left my heart be- 
hind me. * Ah!” ſays he, more ſe- 
riouſly, I wiſh, my dear Thompſon, 
© thou had'ſt the poſſeſſion of that 
5 worthy creature, who is doomed to 
the embraces of that clodpate we ſaw 
© Fonder, and 
_ © miſerable by it.“ On our arrival at 
home, we were chid for our elope- 
ment, till we diſcovered where we had 
been, and I obſerved my friend Diaper 
to look more than ordinary melan- 
choly; upon which, being fearful he 
was. not well, I aſked him to take a 
walk that fine moon-ſhine evening, 
which he was pleaſed with the oppor- 
tunity of doing; and, when we were 
alone, pulled out a letter, which he 
|, faid he had received by an expreſs, 
ſince I went out; adding, with a ſigh, 
© 'There you will find the cauſe of my 
_ © uneaſineſs.—T mutt be. gone to-mor- 
row.“ TI haſtily opened it with great 
_ trepidation, and found it as follows 

© DEAR SIR, . 
y I Take this firſt opportunity of pay- 
| ing my reſpects to you, ſince 

the pleaſure your company afforded 
dus; and am the more ready to do it, 
* as I believe your regard to a certain 
« young lady will determine you to let 
us ſee you as ſoon as poſſible again. 
Poor Miſs Sukey has had a violent 
attack of a fever, which has at times 
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rhaps will be made 


even rendered her delirious; and) 
though it has ſpent it's baneful fury, 
and ſhe is ſomewhat recovered, it 
has left a weakneſs behind it, that 
almoſt renders her an object of com. 
paſſion; and (for I will not conceal 
any thing from you) I fear your ab- 
ſence preys upon her ſpirits as much 
as the diſtemper has done upon her 
body: you are too generous to eſteem 
a woman of merit the leſs for mak. 
ing no ſecret of her regard to you, 
as my ſiſter's education and diſpoſi. 
tion entirely "render her incapable 
either of affectation or diſſimula- 
tion. In ſhort, dear Diaper, a word 
to the wiſe is enough; and, if you 
take a tour over here, I am ſure it 
will contribute greatly to remove the 
poor girl's indiſpoſition; and you are 
too much the man of honour to ſtand 
out, when you have ſuch a ſummons 
to ſurrender yourſelf at the head- 

uarters of your heart. I muſt de. 
2 my ſincere refpe&s to my friend 
© Thompſon, but will not be ſo cruel 
© to inſiſt upon his bearing you com- 


* 


© pany, as it will remove him ſo ſoon 


© from his relations, though I long to 
© ſee him; but, if he ſhould oppoſe 
© your leaving him, aſſure him, I'll 
return you again to him in a week 
at fartheſt. Mrs. Bellair ſends her 
© compliments to you both. I am your 
« fincere friend, and humble ſervant, 


© A. BELLAIR. 


P. S. Be it remembered, that this 
© tour excuſes neither of you from 
© your promiſe of ſpending ſome days 
© with us, in your return to London. 
Take no notice, when you ſee my 
« ſiſter, of this. letter, and your coming 
© will be a greater compliment to her. 


T could not oppoſe my friend's de- 
fire to be gone, and he was fo impa- 
tient for the morning, that ſleep never 
entered his eyes the whole night. I 
undertook to apologize for his abſence 


to my father and mother, who were 


not ſtirring when he ſet out; ſo, writ- 
ing by him an handſome letter to Mr, 
Bellair, I rode wita him ſome miles, 
and then left him to purſye his journey, 
and returned home, 
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mt is ENAMOURED WITH MISS 
LOUISA—COMBATS WITH HIS 
PASSION=—RESOLVES TO con- 


QUER IT—MR. DIAPER'S ADVICE 
OVERCOMES HIS RESOLUTION— 


$IR WALTER FETCHES THEM TO 


HIS HOUSE, 


FT Soon ſatisfied my father and mother 
in Mr. Diaper's abſence, and now 
found a great and ſudden alteration in 


myſelf; converſation, even with thoſe 


beloved perſons, became dull and in- 
fipid ; 1 ſought out ſolitudes, and was 
never more uneaſy than when diſturbed 
in them; whole days together, in this 
abſence of my friend, I ſpent in un- 
frequent walks, where I might be at 


liberty to indulge my contemplations ; 


alas! I had received an inmate into my 
boſom, that rendered me perpetually 
reſtleſs and uneaſy ; whenever I wait- 
ed upon Miſs Rich, I came away ſtill 
more full of the inſinuating infection, 
which bore down all the powers of 
reaſon, which in vain I called to my 
aſſiſtance, before it. I was even fear- 
ful of ſeeing her, apprehenſive the tu- 
multuous motions of my ſoul might 
get the better of my diſcretion; no- 
thing pleaſed me but thinking or talk- 
ing of that dear creature, a flood of 
tender ſentiments ſoftened my breaſt, 
and ſometimes even melted me into 
tears; too ſurely I found love had 
fixed his empire in my heart, where he 
triumphed. with more than tyrannick 
ſway; ſuch a progreſs had a few days 
ws by that I hardly could attend a 
moment to any thing but the dictates 
of this new paſſion; but yet it was a 
holy and pure reſpe&, not mingled 
with the diſordered ravings of luſt I 
had ſo often experienced: no, it took 
riſe from a knowledge of the virtue, 
the merit, the amiable goodneſs of the 
object, which even reaſon told me was 
the moſt praiſe-worthy and deſerving 
I had ever ſeen or converſed with. I 
longed, methought, to make ſuch 
charms of beauty, wit, and truth, my 


own; and here I was juſtified, thus 


far I could greatly excuſe myſelf; but 
when I con 3 on the other hand, 


the great diſparity of our conditions 


and ortunes, the ingratitude I ſhould 


ble good, or the German flute. 
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be guilty of to her father, who loved 
me, and had informed me of his de- 
ſignation of her to another, and that 
ſuch a woman would be reward ſuffi- 
cient even for an whole life of pains, 
and care, and induſtry in the profeſſion 
I was deſtined to, I fickened at the 
proſpect of the miſeries I was bringin 


upon myſelf, and upon this object of 


* wiſhes, were ſhe favourable to me; 
which, however, I had no reaſon to be- 
lieve ſhe would, from the knowledge L 
had of her prudence, and the duty and 
conſtant regard ſhe paid to her father; 
though on all occaſions ſhe had treated 
me with a diſtinction ſavouring ſome- 
what of the regard due to a brother, 
which was a title ſhe always gave me, 
as ſhe called my mother her's, and was 
even what Sir Walter himſelf had 
heard her with pleaſure repeat. She 
took notice, and ſeemed pleaſed with 
the value I ſet upon the dear ring ſhe 
had given me ſo many years ago, and 
ſhewed a great fondneſs for my com- 
pany, and a thorough deteſtation of 
the brute, her couſin, which ſhe could 
not forbear even to impart to me when 

we were alone. At her harpſichord, 
ſhe took delight in all the ſofteſt ten- 
dereſt airs, and, as I was mighty fond 
of hearing her, would be ever obliging 
me, often requeſting me to accompany 
her with my voice, which was * 
8 a 

would often, in ſeeming compliment 
to me, praiſe the life of a citizen, enu- 
merate what ſhe had heard of the ſud- 
den fortunes many of them had made, 
and the great families they had allied 
themſelves to. Another diſcouraging 
circumſtance was my condition of a 
ſervant at preſent; and I often curſed 
my fate, that had given me a ſuſcep- 
tible heart, great and capacious, but 
had denied me a ſituation, and the goods 
of fortune, to indulge it's laudable 
defires, My family, indeed, was one 
of the beſt in the country, but Sir 


Walter's eſtate, which was very great, 


and his title, threw a damp upon that 
thought: I could expect at moſt, from 
the parſimony and poſſeſſiona of my 
father, a few thouſand pounds, which 

might enable me to begin the world 
with advantage; on the contrary, her 
fortune, independent of ker father, 
was 12,0001, which had been left her 


by 


by an uncle, and, as her father ſhewed 
no inelination to marriage, it was very 
probable his whole eſtate would de- 
ſcend to her and her iſſue. In fine, 
every thing ſerved to diſcourage an 

attempts I might make that way, les, 


after repeated and moſt cruel ſtruggles, 
TI came to a firm reſolution to ſtifle my 


flame, and to endeavour to cure it 
Sy abſence: but no one, who has not 
been in the ſame dreadful circum- 
ſtances, can imagine the horrid con- 
flict J had to go through, and the 


practice of this reſolution coſt me more 


pain than if my bowels had been torn 
out by the hands of an executioner. 
I then recurred to books, and the con- 
verſation of my friends; but that 
would not do. I took the tour of the 
neighbouring villages, and viſited the 
whole pariſh, who adored me for my 
father's fake; but here every ſtep I 


went, every houſe Ientered, preſented 
ſomewhat that brought 3 
1 


Louiſa to mind; every family was fu 

of her praiſes, and inſtances of her 
kindneſs and benevolence; the poor 
were cloathed by her, the hungry fed, 
and ſure ſo many marks of the good- 
neſs, piety, and charity of a young 
lady, never abounded any where before: 


this 1 found had been her and my mo- 


ther's conſtant employment of every 
vacant hour, and ble ings and prayers 
for her welfare were heard on every 
fide. I now became a votary to the 
chace, and other country ſports ; but 
here I was ſo often thrown into the 
way of Sir Walter and his kinſman, 


that I could bear it no longer; the one 
always forcing me home with him, 
where I was ſure to fee the cauſe of my 
diſtreſs; and the other being quite ob- 


noxious to my ſight, from the idea I 
had of his enſuing 1 * and, on 
his part, regarding the favours 1 re- 
ceived as ſo many inſults upon himſelf, 
and as low minds are eaſily inſpired 
with ſuſpicions, he thought he ſaw 


ſomewhat more than ordinary between 


Miſs Louiſa and myſelf, which in an 
invidious way he inſinuated frequently 


to his uncle, who only laughed at him, 


and called him fool for his pains: 
£ You blockhead, would he often 
ſay, you have no worth yourſelf, and 
are jealous of every body that has; 
* zZounds, it's time enough to confine 
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© her to your company and humours 
© when ſhe is married to thee!” In 
this impartial manner could Sir Walter 


| judge, and yet was determined to 4. 


crifice his daughter to a wretch he de. 
ſpiſed. Upon my friend's return, who 
had quite, by his preſence, chaced away 
Miſs Bellair's diſorder, and was more 
and more enamoured with that loyely 
woman, I propoſed to my father, that 


we ſhould accept of an invitation made 
us by Mr, Archer and Mr. Sharpley, 


to ſpend a week or two at their houſes; 
which he readily complied with, and 
accompanied us himſelf there for a few 
days: here, I thought I bid fair for 
eaſe, in their converſation, and the 
amuſements they had provided us; 
but, alas! it was flying from myſelf; 
and I grew fo viſibly altered, that a 
man of Jeſs diſcernment than Mr. 
* would have ſuſpected the cauſe. 
He had often ſeen Miſs Rich, and was 
full of her praiſes; and, by obſerving 
my behaviour in her company, had 
formed a near gueſs at my diſorder; 
ſo that he ſeemed not at all ſurprized 
when I opened my ſituation to him; 
but gueſs my amaze, when, inſtead of 
aſſiſting me to conquer my paſſion, he 
ſpoke to the following effect; Dear 
friend, I am ſorry you make your- 
« ſelf ſo uneaſy; conſider, Sir Walter 
is doing a work that God and nature 
muſt equally diſapprove, and a work 
that 1s as abſurd to attempt, as to 
reconcile antipathies: no, no, I 
would aſſiſt you in any thing to re- 
relieve that worthy young lady from 
the impending ruin that awaits her, 
in the pes match with that wretch 
her father ſeems determined to give 
her to; and as to you, my dear 
Joey, in my eye, you are an equal 
match for her, or any other woman, 
I'll propoſe to my father, as ſoon as 
we return, to take you into partner- 
ſhip; and in a few years Sir Walter 
will not bluſh at an alliance with 
you; I'm ſure, if he does, ſhe has a 
fortune independent of him; and I 
don't think we are bound to obey 
our parents, in what would not only 
end in our unhappineis, but be one 
of the greateſt crimes we could com- 
mit, an offence againſt Heaven it. 
ſelf; endeayour then, by all lawful 
means, to gain her affection; w 
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dear youth, brought tears 
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as to the time you have to ſerve, I 
know my father's regard to you ſo 
« well, that it need give you no man- 
ner of unealineſs.” How. eaſily are 
we reaſoned into our wiſhes, and 
brought to follow our inclinations! 
but the kindneſs, the friendſhip, of this 

late my 
eyes, and I remained in his arms ſome 
minutes without ſpeaking, his gene- 


 rolity had ſo affected me: when I re- 


covered, my acknowledgments were 
extreme; and I could have no objection 
to what he ſaid, ſo exactly his advice 
tallied with my deſires. I returned to 
my uſual tranquillity, and was now 
as eager to return home, as I had been 
before to come away from thence. 
I was in this ſtate, of mind, when 
one morning Sir Walter came h | 
ing at Mr. Archer's door; and, diſ- 
mounting, came v; to our bed-cham- 
ber, where we had juſt begun to dreſs 
ourſelves. * Lads, lads! we can do 
no longer without you at home; my 
* daughter. obliges me to give a ball 
to- night, to the W good 
people, in order to have both your 
companies; ſo make no words, but 
mount, and away with me directly; 
mayhap we may ſtart game as we re- 
turn, which we'll carry home as part 


- 
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we were ready to go, when, taking 
leave of our good Nieudh, who pro- 
miſed to be with us in a day or two, 
we rode after Sir Walter, who was 
heartily vexed we could meet with no- 


thing in our way to his houſe worth 
killing; where we arrived about noon, 


after a very pleaſant ride, in which we 
entertained' him with various relations 
of town · adventures, at which he lifted 
up his eyes, and was ſure, he ſaid, 
London was the devil. 5 


* 


"CHAP, XXL." 


THEY ARE RECEIVED WITH GREAT, 
PLEASURE BY MISS LOUISA— 
HE DANCES WITH HER AT THE 


BALL — AN ACCIDENT DISCO- 
VERS HIS AFFECTION TO HER— 


THE RECEPTION IT MEETS WITH | 


— HE IS ASSAULTED, AND 
WOUNDED, BY SOME PERSONS 
VNKNOWN ww CARRIED TO SIR 


alloo- 


of our dinner,” We made no reply; 
and he went on, in his merry way, till. 
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WALTER'S—DISTRESS OF Miss 
LOUISA, ON THE OCCASION=— 
SHE DECLARES HER LOVE FOR 
HIM, 


F 


QTR Walter would not 2 us 
to go home to ſhift our linen, but 


lent us a ſervant to ſend for freſh 


cloaths from my father's; and, at the 
Tame time, to invite him and my mo- 
ther to his daughter's evening-enter- 


tainment. When we were drefſed, he 


introduced us to that young lady, who 


was habited in a white damaſk ſacque, 


which flowed looſely about her, with 
an air of beautiful negligence; and ſhe 


was ſo brightly beſpangled with jew- 


els; in her ſtomacher and other parts of 
her apparel, that I never beheld a more 
ſumptuous fight; but her ornaments 
borrowed luſtre from her, inſtead of 


increaſing her charms, and ſerved only 


as ſo many foils to ſet off her bloom- 
ing graces. After the uſual compli- 
ments, ſhe joined with her father in 
raillying me, for abſenting myſelf from 
their houſe; which drew a ſigh from 


me, which it was not in my power to 


ſuppreſs, and which I found ſhe per- 
ceived, and innocently aſked me if I 
had not been wellz which I anſwered, 
in aſſuring her, that nothing but a cer- 
tain melancholy diſorder, that for ſome 
time had oppreſſed me, would have de- 
tained 'me 78 the only converſation 
that I delighted in. She ſeemed to be 
concerned at what I ſaid; and was go- 
ing to reply, when dinner was ſerved 
up, and we ſat down to table. 
Amongſt other diſhes, was a chicken- 
pye, Which, ſays the lovely crea- 
ture, I have heard you ſay, Mr. 
* Thompſon, was your favourite, and 
© I made it on purpoſe for you; and 
© therefore you muſt oblige me, by 
* eating very heartily.” Such an in- 


ſtance of regard tranſported me; and. 


I replied, with a tone and manner that 


Jet her 2 conceive how much I 
thought myſelf obliged ; our conver- 


ſation grew quite britk; and my angel- 
miſtreſs ſaid and did ſo'many agreeable 
things, that my friend, as well as my- 


ſelf, was full of admiration: the old 


Agron was ready to jump out of 
is ſkin for joy, and proteſted that T 


had inſpired” her by my company. 
« Why, my boy, ſhe had drooped ever 
t ſince you have been gone, ſays he; 


+ but 
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© but if ever Fug her ſuch a trick 
F again, whilſt you ſtay in the country, 
© I'll never forgive you. — Nor I 
© neither, I aſſure you, papa,“ ſays 


Miſs, with an inimitable pleaſantneſs 


b ber ſmile. “ Aye, aye,” replies 


Sir Walter, I and Warte here, 
meaning his nephew, are n 


© the world with her; ſhe loves your 
© company, becauſe you read and un- 
* derſtand books, and ſuch kind of 
© things, which we don't know the 


* uſe of, farther, than the Bible, and 


© Shaw's Juſtice, and Jacob's Law 
Dictionary, mayhap.“ Night ap- 
1 85 and company poured in very 

aſt, which forced us to adjourn into the 
ball- room, which was decked in a very 
ſplendid and genteel manner; and dur- 


ing the whole time it laſted, I had the 


happineſs to be partner to my charmin 
creature, every touch of whoſe Ws, 
fired anew my ſoul, Her couſin was. 
buſy, meanwhile, in drinking and ca- 
kar . with his companions, in the. 
hall, this manner of ſpending time 


| Hot being ſvitable to his taſte, or edu- 


cation. Sir Walter danced; with my 


mother; and Mr. Diaper, procured. an 


agreeable partner, in a_young lady of 
the neighbourhood; and the whole 
nt cold repaſt, 
e judgment of 
the miſtreſs of the treat. Sir Walter, 
would not permit us to leave him that 


night; and, after his daughter retired, 


to reſt, reſolved that we ſhould both 


accompany him in a debauch; where 
we drank ſo freely, though contrary to, 
our uſual cuſtom, that it was. with dif- 
ficulty we ſteered our way to bed; Sir 
Walter declaring, with an oath, that, 
we were heartier cocks than he thought. 


us to be, and not ſuch wiſhy-waſhy fel- 


lows as he frequently met with from 
London. - -- | 


The next day Sir Walter propoſed 


to take an airing, on horſeback, mon 
his 


the neighbourin . downs; and is 
daughter very — * conſented to bear 
us company. No woman ever ſat a 


| fide-ſaddle with better grace! She 
looked like Diana herſelf, In a riding - 
habit, which was the richeſt that the 


indulgent fondneſs of her father could 
procure for her! The pad ſhe rode, 


which was a beautiful, long-tailed 


cheſnut, ſeemed proud of his burden, 
and champed the bit, and pawed the 
exrth, with a ſeeming conſciouſneſs of 


thing in 


the honour he received in ſuch a rider, 
We had juſt gained the-downs, when 


the beaſt, who was naturally ſtartiſn, 


ſuddenly deſcrying ſome object that 
. him, curvetted to one ſide, 
and immediately after ſet up ſuch a 
race, that it was not in the power of 
the bridle to controul him, Sir Wal. 
ter and my friend were a conſiderable 
way behind us when this happened, 
and I was riding by her fide; the gave 
a thriek, and the vicious creature tore 
up the very ground, before him; di- 
ſtracted with the danger the life of my 
fen was in, all wild and apprehenſive 
for her ſafety, L clapped ſpurs to my 
horſe, endeavouring to overtake and 
fop her's ; which, before I could ef- 
fect, he ſtumbled in an hole, in his 
full career, and came- down, caſting 
the frighted fair-one at, ſome diſtance 
from him, where ſhe lay in a ſwoon, 


when I, came up, and diſmounted, I 


immediately took her up in my arms, 
and, in, the firſt agonies of my grief, 
could not help See aloud, my tears 
deſcended plentifully upon her lovely 
face, Wied lay reclined, all pale and 
wan, upon my boſom, Heavens! 
© what an unfortunate wretch am I! 


Oh, ye powers! reſtore me the . 


„ maid, or let my breath expire wit 

© her's! But, alas! ſhe, hears me not, 
© andalready ſhe's no more! Whether 
the tears I ſhed, or theſe disjointed ex- 


clamations, brought her to herſelf, I 


cannot ſay; but a ſigh, which heaved 
her panting breaſt, gave me the inex- 
preſſible ſatisfation of thinking her 
alive, © Gracious God!“ I continued, 
give me back the charmiyg maid, ' 
8 the pattern of your own excellence! 
and, caſting my eyes down, perceived 
her's were opęned; when, in the tu- 
mult of my jay, L imprinted. an eager 
kiſs upon her forehead ; but, recol- 
lecting myſelf, I bluſhed, and was 
ready to fink into the earth for my 
preſumption: ſhe drew herſelf out of 
my arms, and gently ſaid, © Mr. 
8 21 I am troubleſome; I can 
gf ng ppl for Madam, 1 falter- 
ingly. ſaid, let me ſupport you, you 
on certainly hurt DESTBY than time 
our, two friends came up, aud had 
caught the horſe, who, after his fault, 
was galloping home, and firſt gave ti- 
dings of the mis fortune. I wiped my 
face, and ſtrove to conceal my tears. 
Sir Walter was mad with joy, that his 

: daughter 
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daughter had received no hurt; and my 
friend took his ſhare of the general ſa- 
tisfaction. As to me, I was quite 
abaſhed at the thought of having in- 
curred her anger, by my raſhneſs, and 
the diſcovery I had 8 of my ſenti- 
ments; and, removing her ſide-ſaddle 
tu my horſe, without daring to look at 
be:, aſſi ſted her to remount. Sir Wal- 
ter embraced me over and over, and 
was ſo full of the ſervice I had done 
her, that nothing elſe employed him 
but thanks and praiſes all the way 
home: ſhe ſaid very little, and ſeemed 
quite reſerved, which was attributed 
to the accident that had juſt befallen 
her; but I interpreted it as reſentment 
againſt me, and the thought racked 
me with the greateſt torture. As ſoon 
as we arrived, ſhe begged leave to re- 
tire, and went to bed, and her woman 


brought word down that ſhe was very 


ill; upon which, proper aſſiſtance was 
called, and we were all in the utmoſt 
pain and anxiety for her. I reſolved 
not to ſtir till ſhe was better; and Sir 
Walter took our concern very kindly ; 
but, good God! the pangs that I felt 
were indeſcribable, and my friend 
could ſcarce keep me from doing ſome 
deſperate deed upon myſelf, till. word 
was brought us down that ſhe was 
fallen into a doze, after taking ſome- 
what to compoſe her. The next 
morning, to my extreme ſatisfaction, 
ſhe was perfectly recovered, and ap- 

ared at breakfaſt, if poſſible, more 
inchanting than ever; but I was the 
only ſufferer, to whom ſhe behaved 
with ſuch a diſtance, though with the 
utmoſt gentility, that I curſed a thou- 
ſand times the imprudence that had 
robbed me at once of the ſweet fami- 
liarity J had before enjoyed: however, 
the returned me her thanks with: fo 
much feeling ſincerity, that I had rea- 
ſon to rejoice in the ſervice I was ſo 
happy to render her on this occaſion; 
but [ could not overcome my timid 
confuſion, which ſcarce allowed me 
to our three words the whole time 
of 


reakfaſt; and I took leave in a ſi- 


tuation of mind, that made me an ob- 
E of compaſſion; and, arriving at 


arrived from Miis Louiſa, to defre 
my company; glad tidings, indeed. 
which in a minute diſpelled my gloom, 
and I ſet out, immediately, for her 


wiſhed- for preſence. In entering the 


open walk to Sir Walter's houſe, was 
a kind of wilderneſs, which partly na- 


ture, and partly art, had made quite 
rivate, and concealed from view. 


hrough this maze I directed my ſteps, 
as it was the neareſt way; and had 
got half through, when I received a 
udden ſhot 722 a piſtol, which 
grazed the ſide of my head, and almoſt 
unned me; and, before I could turn 
about to diſcover the hand it came 


from, I was ſaluted with a blow over 
my arm, and a ſecond over my head, 


which felled me, ſenſeleſs, to the 
er I had no time for reflection 


efore my fall; and whether the ill- 


uſage from theſe aſſaſſins was repeat - 
ed, or what followed, I cannot tell; 


for the firſt diſcovery I made, when 1 


recovered my ſenſes, was my father 
and my friend, weeping by my bed< 
fide, which ſeemed to be in a very 


my —_ which I did not at all 
© 


recolle&t. I found myſelf weak and 
feeble, and could ſcarce ſpeak, but en- 
quired, with a faint voice, where I 
was, and what brought me there. 


They were overjoyed to perceive I had 


ſo well recovered my underſtanding, but 
tenderly begged me to compoſe myſelf, 
and, in due time, I ſhould be informed: 
of every thing. They ſaid no more; 


and I could ſee, by the ſorrow diſplayed. 


in their countenances, that I had been. 
very dangerouſly ill. For ſome hours: 
I kept myſelf ſtill, according to their. 
deſire; but, though my weakneſs ſtill. 


was extreme, I heard every thing that. 


was ſaid, and faw my mother very 


aſſiduous about me; and, to my great. 


ſurprize, Sir Walter, Mr, Archer, and 


Mr. Sharpley, frequently in the room, 
enquiring how I did. Being left in the. 
latter part of the day, with only Mr. 
Diaper by me, I beckoned him to my 
| bed-fide, and begged to know what had 
bo ſtill refuſed me, and. 
earneſtly deſired me not to enquire any. 
1 was more capable, to attend, 


happened; but 


thing ti 
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me, as ſoon as decency would per- the recital, I was forced to comply, 
mit me, I retired, to vent my ſorrows and was three days longer in this un- 
in private. For ſome days a ſtate of certainty, in which time my youth got, 
ſtupid melancholy poſſeſſt me, Which the better of my illneſs, and I reco- 
made my mother very uneaſy, and vered ſo faſt, that I was able to crawl 
was aſcribed to illneſs, when a meſſage about the — by means of hold- 
2 ing 
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ing by the chairs and tables, and in 
two days more, without any aſſiſtance, 
though my arm pained me violently 
ſtill. It was now that my friend, who 
was ever with me, ventured to talk to 


me; and, in anſwer to my queries, 


ſpoke thus“ Bleſſed be God, my dear 
Joey, that you are ſo well again; 


by = have gone through an intolera- 
c 


le fever, attended with 'a conſtant 


© delirium of near ten days, in which 


© every body deſpaired of your life; 
and you may = e the grief and 

forrow it 0 to us all, eſpe- 
cially as the authors of your horrid 
ill- treatment were not known, nor 


the moſt diligent ſearch; for you 
was diſcovered hos . in your 
gore in Sir Walter's Wilderneſs, in 
all appearance dead, by ſome of his 
ſervants, who conveyed you to his 
houſe, where you have been ever 
ſince, and are at preſent in his own 


tell you, fince your recovery has had 


has been almoſt as bad as yourſelf. 
When you was firſt brought to her 


brought to herſelf; but when the 
ſurgeons had pronounced your caſe 
to be very bad, and doubtful at beſt, 


ſhe wept, and, in a frantick manner, 
tore her lovely hair, and expreſſed 


every body, which was ſucceeded by 
a fever which had well nigh put a 
period to her life. Sir Walter, at 
preſent, thinks this the effe& only 
of her friendſhip; but your mother 
and her woman are witneſſes to the 
contrary : in her light-headed con- 
dition the was mncefricty calling on 


not live without you, and expreſſed 


that any one might gueſs the cauſe, 
In proportion as you have recovered, 
ſhe' has gained ſtrength, and is now 
better than yourſelf; but, though ſhe 


could be gueſſed at, or found, upon 


country, and was univerſa 
bed- chamber; and I may venture to 
a like effect on her, that Miſs Louiſa 


father's in that condition, ſhe ſwoon- 
ed away, and was with difficulty 


her concern could be no longer hid; 


ſuch a regard for you, as ſurprized 


her dear Thompſon, ſaid ſhe could 


ſuch a peculiar tenderneſs for you, 


is ever enquiring after you, ſhe has 
_ © intreated your mother, and charged 
her woman, not to mention the un- 
© guarded things ſhe has ſaid, I congra- 
$ tulate you and myſelf on this diſco- 


* vety, which J hope will haſten your 
© cure. No one can tell, my dear joey, the 
© prief and trouble J 

* father and mother in, and how greats. 
© ly affected I have been with the dan- 
e ger of ſo ineſtimable a friend; and 
© Sir Walter has ſhewn as much re. 
* gitd for you as if you had been his 
© own ſon, notwithſtanding his diſtrac- 
< tion for the illneſs of his daughter, 
© Pray, now, tell me, my friend, how 


- = came by ſuch wounds in your 
6 


ead, and that fracture of your arm, 
© which has puzzled the ſkill of the 
© beſt of furgeons about us? —I gave 
Mr. Diaper an account of the affair, 


which amazed him; but, after all our 


gueſſes, though there ſeemed to be ſo 
viſible an intent to deſtroy me, we 
could not conjecture who could make 
ſuch an attempt, as I had never dif. 
obliged any one in that 1 of the 

ä ly beloved. 
Though my grief roſe to a great pitch 
at the thoughts of my Loviſy's ineſs, 
yet whit I had heard ſo tranſported me, 


that I forgot even that, and wy own, 


and indulged an hundred extaſies and 


_ tranſports! The glad knowledge of 


her tender ſentiments towards me made 


me almoſt bleſs the cruel hand that in- 


volved me in ſo much danger, and 
made the diſcovery. I exulted in my 
happineſs, as much as if I had her al- 
ready mine; and the joy it occaſioned 
ſoon brought me to my priſtine health 
and vigour. That dear creature like- 


wiſe became ſo well as to be able to 
leave her chamber: our enquiries after 


one another had been repeated "__y 
minute; and now, that I was recovere 

ſo much, I burnt for an opportunit 

to ſee her, in which I 211 to profit 
by my friend's advice, and not betray 
the knowledge I had acquired. Sir 
Walter reſolved to keep me there a 
week after the cure; upon which my 
father, mother, and Mr. Diaper, Mr. 
Archer, and Mr. Sharpley, returned 
to our houſe, after the higheſt acknow- 
ledgments to Sir Walter for his good- 
nol to me, the two laſt-mentioned 
gentlemen having been his gueſts on 
the ſame occaſion, their regard for me 
having made them too anxious to re- 


turn home, from whence the news of 


my misfortune had brought them, till 
I was perfectly out of danger. 


CHAP. 


ave put your 


a 
| 


_ Wy AS Coed A no. „ A 1 


Jox THOMPSON. 75 


MISS LOUISA CONFESSES HER R E- 


GARD FOR HIM—HER AMIABLE 
SINCERITY AND PRUDENCE—HE 


15 OVERCOME BY HER GOODNESS. 


oTHEY VOW ETERNAL CON- 


 $STANCY—NATURAL RHAP350DY 


ON LOVE—THEIR CONJECTURES 
OF THE LATE ASSAULT. 


Was overcome with ſadneſs the firſt 


time I ſaw the charmer of my ſoul 


after her indiſpoſition, the roſes being 
quite vaniſhed from her cheeks; and 
ſhe was grown ſo thin and pale, ſhe 
was ſcarcely to be known. I accoſted 
her with a trembling accent, and ex- 
preſſed my ſorrow at her late illneſs ; 
which ſhe received in ſo affecting a 
manner, and was ſo overjoyed to ſee 
me recovered, that the * again re- 
viſited her face, and a kindling bluſh 
of conſcious pleaſure overſpread her 
countenance. Sir Walter gave us both 


joy on the occaſion, and, in his way, 


ſald a thouſand things that ſavoured 


of his great affeCtion for his an e. 5 
1 


and his regard to me; and, after ſitting 
ſome time, left us alone. Now, I was 
at the greateſt loſs imaginable how to 
behave, and hardly dared lift up my 
eyes to her: a thrilling tranſport, 
mingled with awe, invaded my whole 
frame, and, for ſome moments, I re- 
mained ſpeechleſs and immoveable; at 
length, aſſuming courage, I threw my- 
ſelf at her feet, and broke filence in 
this manner—* Ah, lovelieſt of wo- 
© men! juſtly have I been puniſhed for 
my preſumption and temerity, in 
daring to expreſs the fond concern 
© of my heart at your late danger; 
but, as your diſpoſition is mercy it- 
© ſelf, pardon me, my deareſt Madam, 


the crime I was guilty of; it was 


© what nothing ſhould ever have pre- 
© vailed on me to commit, and flowed 


* involuntarily from me, when I feared 


© I was going to loſe you! Pity me, 
and forgive me, and don't baniſh me 
from your reviving preſence for 
ever! Her aſtoniſhment at this ſud- 
den action was ſo great, that ſhe could 
not interrupt me, and I went on—* I 
* muſt confeſs I love you, but is it my 
fault? No! all that ſee your per- 
* fetions do the ſame. Oh! then ac- 
 expt the humble adoration I ſhall 


* ever pay, you, which ſhall never 
* diſturb your happy moments; and, 


* though I cannot conquer my raſh and 


fatal paſſion, I will keep it within 
« ſuch ſtri& limits, that it ſhall never 
© In the leaſt offend you. Alas, Ma- 


© dam! is it poſſible for me longer to 


« conceal the effects of your wonderous 
charms, or to reſiſt the empire you 


tions] an empire more acquired by 
your virtue, your good-ſenſe, and 
your amiableneſs of ſoul, than by 
the exterior graces of your perſon, 
Let the miſerable ſituation I am in- 
volyed in excite your commiſeration l 


6 

c ; 

oo 

6 

c 

c 

c 

* 

c 

c 

« generous motions of love, and yet 
© infinitely enamoured of an object, 
© that, though reaſon convinces me I 
© ſhould be ? 

© deayour to communicate the higheſt 
«© ſatisfaction to; yet ſhe even denies 
me hope of the poſſeſſion of it in the 
* moſt diſtant degree. No, I own my 
* 
* 
c 
* 


ambitious preſumption does not aim 


ever, to ſmile in myſelf, and ſay that 
you do not utterly deſpiſe me!“ Here 


the goddeſs of my ſupplications, raiſing 


me. with her hand, which I imprinted 
an hundred burning kiſſes upon, be- 
fore it could be withdrawn ; and, ftriv- 
ing to conceal a confuſion that ren- 
dered her ſtill more lovely, broke ſi- 


lence in this manner“ Were I, Mr. 


« Thompſon, to conſult the prudential 
or the political maxims of my (ex, I 


A 


without vouchſafing you any other 
anſwer than the haughty diſdain you 
ought 'to think you have deſerved; 
but let me be a woman, and yet 
roof againſt her natural inſincerity: 
it is too late to deny to you, ſince 


A” a aA a a a @e 


jog 


too plain to your friends; I ſay, Sir—" 
And here the lovely face was painted 
with ſuch a crimſon dye as juſt illu- 
mines the horizon when the ſun firſt 
ſtreaks the ſkies with his aſcending 
rays !—* It would be an inſincerity, 
« which my mind would condemn me 
«© for greatly, were I to deny that I 
© have a proper regard for your merit, 


© that I efteem your perſon, and think 

« myſelt 2 obliged to you for 

© ſome inſta 

© me, which in an heart like mine, 
wu © which 


have over all my thoughts and ac- 


Behold me, conſcious of having an 
heart capable of all the ſublime and 


or ever happy in, and en- 


ſo high: ſuffer me, in anguiſh, how- 


ſhould retire from your declarations, 


the cauſe of my late illneſs has been 


ces of your friendſhip to 
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* which rannot be obliged, and at the 
* fame time affect an inſenſibility of 
© the obligation, may have been very 
© forcible recommendations to nie in 
* your favour. All the native pride 
© of our fex, Sir, as I know yau to be 


a man of honour, fhould not with- 


hold me from indulging this eſteem 
© of you to a greater degreez* here a 
figh, unnoted by her dear ſelf, heaved 
her generous breaſt but I have ever 


* retolved not to diſobey my father, 


© who, I hope, will have fo much af- 
fection for me as not to force me to a 
© match he has often ta!ked of, which 


© will undoubtedly make me the moſt 
© miſerable of beings. As to my part, 


. let me own, that, be our fortunes 
ever fo different, a gentleman of Mr. 
< Thompſon's rectitude of mind, and 

purity of ſentiment, would deter- 
© mine me to follow my inclinations : 
© but, Sir, let us ſay no more of what 
© feems to affect us hoth ſo much. 
*" Say no more, Madam!“ I cried, in 
an extaſy of tranſport; * after this melt- 


ing difcovery, fay no more! as well 
* you might reſtrain the thankſgivings 


© that pour forth from the grateful 
mariner, who has pe el land- 
ed, after ſhipwreek, oh ſome hoſpi- 
© table ſhore; as well the raptures har 
© proceed from the dying penitent, 
© when the gleaming hopes of mercy 
© have been viſiting his departing ſoul ; 
* ſtem the torrent of my acKnow- 


_ © Jedgments, which muſt, which will, 


have utterance! O adorable Louiia ! 
you have, indeed; raiſed me from 
0 Jeatn, to a new, an added ſenſe of 
the importance of my being, hince 
you intereſt yourſelf in my fate. For- 
give me, my angelick comforter, if, 
in the wildneſs of my tranſports, I 
© am not able to expreſs myſelt in 
© ſober, temperate language! O ye 


© foft zephyrs! whil) der the kind, the 


© fender accents, of my Louiſa, in 


every fanning breeze that murmurs 
« through the grove! Tell it, ye imi- 
* tative echoes! catch the heavenly 


v formds, and ' propagate the ſtrains 
e F've heard around | O happy, happy 
© youth! What envied blits ſuper 

* foys are mine! Let the pains, the 


©« they lift, the idea that the ever - ſenſi- 
© ble, the blooming fair, pants for my 
y welfare, wiſhes every bleſſing that I 
* #fpire to ſhare, will bear me ſafely 


ſuperior 


* through the gathering ſtorms 
Here the workings of my imagination 
had ſo ſtrongly affected me, that my 
weakened faculties were no longer able 
to ſupport them, and I funk down, 


without life, at her feet; at which ſhe 


gave a ſhriek, and the ſervants ran in 
to her aſſiſtance, and carried me to bed; 
where, when I came to myſelf, I turned 
my eyes about, and ſaw her fitting by 


me, with earneſt cares employed for 


my recovery. I begged her pardon 
for the diſturbance I had given her, as 
well as my weaknefs would permit; 
and ſhe. ſweetly and tenderly deſired 
me to comꝑpſe myſelf, for fear I ſhould 
endanger another attack of my fever 
by. the tumults of my mind. How 
judiciouſly did ſhe inculcate to me the 
government of our paſſions, and urged 
the future enjoyment of each dther's 
company in fafety, as a reaſon for my 
moderation, for fear of cauſing any 
ſuſpicions of my ſentiments in her fa. 


ther and her couſin, who of late had 


more than ordinarily pried after ever 
thing that occurred between us, Ka, 
began to be a'conftant, troubleſome 
gueſt, whenever we were engaged. 
* Let me, for I can hide it no e 
* from you, Mr. Thompfon,” ſays the 
deareſt and beſt of creatures, confeſs 
that I have a tender regard for you; 
that I ſhould think myſelf unhapp 

© with any body elſe; and, though 
have all the reſpect and duty poſſible 
for my father, yet, I freely own, I 


© ſhould be diſobedient, if 1 were or- 


© dered to make choice of the wretch 
© he, I find, propoſes to give me to: 
« for; if he had all the other qualifi- 
© cations I could wiſh in a man 1 
* would chuſe for a companion in life, 
« yet his natural brutality of temper, 
and the baſeneſs of his principles, 
© would render him deteſtable.— No, 
Sir, nothing but a fmilitude of ſenti- 
ments, an union of ſouls, a thorough 
and mutual liking of each other, can 
© make the marriage-ſtate eligible; 
but let me, Mr. Thompſon, have no 
reaſon to accuſe myſelt of indiſcre- 
© tion and weakneſs in making a con- 
c feſſion ſo oppoſite to the general 
© maxims of my ſex, whoſe hypocrif 
© and pride, on ſuch: occaſions, teac 
them to hide the motions of their 
© hearts, and to take pleaſure in the 
© little ſervile complailance they ex» 
© att of their lovers, I am above 
| 6 thols 
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© thoſe. mean arts, and you will be was inſpir'd!* The little baſe: de- 


© generous. enough, I don't doubt, to fires, indulged before, now ſickened in 
c make a proper eſtiwation of what L my thoughts; how. mean! how low 1. 
have been tempted ta ſay in your ie how. trivial * 1 
half. We are yet young enough, „ n e : I) 
TCC 
« you as agreeable in the eyes ofßm xy 1 
© father, for a ſon, as you are nos e 
« for a friend; for, be aſſured, I will The preſent eaſe of my mind had 
© neyer marry without his conſent, any. uch an effect on my body, that IT wa 
« more than L will wake myſelf miſe- ſoon. reſtored. to my priſtine health, 
© rable to. pleaſe his humour.“ Here. * had at the ſame time the pleaſure 
ſhe ceaſed; ar railing myſelf in the to ſee my Louiſa's countenance array 
bed, I aſſured her my ſentiments were, ed in her uſual ſmiles; the beauteous 
and ever fhould be, conformable to. vermeil, which had been fo long ba- 
her's ; But excuſe me, deareſt Ma- niſhed, reſumed it's ſeat in her cheeks, 
« dam, if I here proteſt, before Al- and gave an added luſtre to her graces. 
© mighty God, that. I will never in- Till this time ſhe had forgot to enquire! 

into the manner I recerved my lats» 
fection to you; and that, let what hurts, and the conſequences were to 
© good or ill fortune ſoeyer betide me, me ſo ſalutary, that I even counted the- 
« you, and only yu, ſhall be the miſ- aſſault made upon me a bleſſing rather 
©treſs of my heart. And, ſays my than a; misfortune; but when 1 hap- 
angel, with equal vivacity,.*.m thepre-' pened; to ſay, that I vas come to pay 
| | alex; ty purſuant to. a meſſage I had- 
© that, if I am not to be Aeg Leer. received from her, ſhe: was: aſtoniſhed, 
h | and proteſted ſhe had never ſent to me, 
me to the E could not for- nay, had, even at that period, reſolved, 

er hand, with inexpreſſi - if, poſſible, to wean herſelf from 


4 
* 


* 


ſolid bliſs, thou canſt impart! Hail, 
5 Feunlen all pure and lovely! 
thou art wiſely given by Providence 
© adored, to ſaothe.the.ills. of life 


% The cordial drop Heav'n in our cup 


4 has thrown, to balance all our pains - 
and numerous ills! By thee each ſor- 
did notion is exiled, and every ſenti- 
* ment refined! Our miens are fa- - 
* ſhion'd, and our tongues are.fil'd.” - 
Charmed with the love of; my adored 
Louiſa, I breathed a purer element 

and ſeem'd, nor only ſeem'd, but 


company, fearful of the effects of that 


inſinuating paſſion that ſhe found had 


aſſaulted her breaſt. This opened a 


field of conjectures about the author 
or authors of the cruelties that had 
been acted upon me, and we could, 


after long examination, fix. upon nao 
ohe ſo likely to have engaged in ſo raſnu 


and, baſe, an attempt, as her couſin, 


who, though {he believed hei had little 


affect ion for her, was too much ſway- 


eq by his intereſt to look upon her re- 
gard for. me with any meaſure-of: pa, 


tience of forbearance. 


CHAP. xxIII. 
SHE-MAKES{HIM HER CONFIDAN To. 
HEY AMIABLB BENEVOLENCS 


AND CHARIPY—SHE'SURPRIZES 
. HIM BY A PROOF OF. HER GOOD - 


'NESS—STORY OF AN UNFOR- 
TUNATE FAMILY—ADVICE: ro 
YOUNG LADIESP=HE. MAK ES A 
 - DISCOVERY WHICH HE IMPARTS 


ro HER-—HER: SENTIMENTS OF” 


RELIGION. 


N W, the. gladſome hours flowed 
in jocund rounds, and all was 
happineſs, and all was love; each con- 
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ſeious walk, each embowering ſhade, 


was witneſs to the bliſsful moments 1 


ſpent in the converſation, in the contem- 


plation, of my amiable Louiſa : every 
day diſcovered ſtill more and more per- 


fe&ions in the ſoul of that lovely maid ; 
1 Fan another ſort of creature, 
and was ſo improved by her wit and 
good · ſenſe, that I breathed nothing but 
generous and noble ſentiments and de- 
fires. It was one ſmiling morn, when I 
was in raptured accents ſpeaking my 


: 


e interrupted me, and, with a voice 


that ſpoke the ſofteſt melody, told me 
wo ſhe was reſolved to impart a t 
fure ſhe was now capable of beſtowing 
_ me, and make me the confidant 
of ſome ſecrets, that, ſhe doubted not, 
would give me heightened ſatisfaction; 
In ſhort, Mr. Thompſon, I will give 


he plea- 


1 you a ſpecimen of the manner in 


 ©-which 1 chuſe to ſpend ſome part of 
1 my time, which has given me in- 
* effable delight, and contains all the 
© ſecreſy I ever thought myſelf obliged 
or inclined to obſerve. My father's 


« generolity of temper yields me an 


opportunity, from the overplus of 


my own expences, to diffuſe a num- 
ber of little 0 


neighbouring villages, whom I en- 


deavour to make as happy as I can, 
as beſtowed. 


with what Providence 


4 

- 

* 

of 

* 

6 

* 

upon me. You muſt know, Sir, I 
think this one of the moſt grateful. 
7 

4 

6 

* 

6 

s 

« 

* 


returns I can make to my Creator, 
for the bleſſings of abundance and 
plenty he has imparted to me; and 


raiſes my mind to an imitation of 


that beneficence wherewith he ſuper- 
intends and looks through nature, 
ſcattering his bleſſings, in ſuch pro- 
fuſion, upon his unworthy creatures. 


© A heart that ĩs not ſuſceptible of hu- 
* 


minity and pity, that does not feel 
the angelick tranſports that glow in 
the boſom in relieving poverty and 
diftreſs, and affliction and grief, is 
unworthy the enjoyment of the com- 
mon favours of Providence, and 
ſhould be aſhamed to partake even 
of the ſun's reviving influence. I 
am ſoon tired with the folly of my 
toilet, any farther than it adminiſters 
to neatneis and decency; and the 
books you know I generally converſe 


— 


atitude and acknowledgments, that 


e benevolent kindneſſes 
amongſt the poor inhabitants of the 


with, give added force to this diſpo - 


© ſition I find ſo natural to me; but, 
© above all, that beſt of books, which 
I regard as a rule for my ſalvation; 


in the ſtrongeſt terms inculcates the 


6 neceſſity of doing good, and in fo 
© ſublime a manner, that a perſon muſt 
© be dead to all ſentiment and beauty 
< of expreſſion, to diſregard it's pre- 
< er Nay, I will own to you, my 
* Thompſon, that my obſervation of 
© your turn of mind. to benevolent 
c principles firſt opened a way to ad- 


mit your image into my breaſt.— 


© Come, come, continues ſhe, ſmiling, 
© I'll conduct you to a ſcene that will 
© bea proof of what I have ſaid.” 80 
ſaying, ſhe ſtruck acroſs a meadow, 
which terminated the walk we were in, 
and roſe on one fide into a hill of ſome 
height, whilſt I followed her with ſilent 


admiration; and pin. 3 ſhe looked 


like one of thoſe miniſtring angels, 
who, we are told, are employed in acts 
of love and kindneſs to the fallen race 
of men. O worth innate ! O good- 


© neſs moſt extreme!* I was forced to 


exclaim, what envied fate is mine! 
thus to be conſidered by the faireſt, 
© beſt, and moſt excellent pattern of 
© her ſex, adorned © with inward:great- 
© neſs, unaffeted wiſdom, and ſanctity 
« of manners !”* 2 
At the farther ſide of this verdantemi- 
nence, was a ſmall hovel, which reſemb- 
led the ruſtick dwelling of Baucis and 
Philemon of old; and no ſooner was 
our approach diſcovered by the yelping 
of a ſmall cur that was friſking in the 
ſun-ſhine, and ran crouching to the 
feet of Louiſa, than a comely woman 
looked out and approached with a mo- 
deſt diffidence, mingled with joy in 
her face, and ſaluted that lady, in 
terms of the utmoſt veneration and re- 
ſpect; to which ſhe replied with an af- 
fability and good-nature, that was cal- 
culated to diſſipate the confuſion that 
our ſudden appearance ſeemed to have 
inſpired; and aſked, how her huſband. 
did to-day, and then enquired after the 
reſt of her little family by name. * My 
lady, replies the honeſt dame, ſince 
we had the honour to receive your 
© comfortable preſent yeſterday, which 
* came at a very ſeaſonable time, my 
© buſband has recovered his ſpirits, and 
is upon the mending hand. Oh, 
Madam! you have rendered us truly. 
happy: may every bleſſing crown 
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your wiſhes for your goodneſs !' By 
this time we approached the door, 
when two or three little cherubims ran 
out, and in their pretty, 
way, welcomed my adorable, in a 
manner that convinced me ſhe had been 
no ſtranger to them; ſhe took each of 
them in her arms, and beſtowed kiſſes 
and careſſes upon them without num- 


ber; enquired after the progreſs they 


had made in learning their books, and 
rewarded them according to their pro- 
ficiency. A bluſh of uncommon ſa- 
tis faction ſhone in her face, beams of 
unclouded joy flaſhed from her bril- 
liant eyes, and the whole family were 
overcome with boundleſs ſatis faction. 
| She then enquired into ſeveral little 
particulars that are wanting in a fa- 
mily, gave the good woman ſome mo- 
ney, calling her aſide for that purpoſe; 
and then, preſenting her hand to me, 
we departed, and her departure ſpread 
a gloom upon thoſe faces that were ſo 
moved with joy before, I was all ad- 
miration, and had never been partaker 
of more real pleaſure, Heavens ! what 
a dignity, what a luſtre did her good- 
neſs ſpread around her, and what a 
fine effe& her elevation of mind had 
upon her native charms! © You mult 
© know,” ſays the deareſt maid, „that 
© witha little aſſiſtance, and ſome pro- 
© per advice, I have ſaved this poor fa- 
* mily from deſtru&ion, and in that I 
© am doubly repaid, by the pleaſure, 
© the ſecret ſatisfaction, it has given me; 
© not an acknowledgment I have re- 
© ceived, not a ſudden tranſport light- 
© ed up in thoſe innocent babies faces, 
© but has given me more real bliſs than 
if I had received the greateſt benefit 
© the world could beſtow. The man 
© was a Londoner, and came down 
into theſe parts as an exciſeman; 
© but for ſome ſlip or miſtake in his 
© book: was diſmiſſed, about three 
© months ago, from the repreſentations 
© of an ill-natured ſuperviſor ; ſince 
© which, being deprived of his ſmall 
© ſalary, he has worked as an huſband- 
* man for my papa, ſtriving with the 
* greateſt affe tion to ſupport his fa- 
© mily of a wife and three children, 
© As I was walking out one afternoon: 
* with my woman, I accidentally 
a 
0 
0 
£ 


paſſed by the houſe, and heard a ter- 


rible ſwearing and ſcolding within, 
which was diſcontinued upon the 
ruſtling noiſe I made in paſſing, and 


rattling 


„ W mm 13; DD ES 7:6 - a. a. > 


© the woman you have ſeen, juſt look: 


* 


face ſwollen with tears; ſhe droppe 
me acurtſey, which I returned b 
© thelike, accompanied with a © How 


©& dye, r- dame?” and, , 


© her under ſome affliction, enquired i 

© any misfortune had happened to her. 
© The woman, who ſeemed to have a 
ſoul ſuperior to her appearance, very 
ſenſibly anſwered, that the detail of 
her misfortunes would be too tedious 
for my ears, and ſhe feared too af- 
fecting to herſelf to go through 
with any tolerable decency ; © But, 
% Madam,” continues ſhe, © what 
gives me <t preſent the greateſt un- 


«« ealineſs is, that my poor huſband, 
© unuſed to want, has ſoured the beſt 


of tempers by dwelling too much 
* on the thoughts of the hardſhips he 
has met with, and grows croſs and 
6 peeviſh to his family; whereas, I 
te could ſuffer the greateſt extremities, 
without complaining in his ſociety x 
indeed, our ills are almoſt too great 
t to bear!“ here ſhe burſt into un- 
affected tears, whillt two or three lit- 
tle children, almoſt naked, joined in 
the mournful ſcene, 
the heart, and by my endeayours have 
made their circumſtances more eaſy, 
and cloathed them in that manner you 
ſee, and this very morning have made 
my father promiſe me his firſt farm 
that becomes vacant, which I intend 
to ſtock for them, and put it inta 
their power, by an honeſt applica- 
tion and indultry, to retrieve their 
affairs, and be of ſervice to ſociety, 
who had elſe become a burden to it: 
the huſband, eaſed of his anxiety, is 


the reflection upon his late impa- 
tience and repinings againſt Provi- 
dence, has thrown him into a diſorder, 
which, by the account of his wife, 
he is now like to get over.“ I ob- 
ſerved to my charmer, that I had ge- 
nerally found, that thoſe perſons, who 
poſſeſſed the beſt natural diſpoſitions 
and talents, were moſt altered by mis- 
fortunes ; whereas a lifeleſs clod goes 
through the up-hill and down-hill 
accidents ot life, with a fettled uni- 
formity of behaviour, which, though 
generally counted wiſdom and philo— 
tophy, flows from a natural inſenſi- 
bility and dulneſs of conſtitution. 
How happy would the beauteous 
L part 


© ed out to ſee who it was, with — | 


I was ſtruck to 


become mild and ſober again, and 
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part of the creation become, if, like 
my Louiſa, they would beſtow a little 
leſs attention upon the impertinences 
of dreſs, viſits, and cards, and ſtrive 
to adorn their minds with wiſdom and 
knowledge, and to illuſtrate the deli- 


cacy they are born with, by ſuch a con- 


ſtant habit of doing good ! How bright 
an appearance has beauty and virtue 
united, what a light they caſt upon 


every action of their lives? How in- 
Apid, how unlovely are ſuch purſuits 


in women, as they muſt and often do 
condemn in our ſex ? One would think 
avarice, pride, and anger, and pee- 
viſhneſs, reſentment, and rage, were 
vices only of male growth, and were 
not able to fix their reſidence in a fe- 
male breaſt, where generoſity, com- 
placency, mercy, good-nature, for- 
giveneſs, and ſerenity, only ought to 
reſide: Oh! ye gentle ſoothers of hu- 


man pains and inquietudes, copy this 
pattern of reſplendent excellency, by 
which you will fix your empire till 


more abſolutely in our ſouls, and rea- 
fon as well as paſſion will take a pride 
to ſacrifice at your altars, and adore 
your real and never-fading charms ! 


Then we ſhall truly ſing, with the 


poet 
© You've in you all that we believe of 
Heaven! 
© Amazing brightneſs, purity, and truth, 
© Eternal joy, and everlaſting love!” 


As we advanced in our return to the 


houſe, caſting my eyes at ſome diſtance, . 
1 perceived the ſquire, her coulin, talk - 


ing very earneſtly with two fellows, 
who had no very promiſing appear- 


' ance, which I made her take notice 
of, and ſhe, as well as myſelf, was 


ſtartled at their looks, which the thought 
had ſomewhat villainous in them; 
when, caſting up their eyes, they diſ- 
covered our approach, they ſeemed ſur- 
prized, and ſhifted their ground. I 


followed them with my eyes till IJ had 


quite loſt 11; ht of them. Whether or 
no our knowledge of his diſpoſition, 
or the conjectures we had formed of 
his foregoing guilt, worked up our 
terror, I can't juſcly tell; but, in ſhort, 
vie had reaſon to think he was medita- 
ting no good. I had preſence of mind 


enough to conceal my own fears, and to 


calm the tumults of my Louiſa's breaſt, 
who was perfectly put into a trembling 
fit by her preſagement of ſome ſiniſter 
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deſign againſt our quiet. At ſupper, 


where he was preſent, I eyed him witk 


more fixed attention than uſual, and 


thought I perceived a viſible confuſion 
and trouble in his countenance, which 
he ſtrove to conceal, but was forced to 
leave the room abruptly. That night, 
Sir Walter being engaged at a friend's 
houſe, I had an opportunity of ſpend- 
ing entirely with my angel; and, 


amongſt other diſcourſe equally pro. 


ductive of ſuch diſcoveries of her 
knowledge and reading, as aſtoniſhed 
me, 1 ventured to aſk her, whether ſhe 
was ſo rigidly bigotted to the doctrines 
of the Roman Catholick faith, as to ad- 
mit of no ſalvation out of the pale of 


that church. Let me treaſure up for 


ever the remarkable anſwer of this di- 
vine creature! © I expected, my dear 
© Thompſon, that ſome time or other 


and am prepared to reſolve you of my 
opinions; that I am not bigotted, 
you might have learnt from your 
dear mother, as I have conſtantly, 


publick worſhip at our pariſh church, 
where I have been greatly edified by 
the excellent diſcourſes of your fa- 
ther. As to this or that mode of 


be allowed to follow the dictates of 
conſcience z but I muſt own the ſim- 
plicity of the Church of England, in 
her rites and doctrines, ſeems more 
agreeable to ſcripture, than any other 
I have conſidered; and my retue- 
ment in the country, and the me- 
thod of my education, under a wor- 


notions, gave me, together with a 
1 choice of books, which ſhe 
eft behind her, and the uſe of a 


ther's, which I had the liberty to 
ſend for any book from, an oppor- 
tunity of turning my thoughts to 
thoſe things, more than 1s common 


of the Roman Church uſed to viſit 
our family, but was ſoon diſguſted at 
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© ticks, as he..called them; but the 
© truth was, becauſe we did not make 
c 

© aft implicitly by his directions. TW o 
© things, amongſt thoſe of that per- 
© ſuaſion, ſhock me more than ary 


© thing elſe, not that I believe all the 


« ſtories 


we ſhould fall upon this diſcourſe, 


for ſeveral years paſt, joined in the 


worſhip, I think every one ought to 


thy mother, of large and charitable | 


much better colle&ion of your fa- 


for one of my tender ſex. A prieſt 


our converſing ſo much with Here- 


him the repoſitory of our ſecrets, and 
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© tories that are told in our books of 
© martyrology, which are the ſpirit of 
« perſecution, and their maxim, that 
« no faith is to he kept with Hereticks, 
In contradiction to which, I'll ftick 
© to what was ſaid bv the great Mr. 
« Pope, another Roman Catholick, of 
a charitable allowing ſpirit, in one 


© of his letters, and, if I remember 


right, his words are theſe: Fire 
« and ſword, and fire and faggot, are 
«equally my zverfion ; I pray for dif- 


« ferent ſects and different parties, 


« with the ſame ſincerity I pray for 
« myſelf; I think to be a lover of my 
« country is a glorious elogy, but 
te that it is a much greater to be a lover 
« of mankind.” And I believe the 
© Almighty eſteems no particular opi- 
© nions in compariſon to the truly good 
© man, who may be ſaid to be a Chriſ- 
tian at large. As things are ma- 
© naged at preſent by the advocates on 
every ſide of the queſtion, religion 
© ſeems to have the leaſt ſhare in their 
@ reſearches, which is a thing I ima- 
© gine quite ümple, and her duties 


© compr1zed, according to our Saviour 


« himielf, in a very few words; but, 


alas! though ſhe is, as Rowe ſays — 


&« Divinely pure and ſimple from all arts, 

« They daub and dreſs her, like a common 
«© miſtreſs, +2 

„The object of their fancies,” 


I ſtood amazed at the penetration of my 
excellent miſtreſs, and the judgment 
ſhe ſhewed, and the facility ſhe ſpoke 
with, upon points of ſo puzzled and 
abſtruſe a nature. | 


CH AP. XXIV. 


MR. DIAPER RECEIVES LETTERS 
FROM HIS FATHER, WITH A 
LETTER INCLOSED FROM PRIG 
—ODD ACCOUNT OF SPECULIST 
—NEWS ARRIVES FROM AR- 
CHER AND SHARPLEY—UNHAP- 
PY END OF MR. PROSODY—HIS 
DISCOURSE WITH HIS MOTHER, 
IN RELATION TO LOUTISA—HE 
RECEIVES A LETTER OF CAU- 
TION BY AN UNKNOWN HAND. 


T was with the utmoſt difficulty I 
prevailed on myſelf to leave my 


bliisful abode, and to comply with the 


JOE THOMPSON. 


being eaſy within, and the great buſi- 


_ edly happy a footing, I — all 


he, © I don't doubt, my Joey, but we 
_ © ſhall be both extremely happy, and 
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79 
repeated requeſts of my friend, to re. 
turn to my father's; which, however, 
at length I was obliged to do, taking 
the moſt tender adieu of the charmer 
of my ſoul. When I came home, 
every one rejoiced at the vivacity and 
lively ſpirit I brought with me; all 


neſs of love ſettled upon ſo unexpect- 


the jollity and mirth of my ſoul. My 
friend, to whom I imparted all that 
had paſſed, congratulated me in the 
ſincereſt manner. And now, ſays 


may promiſe ourſelves a life of con- 
ſtant felicity, which I hope will be 
ſpent, for the future part of it, in a 
harmony and cordiality between us, 
equal to that we have maintained hi- 
therto in the firſt; our joys, our 
griefs, mutual and the ſame.“ Ah! 
how blind a little flattering ſucceſs ren- 
ders unhappy mortals to the ſtrokes of 
111-fortune, that they are every minute 
liable to, and which burſt the airy bub- 
bles of their deluſive, deceitful ex- 
peCtations ! £ 
A day or two after my arrival, Mr. 
Diaper received a packet of letters from 
London, by the ſuperſcription of which 
we immediately knew it to be from my 
maſter, who had not wrote to either of 
us before, though my father and he 
had conſtantly correiponded; giving, 
as a reaſon for it, that he would not 
diſturb the young people in their diver- 
ſions, by giving them the trouble to 
write; notwithſtanding which, we had 
frequently paid our duties both to him 
and my miſtreſs. IT was alarmed at 
this, greatly fearing it was a ſummons 
of us up to town; and nothing could 
at preſent have grieved me more than 
abſence from my Louiſa, Upon open- 
ing it, there was a letter for Mr, Dia- 
per, and one for me, from his father, 
and another directed to us both, 7 
I diſcovered in an inftant to be from 
Mr. Prig. Both our letters from my 
dear and worthy maſter were full of 
affection to me, as well as his fan; but 
we were extremely ſhocked, when we 
underſtood that Mr. Trafhek, a mer- 
chant at Briſtol, had failed, whereby, 
at the loweſt computation, he was 
become loſer. above twelve, thouſand 
ounds, In relating this circumſtance 
ke had ſaid all that a man of ſenſe and 
oe: L 2 a Chriſtian, 
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a Chriſtian, who was acquainted with 
the unforeſeen accidents of life, could 
ſay to moderate his ſon's affliction ; 


but it was a blow he could hardly bear 


with fortitude, as it in ſome degree 
diſconcerted the ſchemes of happineſs 


he had formed for himſelf with the 


lovely Miſs Bellair : in ſhort, though 
it was but a trifle, when weighed 
againſt my maſter's other poſſeſſions, 
it was a loſs that could not but be very 
heavily felt, and would, of conſe- 


quence, oblige us to retrench our ex- 


tenſive dealings within a narrower 
compaſs. I was not without m 


ſhare of concern for myſelf alſo, that 


is ſo natural, as I knew it would ren- 
der it more difficult for my friend to 
bring me into a ſhare of the buſineſs, 
whi 3 on account of my pretenſions 
to Louiſa, I was become more and 
more deſirous of: however, as there 
was no remedy, we gave ear to the 
conſoling arguments of my father, 
who repreſented things to us in a moſt 
philoſophical and reaſonable light, and 
convinced us of the error and folly of 


laying ſuch unavoidable misfortunes 


to heart. My maſter concluded, that 


he found our preſence very neceſſary, 
as he, or one of us, muſt go down to 


Briſtol; and gave us an order to pre- 
pare for our return to London in three 
weeks, or a month at fartheſt. The 
letter from Prig was as follows. 


© DEAR FRIENDS, 

N THOUGH J reflect with plea- 
« ſure upon the enjoyments you 

© participate of in Yorkſhire, and am 
ideally a ſharer in every ſatisfaction 
you fa, yet I am more pleaſed, in 
underſtanding that your principal 

nas ſent you an habeas corpus, to 

remove your bodies up to London, 

which has been to me a dull and life- 

leſs place, ever ſince your abſence. 

Mr. Diaper (to whoſe recommenda- 
tions I muſt own myſelf ve: y much 

obliged for a g:eat increaſe of prac- 

tice) has made ſo thorough a convert 

of mg, that my former companions 

«© yield me no delight; and the ways I 
© formerly purtued are grown dull and 
* inſipid; and, let me aſſure you, I 
© have not kicked a watchman, bilked 
© a, bawdy houſe, or ſnored at Tom 
© King's, for above theſe two months 


, palt, Wat the devil can you find 


4 


© ſo agreeable amongſt the files of 
* Yorkſhire, to detain you ſo long 
* from your friends? Are purling 
© ſtreams, roſeate bowers, fallow 
* lawns, and painted meads, ftronger 
* charms than we can procure to en- 
* tertain you? For ſhame-ſake, haſte 
© away, and join us; for pity=ſake, do; 
© and let me ſing, as a friend of mine 
© once did, with a little alteration— 


6“ Yorkſhire, though full of wanton glee, 
« Our op'ning pleaſures vie with thee ; 

4 Thy barren wilds the ſtupid pleaſe, 

«© But muſick warbles through our trees: 
&« See Ranelagh, and fee Vauxhall, 

“ The joyous glaſs, the ſprightly ball; 

6 Come, join and quaff the ſparkling bowl, 


„ Which raiſes, mends, and fires the ſoul,” 


© Your affectionate friend, 
© RICHARD PRIG. 


© P.S. The moſt extraordinary piece 
© of news I can ſend you, is, that 
© that man of moral rectitude, 
* Fhiloſopher Speculiſt, has been 
E caſt in 20001, damages, for 
© criminal converſation with the 


© wife of a boſom friend; and, 


© on non-payment, has been 
© obliged to go to the Fleet Pri- 
c ſon. . | 


We could not help ſmiling at our 
friend Prig's conciſe and laconich epi- 
ſtle, and his daſh of poetry, which ex- 
actly ſpoke the temper of the man; 


and that, together with the arrival of 


our friends Archer and Sharpley, con- 
tributed to expel the gloom that had 


overſpread our minds, They had 


each ef them received a letter from 
his ſon, which they communicated to 
us. Tom Archer went on with great 
ſucceſs in his mercantile employment; 
and poor Jack Sharpley had met with 
a great many misfortunes upon his ſta- 
tion ; but by the death of the captain, 


and all the three lieutenants, had re- 


ceived the commiſſion of third lieute- 
nant, which fell to him by rotation, 
and had been confirmed ſuch by the 
lords of the Admiralty: they were 


both in good health, which could not 
fail to communicate a great deal of 


leaſure to me, and naturally led me, 
which I had never thought of before, 
to enquire after our old maſter, Mr. 
x Proſodys 
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Proſody, who I found had been dead poſed in her, made her more my mo- 
near two years, and that his wife died ther than ſhe was before. | 

a year before him. His death was oc- When we came down ftairs, a let- 
caſioned by a flogging-bout, which he ter was given me, which had been left 
too unmercifully beſtowed upon the 10 a countryman; the direction was 
poſteriors of a gentleman's ſon, who, almoſt unintelligible, but, opening it, 
in revenge, had harraſſed him for his I found it to this effect. 

nonjuring principles, to ſuch a degree, | . 

that, upon refuſing the oaths, he was | 
prohibited, by the archbiſhop, from ; 8 8 
teaching a publick ſchool, and died of J Sire youe theſe notis to take 
a broken heart, leaving above 15001. d caree of youer ſelfe, for Squier 
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to his daughter, Mrs. Harrow, who Riche has reſolved to ha youer harts 
ſtill was living, and well, with her bloud, and I am one of thouſe hir'd 
huſband. My two old companions , to diſpatch you; and you may be 
had mentioned me with ſo much affec- ' | fung, if you can bee catch'd, you 
tion in their letters, that I thought. will note iſcap, as you did the tim 
myſelf obliged to fit down to write to | afor I honor youer faather, which 
them; which I did accordingly, and © the reſon of theſe notis 
committed my epiſtles to the care of « From your wellwiſher, 
their fathers, to be ſent with theirs, | | | | 
My dear mother, one morning, tak- A. B. 


ing me into her cloſet, began, in a | „ | 
rallying way, to enquire after Miſs * Beſurealwayes to go well armud.* 
Louiſa, and into the particulars of 1 
our correſpondence. I was too much This advice ſtartled me, as it con- 
convinced of her prudence and affec- vinced me that this baſe and cowardly 
tion, and her regard to that amiable wretch had reſolved to get rid of me, 
lady, to make a ſecret to her of the one way or other; and I communi- 
progreſs I had made in my love, and cated it to Mr, Diaper, who deter- 
the happy fituation' my heart was in; mined I ſhould never go to Sir Wal- 
mingling my account with ſuch eaco- ter's without him in my company, 
mums Upon the object of my adora- and both well armed: upon conſidera- 
tion, and ſuch involuntary raptures, tion, we reſolved not to diſcover the 
and elevation of expreſſion, that ſhe matter to that gentleman, till we 
could not help perceiving how nearly could, by ſome accident or other, get Wi 
I was affected with what I ſaid. The one of his emiſſaries into our hands to 't 0 
} 
"; ! 


thoughts, though diſtant, of this al- confront him, as he was ſo much be- 
liance, gave her. exquiſite pleaſure; loved by him. We depiored the un- Þi 
and though ſhe gave me many cautions happineſs he was under to be ſo blind= | N 1 
to moderate my extravagant and over- ed to his wicked diſpoſition, as to en- 


bearing tumults of ſoul, yet ſhe con— tertain a thought of ſacrificing his ex- & 
cluded. in aſſuring me, that the dear cellent daughter to ſo perfectly brutal | Rl! 
creature had ſuch juſt notions, and a villain. I ſhould have fought him 1 
ſo fincere a regard to whatever ſhe out in the firſt motions of my rage, . 


ſüd, that no human means were ever and, upon his declining a fair' com- 
likely to diſturb our union, and, no bat, have pinned him to the earth, 
doubt, Providence had determined we had not my friend repreſented the im- 
ſhould be happy in each other. She prudence of ſuch a reſolution, which 
knew too well the delicacy of my fa- obliged me to deſiſt. 

ther's temper, to need any injunctions 

to keep the matter a ſecret from him; | 5 | 

and promiied me, that in my abſence CHAP. . 

at London ſhe would endeavour more 

and more to cultivate the good opinion SIR WALTER SURPRIZES THE 


and eftecm that Louiſa had conceived TWO LOVERS—HIS BEHAVIOUR 
of me:.I embraced the excellent wo- THEREON — IS FORBID THE 
man with unfeigned tranſport, and HOUSE—THEY CORRESPOND BY 


methought this confidence I had re- LETTER - THEIR CORRESPON= 
| 5 5 DENCE 
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-BENCE DISCOVERED=—HER Wo- 
MAN DISCHARGED—$HE 15S PRI- 
VATELY, CONVEYED AWAY. 


1 Communicated the foregoing letter 
the next day to my Louiſa; and, at 
the ſame time, informed her, that I 
muſt be torn from all the pleaſure J en- 
Joyed in her loved ſociety, for ſome 


time; giving her an account of the 
reaſons for our unexpected departure 


from Yorkſhire : ſhe condoled with my 


friend in his loſs; but ſaid ſo many 
nfpiring things to comfort him, that 


grief ſoon fled, being driven away by 


the influence of her perſuaſive elo- 


quence and enlivening ſmiles. When 
he had fat with us ſome time, he re- 


tired to ſeek Mr. Sharpley, who had 


alſo accompanied us, promiſing to call 
for, me in the evening. My Louiſa 
was greatly pleaſed with the precau- 
tions I took to bring my friend with 
me, and inſiſted I ſhould never come 
there, or go any where elſe, without 
him. Mean and low deſignin 

men, ſays ſhe, are more Sriful 


than a man of a generous ſpirit will 
8 enge himfelf to become, even for 


© his own ſafety; and no wretch ſo 


[4 low, but may, one time or other, 


© find an opportunity to wreck his ma- 
« lice and ill-will on the perſon he 


hates. Her apprehenſions caft her 


into ſo profound a melancholy, that I 
was alarmed, and blamed myſelf for 


: giving her ſo much pain, by letting 


er into the ſecret of the letter; it 
even operated ſo far, as to draw a 
ſhower of tears from her fair eyes: I 
claſped her tenderly in my arms, and 
ſhe reclined her lovely face upon my 
ſhoulder, whilſt I clay Reeds with 
my utmoſt art, to ſoothe her forboding 


fears. Juſt as we were in this poſture, 
unluckily Sir Walter opened the door 
of the room, with ſuch ſuddenneſs, 


that we could not adjuſt ourſelves, be- 


fore he had taken a full view of our 


attitude; and, after a filent look of 
indignation, returned the way he 
came, I myſt own I was never ſo diſ- 
compoſed in my life, and my charming 
miſtreſs trembled from head to foot: 
we knew his obſtinate, over-bearing, 


reſolute temper, too well, to doubt 


the conſequences of this diſcovery ; 
and our apprehenſions were not per- 


mirted to have a long ſcope, for, in 
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leſs than twenty minutes, a footman 
brought me this ſhort note, 


6 $1R, 


c AFTER what I havs juſt beheld, 
0 
Y 


ou will not think it ſtrange 


© that I defire you forthwith to depart 


my houſe, and never to enter my 


© doors again. | 
© WALTER RICH, 


In the condition I was, I hardly 
knew what I did; but, to gain a few 


minutes time for reflection, I wrote 


the following anſwer. 


4 DEAR SIR, 


I Beg the favour to be introduced 

- © to you, and that you would in- 
dulge me with two or three words in 
my defence; you may think me to 
blame, when, really, I am far from 
any deſign to diſturb your peace, 
but would rather loſe my life, than 
cauſe ſo kind and good a friend a 
moment's uneaſineſs. I am, Sir, 
your moſt aſfectionate humble ſervant, 


Jos. THOMPSON, 


FS mr < - = wr Io | 


The footman told me, with great 
concern, that his maſter and the ſquire 


were together, and that he never ſaw 


him in ſo great a ee before. 
Lord, Sir!' ſays the fellow, very in- 
nocently, I hope you are not going to 
* fight; we all love you, and hope no 
© miſchief will happen between you 
© and maſter.*  Whilit he was gone, 


Louiſa told me, ſhe believed it would 


be in vain to ſtrive to bring him to 
reaſon at preſent, and adviſed me to 
go; the rather, as ſhe hoped my ab- 
ſence, and what ſhe had to ſay to him, 


would calm his rage; But, let what 


„vill happen, Fidele, (that was the 


name of her maid) * ſhall bring you a 


© line to-morrow, if ſhe can without 
© ſuſpicion; depend upon it, added 
the lovely creature, 1 will never for- 
© feit my vow.* I was going to re- 
turn her my acknowledgmeuts, in the 
tendereſt manner, when the footman 
returned, with another written meſ- 
ſage, to this effect. 


6 I Would have you quit theſe terri- 
© tories this minute, for I cannot 

« anſwer for it elſe, that I may not act 
: Fo HE RSS WL 8 0 ſomewhat 


G Sr TAS * 


t fomewhat towards you that would 
« yiolate the common rights of hoſpi- 
« tality ; hoſpitality, did I ſay! nothing 
« of that kind is due to a deceiver, an 
« hypocrite, and a villain. 

© W's Mo 


Finding it in vain to perſiſt, I took 
a tender adieu of my heavenly Louiſa; 


and we both mingled our tears toge- 


ther, apprehenſive of what we had to 
go through, which filled my ſoul with 
a gloomy train of horrid ideas. 

I defired the ſame footman to deliver 
him this anſwer, however, which was 
all the diſtraction I was under would 
ſuffer me to write, 


„ 8 
0 v are certainly ſeduced to 

+ your own unhappineſs, by the 
« falſe and malicious inſinuations of 
© that baſe wretch your nephew, who 
© has, for what reaſon I cannot tell, 
© even attacked my life by ruffians, 
© and is meditating another exploit of 
© the ſame kind. Believe me, Sir, 
your excellent daughter has done 


© nothing contrary to the rules of 


© prudence and virtue, diſcretion and 
duty; and you will find you have 
© pony wronged your affectionate 
« bumble ſervant, | 


Jos. THOMPSON, 


©P.S. I hope, Sir, if only for the 

| * ſake of your own peace of 

© mind, when your paſſion is a 

© little abated, you will hear 

© what I have to ſay. What I 

© have hinted about your kinſ- 

© man I am ready at any time to 
prove.“ | 


Oh! what pangs I ſuffered at this 
cruel period, the ſource to me of ſo 
many ſucceeding misfortunes ; a thou- 
ſand times I was near laying violent 
hands upon myſelf for my indiſeretion, 
and then again I excuſed myſelf by the 
conſideration, that I thought Sir Wal- 
ter abroad as well as his daughter, he 
having left word, he ſhould not re- 
turn till evening, which was the reaſon 
we were caught in ſo unguarded a 
manner: thence I could not help re- 
flecting, that his ſaying he ſhould be 
out ſo long was on! 1 Tra in order 
to ſurprize us, the ſcurce of which I 


* 
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immediately concluded to be the ſquire. 


I was in an hundred minds to return 


and take ſpeedy vengeance on him, or 


die in the attempt; but then the 


thoughts of my Louiſa's diſpleaſure 
checked the raſh deſign, and the dan- 
ger of farther irritating her father 
againſt her. Wretch, that IT was,” I 
could not help exclaiming, to imagine 
© Heaven would be propitious to me, 
© ſtained with the guilt of a thouſand 
© crimes and enormities! Could I think 
© that it had deſtined me ſo much per- 
© fe&tion, without throwing innumera- 


© ble difficulties and diſcouragements 


© in my way, as a juſt puniſhment for 
my preſumption? No, I ſee plainl 


© this is only a taſte of the miſeries it 


© has in reſerve for me. | 
When I got home, I entered pri- 


vately, and threw myſelf all bathed in 


tears upon my bed, where I gave full 
play to the melancholy and diſtraction 
of my breaſt, till my very brain be- 


came diſordered; and God knows how ' 


far my deſperation would have carried 
me, but for my friend, who acciden- 
tally came through my apartment, 
which was the way to his own. If he 
was ſurprized to ſeeme at home ſo ſoon, 
he was much more amazed to ſee the 


condition I was in, and with great 


precipitation demanded the reaſon of 
the extravagances he heard and ſaw 
me guilty of; which when I had ac- 
quainted him with, he ſympathized 
with me, on this unlucky misfortune, 
in a truly ſenſible manner; but put me 
in mind of the folly of reſigning my- 
ſelf to fruitleſs and unavailing com- 


plaints and tears; that I ought to wait 


with prommgy till I heard from Louiſa 
and that poſſibly from her intelligence 
ways might be thought of to bring Sir 


Walter into a better temper, and, by 


expoſing the villainy of his nephew, 
open his eyes to all the abſurdities he 
was guilty of, in ſo ſteadily perſiſting 
to bring about what would render his 
amiable daughter ſo infinitely and woe- 
fully wretched. I became ſomewhat 


calmer at theſe encouraging words, and 


compoſed myſelf, as well as I could, 
in expectation of hearing from the idol 
of my ſoul, counting every moment an 
age till T was convinced of her welfare 
and ſafety. At length Fidele arrived, 
and brought me a letter from my an- 
gel, which I kiſſed with tranſport; 


and hugged the poor girl in a joyful 


manner. * 
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64 
manner, over and over again, and 
thought I had great reaſon to be com- 


forted, when 1 found the contents as 
follow 


© $18, 

AFTER you left the houſe, my 
++ « father called me into his cham- 
ber, and, with leſs paſſion than I 
expected, taxed me with indulging 


«a 


all his meaſures; inveighed againſt 
vou in the bitteret manner, and 
commanded me never to think of or 
ſpeak to you more. In the beft 
terms I could (though I was greatly 
concerned and frightened) I endea- 


but my ſincerity, and the regard 1 
pay to truth, would not ſuffer me to 


in your favour, though at the ſame 
time I aſſured him I would never 
think of you in a way he ſhould diſ- 
approve, or enter mto any farther 


fectly innocent. 
fury to a pitch that made me trem- 
ble; and he told me, that he intend- 
ed I ſhould have a regard only to his 
nomination, and commanded me to 
look upon my coufin, as a man he 
was reſolved to make my huſband 
very ſhortly. I fell on my knees, 
how? vowed I could not entertain the 
moſt diſtant idea of the wretch he 
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my poſture and the tears I ſhed 
© had ſomewhat moved him; and, tak - 
© ing advantage of the lucky moment, 
drew from him a promiſe never to 
force my hand where I could not 


* beſtow my heart, I proteſting I would 


* not marry another than he ſhould 
© approve. He, however, firmly per- 
« ſiſted in his reſolves, that I ſhould 
© never correſpond or ſpeak to you, to 
© which, alas! I gave a ſilent appro- 
© bation, on pain of being denied the 
6 little liberties I enjoy. Ah, Mr. 
© Thompſon! what a fituation am I 
in, divided thus, between love and 
« duty! Yet let me once more aſſure 
© you, that you, and only you, can, 


© or ſhall, employ the thoughts of your 
fy | >> © Donna. 


Oh! how 1, raptured, kiſſed the 
dear name, that ſubſcribed theſe ten- 


| JOE THOMPSON. 


an affection for you, which croſſed 


voured to moderate his ſuſpicions; | 


deny the impreſſions I had received 


engagements with you than were per- 
This raiſed his 


mentioned with patience, and found 


= 


der, ſenſible, and moving lines, and 
wrote with great haſte this anſwer, 


which Fidele immediately returned with 


to her lady— 


© DEAREST AND MOST AMIARLE 
© CREATURE, | 


WHAT miſeries J have ſuffered 

* © to this bliſsful moment, in 
which you ſo generouſly repeat your 
vows of conftancy and affection, 
words are.too faint to deſcribe! Ah, 
charming Louiſa! can there be great. 
er torment to a man that loves as [ 
do, than to be denied the happineſs 
of ſeeing and converſing with the 
adorable object of his paſſion? The 
torments, that the damned are ſaid 
to undergo, 1s a feeling conſciouſneſs 
of the joys and ineffable delights of 
the bleſſed, and a privation of the 
participation of thoſe joys for ever, 
which ſo ſtrongly is working in their 
ideas. Where, alas! now are the 
improving pleaſures that flowed over 
my ſoul, when I heard my Louiſa's 
heavenly accents, her melodious, 
melting ſtrains? Oh, I am tortured, 
even to madneſs, at the painful re- 


flection of being deprived of thy ſight, 


K 


without hope of returning to it 
again! But ſure, Heaven, who muſt 
be propitious to ſo pure an image of 
it's own perfections, will at length 
accord to thy wiſhes, and make thee 
happy as thy virtues and goodnels 
deſerve. My lovely fair, preſerve 
the remembrance of me in your mind, 
till I can ſome way or other find a 
way to ſoothe your cruel father's re- 
lentleſs rage; and let me, at leaſt in 
this endearing manner, frequently 
converſe with my all of happineſs [ 
e'er deſire. The diſtraction of my 
mind is too great to write more diſ- 
tinctly; but believe I am ever thy 
moſt tender, faithful, and eternally 
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* conſtant adorer, whilſt J can ſub- 


© ſcribe the name of 


© JosEPH THOMPSON. 


I peſtered Fidele with an hundred 


queſtions, whilſt I was writing, break- 
ing off and writing again, every mi- 
nute, with ſuch ſudden ſtarts of joy 
and movements of ſorrow, that the 
faithful creature was affected, even to 
tears, and begged me, for her lady's 


ſake, te be more compoſed and 2 
V/ IAG 


e è GS ]＋§[ð“&ʒ os ²˙Ü·Ü ] ü SR. . ̃ et ea Yo oh 


- JOE THOMPSON. _ : 


which 1 promiſed her I would. I 
was now ever, in private, pouring out 
my complaints, and ſetting forth my 

aſſion to the object of my wiſhes. 
Fidele had ſcarce time to do any thing 
elſe than to carry our meſſages and 
letters to each other; which ſhe did 
with ſo much willingneſs and affec- 
tion, that the preſents I forced upon 
her, and which ſhe ever modeſtly 
would have declined accepting, were 
but a paor reward for her labours; 
though her lady alſo, whom- ſhe had 
been brought up with, was profuſely 
generous and grateful to her. Our 
intercourſe was carried on thus for 
ſome days without interruption, and I 
received freſh proofs of the conſidera- 
tion this delightful woman had for me 
her letters were filled with ſuch exalt- 
ed ſentiments, ſuch refined notions of. 
things, that my admiration was almoſt 


equal to my love, and I died with lan- 


guiſhing deſires to ſee her: this diſtant 
way of converſing only ſerved to height- 
en theſe longings; but I was ſoon rob- 
bed of even this remaining conſolation, 
this only refuge from deſpair; and one 
fatal moment involved me in a ſe- 
ries of miſeries that were dreadfully 
ſevere. ' The ſquire, whoſe ſuſpicions 
made him ever watchful, and who was 
2 incenſed at the total loſs of the 

vour of Louiſa, who would never ſit 
a moment with him but when her fa- 
ther was in company, and gave him 
every day freſh marks of her deteſta- 
tion and abhorrence, could not fail to 
obſerve the frequent journies Fidele 
made from home, and, imparting his 
furmiſes to $ir Walter, that ſhe brought 
and carried letters toi and from his 
daughter and me, they agreed to watch 
her motions more narrowly; and one 
evening, in her return, they forcibly 
inſpected her pockets, 'and found a let- 
ter from me, full of the expreſſions of 


my love and gratitude to my charmer 


for her kindneſs and ſenſibility of my 


ſufferings; which having read, Sir 
Walter loaded his daughter with re- 
proaches and cruel upbraidings, and 
even went ſo far in his fury, as to vow 
revenge upon her Minion, as he called 
me, wherever he found me; and im- 
mediately, notwithſtanding all her tears 


and ſupplications, turned Fidele out 


4 his houſe, who came to me in the 


utmoſt agony and diſtraction, at being 
thus forced to leave her dear miſtreſs. 
It was now that my rage exceeded all 
bounds; I raved and tore in ſo violent 


a manner, that my friend could not 


abate by all his kind leſſons of advice 
and caution. I determined to ſeek this 
villain, this bane to my future ex- 
pectations, and facrifice him to the in- 
juries of my Louiſa; and accordingly 
was going to put my deſign in execu- 
tion, having got over two or three 
fields on my way to Sir Walter's, armed 
with a pair of iſtols, one of which I 
reſolved he ſhould make choice of, or I 
would put him to death without mercy, 
when I was accoſted by a footman, 
whom I knew to be Sir Walter's, and 
who in a trembling manner gave me 
this billet— - 1 | | 


© DEAR SIR, | 

J Have juſt time to ſend you word 
dy this compaſſionate domeſtick, 

that I am now going to be conyeyed 

to my aunt's in Somerſetſhire, the 


* 


” M a 3a 


8 Heavens, what outrages 
ave I endured! But, be ſure you 
© behave with prudence, and don't 
© ſuffer yourſelf to be tranſported to 


any rafhneſs; for, depend upon it, 
c wi | ever force me to be 


nothing ſhal 
* other than your 
a FH | 

K © LovisA. 


I fear my tears have rendered this 
„ ſcroll unintelligible take care of 


my poor Fidele, and hope happier 


© moments. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


HE PURSUES AFTER HER—MEETS 


SQUIRE RICH—DARES HIM TO 
' COMBAT, WHICH HE, COWARD- 
LIKE, REFUSES—PREPARES TO 

PUNISH HIM, BUT HE ESCAPES 


Is OVERTAKEN—HE FIRES Ar 


iu, AND BRINGS, HIM DOW N— 
IS KNOCKED OFF H15 HORSE BY 
ONE OF THE $QUIRE'S ATTEND- 
ANTS HIMSELF—FOUND BY CER- 
TAIN PASSENGERS IN A BLOODY 
CONDITION, WHO GONVEY HIM 
TO THEIR HOUSE IN THEIR CHA- 

i | M RIOT 


coach waiting at the gate for that 
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RIOT—1S KNOWN BY A LADY, 

WHOM HE IN VAIN ENDEAVOURS 

e 4). 
Mi rage, notwithſtanding theſe 
| injunctions of my Louiſa, was 
too great for expreſſion, and choaked 
up my voice, and my breaft ſwelled 
with boiling choler; I juſt had patience 
to enquire if the coach was gone, which 
he reſolved me in the affirmative, and 
to aſk which road it had taken; which 
I no ſooner underſtood, than without 
a ſingle word more I returned home, 


and not entering the houſe to ſpeak to 


my friend, or poor Fidele, I ſaddled 


my horſe, and, mounting, galloped the 
way I had been directed, breathing 
nothing but revenge and bloodſhed, 


whilſt tears of grief and bitter anguiſh 
ran plentifully down my cheeks. I 


rode with all the ſpeed my horſe's legs 


would permit for two or three hours, 


when I heard the tread of horſes, and, 


to my inexpreſſible delight, ſoon de- 
ſealed the e and two attendants, 
who were returning back with great 
expedition for ſomewhat they had for- 
got to take in the hurry. I drew a 
piſto] from my holſters, and crofling 
the road, which was not very broad, 
ſtood prepared to retard his farther pro- 
preſs; and he no ſooner ſaw me, than 

e ſtopped ſhort, and turned pale at 


the tremendous ſpeRacle, whilſt I cried 


out, Villain! diſmount, and prepare 


© to give me ſatisfaction for the inju- 
© ries you have heaped upon me, and 


the worthieſt and beſt of creatures, 


and declare where you have carried 


© the charmer of my ſoul, or this mi- 
© nute is the laſt I will ſuffer you to 


© breathe that air you have poiſoned 


© by your notorious: crimes!*. Before 
he could 'well recover himſelf to an- 
ſwer, one of the ſervants, equally fear- 
ful of what might happen to himſelf, 
faid, that the ſquire was not concerned 
in the taking away his young lady, 
who was a great many miles A 


under the care of Sir Walter, and that 


he hoped I would not do any miſchief. 
Without attending to what the ſer- 


vant ſaid, I reiterated my reſolution to. 


his maſter, who, clapping ſpurs to his 
horſe, with a rapid pace ruſhed by me, 
followed by one of the attendants ; 
which I could not prevent, but imme- 
diately followed him, and my horſe, 
having the greateſt ſhare of heels, joon 


overtock tne flying enemy, who roared 


out, for God's ſake to ſpare him, and 
he would be my friend for ever; but, 


before the words could well reach m 


ears, I fired at him, and he fell from 
his horſe; upon which, endeayourin 

to diſmount, I received from behind a 
blow on the fide of the temples with 
the butt-end of an horſe-whip, which 
laid me ſenſeleſs amongſt the horſes 
feet; but was ſoon brought to myſelf, 
by a number of kicks and blows given 


with an intention to deprive me of life 


by the recovered ſquire,' whoſe fright 
only had occaſioned his fall, and who 
frequently commanded his men to ride 
after my horſe and get the other piſtol, 
for he was reſolved to butcher the dog, 
before he left him. All this 1 heard 
diſtinctly, till a ſtrake, like the firſt, 
again put me into the ſame ſtate as before. 
How long I might lie motionleſs and 
dead to all ſenſe of my misfortunes, I 
cannot poſſibly determine; but, when! 
recovered my ſhattered ideas, the torture 
of my mind, the oppreſſive grief of my 
ſoul, was too big for utterance, and only 
broke way in groans, and ſighs, and 
tears: I ſtrove to get upon my legs, 
but, alas! found myſelf too weak, 
with loſs of blood, and too much 
bruiſed, toattempt it without aſſiſtance, 
Thus then I lay in expectation ſome 
compaſſionate paſſenger might perad- 
venture. paſs that way, and in charity 
convey me to ſome houſe where I might 
get afliſtanee to return home. Oh! 
how violent was my diſtraction, and 
what havock it made on my weakened 
and labouring faculties! How mourn- 
fully the image of my Louiſa floated 
before my view, in vain imploring my 
ſuccour and aſſiſtance! Then, again, 
the wretch, who had juſt left me in 
this horrid condition, called up all 
the fierceneſs and rage inſpired by his 
numerous injuries and wickedneſſes: 


£c Y Obs" I cried with a faltering voice, 


no place, thaugh ever ſo ſacred, ſhall 
© ſcreen thee from my reſentments ; 
even from the arms of thy uncle will 
] drag thee, and inflit upon thee the 
death thou fo well deſerveſt, for thy 
© outrages againſt the beſt and molt 
© loyely of her ſex!* Theſe thoughts 
gave me eaſe, methought, and allayed 
my torments, when a chariot, with 


ſome domeſticks on horſeback, appeared 


in view; and I was no ſooner deſcried, 
than a gentleman in it, of a mien that 
commanded reſpeR, alighted, and, ap- 
proaching me, aſked me, with great 

concern, 
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concern, how I had come by ſuch bar- 
barous uſage, the marks of which 
were ſo viſible. TI eſſayed to ſpeak once 
or twice, but my voice failed me; and 
the gentleman ordered his ſervants, with 
great care, to put me into the chariot, 

ve them directions to drive gently to 
bis houſe, which was two or three miles 
farther, and where we arrived in about 
an hour and an half, and found he had 
got home before to prepare matters for 
my reception. . I was taken out of the 


chariot, and carried up to bed; but, as I 


was ſupporting through the hall, I heard 
a female voice, the ſound of which 
ſeemed —_ familiar to my ears, ex- 
claim, : , 


head about, but the lady had ſuddenly 
retired, leaving me in a maze of con- 
je&ures, who this could be who had 
expreſſed ſuch a concern, and was fo 
well acquainted: with my name and 
perſon, | 5 


CHAP. XXVII. 


THE GREAT CARE THAT 1s TAKEN 
OF HIM BY THE STRANGE GEN- 
TLEMAN=—HE HAS A REMARK- 
ABLE DREAM WHICH OPERATES 
TOWARDS HIS RECOVER Y=—=UN- 
DERSTANDS WHO His GENEROUS 

' BENEFACTOR Is, WHO AMAZES 
HIM, BY ACKNOWLEDGING A 
FAVOUR DONE TO HIS LADY. 


KAV eyes could only intimate to 

my generous preſerver, what a 
grateful ſenſe I entertained of the aſſi- 
duity and care he ſhewed for my ſafety 
and recovery ; for, though my ſenſes 
were entirely perfect, my loſs of blood 
had been ſo great as to deny my tongue 
the exerciſe of it's office. A ſurgeon 
being ſent for, he examined my 
wounds and bruiſes, and found them 
conſiderable. enough to put my life to 
ſome hazard: what he moſt appre- 
kended was, that a fever would enſue; 


and therefore, after he had dreſſed me, 
ke gaye tri charge 


that I ſhould be 
kept as calm and compoſed as paſſible, 
and that nobody ſhould ſpeak to me, 
or engage me to talk, on any account. 


His orders were obeyed z but the tor-* 


ments of my harraſſed and diſtracted 
mind had well-nigh baffled all his 
Kill: the idea of my Louiſa's loſs, 
and the force that might be uſed to 


heavens 1 what do I fee, 
git is Mr. Thompſon !* I turned my 


make her unhappy, with my total ig - 
norance of the place ſhe was carried 
to, on one hand, and my rage and re- 
ſentment againſt the wretch who had 
uſed me ſo barbarouſly, on the other, 
allowed me not a moment's interval of 
reſt. Ten thouſand crude and indi- 
geſted ſchemes I formed in my diſtort- 


ed imagination, to reſcue my miſtreſs, 


and to puniſh my enemy : then, again, 
the abſence of my friend, and the ſitu- 
ation my ſudden and raſh diſappearing 
would put my father and mother into, 
gave me inconceivable pain. Wearied 
at length with a conſtant ſucceſſion of 
theſe thoughts, I fell into a ſlumber, 
in which, methought, I beheld my 
_ maid advancing to meet me in a 


meadow, diverſified on oy fide with 


the ſhining gifts that Flora beſtows on 
the moſt delightful ſeaſon of the year : 
as we approached each other, we diſ- 
covered, to our mutual ſurprize, a deep 
and rapid ſtream, which our firſt tran- 
ſports had hindered us from perceiv- 
ing. Methought we wept at this un- 
expected difficulty, and I was going 
to plunge myſelf into the waves, the 
more ſpeedily to embrace the charmer 
of my ſoul, when, with her uſual, 
placid ſmile, ſhe repreſſed my eager- 
neſs, by the following words: © Oh, 
* my Thompſon! think, with your 
wonted good-ſenſe and patience, be- 
fore you attempt ſo fatal an action; 
if you ſhould meet with death here, 
in my ſight, think what inſtant mi- 


let us explore the head of this river, 
or ſearch on each ſide, if, perchance, 
we may meet with ſome bridge or 
boat, that will give us a paſſage to 
each other's embraces.* I obeyed 
the ſweet phantom, and, looking up, 
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ae at a little diſtance, a ſmall 


arque, which was moored to a tree, 
on my fide of the ſtream, which I 
made to with the utmoſt joy; and, en- 


tering, immediately turned it adrift, 


and prepared to croſs to the other ſhore ; 
which I had no ſooner reached, within 
the boat's length, than I gave a ſudden 


ſpring, in order to get to land the 
0 


oner; but miſſed my footing, and fell 
into the water, whence, when I had 
got out, all wet and tired with the fa- 
tigue I had undergone, I had loſt the 
ſight of my Louiſa, which I began to 
bewail with all the paſſionate geſtures 
and language that ſuch a diſappoint- 
ment 6ould inſpire ; when 1 heard her 
M2 voice 


ſery I ſhould be reduced to: rather 
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voice calling me, by name, from the 
bank of the river I had juſt left to meet 
her: Ah, my much-loved youth! 
* how unhappy your violent temper 
makes us! Providence, ever propi- 
tious to thoſe who put their truſt. in 
it, and, with reaſon and calmneſs, 
endeavour to attain it's bleſſings, 
never favours the raſh and paſſionate 
murmurs and attempts of the un- 
thinking and fool-hardy } How often 
have you promiſed, me to accord to 
my deſires, and, repoſing, confidence 
in the truth I have vowed, you, wait 
with patience and reſignation the diſ- 
| ALTA Heaven in our favour! 

arewel, It is denied me to ſatisfy. 
our ardent withes, till you behave 
with more temperance. and modera- 
tion than you have hitherto, yet, at 
« length, I muſt believe we ſhall be 
© happy.“ Here the. endearing form 
diſappeared from my view, and I waked 
in an agony of grief and ſorrow: 
however, this dream had a ſudden 
effect upon my mind, that aided my 
phyſician's {kill ; I looked upon it gs. 
2 warning from above, to be leſs vio- 
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lent in my deſires; and recollecting 
how well it tallied with what my 


Louiſa had always inculcated, and 
particularly in her laſt melancholy let- 

er, I grew more compoſed; and, in 
two or three days, was ſo altered, as to 
be able to talk and ſit up in my bed. I 


was prodigiouſly curious to know what 


kind hands I had fallen into, and par- 
ticularly who the lady might be, who 


had expreſſed herſelf with ſo much 


ſeeming emotion at the ſight of me. I 
had ſeen no female ſince I_had been 
there, but an elderly matron, who was 
my nurſe ; and the gentleman, who 
ſeemed more than ordinarily tender of 


me, was very cautious how he ſpoke to 


me, for fear of giving me any diſ- 


turbance. I now ventured to aſk the 
good woman, my attendant, the name 


of my benefactor; which ſhe ſatisfied me 


in, by letting me know it was Squire. 


Goodwill, and that his feat, where L 
then was, was called Mount Chriſtian; 
by which I underſtood, for 1 had be- 
fore heard of the family, that I was 
about thirty-ſix miles from my father's, 
whither I determined the next day to 
get a meſſage carried to Mr. Diaper. 
The next morning, when Mr. Good- 
will came in to ſee me, he found me 


VP, and fitting by the fire-fide ; he ex- 


doing me hurt, 


preſſed ſome apprehenſion that I had got 


up too ſoon, and then congratulated © 


me on my recovery in the moſt polite 
and good-natured-terms, I returned 
my thanks for the various inſtances I 
had experienced of his goodneſs; and 
was ſo much affected with the ſubject, 
that I thought I could never acknow- 
ledge them enough. He told me not 
to think myſelf under any obligation, 
for that he had done no more than he 
thought he was obliged to perform to 
his fellow- creature, under ſuch cir. 


cumſtances, as à man and à Chriſtian; 


and that he reaped the more pleaſure in 
having been the means of faving my 


life, from the conſideration that I had 


conferred formerly ſome favours upon 
his wife, Which, added he, I ſhall 
© eyer retain à very grateful ſenſe of. 
I was confuſed at what he ſaid, not be- 
ing able to recollect I had ever ſeen 
her; which doubt I imparted to him, 
and told him, though I had reaped the 
benefit and honour of his friendſhip, 
by a deception which had operated 10 
much in. my favour, I could not diſ- 
penſe with mylelf, for my want of 
ſincerity, if I did not undeceive him, 
by aſſuring him I had never had the 
happineſs even to ſee his good lady. 
He ſmiled at this, and told me he did 
not doubt but I ſhould know her at the 
firſt ſight, and that, the next merning, 
he would do himſelf the ſatis faction to 
introduce her to breakfaſt, an oppor- 
tunity ſhe had languiſhed for; but 
was fearful, before, of the furpriz: 
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BE ADVERTISES HIS FRIEND WHERE 


TO FIND 'HIM—RECEIVES AVISITF 
FROM - MADAM GOODWILLL—HI5 
AMAZEMENT AT-THE SIGHT OF 


 HER—WHO SHE PROVES TO BE— 


SHE RELATES HER ADVENTURES. 


As foon. as Mr. Goodwill had left 
me, I wrote a letter to my friend 
Mr. Diaper, acquainting him that I 


was at Mount Chriſtian,” with the oc- 


caſion of my being there, and every 
thing that had happened to me, ſince 
my precipitate departure from my fa- 
ther's; which I endeavoured to excuſe 
to him, and begged, that without let- 
ting our family know my ſituation, he 
. : ou 
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would immediately do me the pleafure 
to viſit me, that I might return in his 
company; at the ſame time begging 
him to put poor Fidele, who had, till 
now, been entirely out of my thoughts, 
under the protection of my mother, till 
my return. This letter I immediately 
ſent by a domeſtick, whom Mr. Good - 
will had been fo obliging to furniſh 
me with for that purpoſe. _ 3 

I muſt own I waited with ſome im- 
patience for the fight of Mrs. Good- 
will: there was ſomewhat ſo myſte- 
nous, I thought, in her knowledge of 
me, that it very much raiſed my ex- 
pectations of the event. I immediately 
imagined the _ whoſe voice and 
manner I had taken ſuch particular 
notice of at my being brought in, muſt 
be that gentlewoman; and the tone of 
her voice, being what I thought I was 
no ſtranger to, ſtill involved me in 
more nn, more perplexity : at length 
the time arrived, and Mr. Goodwill 
entered with his ſpouſe, whom I no 
ſooner got up to Law than I was 
ſeized with the utmoſt admiration and 
aſtoniſhment, diſcovering in her fea- 
tures the well-known lines of the 
amiable and unfortunate Mrs. Modiſh. 
Her preſent ſituation, and the diſcourſe 
I had had with' Mr. Goodwill: the 
morning before, together with the re- 
collection of what had paſſed between 
us ſome years oz joined to make my 
ideas a jumbled chaos of odd and un- 
connected thoughts. She perceived my 
confuſion, and obliging me to fit down, 
told me ſhe did not wonder at my ſur- 


prize to ſee a woman ſo altered in her 


circumſtances, and in ſo happy a ſta- 
tion, the preceding part of whoſe life 
had been attended with ſo much miſery. 
— I was equally ftruck,* continued 
the, © to behold a gentlemanT fhall ever 
* eſteem and value brought to my houſe 
in fo cruel-a condition, which gave 
* me great and uncommon unealineſs 
© and concern. If Mr. Goodwill, who 
© 18 well acquainted with my hiſtory, 
will permit me, and you have'ſtrength, 
© enough to bear the recital, I will 
* ſoon inform you how good Proyi- 
© dence has been to me, and how ſur- 
* prizingly I am become, from the moſt. 
* wretched, the moſt happy woman 
breathing; and ftill more fo, as it 
* has afforded the late opportunity to 
© ſhew my regard for Mr. Thompſan. 


I returned my thanks for her favours. 


© cafe, and 
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in the moſt feeling manner, and ſigni- 
fied my deſire to hear her adventures; 


which, Mr. Goodwill being otherwiſe 
engaged, and withdrawing, after beg- 
ging pardon for his abrupt departure, 


e recited accordingly, in the follow- 


ing manner 


THE ADVENTURES OF MRS. GOOD- 


Pj ‚ <7 


E * O U may remember, Sir, the diſ- 


. © treſs I was in upon being met 
* by my brother-in-law, as I was re- 
* turning from a country-walk with, 


* a mournful letter, which was dictate 
© by my concern, as well for you as 


© you, ard that afterwards I ſent +] 


* myſelf; for Mr. Modiſh was full of 


rage, that I would not diſcover who 
you was, and where you lived, vow- 
ing theutmoſt revenge for the wrongs 

he ſuppoſed you had done him; but 
I was proof againſt all his menaces, 
which made him carry his brutal 
treatment to a length of outrage, the 


me tremble; and, about half an 
hour after, at the utmoſt hazard, I 
had ſent the letter to you, I was hur- 
ried into a coach with himfelf and 
his brother, and a box, in which 
were my cloaths and linen; and « 
coachman, according to his inſtrue- 
tians, drove at a great rate, till we 


from town, where we alighted, at 
the gate of a very large houfe, which, 


and deſpair, when'I over-heard them 


who kept it to. hold me cloſely con- 
fined;. and, if it was found needful, 


wiſe treat me, as the nature of my 
diſorder ſhould. require; and then, 


| now wreck his u 
upon me, they went away, leaving 
me in a condition that may be more 
eafily imagined than deſcribed. The 
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© gentlewamay then approached , me 


© with an air of the utmoſt humanity, 


very remembrance of which makes 


came to a _—_ about ſeven miles, 


upon entering, I immediately diſco- 
vered to be a private mad-houfe, and. 
you will eafily imagine my melancholy 


give inſtructions to the gentlewoman 
to chain me, ſhave my head, or other- 


with an angry menace, that he would 
his utmoſt vengeance 


* 


© and bid me be comforted, telling me 


© ſhe alrea the nat 
artily pitied my unfor- 
«© tunate condition; adding, that ſhe 
© knew too much of the ſurly diſpoſi: 


tion 


knew the nature of my 
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© tion of her own huſband, and the 
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_ © ills ſhe ſuffered from it, not to at- 
© tempt every way to make my capti- 
vity as eaſy as poſſible, merely from 
J 3 in my diſtreſs: in 


ort, I found the good woman to 


and humane behaviour, that I began 


having been uſed to domineer over 
and chaſtiſe the unfortunate creatures 


that were put into his hands, prac- 


tiſed no decorum towards me, or any 
one elſe; and, upon any little pre- 
tence, would lock me into my apart- 


ment, and ſwear I was abſolutely 
mad, and ſhould be treated accord- 


ingly. To get rid, in ſome degree, 
of his abuſes, I was adviſed by his 
wife, who heartily befriended me, to 
be as ſerviceable as I could to them 
in their domeſtick affairs; and the 


| ſcheme took ſo well, that I was even 


truſted with the keys, and made the 
gaoler of my fellow-priſoners. To 
tell yoy how many exorbitant crimes 
I took notice of in the time I con- 


tinued here, would make your hair 


ſtand ere& upon your head: wives 
have been received, as mad, from 
their huſbands, who were tired of 


children from their parents, and 


really, to produce that diſorder, or 
others that have proved more fatal to 
them. The keepers of thoſe houſes 
are generally the loweſt and moſt 
hardened wretches to any ſenſe of 
pity or regard for mankind, and uſe 


all the ſchemes poſſible are put in 
execution to get money, and the 

ople in a common workhouſe may 
e ſaid to enjoy better proviſions 
than thoſe whoſe friends really pay 
large ſums for their ſupport and 


and adviſer, who was uſed little better 
herſelf, frequently lamented her ab- 
jet fate, and the neceſſity ſhe was un- 
der to countenance ſuch proceedings, 
which panged her to the very heart. 
I think, amongſt a great number of 
reputed lunaticks, in the compaſs of 
one year and an half, I obſerved ten 


be a perſon of ſo kind a diſpoſition, 
to think myſelf more happy than I 


could have expected. Her huſband, | 
indeed, was a brutal tyrant, that, 


them; parents from their children, 


uſed in ſo brutal a way, as often, 


the power given to them with a wan 
tonneſs that is terrible to think of: 


maintenance. My good comforter. 
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their ſenſes as I was myſelf, and 


were only trepanned into the houſe, 


to gratify the baſe deſigns, or ſatiate 


the revenge and cruelty of their re. | 


lations. My huſband, who allowed 


them forty pounds a year for my de. 


tention and board, never came near 
me more; and I underſtood, in about 
two years, that he had died without 
making any proviſion for my future 
ſupport; ſo that, conſequently, I 
was at liberty to go where I would. 
I was now 1n great diſtreſs where to 
apply for relief; the law, with the 
ſmall remainder of my friends, ſeem- 
ed too tedious a method to recover 


ſome part of my fortune from his 
relations, to whom he had left every 


ſhilling he was worth. My father 
was dead, and my brother, the only 
ſurvivor, beſides myſelf, of the fa- 
mily, I knew was too penurious and 
avaricious to aſſiſt me. I once thought 
of ſending word to you of my for- 
lorn Pets 7 omg but a train of re- 


flections upon the former actions I 


had been guilty of, and which I 
really had long regretted, and re- 
ſolved to forſake; actions I ſhould 


never have been guilty of, had my 


good fortune caſt me into more wor- 
thy, kind, and indulgent hands than 
thoſe of Mr. Modiſh; and the in- 


jury I might thereby continue to de 


to a young gentleman, whoſe temper 
ſeemed to deſtine him to a happier 
fate than to poſſeſs the heart of ſo un- 
fortunate a woman, determined me 
againſt it, Ves, Mr. Thompſon, 
though I ever loved you ſince I knew 
you, yet I was reſolved never to in- 
dulge my paſſion in the diſorderly 
and criminal manner I before had 


done, and therefore forbore to let 


you know in what way fortune had 
diſpoſed of me. At laſt I cloſed 


with a propoſal made me by kind 


Mrs. Ludlam, and ftooped ſo low as 
to accept wages of her huſband to 


aſſiſt her in her houſhold concerns, 
and the 1 at times, 


exerciſed this poſt, hoping that, as 
the Almighty had thought proper 


and fit thus to humble me in this 


life, he would graciouſly accept my 
ſincere amendment and ſorrow for 
my paſt offences, and mercifully re- 
ceive me into his favour, when it 


s or a dozen who were as much in * ſhould pleaſe him to demand my 
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© wretched 
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t wretched being into his hands who 
ent it to me. Such ſerious reflec- 
tions, and a view of the many miſe- 
( ries human nature is ſubject to, in- 
ſtances of which I had daily before 
« my eyes, together with the conver- 
« ation of my amiable miſtreſs, diſſi- 
« pated all my anguiſh of heart; and 
enjoyed a calm in this low ſitu- 
« ation, that I thought nothing could 
ever have power to diſturb, and which 
J wiſhed no alteration in, when Pro- 
© yidence, doubtleſs, to reward my re- 
« fignation to it's will, and to put it 


into my power, by acts of goodneſs, 


© to manifeſt my ſincere repentance in 
« a condition more ſuitable to my for- 
© mer ſphere, ſent a gentleman one day 


© into our houſe as a patient, whom it 


© had reſerved to make me compleatly 
© happy. A coach ſtopped at the gate, 
attended by a number of domeſticks 
in rich liveries, and a gentleman 
© alighted from it of a fine aſpect and 
( preſence, which ſeemed altered by a 
profound melancholy, and a kind of 
© ſtupidity in his countenance, which 
© one might plainly perceive was far 


© from being natural, and indicated 


his diſtemper too ſtrongly to leave 
© any doubt of the loſs of his reaſon. 
© He was led in by two others of the 
© ſame age nearly with himſelf; and, 
© after he was introduced into the par- 
Jour, they left him to give proper in- 
ſtructions to my maſter, 5 were 
longer in conference than ordinary, 
talking with ſeemingly great vehe- 
© mence and force; and I thought I 
heard one of them tell my maſter, 
© that, if he performed their orders 
* triftly, he ſhould, over and above 
* what was agreed on, receive a far- 
ther reward of an hundred pounds; 
to which he made a very profound 


© obedience. I don't know how, but 


« methought this gentleman at firſt 
* fight intereſted me in his fate; I 
* commiſerated his depravity of mind, 
*.and wiſhed he had been happier. I 
found in myſelf an inclination to 
attend upon him, long before his 
conductors, each of them, put a gui- 
nea into my hand, deſiring I would 
add my care to my maſter and miſ- 
* treſs's, that their friend ſhould be 
* kept cloſe, and no one ſuffered to ſee 
* him, without he came in company 
* with one of them. I could nothelp 
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i 
4 


ordinary in this method and manner 


* of proceeding; and if the gentle- 
© man had not ſhewn all the ſigns of 
© frenzy in his eyes, and ſtupid de- 


portment, I ſhould have imagined he 
had been brought there rather as a 
ſacrifice to ſome bad defign than for 
a remedy againſt his diforder, When 
g they left us, my maſter ordered me 
to ſee that a certain room was pre- 
© pared for him, which was the worſt 
in the houſe; at which, when I ad- 
mired, he bid me not be impertinent, 
© but obey his orders. Accordingly, 
things were made ready, and he was 


locked in; and, though in no degree 


outrageous, had the rait avaiſicout 
clapped upon him, which he was fo 


far from oppoſing, that he yielded to 


every tranſaction with the paſſiveneſs 
of an infant. Mr. Ludlam then gave 
me orders to attend him, and bid me 
not mention him to Dr. Hellebore, 
(the phyſician attending our houſe) 
as the gentlemen had left what phy- 


ſick was neceſſary for him, which I 
was to give him every other morn- 
ing. Nothing of this, ſo contrary to 


our common methods, but ſtill more 


and more increaſed my ſurprize: 
however, it was not my buſineſs to 
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« diſpute, though when my miſtreſs 
© underſtood from me my inſtructions, 
© ſhe could not help ſaying, with a 
© ſhake of the head, that ſhe was fear- 
© ful it was never intended he ſhould 
go alive out of the houſe. None of 
© our keepers, either men or women, 
© were ſuffered to go near him but my- 
« ſelf, ſo great was the confidence our 
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1 repoſed in me; and, the 


rſt time T went in to him, I found 
him in a fixed poſture, weeping like 
a young child; and, if I aſked him 
any queſtion, he anſwered with the 
ſame ſimplicity and inattention which 


a young child would have done. He 
was ſuffered to eat no meat, and his 

fare was only water-gruel, bread 
+ and cheeſe, and butter, which he 


never took with the leaſt appetite, 
© and generally left three parts of his 
© day's allowance for me to carry awa 
© again, Thus he continued, wit 


© his arms conſtantly confined in the 
day - time, for near a month, in which 
I duly attended him, and every other 


day infuſed a powder in his water- 


© oruel, which my maſter gave me for 


thinking there was ſomewhat extra- that purpoſe, He was almoſt always 


9 dozing, 
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* dozing, and fell away till he was ſo 
meagre, that his bones appeared 
through his ſkin, and he looked like 
the picture of death, I frequently 
carried him proviſions privately from 


greedily, and ſhewed a much greater 
reliſh for than the food appointed 
him. Things were in this ſituation, 
when my maſter was obliged to go 
as far as Cambridge for a week, to 
receive another patient, and both of 
us totally forgot to mention his leav- 
ing the powd: 

only day by day, which 1 neither 
though 1t ſeemed to be a compoſition 
of ſeveral kinds of drugs and mine- 
rals. This occaſioned an omiſhon of 
three days in the adminiſtration of 
his phyſick; for it was fo. long be- 
fore Mr, Ludlam diſcovered that he 


© had been guilty of ſuch an overſight; 


* which he no ſooner did, but, leaving 
© his buſineſs imperfect, he returned 
in great haſte to rectify his neglect: 
but it was too late; for, the morning 
of the ſecond day after his depar- 
ture, our patient began to rave and 
talk in a very extraordinary manner, 
and would frequently curſe his bro- 
ther, and ſeveral others by name, 
who had been the ſource of ſo many 
misfortunes, as he mentioned, to him; 
yet, in his utmoſt anger, he behaved 
mildly to me, and, in the evening of 
that day, told me, in as ſober a way 
as I ever heard any thing told, that 
© he had been abuled, and that his 
© brother and ſome other perſons, eager 


Ly 


4 to poſſeſs his eſtate, and to hinder 


him of a match with ſome ſuitable 


4 


: 2 $2650 or other, which they appre- 


ended would baulk their deſign, 


had taken the advantage of a de- 
bauch, and Ogre a foporifick and 


« ſtupif * er with his liquor, 
« by which they had reduced him to 
the ſtate he ſuppoſed I firſt ſaw him 
in, and which he did not doubt had 


been continued by frequent repeti- 


* tions of the ſame benumbing and 
« dreadful compoſition., He begged 
© me, for God's ſake, to hear his 
« tary; which I did, , and, indeed, 
thought it a very melancholy one. 


| © He had been at one mad-houſe al- 


© ready by the ſame means, and per- 
« ceived that they had trepanned him 
* ahus again, with a ſettled intention 


our table, which he would eat very 


E the powder, which he delivered 


knew by name, nor had ſeen before, 


give me that curſed inſlaver of my 


« feit the ng. . I was ſubject to, 


e fter may not ſuſpect the alteration 


to take away his life; adding, that 
he did not deſire me to believe him, 
till, by hearing the ſame ſtory over 
and over from him, without a ma. 
terial omiſſion or variation; and from 
his temperate behaviour, I was con. 
vinced he was not diſtracted, and 
that at this time he only enjoyed x 
lucid interval. He was ſenſible, he 
ſaid, that the ſame ſtuff had been 
given him ſince he had been under 
our care, but hoped I was not privy 
to any of this villainy; that he en- 
tertained great hopes from the good. 
natured caſt of my mind, that, when 
I was convinced of the truth of this 
relation, and who he was, which he 
would put me into a way of learn. 
ing, I would uſe my good offices to 
procure his liberty; and that, as a 
© recompence for that important ſer. 
© vice, he would vow, in the moſt ſo- 
© lemn manner, to make me the mil. 
© treſs of himſelf and fortune, the 
© minute he had ſettled his affairs.— 
I am now alive again, I ſuppoſe by 
« ſome miſtake in the execution of 
6 their project; and I conjure you, 
c if you know, to tell me how you 
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«« ſenſes, and that you would omit it 
% for the future, and ſhew it to me. 
* As a proof that I am perfect in my 
“ underſtanding, I will fill counter- 


“ that (for I perceive you are an 
„ aſſiſtant here) your rogue of a ma- 


e that has happily betided.” How 
impoſſible is it for you to gueſs the 
amazement that ſeized me upon hear- 
ing him! I at firſt doubted the re- 
ality of what I heard, and thought 
it only ſome ſudden turn of his diſ- 
order; but when I recollected every 
thing I have before related, and 
compared it with what he had juſt 
told me, I could no longer doubt 
the villainy that had been practiſed 
upon the poor gentleman. I there- 
fore aſſured him of my ſervices, upon 
© his giving me the ſame proof of his 
* ſamity-on the morrow, by perſiſting 
in the ſame ſtory; that, as to his 
* name and family, I had heard it 
from my maſter; telling. him that I 
found he was a Yorkſhire gentleman, 
of a good eſtate, . whoſe name was 
© Goodwill; and that what aſtoniſhed 
me molt was. the information I had 
6 reccived 
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© received from the ſame hands, that, 


after a proper trial, a commiſſion of 


lunacy had been awarded againſt him 
by the Lord Chancellor. He ſaid 
that was, he believed, too true; but 
the acts of lunacy had been proved 


upon him at a time when the afore- 


ſaid potions had rendered him for 
ſome time incapable of managing his 
affairs, and returning proper anſwers 
to the queſtions that were aſked him; 
that he had friends, who, if he had 
an opportunity to ſee them, would 


help him in his application to his 


lordſhip for a reviſal of his caſe, and 
which could be no otherwiſe effected 
than by my affording him my aſſiſt- 
ance to make his eſcape to London. 
His behaviour the next day ſo tho- 
roughly convinced me that he had 
been impoſed upon, that I told him I 
was reſolved to aſſiſt his eſcape that 
very evening. His acknowledg- 
ments were couched in terms of the 
moſt extreme gratitude; and, my 
confidence in him having given him 


the uſe of his arms, he preſſed me 


between them, and proteſted that he 
would not, he could not, enjoy the 
fortune I was returning into his 


hands, unleſs I would promiſe to 


ſhare it with him. In ſhort, Mr. 
Thompſon, his perſon, his manner, 
and a ſecret inclination my heart 
could not help, confeſſing towards 
ſo much merit and good-ſenſe as he 


ſeemed to be maſter of, dictated a 


reply ſuitable to his wiſhes; and, 
when I had told him my own itory, 
he ſaid he could not help obſerving, 
that Providence had undoubtedly ap- 
pointed, by our thus meeting, a pe- 
riod to each of our misfortunes. It 
was but an hour before Mr. Ludlam's 


arrival that I privately opened a way 


for him through the back-door of 
our houſe, and that of the garden, 


whence, after a tender embrace, I 


ſaw him, ſwift as his condition and 
ill habit of body would permit, ſet 
off for London, over the neighbour— 
ing fields, after I had aſſiſted him in 
tearing the ſheets of his bed, and 
wrenching the bars of the window 
to which he tied them, to make it 
appear that he had made his eſcape 
without any aſſiſtance. Mr. Lud- 
lam returned in the utmoſt pain for 
his forgetfulneſs, and was very ready 
to charge me with part of the fault; 
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but when, upon going up ſtairs, 
he perceived what had happened, he 
curſed and ſwore like a madman 
and, butfor the expedition he thought 
himſelf obliged to uſe in the purſuit 
of Mr. Goodwill, would, I believe, 
have done me ſome miſchief in his 


paſſion. He returned, however, jad- 


ed and fatigued, the next morning, 
not being able, to my great joy, to 
overtake or diſcover the runaway; 
and immediately diſpatched an ex- 
preſs to the brother in Yorkſhire with 


an account. of his misfortune, and 


the next day put an advertiſement in 
the papers, deſcribing Mr. Good- 
will's perſon, and promiſing a re- 
ward to whoever ſhould bring him 
back. For ſome days after this, in 


which his revenge was dire&edagainſt 


me, to whom, in ſpite of all the re- 
monſtrances of his wife, he had given 
warning, and reſolved that I ſhould 
ſtay there no longer, for my neglect, 
as he called it, we heard nothing of 


Mr. Goodwill; but one evening a 


coach and fix ſtopped, and to my 
tranſported view was preſented that 
gentleman himſelf with another, 


alighting and entering through the 


gate, I flew to open the inner-door, 
and, the minute he entered, he clapſed 
me fondly in his arms, and told his 
companion, in me he might behold 
his guardian-angel and preſerver, to 
whom he owed his life and fortune; 
adding, “I came, my dear creature, 
with the utmoſt expedition, to make 


you a ſharer in my happineſs: my 


Lord Chancellor, convinced by my 
appearance, and the teſtimony of 
this good and worthy gentleman, 


and ſome other friends, how much 


he had been impoſed upon, and how 
11] I have been treated, has recalled 
his commiſſion, and re-inſtated me 
in the poſſeſſion of what I had been 
ſo villainouſly deprived of; and J 
have yeſterday directed a proſecution 
to be commenced againſt the parties, 
who have injured me lo groſsly, whom 
I don't fear of bringing to condign 
puniſhment. I recollected the obli- 
gations you ſaid you were under to 
Mrs. Ludlam, and on that account 
have declined any proceedings againſt 
the villain her huſband, on condi - 
tion he becomes a witneſs againſt 
my brother, and the other conſpi- 


6 rators,” Mr. Ludlam, who had 
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© juſt come to the door, and perceived 
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how matters had been carried, and 


heard theſe laſt words, fell upon his 
knees, and confeſſed the ſhare he 
had had in this ſtate of roguery, and 
that he had undertaken to give him 
ſuch things as were ſent for that 
purpoſe, and very bad uſage, to de- 

rive him, as ſoon as poſſible, of his 
life. Some things he added, that 
had paſſed between the brother and 
him, which made the two gentlemen 
lift up their eyes in the utmoſt aſto- 


niſhment at his unparalleled wicked- 
neſs. They gave him proper advice 


upon the, occaſion, and he was fo 
affected with what was ſaid, that he 
ne a ſincere reformation of his 
ife, and proteſted a deteſtation of 
the many crimes of this ſort he had 
been guilty of. Mr. Goodwill, af- 


ter beſtowing a handſome preſent 


upon my good miſtreſs, of whom I 
took a moſt tender adieu, carried me 
with him to London; where, the 
morning after our arrival, he mar- 
ried me, and I have ever ſince, with 
that moſt excellent of men, er 


a life of perfect bliſs and ſatisfac- 
We have been at this ſeat 
about three months, and underſtand 


tion. 


that the conſpirators, fearful of abid- 
ing the iſſue of the law, before they 
could be ſecured, have fled over into 
France, where my ſpouſe thinks to 
leave them to the remorſe of their 
own conſciences, without carryin 

his juſt reſentment farther nl 
them; nay, has even privately re- 


mitted ſome monies for the uſe of 


his wretched brother; ſo merciful 
and forgiving 1s his diſpoſition! Mr, 
Ludlam 1s altered for the better, 
and behaves with more decorum to 
his good wife, with whom I even now 
take a pleaſure to correſpond,—And 
thus, Mr. Thompſon, I have recited 


this ſurprizing ſeries of events. My 
huſband knows * of our for- 


mer familiarities, which is the only 
circumſtance I ever hid from his 
knowledge; and your prudence will 
direct your behaviour ſo properly, 
as neither to give him or myſelf any 
uneaſineſs. I dare anſwer for it your 
principles are not altered, that you 
pores the ſame veneration for virtue 

knew you once did, and which I 
am ſorry we ever offended ; which, 


more than any thing, will ever en- 


JOE THOMPSON, 


gage me to beg a ſhare of your 
« friendſhip, and to endeavour, on all 
c occaſions, to, ſhew you how much I 
* think myſelf obliged to promote your 
© intereſt and welfare both by my own 
good offices and thoſe of my ſpouſe. 
© I ſhall be glad to know by what ac. 
« cident you came into the cruel con- 
* dition my huſband found you in, 
and whether you ſtill purſue the pro- 
* feſſton I left you engaged in.” 


CHAP. XXIX. 


HE SATISFIES MRS. GOODWILL's 
ENQUIRIES—SHE ENGAGES T0 
TAKE FIDELE INTO HER SERVICE 
 — MR. DIAPER ARRIVES, WITH 
WHOM HE RETURNS TO HIS Fa- 
THER 'S— RECEIVES A LETTER 
FROM LOUISA—HIS FRIEND AN 
HE SET OUT FOR LONDON=—THEYX 
ARRIVE AT MR. BELLAIR'S, 


12 this worthy woman con- 
cluded her narration, Which gave 
me infinite pleaſure: I was grieved at 
the hardſhips ſhe had gone through, 
and ſincerely congratulated her on her 
preſent happineſs, which, indeed, ſeem- 
ed without the leaſt alloy to adulterate 
it. We both took occaſion to admire 
the ways of Providence, * puzzled in 
©. mazes, and perplexed with errors; 
nor could I forbear repeating the fol- 
lowing lines of the ſame excellent poet 
upon the occaſion 


Our underſtanding traces them in vain, 
Loſt and bewilder'd in the fruitleſs ſearch; 
Nor ſees with how much art the windings 
| FF CVE 

© Nor where the regular confuſion ends.” 


a & 


I began to be more reſigned to the diſ- 
penſations of Heaven, perceiving by 
this recital, which illuſtrated many 


former obſervations, that our deſigns 


and counſels are far from being able to 
roduce the effects we deſire, unleſs 
{af wing at the ſame time ſuperin- 
tends and approves our plans of action; 
and that we ſhould never repine at the 
little accidents or rubs we meet with 
in purſuit of our wiſhes, ſeeing they 
may in the end be productive of the 
very things we think them moſt retro- 
grade and contrary to. 
I thanked her for her profeſſions of 
regard 
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regard to me, with warmth and fer- 
your, and related my former adven- 
tures, in as brief a manner as poſſible 
to her, enlarging upon what had lately 
happened, and my affection for the 
charming Louiſa. She condoled with 
me upon the croſſes that had befallen 
us in our loves ; but, at the ſame time, 
comforted me, by repreſenting how 
much I ought to be ſatisfied in the pru- 
dence and conſtancy of that lady, and 
her promiſes of being no other's than 
mine; that all the ſallies of rage and 
paſſion I had been guilty of, had been 


an injury to the opinion TI ought to en- 


tertain of her, and, inſtead of far- 
thering my wiſhes, had involved me 


in the greateſt danger and diſtreſſes. 1 


was convinced of the truth of what 
this excellent woman ſaid, and reſoly- 
ed for the future to act with more cau- 
tion and regard to my Louiſa's inſtruc- 
tions. She then took notice of what 
I had relatcd of the grief of Fidele at 
her being ſeparated from her wiſtreſs, 
and obligingly told me, that ſhe would 
take her under her care, if I would 
permit her, till her lady was in a capa- 


city to receive her again into her ſer- 
vice. I was charmed with this offer, 
as I was under alittle dilemma, as to 


the manner I ſhould diſpoſe of that 


faithful girl, whom my lovely maid 


had fo ſtrongly recommended to my 
protection, knowing that my father 


would be too delicate in an affair of 


this nature, to let her continue about 
my mother, who otherwiſe I was ſure 
world have been proud of the oppor- 
tunity of keeping Fidele with her. 
Mr. Goodwill, by this time, returned, 
and the converſation became general; 
amongſt other matters, he ſaid, he 
was glad to underſtand I was his coun- 
tryman ; that he recollected to have 
ſeen my father, whom he wiſhed for 
an opportunity to revive his acquaint- 
ance with, and hoped, wherever I 
ſettled for the future part of my life, 
I would join with him and Mrs. Good- 
will, in maintaining a friendſhip and 
correſpondence with each other. I was 
too much honoured by ſuch a propoſal 
to hear 1t without the utmoſt returns 
of thankfulneſs I could make, by own - 
ing my ſenſe of ſo kind and to me in- 
tereſting a propoſal ; for Mr. Good- 
will, without diſpute, was a gentle- 
man of a very large eſtate, and as 
conſiderable in his intereſt as moſt in 


the county. I diſcovered in this and 
other converſations I had with him, 
that he was a man of great ſenſe, nice 
diſcernment, and had acquired a know- 
ledge of letters, that almoſt induced 
me to think he had ſpent the greateſt 


part of his life in a college, As 1 


grew ſtill better and better, they took 


me with them in the chariot, and now 


and then on horſeback, and endeavour- 


ed, by all the amuſements they could 


invent, to chace away my melancholy, 
and inſpire me with my wonted health. 


In about a day and an half, my dear 


friend, who ſet out with the meſſenger 
the minute he received my account 
where I was, arrived, and his preſence 
ſeemed to caſt a new ſatis faction over 
my mind, that ſoon helped me to over- 
come my remaining weakneſs. Our 
meeting was very tender and affection- 
ate, and he expreſſed his grief at ſeeing 


ſo viſible an alteration in my counte- 


every minute circumſtance of the cruel- 
ties that Squire Rich had a&ed upon 
me, he was all diſtraction, and it was 
with difficulty I could reſtrain him 
from going immediately in ſearch of 
the villain, to bring him to immediate 


nance; but, when he heard from me 


puniſhment for his repeated crimes. 


He was received by my friends with 
great diſtinction and reſpect, they hav- 
ing underſtood by me * worth, and 


the mutual friendſhip that ſubſiſted be- 


tween us; and they ſpared no device to 


make our abode agreeable and enter- 
taining to vs. I gave him a ſuccin& 
account of the adventures of this happy 
pair, which gave him prodigious plea- 
ſure, and opened a field for many ex- 
cellent obſervations, by all which he 
eſſayed to convince me of the unrea- 


ſonableneſs and folly of my late beha- 


viour, I was curious to know how 


my father and mother took my ſudden 


diſappearing, upon which he informed 
me, that they were both under a conſter- 
nation that is inexpreſſible, when they 


underſtood the motives and manner of 


my ſetting out, Which Fidele was able 


to give them an idea of: as to his part, 


he ſaid, he had rode in ſearch after me 
every way, and had employed two or 
three days in vain and teazing efforts 
to find me; but that nothing could 
equal the dread and kan of 
their foreboding fouls, when my borſe, 
which had been ſtopped by a neigh- 
bouring farmer, who had (een me ride 

1 | him, 
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ſuit of it: however, 


CF 
him, was brought home without his 
rider. My mother fainted, and Fi- 


dele wrung her hands in the utmoſt 


agony; my father, to whom, at that 
time, my friend was diſcloſing my 
amour, which he thought it now ne- 
ceſſary to do, was ftruck with fear at 
what might have happened to me, and 
diſpatched meſſengers every way, but 
to no purpoſe, to diſcover where I was, 
or what accident might have befallen 
me; and every one was inconſolable in 


the family till my letter arrived, which, 
notwithſtanding my injunctions, he 


thought proper to communicate to my 
father and mother, which raiſed their 
drooping hearts. He farther informed 
me, that Sir Walter had not returned 
to his ſeat, ſince he went from it, 
which was the day of my ow-nmdepar- 
ture; that my father was quite grieved 
at my imprudence in involving myſelf 


in a paſſion for Miſs Louiſa before I 


was ſettled in the world; but more 
particularly blamed me for my raſh- 
neſs, and want of temper, in the pur- 

18 believed, he 
faid, that he was ſecretly inclined to 
favour my pretenſions, as well from 
affect ion to me, as his veneration for 
the lovely and deſerving object of my 
flame, whoſe great merit and beauty, 
he could not help privately owning, 


were a ſufficient inducement for my 


acting as I had done. 
Iwo days after my friend's arrival, 
being now able to take the journey, 


we took leave of Mr. Goodwill and 


his lady, not without loading them 


with fincere and henrty acknowledg- 


ments for the favours and kindneſſes 
we' had received, and making proteſta- 
tions; on all ſides, to continue our 
friendſhip and acquaintance, accom- 


panied on our parts with repeated pro- 
miſes of waiting upon them again in 


the country, or as ſoon as they arrived 


at their houſe in London. In the even- 


ing we alight-d at my father's, and 
the ſight of that reighdourhood well- 


nigh plunged me into my former me- 


Jancholy, and drew a profound ſigh 
from the bottom of my heart. My 
mother · received me like one riſen from 
the dead; and poor Fidele, who had 
ſtaid with her ever ſince, was in extaſies 
at ſeeing me g gain. My father re- 
ceived me alſo with great affection, but 


mingled his expreſſions of joy for my 
fate arrival with animadyerſions upon 
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my folly, in ſuffering myſelf to be 
driven to ſuch headſtrong actions by 


my paſſion, which, however, he ge- 


nerouſly ſaid he had not the power 
to condemn, but only let me know 
that he thought I ought at leaſt to have 


been freed from the obligation I wag 


under to my maſter, before J had ſuf- 


fered love to make ſuch an alteration 


in me; concluding with rules for the 
future government of my tranſports, 
and injunctions to weit the happy mo- 
ment, which he ſaid might probabl 
arrive, when Sir Walter might be 
induced, by his daughter's ſolicita— 
tions, and a view of my incre-fing 


worth and merit, to return to his for- 


mer eſteem of me, and conlent to make 
me his ſon-in-law, I kiſſed his hand 
at this flattering concluſion, which 


ſeemed to revive wy expectations of 


happineſs, and reſolved, as near as 
poſſible, to conform my. If to the rules 


he had laid down. Fidele and my 
mother both approved of her going to 


ſtay with Mrs. Goodwill, where, ac- 


cordingly, the went, carrying a letter 


of compliments from me, and another 
of thanks from my father, for their 
goodneſs to me, after I had made her 
a handſome preſent in money, and 
promiſed her ſhe ſhould never be at a 
loſs for a friend, till I could reſtore 
her to my Louiſa, She had not been 
gone above two hours, when a wan, in 
Sir Walter's livery, del:yered me a 
letter, which Iimmediately diſcovered, 
to my equal amazement and joy, was 
the writing of my charming Louiſa. 
Finding, by it, I was not to return an 
anſwer, I rewarded the ſervant for his 
fidelity to his young iady, in the moſt 
generous manner, and ventured to aſk 
him if he knew where the ſquire was 
gone; and he informed me he was at 
a neighbouring ſeat to that where my 
Louifa reſided, where he ſtill lived with 
Sir Walter, without making any pro- 
greſs with his couſin. I was concern- 


ed the diſtance gave me no liberty to 


chaſtiſe this ſcoundrel ; but it was im- 
poſſible, and I pleaſed myiclf with the 


thoughts of ſome future opportunity. 


of gratifying my juſt and equitable re- 
ſentment. Never was mortal ſo in— 
ſpired as I was by the receipt of this 
reviving letter, which I kiſſed and 
hugged to my boſom, with enthu- 


ſiaſtick raptures !' Oh, the melting ſoft- 
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der fears! the earneſt wiſhes for our 
happy return to each other! diſſolved 
my very ſoul away. She informed me 
of her health, and that her father, con- 
tent with having removed her, from 
me, allowed her more liberty than ſhe 
could have expected at her firſt arrival; 
that ſhe had engaged this jervant to 
bring me that letter, to which ſhe de- 


ſired 1 would not hink of returning 


an anſwer, as it might occaſion, by 2 
diſcovery, ſtil! more unhappineſs to 
her ſhe ſweetly endeavoured to chace 


away any diſtruſt of her truth and con- 
ſtancy, which might dwell upon my 


mind; and ſuppoſed, ſoon wfier I 
could receive this, I ſhould be obliged 
to return to London, where the adviſed 
me to live as happily as poſſible, till 
ſome future good fortune ſhould put it 
in our power to ſatisfy the motions of 
our hearts, Such a pleaſing ſatisfac- 
tion and calm ſucceeded the receipt of 
theſe welcome unexpected lines, that 
could be equalled by nothing but that 
eaſe the fight of my Louifa herſelf 
would have inſpired, which gave my 
father and mother, and my friend, a 
great deal of joy; and now the time of 


our departure, according to my wor- 


thy maſter's inſtructions, was near ex- 
pired, and Mr. Diaper was eager to 
viſit his Mits Bellair, where, accord- 
ing to promiſe, we were to ſpend a 
week, which I could not refuſe to this 
excellent aſſociate. Before we ſet out, 
we viſited Mr. Goodwill and his lady 
once more, Mr. Archer, and Mr. 
Sharpley, and took a farewel of all our 
friends, who regretted our dep-:ture, 
A thouſand times I viſited, alſo, every 
retreat about Sir Walter's, where I 
had been fo bleſſed in my Louiſa, and 
lighed her name in every conſcious 
grave! J went to the poor family ſhe 
had once carried me to fee, Phon J 
found in grief for the lofs of their be- 


nefaftreſs, whole place, at preſent, I. 


endeavoured to ſupply, by giving the 
good woman a ſum of money for her 


immediate purpoſes, and promiſing to 


ſee them at my return into the country. 
My mother's tenderneſs gave her great 
pain in this ſeparation but, when Mr. 
Diaper and my{lf both aſſured her 
that we would obtain avec to take 
another tour. in four or hve months, 
the was, in ſome meaſure, comforted. 
My father was alſo moved at parting 
with us; and, indeed, we were now 


ſo naturalized to the country, that we 
could hardly bear the thoughts of leav- 
ing it ourſelves. Our embraces and 


adieus were ſenſibly touching, and we 


ſet out with my father, Mr. Archer, 
and Mr. Sharpley, who would inſiſt 
upon ſeeing us ſome miles on our way; 


but which only {ved to give us freſh 


torment, in going through ine ſame 
tender ſcene on: © more. : 

Now left to dur ſelves, nothing but 
love filled our thoughts, and we rode 


a conſiderable ſtage without breaking | 


the ſilence our contemplations occa- 
honed. The difference, indeed, be- 
tween my friend's reflections and mine 
was great; he was, with enger wiſhes, 


longing exptRations, in the proſpect 


of throwing himſelf at the feet of his 
lovely Bellair, whilſt I was deploring 
the immenſe diſtance that wail divided 
me from my Louiſa, and the various 
obſtacles I had to ſurmount, before I 


could even promiſe myſelf the happt- 


nels of ſeeing that adorable creature, 


Thus differently were we employed, 


till we arrived at Mr. Bellair's, where 
we were received with more rejoicing 
and civilities than can well be expreſſed. 


CHAP. XXX. 


A GENEROUS PROPOSAL OF MR. 
BELLAIR'S—MR. DIAPER HAPPY 
IN THE VIEW OF HIS FUTURE 
BLISS—THE TENDER PARTING 


OFTHE TWO LOVERS—THEY SET 


OUT FOR LONDON — ARRIVE 
THERE—ARE MO5T AFFECTION» 
ATELY RECEIVED BY MR. AND 
MRS. DIAPER. 


HIS amiable and worthy pair 
ſtudied how they could teſtify 
their pleaſure at our long expected vi- 
fit; and Miſs Sukey, whoſe charms 


were more and more improved ſince I 


laſt ſaw her, contrived a thouſand lit- 


tle entertainments for her lover, to fix 
him as long as poſſible with ber. Our 
converſations rolled upon the ſeveral 


accidents we had met with in the coun- 
try; and Mr. Diaper having jocularly 
told Mils Bellair that I was as much a 
captive to love, ſince ſhe ſaw me, as 
himſeif, it opened a way for me to 
gratify theſe good and kind friends 
with a character of my Louiſa, and a 
detail of my paſt misfortunes, and the 


griefs 


— > 
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riefs that at this time oppreſſed my 
. After all you have ſaid,” 
cries Mr. Bellair, I don't ſee you 


have ſo much occaſion for deſpair as 


* you imagine; your principal diffi- 
4 


culty ſeems to lie in gaining Sir 


Walter's conſent to your happineſs, 
which you imagine w:nt of fortune 
will render an impoſſibility. As to 
that, I believe ] may ſoon promiſe 


faction. I expect, by the death of 
an uncle in Leiceſterſhire, who is 
every day likely to deceaſe, an in- 
creaſe to my eſtate, already large 
enough for this lady and myſelf, of 
1100l. a year. If I were to make 
this privately over to you for ſome 
years, which I proteft I ſhall find 
no regret in doing, would vou con- 
ſent to make an acknowiedgment, 
by paying your friend here 2000]. 
as an increaſe of my ſiſter's fortune, 
as ſoon as it comes into your hands? 
The term ſhall be twelve or fourteen 
years, then to be reſumed by me or 
my heirs, paying a proper conſider- 
ation upon the death of Sir Walter, 
for the uſe of the money ariſing from 
the income of the ſaid eſtate, which 
alſo ſhall be applied to the uſe of 
Mr. Diaper and my ſiſter, or their 
children, What doſt fay, Thomp- 
ſon?* added he, © I love you ſo 
much, that you ſhall be welcome to 
the poſſeſſion of it, as ſoon as it 
falls; and then, I fancy, with that 
ſtock of merit, ſo much in requeſt, 
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As I knew this propoſal was not 


merely dictated by mirth, but would 
have been put in practice, upon my 


deſiring it, as ſoon as it was in Mr. 
Bellair's power, I returned him thanks 
with a mixture of ſeriouſneſs and 
jeſt; and tcid him I would take as 
much time to conſider of it, as would 
paſs between this and the death of his 
uncle. 5 g 

We hunted, fiſhed, and made fre- 
quent parties of pleaſure, whilſt we 
ſtaid at this gentleman's; and both 
himſelf and his lady endeavoured to 
baniſh that ſettled, mournful gloom, 
that conſtantly, notwithſtanding all my 
efforts to the contrary, was impreſſed 
upon my countenance. As to Mr, 
Diaper, he was as happy as a man can 
be, who enjoys the company of the 


you a remedy, which J here vow I 
will adminiſter with the utmoſt ſatis- 


Sir Walter will give ear to your ſuit.” 


object of his love; and ſeemed now to 
have nothing to fear that could hinder 
his approaching marriage, which he 
was to get his father's conſent to the 
minute he arrived in town, and where 
Mr. Bellair and his family propoſed 
to repair in a month's time at fartheſt. 
Miſs Sukey was entirely pleaſed'in her 
choice; and upon his mentioning his 
father's late loſs, which ſo much af. 


fected him, told him, an increaſe or 


decreaſe in his fortune was never ca- 
pable of making the leaſt impreſſion, to 
his prejudice, in her boſom; that ſhe 
did not doubt of being happy with 
him, and that riches had no ſhare in 


the affection ſhe proteſſed for him. Her 


ſentiments were agreeable, in that, to 
her brother's and ſiſter's, who often 
told my friend, that half what he was 
likely to poſſeſs was enough to make 
two reaſonable beings happy. 

The time of our departure came, 
My friend had perceived it's approach 
with pain, and was now quite afflicted 
at the thoughts of leaving his miſtreſs; 


who, on her ſide, alfa, was full 


of anxicty and uneaſineis, which ſhe 
could not conceal, I have thought 


ſince, that Providence permits us to 
receive ſome foreboding hints of the 


ils that are likely to be our porticn, 
J have often, before ſome ſiniſter cycnt, 
found a heavineſs and dulneſs, a grief 
dwelling with me, that I could co: e- 
count for, juſt before the hiow uns 
fallen upon my head. All the i; 
proſpe&s theſe tender lovers had ct 
their felicity, which ſeemed ib near in 
it's approach, could not conſole then 
for this ſeparation, and ſighs and tea: 
involuntarily flowed! Alas! too ſure 
a preſage of the gathering ſtorms, that 
were threatening to diſcharge their force 
upon them! | 
Mr. Bellair and his ſpouſe, by their 
diſcompoſure in parting with us, con- 
vinced us how dear we were to them; 


and I could not help feeling a certain 


unſpeakable regret when I took my 
leave. We ſet out, and, nothing par- 
ticular happening the remainder of our 
journey, we arrived in London, in 
perfe& health of body, but with other 
minds than we had carried thence, 
after an abſence of ſeven months and 
a few days, | 

When we came home, the ſervants 
hardly knew us, our faces were ſo tan- 


ned; nay, honeſt Prig, who happened 
| | | ts 
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to be there at our entrance, ſwore we 
had made a voyage into the South Seas, 
and had brought home the duſky hue of 
the Spaniſh Indies. My miſter and 
miſtreſs received us with the utmoſt 
affeftion, and endeavoured every way 
to ſhew how much they were pleaſed 
in our punctual compliance with our 
orders to return. We viſited our ac- 
quaintance, and began to reſume our 
ſeveral departments in buſineſs, which, 


from ſo long a diſuſe, appeared at firſt 
yery aukward to us. | 


CHAP. XXXL 


HE GROWS MELANCHOLY—HIS MA- 
STER SUFFERS ANOTHER GREAT 
LOSS—HIS FRIEND'S DISTRESS 
THEREON — LETTER TO HIM 
FROM MISS SUSANNA BELLAIR— 


MR. DIAPER WRITES TO MR. 


THOMPSON ON ACCOUNT OF HIS 
SON's CONDITION—HIS FATHER 
WRITES HIM A LETTER WHICH 
INCREASES HIS DISORDER—MR, 
DIAPER FAILS—BEHAVIOUR OP 
THAT WORTHY MAN UPON THE 
UNFORTUNATE OCCASION—HE 
GIVES THOMPSON His INDEN- 
TURES, ACCOMPANIED WITH 
PROPER ADVICE. | 
Y maſter, ſoon after our arri— 
val, ſet out for Briſtol, to in- 
ſpe& into the affairs of Mr. Traffick, 
where he ſtaid near a fortmight ; but 
found things ſo bad, that himſelf, and 
the reſt of the creditors, were obliged 
to accept of five ſhillings in the pound 
for their demands; which, as that 
gentleman made it appear to their ſa- 
tisfaction, that his misfortunes flowed 
from no perſonal bad conduct, but 


from unavoidable loſſes in trade, they 


made no difficulty of, and ſuffered him 
to enter into buſineſs again; my ma- 
ſer, in the moſt generous manner ima- 
ginable, giving him freſh credit, 


My mind ſo dwelt, ever ſince my 


return from the country, upon my 
charming Louiſa, and repreſented the 
difficulties I had to encounter to pro- 
cure the enjoyment of that lovely maid, 
and the diſtance ſhe was at from me, 
with the poſſibility of her being in- 
duced, by abſence and threats, to for- 
ſake me, in ſuch gloomy and torturing 


lights, that I fell into ſo black and 


profound a melancholy, as alarmed 
the whole family for my ſafety; in 
vain were all the reaſons of. my friends, 
vain were the various avocations buſi- 
neſs provided, or the ſeveral amuſe- 
ments the goodneſs of Mr. Diaper 
ſuffered us to partake of: nothing 
could remove my fixedneſs of thought 
from objects of ſo terrifying a caſt, on 
which I was brooding perpetually, 
with an intenſeneſs that ſhattered m 

brain. I forgot to correſpond with 


my friends, and hardly ever wrote to 


any but my mother, whom I peſtered 
with enquiries of Louiſa, ſrom time to 


time, which ſhe was utterly incapable 
to anſwer; and were, ſome of them, 


ſo abſurd and ridiculous, that the ex- 
cellent woman wrote me word often, 
ſhe was fearful my head was diſorder- 
ed, and gave me very proper advice to 
moderate my grief and diſturbance, 


which ſhe ſoplainly perceived, but which 
I was now incapable of attending to. 


Life hung upon me, and became a 
burden; I had entertained a notion 
that it was impoſſible I ſhould ever be 
happy : hope, with all it's encouraging 
train of ſmiling promiſes, had for- 
ren my breaſt, and the curſed fiend 

eſpair tyrannically ruled there, with 
deſpotick ſway: tears, involuntarily, 


would frequently trickle from my eyes, 


and whole hours I uſed to fit mopin 

in my apartment, and quite ſtupid witt 

the indulgence I gave to my ſorrows, 
My health declined apace, and I be- 
came a mere ſhadow of my former ſelfg 
to the great concern of my maſter and 
miſtreſs, and the grievous affliction of 
my dear friend, who was reduced al- 
moſt to the ſame ſtate by his ſenſibility 
of what I ſuffered: alas! as great tor- 
ments were in ftore for the generous 
youth ; he, too, was deſtined to un- 
dergo his ſhare of pain; and a blow 
our affairs received, about this time, 
rouzed me from my inattention to what 
paſſed in the world, and made my con- 
{olations as neceſſary to him, as his 


had been to me. Of three veſſels, the 


cargoes of which were Mr. Diapers, 


we every day expected to arrive from 


the Streights, with rich returns of mer- 
chandize, two of them were taken by 
Sallee Rovers, and carried into that 
den of pirates, where they were con- 
fiſcated by thoſe rapacious Barbarians, 
This was ſuch a lofs as obliged us 
immediately to ſtop our an =» 
| | uc 
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reatly; and it well nigh obliged Mr. 
Diaper to ſhut up his hop: He bore 
it himſelf like a Chriſtian and a philo- 
ſopher; he could accuſe himſelf of no- 
thing that could impeach his charac- 
ter, and it was an accident that all 
the forefight in the world could not 
have guarded againſt : the ſhips were 
not infured, and therefore there was 
no remedy for the diſaſter, and he was 


forced patiently to ſit down with the 


total loſs of near 20, oool. My friend, 
however, would receive no comfort; 
it was the death to all thoſe flattering, 
deluſive hopes he had entertained of 
his uninterrupted happineſs with his 
dear Bellair. His father had given his 
conſent to the match, had, as a pre- 
lude to it, taken him into partnerſhip 
with him, and he was to have ſet out 
in a month to make that beauty his 

own. He himſelf had as contemptible 
an opinion of wealth as it 2 
but his ambition centered ſolely in 
making her rich and happy, and ex- 
tending the agreeable views of inde- 
pendency and fortune to their future 
offspring. No wonder if the abortion 


of all theſe ſchemes, and the loſs of ſo 


engaging proſpects, ſhould give him 
the ſevereſt tortures! I, on my fide, 
could not but refle& that the misfor- 
tune was allo greatly mine; all my 
hopes now of being taken into the part- 
nerſhip, which my worthy maſter, as 
well as his fon, had promiſed me I 
| ſhould, were in a manner extinct, and 
I deſpaired, more than ever, of poſ- 
ſeſſing my Louiſa. Fortune ſeemed to 
obſtruct me in all my views and de- 


ſigns; but I bore up under it, with 


more conſtancy than I could ever flat- 
ter myſelf I ſhould be able to do; and 
applied myſelf,. by all the means in my 
POIs to comfort my young matter; 

ut he was inconſolable, and, in the 


firſt agonies of his ſoul, wrote word to 


Miſs Sukey of the bitter loſs, in terms 
of mingled love and deſpair. I cannot 
help giving the world the remarkable 
aa he received from that lady, 
which in ſome meaſure, when every 
thing elſe failed, reſtored him to ſome 
reliſh for life. — 


© DEAR SIR, 
5 1 Received your melancholy letter, 
XI with a ſincere grief and ſenſibi- 
6 lity of your late misfortunes; but 
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notice of this, 
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ſuch a manner, that our credit ſuffered don't miſtake me, it was not occa- 


ſioned at all by my being likely to 
ſuffer by the blow; far from it, my 
love for Mr. Diaper was built upon 
other foundations then the hopes of 
riches, or the blandiſhments of for. 
tune; your perſonal merit, Sir, your 
worth, your virtue, and good ſenſe, 
were the inducements to give you 
my heart, and no accident of this 
kind can ever deprive you of it. A 
little, Sir, a very little portion of 
wealth is ſufficient to make a pair 
of reaſonable creatures happy; or, 
we will ſuppoſe you ſtripped cf the 
common needs of life, yet I can be 
pleated and happy, whilſt I am fen. 
ible your mind is the ſame. If we 
muſt defer our union longer on this 
account, let us bear it with becoming 
patience, and depend upon it nothing 
ſhall ever alter my ſentiments towards 
you, or alienate my affection from 
you, which is too pure to ſuffer de- 
cay. My fortune you are acquaint- 


ed with already, and I hope you will 


think 1t ſomewhat more than a com- 
pliment, when, with my brother's 
leave, I deſire you would take it, 
even juſt now, into your hands, if 
any application of it can be of ſer- 
vice to you; I will make you m 

ſteward and guardian, but only take 
that you will be 
obliged to provide ſome how for the 


owner, if it ſhould not thrive in 


your hands, but follow the fortune 
of what you have already loft. Dear 
Sir, let me deſire you to exerciſe the 
ſame reſignation to the will of Pro- 
vidence that I do, and chearfully 
bear up under 1lls that cannot now 
be cured, but may 1n time be over- 
come. Adieu for the preſent, and 
be aſſured, that Mr. Diaper is ever 
in the mind and thoughts of his af- 


fectionate 


© SUSANNA BELLAIR.' 


© Diſintereſted creature! generous 
maid ! may thy excellences prove à 
pattern to thy ſex, and atone for 
the faults of a thouſand leſs worthy 
fair-ones! Curſed be the pen that 
prophanes the glorious, the reſplend- 


ent kind, with malicious ſlander or 


envenomed fatire! May that writer, 
who arraigns them all without di- 
ſtinction, never be revived by their 

chearing 
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e chearing one may their delicate 


«© ſoftneſs of ſoul, and innate genero- 
e ſity, never ſoothe his black, his 
* gloomy ideas, or chace away his 
meditative ſpleen! Come, ye balmy 
influences, ye beings breathing in- 
effable delight and fair unclouded 
peace, in all your radiant beauties, 
and gild each duſky ſcene of mortal 
woe! Tranſported with the know- 
ledge cf your faithfulneſs and truth, 
your natural rectitude of ſentiment, 
your nice diſcernment, and the joys 
yon diffuſe around you, 1, 3 monkey 
hail that great creating Power, 
whoſe orks were chearleſs dark, 
till you wer? formed, for ſuch a pre- 
cious valued gift as you, It was 
the: that lordly man began to live, 
began to tale of happineſs, ſur- 
pativa !, ne but that of Heaven 
it (cif! it was you refined his groſs 
material frara*, and taught the every 
art hat meliorates our ſouls; you 
© are the ſountains whence all the 


* 
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© ſweet civilities of lite derive their 


* ſpring and ſource! Pain, with all 
© it's writhing pangs, it's fell diſtor- 


© tions, vaniſhes before your gladden- 


© ing ſmiles; and carking care, corrod- 
© ing melancholy, with all it's brood- 
© ing train of dark chimeras, fly your 
© enlivening glances ! 


e Oh, woman! lovely woman]! nature form'd 
| cc you | 
& To temper man, we had been brutes with- 
© out you.“ 


My friend was no ſooner reſtored to 


himſelf, than, as if we were alternately 


to want each other's aid, I drooped 
again, and reſigned myſelf, with more 
violence than before, to all the gloom 
my dark ideas ſpread around me; 
which went ſo far as to render me al- 
moſt ineapable even of buſineſs, or 
common converſation, My maſter, 
good man, who uſed all his art todraw 


me from my untoward ſtate, by reaſon 


and argument, and who partly gueſſed 
the condition of my mind, by what he 
had heard paſs between me and his ſon 
at ſeveral times, thought he ought to 
neglect no longer informing my father 
of my ſituation, and his fears of the 
conſequences; and accordingly wrote 
him word, that if he thought the coun- 
try would contribute to reſtore me-to 
my ſelf, however he wanted me in Lon- 


don, I ſhould have liberty to return 
into Yorkthire for ſome time.. I was 
not apprized of this, till one morning 
he gave me a letter from home, which 
came incloſed in an anſwer to him; 
which, when he gave me, he told me 
he feared it contained ſome news that 


would be very ſhocking to me; but 


put me in mind, that we were with pa- 
tience to bear the misfortunes Heaven 
permitted to fall upon us, and not by 
idle murmurs againſt it's diſpenſations, 
or a too great indulgence of ſorrow, to 
provoke {till more it's diſpleaſure. I 
was ſtunned with this preface, but, O 
heaven and earth! what was my ſitua- 
tion when I read the following lines! 


© MY DEAR SON, 


« * HEN 1I reflect upon the vanity 


© and frailty of all mortal joys, 
© the uncertainty of life, the pains we 
daily, hourly, ſtruggle with, the 
© damp that ſucceeds our full-blown 
© hopes, and the brevity of our exiſt- 
© ence here, how much I deſpiſe the 
© avidity and eagerneſs we expreſs in 
© our worldly purſuits! Man that is 
born of a woman hath but a ſhort 
« time to live, and is full of miſery, is 
© the ſentence that awaits us at our 
births, and we feel the fatal effects 
© of it, through the whole courſe of 
© our pilgrimage, Let us, then, be re- 
* ſigned to the diſpoſal of that Being, 
« who orders every thing aright, and 
e whoſe ways are paſt finding out; let 
© us preſs torward to the end of our 
© race, and not ſuffer the accidents 
© that befal us here, to diſconcert us 
in our purſuits of a happier and bet- 
© ter ſtate, which ſurely awaits us at 
© the appointed time. Let us reflect 
© that we are formed for ſuch purpoſes 
£ 1n this life, as immoderate grief and 
© overbearing ſorrow will unfit us for; 
© and that we commit the greateſt) of 
© crimes, if we incapacitate ourſelves 
© for thoſe uſes for which Providence 
© has deſigned us. You are young, 
you are capable of being ſerviceable 
© to yourſelf and others; God has 
given you an upright mind and an 
« underſtanding heart; ftrive to exer- 
« cile thoſe gifts in a proper manner, 
© by applying yourſelf to the duties 
© of your profeſſion. I command you 
“to do ſo as a father, I exhort you as 
© a divine, I conjure you as a Chriſ- 
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loſopher! Oh, my ſon! I muſt, not- 
withſtanding, confeſs my weakneſs 
as a man, and feel for you all the 

2ins the mournful intelligence I am 
going to give you will occaſion you! 


Your poor Louiſa 1. no more—a fa- 


tal illneſs carried her to the joys of 
immortality, near a fortnight ago— 
in Somerſetſhire. All the country 
mourns the Joſs of ſo much good- 
neſs and perfection, and your poor 
mcther is inconſolable on her own 
account, and diſtracted for fear of 
the conſequences it may produce to 
you. We received this advice from 


Sir Walter himſelf, who ſays, now, 


he wiſhes ſome things had not hap- 
pened, which he fears gave her great 
uneaſineſs: he ſeems to feel all the 
grief that a father muſt feel on ſuch 
an occaſion; and as he, of his own 
accord, fent for me to acquaint me 
with the news, I endeavour ail I can 
to conſole him. Remember, ſon, 
the wile conduct and excellent beha- 
viour of that prudent maid we have 
fo immaturely loſt; think how ſhe 
would have behaved, had ſhe heard 
the news of your deceaſe; ſhe would 


her duty to God, were too ſtrongly 
impreſſed upon her mind to permit 
her to indulge her bewailings to a 
criminal exceſs. Look upon your- 
ſelf as ſtill obliged to purſue the 
maxims I am ſure ſhe muſt have 
frequently laid down to you, and 


ſtrive to make up her loſs to the 


world, by copying all her virtues. 
'Your maſter is under as great afflic- 
tion for you as I am: conſider, he 
now wants your ſervice more than 
ever, and let your gratitude to him, 


your love of your worthy friend, 


your reſpect to me and your mother, 
and your own good, rouze you from 
unavailing ſorrow and impious com- 


plaints againſt the conduct of Provi- 


dence. Sir Walter has diſcarded the 


ſquire; and, which is ſomewhat ex- 


traordinary, preſents his love to you, 
and wiſhes you would forget the in- 
juries you have received from him. 
Jam, your ever-affetionaie and ten- 
der father, | 


© WILLIAM THOMPSON,” 


out again into an ocean of difficulties, 
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tian, and I call upon you as a phi- 


The ravings of the damned, the 
howls of the tortured wretch in the 


vaults of the cruel Inquiſition, the 


ſtarts of the bewildered madman foam. 
ing in his fits of frenzy, methinks, 
could be no more than a picture of 
what I felt at the reading of this let. 
ter, which ſoon flung me into a vio- 
lent fever, in the deliriums of which 
I inceſſantly called out upon my lovely 
and unfortunate Louiſa. I recovered, 
indeed, by the ſtrength of my conſt. 
tution, the care of my phyſicians, and 
the kind attendance of the family, 
which was involved in more grief on 


my account, than on account of their 


own misfortunes : but my mind, quite 


- jaded and fatigued, ſunk into a ſtate - 


of ſtupid quietiſm, and I barely moved 
as it were by clock-work; and yet, 
that I might have ſtill an added weight 
of affliction, about this time, my dear- 
elt maſter, preſſed on every fide by his 
creditors, was forced to conſent to a 
flatute of bankruptcy, in which his ſon 
was joined. How ſerenely, with what 
fortitude this good man behaved under 
ſo grievous a calamity, would ſhame 
deſcription; he gave way to no fretful 


repinings, but ſeemed to meet the ruin 
have mourned greatly, no doubt; o 


but her ſentiments of religion, and 


his affairs with a compoſure that 
aſtoniſhed every one 'that knew the 
happineſs and proſperity he had fallen 
from! If he had any great concern, it 
was on my friend's account; who, by 
this mortifying ſtroke, was reduced to 
a neceſſity of beginning the world 
anew, and who felt more pungent ſor— 
row than can be expreſſed. I was fo 


afflicted at the ill fortune of this well- . 


beloved family, with whoſe fate my 
own was ſo linked, that I was incapa- 
ble either of giving or receiving com- 
fort; and my maſtereven deſcended ſo 


far, as to endeavour to moderate the 
tranſports of my ſorrow, with a ten- 


derneſs that only ſerved to increaſe my 
trouble. When the commiſſioners 
had concluded their proceedings, every 
creditor received ſixteen ſhillings in the 
pound, and were ſo affected with the 
fairneſs, juſtice, and equity of Mr. 
Diaper's proceedmgs, and the regu- 
larity of his accounts, that they prof- 
fered to take half the ſum, if he 
would again enter into trade; but he 
was now advanced in years, and ex- 
preſſed ſo much averſion to launching 


that 
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that they found it in vain to perſuade 
him, and therefore made my friend a 
preſent of three hundred guineas, in 
token of their reſpect. My maſter 
had ſtill his wife's jointure to live up- 
on, which he ſaid would be abun- 
dantly ſufficient to make the remainder 
of his days happy, in a retreat, free 
from the noiſe, hurry, and uncertain- 
ties, of the buſy life he had led, and 
which now he was quite ſick of: it was 
near 2001. per aun. on which the cre- 
ditors could form no pretenſions, and, 
indeed, were ſo far from doing it, 
that they made his lady a preſent of 
great part of her plate, and other valu- 
able moveables. When all the infer- 
nal hurry of this affair was over, my 
maſter called me to him one morning, 
and thus addreſſed me. * My dear 
© Thompſon, you ſee the end of all 
© my pains and care to provide, as I 
© intended to do, for your friend, and 
© the diſappointments that have ruined 
my ſchemes of happineſs; and that 
© now-I have left but juſt enough in 
© the world to live in a genteel privacy 
* with my family: alas! my dear, one 
«© of my greateſt troubles ſprings from 
© the knowledge I have, that I cannot 
o 
c 
c 
* 
0 
o 


do the juſtice I intended to your me- 


rit, fidelity, and the affection you 
have ever ſhewn to me and mine, 
which, however, I hope Heaven will 
graciouſly reward in the future 
courſe of your life.” Here the good 
man wept, and my tears flowed with - 


out intermiſſion: I could juſt bring 


out, Oh, Sir—you are too kind—1 
© don't deſerve a thought of yours 
© ſhould be thrown away upon me; 
* your misfortunes preſs me too hard 
© I ſhall never overcome them.*—* Say 
© not ſo, child, I beſeech you, he re- 


plied; and, after ſome pauſe, went on- 


thus. I had fondly hoped to have 
* made you for ever one of my family, 
* as you know, by taking you into the 
© buſineſs, which I ſhould then have 
© retired from, and left to you and my 


* fon, whoſe love to you is greater 
than that of a brother; but you tee 


© Providence has otherwiſe diſpoſed of 
© events, and we muſt reſt contented. 
© My fon, I find, is quite averſe to 
* following his buſinets, and I am 
making intereſt to get him to go to 
* the Eaſt Indies, in quality of one of 
* the Company's ſupercargoes; in which 


* 


poſt he imagines he may have an op- 
portunity of acquiring another for- 
tune, ſufficient to make him happy 
with the young lady you are ac- 
quainted with. I vill ever ſtudy to 
do you, my dear, all the ſervice I am 
capable of; and my intereſt in the 
world, I thank God, is not in the 
leaſt affected by my late diſaſter. I 
am ſenſible you muſt wait your good 
father's pleaſure, before you can 
determine as to your deſtination; 
and, till you hear from him, let my 


of ſervitude; you have behaved too 


ſerve any one elſe as an apprentice. 
I hope your mind will recover it's 
former ſerenity, and I adviſe you to 
take care of your conduct, ſeeing, 


pole you intend, you will find a fair 
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your parents, and of ſervice to man- 
kind.“ My heart was fo full, I 
could return no other anſwer, than my 
kiſſing his hand, and bathing it with 
my tears; and the idea of the total 
loſs of my friend's company (for I 
had neyer heard him mention his de- 
ſign of going abroad) was more than 
I could well bear. My miſtreſs and 
her ſon ſoon after entered the room, 
and gave me joy of my freedom; which 
informed them was not a ſtate at all 
difterent from what I had ever enjoy- 
ed, from the firſt minute I was bound 
apprentice, by their kindneſs and good - 
neſs. Mr. Diaper would provide a 
{upper upon the occaiion, and we ſpent 


the night as agreeably as we could be 


ſuppoſed to do after all the late occur- 
rences, | 


CHAP. XXXIL 


MR. DIAPER DISCOVERS HIS PUR- 
POSE TO THOMPSON—HE TAKES 
LEAVE OF MISS BELLAIR — IS 

O2 ACCOMPANIED 
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houſe in the country be your home: 
I here give you up your indenture, 
and ſet you free from all obligations 


well for me to deny you the little 
time that is to run of the ſeven 
years, and I would not oblige you to, 


if you enter into buſineſs, as I ſup- 


character will ever be your greateſt. 
good in all the dealings you will be 


maiter; and I hope you will behave 
in tuch a manner, as to be an ho- 
nour and credit to me, a bleſſing to 
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ACCOMPANIED TO GRAVESEND 


BY THOMPSON AND PRIG—THEIR 
TENDER FAREWEL — HE EM- 
BARKS FOR CHINA — MEETS 
WITH AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE 
AT BLACKWALL—HER STORY, 


AND DEATH — THEY SAVE A 


WOMAN FROM DROWNING — 


WHO SHE PROVES TO BE—SE- 


QUEL OF HER STORY. 


A ſoon as my friend and myſelf 


in deſigning to leave me alone and for- 
lorn, to tempt the rage of angry ſeas, 


and tempeſtuous ſkies, with all the 


dangers of unuſual climates: he told 
me he had reſolved not to apprize me 
of it till he was ſure of the time of 
his going, as he could not bear to an- 
ticipate my uneaſineſs; that he had 
great conflicts with himſelf before he 
came to the reſolution of going abroad, 


but found it the readieſt way to regain 
the ſtate he had loſt, and to make him- 
ſelf, and his charming Bellair, happy. 


I told him I thought he had no occa- 


ſion to attempt, by this way, to ac- 


quire a fortune; that he might be ſure 
of Miſs Sukey's venturing all for his 
ſake, and that, as my father would, 


no doubt, put me into trade with five 


or fix thoutand pounds, which ſhould 
be employed in our mutual behoof, 
with his father's ſet of cuſtomers, and 
our aſſiduity, we might ſoon be in a 
condition not to be deſpiſed. Ke em- 
braced me at this offer, but deſired me 
not to diſſuade him from his reſolu- 
tion; which only gave him pain, as he 
was to part from the object of his 
wiſhes, ſo dear a friend, and ſuch 
good parents: and then, reſuming a 
vivacity which had been long baniſhed 


from him, cried out, Come, my 


« dear boy! I prefage that we ſhall 
© both yet be compleatly happy, if 


you can but forget one fatal ſtroke, 


« which I hope you will, before I ſee 


« you again, I was obliged, at 


length, to acquieſce, with a ſorrowful 


heart, to his reſolves, and attended 


him to take leave of Miſs Bellair, who 
was come to town ä few days ſince 
with her brother and his family, and 
he had already viſited them, and re- 
luctantly brought her to conſent to his 
going. He was to embark in two 
days time, and was on the morrow to 


were alone, I poured out my 
eomplaints of his unkindneſs to me, 


take his leave of the Directors, who 
had appointed him a very good ſtation, 
that of Canton in China. Their 
adieu was too tender for even the 
ſtanders-by to ſupport with dry eyes; 
and, after vows of eternal truth and 
conſtancy, they parted, but both of 
them, as well as Mr. Bellair and his 
ſpouſe, inſiſted I ſhould viſit them ag 
often as I poſſibly could; which 1 
promiſed, with a great deal of pleaſure, 
The parting between him and his pa. 
rents was little leſs tender, and he ſet 
out the next evening, with myſelf and 


- Prig, who were reſolved: not to leave 


him till we ſaw the ſhip under fail. 


We arrived at Graveſend at about ten 


o'clock at night, and he found, at the 
Swan, the reſt of his brother-ſuper. 


_ cargoes, who were appointed to the 


ſame ſhip, the „of thirty. 
two guns, and one hundred and fifty 
men, commanded by Captain Friend. 
ly. We ſpent two days here very 
—_— ſave that the continual 
gloom of my mind gave my friend 
great uneaſiueſs, who charged Prig to 
be as much with me as poſſible, and 


_ endeavour, all he could, to divert my 
melancholy; telling him he ſhould 


expect his friend at his hands, ſafe and 
well, at his return. Prig, had, in- 
deed, behaved, ever fince our arrival 
from Yorkſhire, with jo much friend- 
ſhip and reſpect, and his character was 
fo much altered, that we both con- 
ceived a great value for him ; which 
was heightened by the diſintereſted 
concern he had thewed in the late tran- 
factions. of my maſter, who had been 
of great ſervice to him in his profeſ- 
ſion. The wind ſhifting favourably, 
and every thing ready for ſailing, now 
began the taſk of parting, which we 
were both incapable to ſupport with 
the decency we had reſolved to ſupport 
it; we wept, and betrayed ſo much 


real ſorrow, as amazed all the ſtand- 


ers-by; rough, unpoliſhed feamen, 
who were not capable of the delicate 
ſenſations, ſo warm and lively a friend- 
ſhip as ours was capable of inſpiring. 
Far as our eyes could ſtrain, we mark- 
ed each other, till the leſſening ſhip en- 
tirely mocked the fight. A thouſand 
times I implored the merciful Ruler of 
the world to return him in ſafety to 
his friends embraces, and his native 
country, happy and proſperous! We 
returned to London by water, the next 
| | morning, 
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morning, in a boat we had hired for 
that purpoſe; and, paſſing by Black- 
wall, our curioſity led us on board a 


ſkip that was receiving the criminals, 


from three or four covered lighters, for 


tranſportation to the American colo- 


nies. As we were attentively view- 
ing theſe unhappy, hardened wretch- 
es, as they came up the ſhip's fide, a 
woman, in tattered weeds, all pale and 
wan, with the ſymptoms of death m 
her face, who was forced to be ſup- 
ported up the fide by ſeveral ſailors, 
arreſted my ſight, and preſented the 
remains of a face, that, methought, I 
very well remembered, and ſoon re- 


collected to be that of the perfidious 


and deſigning Nanny, who had ſerved 
me ſuch a trick, in conjunction with 
Packer, and Jaid the foundation of all 
my former diſquiets. Her condition, 


_ notwithſtanding, gave me pain, and 


ſhe no ſooner fixed her eyes on me, 
than ſhe fainted away. As ſoon as ſhe 
recovered her ſenſes, I would have 
gone away; but ſhe called me with a 
weak and hollow voice, and deſired to 
ſpeak to me. I approached her, and 


the poor creature fell upon her knees, 


and hoped I would forgive her for the 
injuries ſhe had formerly done me; to 
which I was going to reply, when one 
of the officers offered me the uſe of his 
cabbin, if the young woman had any 
thing to ſay to me; which I accepted, 
and ſhe crawled in after us, as well as 
ſhe could, where ſhe addreſſed herſelf 
to me in this manner. Oh, Sir! 
© how ſhall J look you in the face, af- 
ter what you know of me! that vil- 
© lain that firſt debauched me, ſoon af- 
ter you ſo juſtly abandoned me, left 
me in want and miſery, which obliged 
me to ſeek a ſubſiſtence by the moſt 
* abhorred of ways, that of proſtitu- 
tion, at an houſe of ill fame in Co- 


* vent Garden, where he had before 


often carried me, and would have 
© perſuaded me to go to lodge. Here 
] was long ſubject to the loathſome 
* embraces of all comers and goers, 


* till a vile diſtemper obliged me to 


* undergo a ſalivation; which, being 
* unſkilfully managed, left me in a 
* molt deplorable condition, having to- 
* tally ruined my complexion and 


* conſtitution. Perfect want induoed 


* me, one night, to pick a gentleman's 


pocket, who patled through the 


Strand; for which fact I was tried 
* at the Old Bailey, and am ordered 
* for tranſportation, to which you 
© may perceive I am going, with the 
* reſt of theſe unhappy creatures. I 
© am ſo ill now, that I can ſcarce ſup- 


port myſelf whilſt I tell you this, 


© and hope a few hours will eaſe me 
of all my miſeries together, by 
death! I truſt I have made my peace 
© with Heaven; and, if you will mer- 


« cifully forgive me, I thall die with 


© ſatisfaction,” She wept, and J told 
her I freely forgave her, and hoped, 
as ſhe had repented of her crimes, 
Heaven would forgive her too. She 
ſhewed the utmoſt joy at this; and, 


whilſt ſome refreſhments were provid- 


ing, which we ordered for her, I aſk- 
ed her if her father and mother were 
alive; but ſhe informed me they were 
both dead, and ſhe feared had broke 
their hearts at the bad courſes ſhe had 
takenz the remembrance of which 
drew a ſigh, which ſeemed to proceed 
from the bottom of her heart. We 


both gave her money, and hoped ſhe 
would live to make amends for her 


faults, and once more be happy; 
which words were hardly out of our 
mouths, when ſhe dropped down be- 


fore us; and, upon ſtooping to raiſe 


her up, we found the unfortunate wo- 
man had breathed her laſt. 

So ſudden an exit ſurprized us, and 
we could not help reflecting on the in- 
cident, as a freſh mark of the ſuper- 


intendeney of Providence, which had 


directed me to call on board that veſ- 
fel, by which I was able to ſpeak 


peace and comfort to the ſoul of this 


departing inſtance of it's diſpleaſure. 
Our boat had ſcarce carried us half 
a mile from this melancholy ſcene of 
human wretchedneſs, when another 
boat, in paſſing us, ran foul of a ſhip's 


hawſer, and overſet, before we had 


even an opportunity to fix our eyes 
upon it, ſo much as to diſcern if there 
were any paſſengers in it; but we or- 


dered our waterman to lie upon his 
oars, to be of what ſervice we poſſibly 
could, if there were any perſons in 


danger. Preſently a woman popped 
her head above water, at ſome diſtance 


from our ſtern ; and, at the fame time, 


the waterman came up, and began to 
ſwim towards us, and we ſoon took 


him in, whilſt the woman ſunk again, 


before 
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there happening to be no boat but ours 
near us at the time this unfortunate 
accident * 11 We watched ear- 


2 riſing the ſecond time, which 
ſhe did juſt at our boat's fide, when I 


ſeized her by the arm, and ſupported 


her, with her head above water, till Prig 
and the waterman came to my aſſiſtance, 


and helped me to draw her in. She 


happened to. be the only paſſenger, fo 
that we applied ourſelves to bring her 
to her ſenſes, and held her up till ſhe 
had voided a prodigious quantity of 
water, which ſhe had ſwallowed ; and 
then the began to revive, Mr. Prig 
having, with a penknife, very dex- 
trouſly opened a vein in her arm. We 


ordered our man to row to the Surry 


ſhore; and, landing, the two water- 
men bore her between them to a pub- 
lick-houſe, where we got the landlady 
to put her to bed, and were reſolved 
to wait till ſhe was ſomewhat recover- 
ed of her weakneſs, and to ſee her 
home, as ſhe appeared, by her habit, 
to be no mean woman. 

Towards noon ſhe got up, and came 
down ſtairs into the room we were ſit- 


ting in, and returned us her thanks in 


a very grateful manner, for having 
ſaved her life. I diſcovered, the mi- 
nute I heard the voice, ſomewhat, me- 


thought, in the tone and manner of it, 


that was alittle known to my ears; 
and when, thereupon, I looked her 
ſteadily in the face, we both mu- 
tually betrayed ſigns of amazement, I 
diſcovering my Vauxhall harlot once 
more, and ſhe the benefactor who had 

relieved her after her being ducked by 
the mob a long time before. The 


confuſion ſhe was in, and the alteration 


her half-drowned condition had made 
in her fact and cloaths, when ſhe was 
in the boat, had hindered my recog- 
nition of her then; but now, I cried 
out, * What, Mrs. Tripſey, once 
more obliged tome?” adding—* Why, 


© my friend Prig, this, and the ad- 
venture before, would ſound very 
* romantically, if they were to be re- 
glad to ſee 


lated— However, I'm 
8 2 Madam, ſo well habited, and 
© hope you have forſaken your old 
© courſes.” She was ſo aſtoniſhed, ſhe 
could not ſpeak for ſome minutes; 
but, at length, aſſumed courage, and 
addreſſed us thus, 
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before aſſiſtance could be given her, | 
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TRIPS ETV. : 
Ntwithſtanding the bad - uſage, 


Sir, you received by my con- 
nivance, Heaven has made you my 
benefactor and ſaviour ; at once you 
have ſaved me from preſent and fy- 
ture deſtruction, for your good. 
neſs, more than any, thing elſe, de. 


termined me to forfake the vicious 


courles I was engaged in, and now 
you have given me my life: would 
to God, Sir, it were in my power to 
make you a proper return for theſe 
bleſſings ! but, as I am ſenſible of the 
generoſity of your mind, I know it 
will pleaſe you to hear that an un- 
fortunate fellow-creature is raiſed, 
by your means, from the loweſt 
depth of miſery to happineſs. 

© No creature ſure could be in greater 
diftreſs of body, or under greater 
tortures of ſonl, than I was, when 
you ſaw me ſo cruelly uſed by the 
barbarous hands of the unrelenting 
mob. You generouſly relieved me 
from the firſt, and your kind exhor- 
tations, and the reſolutions I made, 
conſequent thereto, in great meaſure, 
calmed the latter, All that day I 


choſe out the moſt unfrequented 


fields; and, by walking about, dried 
my cioaths upon my back, mean- 
while pondering what I ſhould take 
to for my future ſubfiſtence, and to 
ſupport me free from the wretched 
ways I had uſed, and the company who 
had been my ruin. I came of good 
parents, who died ſome years before 
my lapſe from goodneſs, leaying 
only myſelf and a brother, who was 
now, I knew, a ſubſtantial farmer in 
the county of Middleſex 3 but he 
had ſhewn ſo much deteſtation of 
me, on account of the courſes I had 
taken, that I found no encourage- 
ment in the thought of flinging my- 
ſelf upon his mercy and protection. 


I was muſing thus in my way, to 


town, and by the ſlowneſs of my 
motion, and want of attention tomy 


way, to be ſure, looked like one ot 


thoſe creatures I had formerly been; 
when a man on horſeback, in the 
road, called to me in a familiar ſtrain, 


and aſked me, how I did, and if 1 
would grant him a certain favour. 


I turned wy eyes at the ſound of the 
——— voice, 
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e voice, and perceived it was the ve 
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brother I had been thinking of pA 
intently, though I was certain, from 
the great alteration a length of time 
had made, he could not poſſibly 
know me. I thought this meeting 
was providential, and was willing to 
humour the matter, to ſee what lengths 
he might poſſibly go, before he knew 
me; and accordingly with a ſhy air at- 
tempted to croſs the road, at ſome diſ- 
tance below him; on which he alight- 
ed, and catching me by the arm, was 
going to uſe me ſomewhat roughly, 
for no pallengers were coming by, 
when I cried, “ Come, brother, you 


« are attempting to commit a greater 


« crime than you imagine!“ 
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words, and the ſound of my voice, 
truck him all on an heap, and he was 
ſome time before he came to himſelf, 


when I fell on my knees, told him 
my forlorn condition, my late praiſe- 
worthy reſolutions, and begged him 
to believe me, and ſhield me from 


vice and poverty! 

© He melted, at length; and, raiſing 
me, carried me to a publicx-houſfe at 
ſome diſtance, where he diſplayed all 
that love and affection, which, though 
it may be for a time ftifled, by little 
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ruffles and accidents of life, yet 


mult ſtill, one time or other, revive 
again, in the boſoms of near rela- 


tions, let their miſcondu& be ever 


ſo notorious, and got an horſe there 
for me to ride home-with him upon. 
J underſtood his wife had been dead 
near a twelve- month, and had left 
him two children, the care of whom 
and his houſe became my province; 
where J have lived ever ſince, in the 
utmoſt calm and content, hoping God 
will accept my ſincere repentance 
and amendment, and graciouſly par- 
don the numerous crimes I have 
committed. I was going to Green- 
wich, when the late r en ac- 


cident happened to me, which you, 


Sir —and that gentleman — ſo gene- 


rouſly relieved me from, for which I 


Mall pray for eternal bleſſings on your 
heads. | 


We were pleaſed with this ſhort nar- 


ration, careſſed her, and encouraged 
her in her purſuit of virtue and ſo- 
briety ; and, after dinner, ſaw her into 
another boat, in which ſhe purſued her 
voyage; and we, full of the odd adven- 


tures we had met with, returned tg 


London. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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LIFE any ADVENTURES 
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JOE THOMPSON. 


VOLUME THE SECOND. 


CHAP, I, 


MR. DIAPER AND HIS FAMILY RE- 
TIRE INTO THE COUNTRY— 
THOMPSON RETURNS FROM 
THENCE, AND TAKES A LODGING 
IN LONDON — ALMOST CON- 
STANTLY AT MR. BELLAIR'S— 
THE MANNER OF EMPLOYING 
THIS LEISURE TIME—HEARS 
FROM ARCHER—CONTRACTS AN 
AVERSION FOR WOMEN—VISITS 
A SUBURBIAN CLUB WITH MR, 
DEACON—SACCOUNT OF THAT 

ABSURD SET OF PEOPLE, AND 
THEIR CONVERSATION — RE- 
CEIVES A LETTER FROM MR. 


DIAPER, DATED LISBON, 
OON after I came to 


* ' Þ London, Mr. Diaper, 
8 having ſettled all his af- 
FY fairs, ſet out for his coun- 
try-houſe, where he pro- 
poſed to ſpend the re- 
mainder of his days, and where I could 
not be excuſed from accompanying 
him. From thence I wrote to my fa- 
ther an aceount of my preſent ſituation, 
and prayed his directions how to diſ- 
poſe of myſelf: at the ſame time giving 
him an hint, that I ſhould be glad to 
enter into another employ than that 1 


had been engaged in; and, if he con- 
ſented to it, had much rather follow 
the example of my friend, and ſpend 


two or three years abroad, which 


would in all probability. conduce to 
wear off the melancholy gloom that 
oppreſſed my mind. The ſolitude 1 
indulged in this receſs, though at firſt 
it humoured my diſpoſition, and gave 
a ſcope to my perpetual ideas of my 
lovely loſt . and my abſent 
friend and partner in affliction, yet it 
ſoon grew dangerous for me to ſtay 
there longer, for fear of entirely un- 
hinging myſelf for the purſuits of life, 
which were now become neceſſary to 
me; and therefore I took leave of my 


. worthy maſter and miſtreſs, who made 


me promiſe to ſee them every week or 
fortnight, to conſole them for the loſs 


of their ſon, and returned to London, 


where I took an apartment in Red Lion 
Street, Holborn, till T ſhould other- 
wiſe diſpoſe of myſelf. I almoſt every 
day paid a viſit at Mr. Bellair's, which 
was now the only comfort I received, 
and was much edified by the company of 
that worthy family ; Miſs Sukey lived 
quite recluſe, and ſeldom would ſee any 
company but me, and then her converſa- 
tion ran wholly upon her dear Diaper, 
whoſe health we were continually 
drinking. Theſe amiable perſons ſo 
ſincerely ſympathized with me in the 
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110 ok THOMPSON. 
loſe of my Louiſa, that my melan-— ſex ſince my Eouiſa's death, which 


choly was always diſpelled in ſome 
meaſure by their ſociety ; but, in a few 
weeks, I loſt even that conſolation, by 
their departure into the country, where 
they would fain have had me bear 
them company. Now, my only relicf 


lay in the converſation of Prig and 


Mr. Deacon, who entered into all my 
concerns, and behaved in the kindeit 
manner, and once a week I generally 
went over to fee Mr, and Mrs. Dia- 
per. I employed myſelf ſometimes in 
writing to my friend, Mr. Goodwill, 


his ſpouſe, and poor Fidele, who were 


all under great concern at my loſs; 
but Fidele was quite inconſolable, and 
had taken on ſo much at the death of 
her miſtreſs, that they Feared ſhe would 


fling herſelf into a conſumption. I 
wrote her word, that I would for ever 


take care of her, and deſired Mr. 
Goodwill to let her have whatever mo- 


ney ſhe wanted, which I would repay 
him again. She frequently went over 


to ſee my mother,, with whom alſo 
Mrs. Goodwill had commenced an ac- 


þ gut I received a letter from 


rcher about this time, informing me, 
that he was become a dealer himſelf, 
and went on with great ſucceſs : as to 


poor Sharpley, I had heard nothing 


from him a conſiderable time, nor knew 


in what part of the world he at preſent 
was. My father wrote me word, that 


J might ſtay where I was, and take a 


little pleaſure, till he came up to Lon- 
don, to talk with and ſee me ſettled, 


which he propoſed to do in about three 
months. In the intervals of my other 
avocations, I endeavoured to make 
myſelf maſter of ſeveral branches of 
learning I had not touched on before; 
and, merely by way of, amuſement, 
"went, through the ſtudy of navigation, 
which yielded me great pleaſure. Still 


the image of my Louiſa remained be- 


fore my eyes, and I every now and 
then fell into the moſt cruel deſpon- 
dency, and called aloud for death to 


relieve me from my torments. I found 


it ſo dangerous to be alone, that I en- 


couraged my friend Prig to call upon 


me as often as he had an inclination, 
and forced myſelf to partake of all the 
diverſions and amuſements he propo- 
ſed; but thoroughly conceived an aver- 
ſion for the company of women, which 
at firſt was inſpired by a certain deli- 
cacy of never taking any delight in the 


vas a reſolution I "ſo conſtantly ſup- 


ported, that at length I even grew 


moroſe and unmannerly, and would 


abruptly. leave any company upon a 
lady's entrance. Mr. Deacon, though 
an excellent man, had one prevailin 

foible; he loved his bottle, and had a 


club for eyery night, where he often 


importuned me to accompany him, 
under the notion of keeping up good 
company and fellowſhip. I was one 
evening perſuaded to go with him to 
one of thoſe meetings, which gave me 
ſuch an idea of the folly and abturdity 
of ſpending time in a promiſcuous 
company, of that awhile away ftrain, 


that I cannot help drawing, the picture 
of it, not doubting but it is a pattern 


of molt others in this metropolis. At 


our entrance, we were ſaluted by three 


or four perſons, to whom Mr. Deacon 
preſented me, and excuſed his breaking 
in upon the rules of the company, by 


bringing a ſtranger without leave; we 


then ſeated ourſelves, and a profound 
ſilence enſued of near twenty minutes, 
which was interrupted by Mr. Shuttle, 
a weaver, who obſerved, that it was 
the fineſt day we had had for a fort- 
night paſt, which he was very glad of, 
as the next day he was to go to a pariſh 
feaſt at Barnet, Mr. Burniſh, a brazier, 
replied, that he had been invited to go 
there too, but that Mr. Tunbelly, the 
churchwarden, had never had a gooſe 
at any one of his feaſts, which was a 
thing he greatly loved, and could not 
imagine he had any averſion to it him- 
ſelf, for which reaſon, he was ſure it 
was always omitted as an affront to 
him. Mr. Shuttle then gave a long 


account of a dinner he eat the day be- 


fore with Juſtice Mittimus, in which 
he particularly praiſed the chicken and 
aſparagus,” and concluded with ob- 
ſerving, that the juſtice-did nothing 
without his advice. Immediately the 
doors were thrown open, and in came 
the juſtice himſelf, at which all the reſt 


raiſed themſelves up; and lowly bowed; 


he was a pretty large made man, of a 
venerable aſpect, and a deal of gravity, 
who ſaluted every body by name; but 
obſerving me, was going to retreat ina 
huff, if Mr. Deacon had not pacified 


him, by aſſuring him I was his friend, 


© Oh! oh! very well, very well! How 


do you do, Sir?” And, ſoon after ſeats 


ing himſelf, lugged the leg of a 2 


** „ KM 2 „2 
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from one of his pockets, and a lunch 


of bread and cheeſe from the other, 


and would inſiſt upon it every body 
ſiould eat with him; ſome compli- 
ments, beſtowed by, Mr. Shuttle on the 


goodneſs of the fowl, produced an ac- 
count from Mr. Magiſtrate of it's 


cheapneſs, and a digreſſion of the price 


of beef, and the inſolence of the butch-. 


ers of Newgate Market. This over, 


in came Mr. Snap, the juſtice's clerk, 


with a warrant to ſign, which obliged 
the juſtice to put on his ſpeckacles, 


notwithſtanding which he would have 


ſegned it at the wrong end, if his clerk 


had not directed his hand. © You know. 


« what the affair is, Mr. Snap, I ſup- 


© pole?*'—* Yes, Sir,” replies the clerk, - 


it is about an aſſault.—“ Oh, ho! 


© js it ſoꝰ Send them to Bridewell, then.“ 


Ves, Sir, ſays the clerk, who 


could hardly contain himſelf, I made 


the commitment out for that place.” 
The clerk diſmiſſed, and ſupper ended, 
his worſhip took up the 
ing one, after offering his tobacco to 
the whole company to ſmell to, ſaying 
it was the beſt in Chriſtendom, he 


7 0 out a glaſs, and drank the king's 


ealth. Another pauſe of filence en- 


ſued, till the health went round, when 
Captain Swagger, a ſea-officer, en- ' 


tered upon politicks, by ſwearing it 
was ſhameful. England ſhould ever be 


in peace, ſince ſhe got more by war; 
adding, that he did not doubt of ſeeing 


us ſoon maſters of France, Spain, and 
the Indies, if we did but exert our 
naval ſtrength as we did in Edward the 
Third's time: the juſtice be obſerved, 
that the captain muſt be miſtaken, for 
he never had heard of a man of war in 
thoſe days; the captain ſwore by G—d 
there was, and that they were called 
the Cinque Ports, from their being 
five of them. Mr. Shuttle obſerved, 
that France never could be conquered, 
it was ſo much bigger than England, 
which the juſtice diſputed, and ſaid, 
England he was ſure was bigger, and 
applied to me for a deciſion, ſaying, I 
looked as if I had been abroad, and 
could certainly tell, I was fearful of 
offending either ſide, ſo contented my- 
ſelf, by telling him, that what was 
called L'Ifle de France, where the city 
of Paris ſtood, was muc 
England; at which he ſet up a laugh 
of triumph, telling Mr. Shuttle, it 
vas hard if he ſhould not know, when 


pipes, and fill- 


leſs than 


1 
he had Berry's map of France in his 


parlour, and his wife had an uncle 
who was cock to the po of Orleans. 
This proud vaunt was concluded with 
a bumper, in which he drank confu- 
ſion to Cardinal Fleury, and damna- 
tion to the French king. Now they 
began to be noiſy, and talked in ſepa- 
rate ſets about their wives and chil- 


dren, and their ſeveral profeſſions, | 


which was interrupted by Mr. Bonnet, 
the peruke-maker's ſinging a bawdy 
ſong, to which Mr. Shuttle, licking 
his lips, cried © Ozcour!” ſoon after 
wards the juſtice fell ſleep, Shuttle 
got drunk ana abuſed the.captain, the 
captain ſtruck him, the tables were 
overturned, and we thought it, high 
time to pay our ſhot, and move off;.. 
which we did, Mr. Deacon aſſuring 
me, as we went home, that, if I had 
nat been a ſtranger, I ſhould have 
heard very good converſation; but did 
not doubt I ſhould be made amends the - 
„„ ft is 
When I arrived at home, I made 
many reflections upon what the world 
generally calls converſation, which is 8 
ſo far from being what is really in- . 
tended by the word, that it is rather a 
perverſion of it; and though perhaps 
twenty thouſand people in London meet 
every night for that purpoſe, one might 
ſafely lay an even wager, that ſcarce 
an ISA. ever partake of the 
ſweets of that enlivening and imprqying 
banquet, or underſtand. what conver 
. NE 
In ſix weeks after my friend's de- 
parture, upon a viſit to Mr, Diaper, - 
I found he had juſt received a letter 
from him, by way of Liſbon, where 
they had been obliged to touch to refit, 
having met with a ſtorm in the Bay of 
Biſcay, which had done them con- 
ſiderable damage. There was alſo a. 
letter for me, one for Mr. Bellair, and 
another for Miſs Sukey, both which 


Mr, e deſired me to take the 


charge of tranſmitting, which I did 


accordingly. My letter was to the 


following effect 


© MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, a ' 

g AF TER a tempeſtuous voyage, - 
+> © which has already well-ſeaſoned 

© me to my new life, we have put 
* into Liſbop, to repair our ſhattered 
« yelilel, from whence I take an oppor- 
* tunity of writing to you and the reſt 
7% of 
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of my friends. Alas! I did not 
know half the pain I ſhould feel in 
this ſeparation from every mag that 
is dear to me! My endearing Sukey 
runs for ever in my mind, and I ſur- 
vey the awful diftance that will ſe- 
parate us ſtill more and more with a 
terror that I cannot deſcribe. I have 
© no one now to tell my griefs to, and 
I] turn my eyes in vain on every fide 


a & a a a a K & 


© to find my dear Thompſon, to ſolace 


© and comfort me in my diſtreſs. Oh! 
c had fortune kindly joined us both in 
£ the ſame adventure, I had then been 
happy; but now 1 5 


« Like the ſhip-wreck'd mariner, aghaſt, 

* On ſome curs'd barren ſhelve, I ſeek in 

Fe « yain, | | 

« With wand'ring eyes, for help in my 
e Qeſpair!” | | 


6 I hope this will find you, my ever- 
< valued aſſociate, in better health and 


« ſpirits than when the writer left you; 
© and that, if Providence ſends me 


again to reviſit my native ſkies, I 
© ſhall ſee you cured of a hopeleſs 
grief than can be of no avail to re- 
cal the precious ſaint you have loſt, 


ho now perhaps attends and watch- 
© es over your ſteps as your guardian- 


s _— | AY 

41 have deſired my dear father to 
© put my letter to the charmer of my 
© ſoul into your hands, truſting to 
© your care for it's ſafe conveyance. 
: hill I write my hand ſhakes, and 
I tremble with apprehenſion at what 
may have happened ſince my depar- 


© ture! Oh! this cruel uncertainty, 
that diſtance creates, of what paſſes, 
js grieyous! Often I wiſh I had the 


© power of tranſporting myſelf with a 
thought from place to place, to ſolve 


my doubts of your healths and proſ- 


5 perity. You may now, with every 
C 92's elſe that I love and eſteem, 
© have become the prey of Death's 
© dailyravages. Tormenting thought! 
© which I muſt not, will not, indulge; 
© for it would carry with it diſtraction 
© and madneſs My fincere reſpefts 
© attend Mr. Prig, who I hope never 
© leaves you long enough for you to 
© increaſe your melancholy. Our cap- 


- © tain and the reſt of our gentlemen 


© are very agreeable companions; and 
I am as happy as a man can poſſibly 


© be in my ſtation, and have hitherta 


« preſerved m health very well. A. 


© dieu, dear riend ; you will hardly. 


hear from me again till ſome home. 


© ward-bound ſhip comes from the 

© Indies; by the firſt of which, if 

© alive and well, I will not fail to 

© write to you, and every body elſe, at 

c orgs. ake care of my lovely maid, 

© and keep her mind as eaſy and com. 

< poſed as poſſible, whenever you have 
the happineſs to ſee her; though I 

© ſuppoſe ſhe is now gone with her bro- 
ther into the country. © 5 


© If, oh 2 Powers ſupreme, who ſtill pre. 
| © fide 
Oi er all events, and all our actions guide, 
© Virtue, and Virtue's votaries, are your care, 
6 3 the beſt of friends, and kindeſt 
© fair! | | 
© Shed balmy comfort, whereſoe'er they 
| © move, | | 
© Ah! cure an anxious grief from abſent 
© love! | 
© Reſtore to peace a mind in deep deſpair! 
And ſuffer patient calm to enter there! 
And, oh! protect me through the raging 
c main, 
© And fafe reſtore me to their arms again! 
© Rebuke the billows, that deſtructive roll, 
And ſpread their baneful rage from pole 
de pot 
Soft may the breezes fill the ſwelling ſail, 
© And no rude ſtorm deform the gentle gale! 


© Excuſe my numbers, and believe 
* me, my deareſt Thompſon, th eter- 
* nally- affectionate and fincere friend, 


W. DiarkR. 


4 H A p. II. 


HE, WITH PRIC, IS ATTACKED BY 
FOOTPADS—THEY TAKE THREE 
OF THEM»—ONE OF THEM PROVES 


TO BE PACKER—DISCOURSE BE 


TWEEN THOMPSON AND HIM 
HE IS COMMITTED TO NEWGATE, 
TRIED AT THE OLD BAILEY, CON- 
DEMNED, AND EXECUTED—0B- 
SERVATIONS ARISING FROM HIs 
BEHAVIQUR IN HIS LAST Mo- 
MENTS— MR. ARCHER AND MR. 
SHARPLEY ARRIVE IN TOWN, 


1 Diſpatched an anſwer to my friend 
by à ſhip that was juſt ſailing to 
Liſbon, which probably might arrive 
there time enough to give him the 
wiſhed intelligence how matters ſtood 
| In 
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in England; and, by the ſame con- 
veyance, ſent another letter to Archer. 

One evening, as Mr. Prig and my- 
ſelf were returning from Hampſtead, 
where we had taken an excurſion, ſome- 
whatlaterthan ordinary, on foot, think - 
ing it the ſafeſt way, we ſtruck through 
the fields between Kentiſh Town and 
Bloomſbury; and, for our better ſecu- 
rity, as there were many accounts of 
robberies committed between Hamp- 
ſtead and London, had drawn our 
hangers, which we carried naked in 
our hands, We had already croſſed 
three fields, and could plainly diſco- 
yer the lights from Red Lion Street 
and Queen's Square, ſo that we ima- 


gined we had got clear of any moleſta- 


tion; but we were miſtaken, for ſud- 
denly paſſing over a narrow cauſeway, 
two men jumped out of a ditch on one 
ſide, whilſt two others did the ſame on 
the other fide, and, with a multitude 
of oaths and execrations, ordered us 
to ſtand and deliver, or we were dead 
men. As we perceived each of them 
was armed with a piſtol, we did not 
think proper, for the ſake of a little 
money, to be fool-hardy, and ſo di- 
realy delivered our purſes to them; 
at the ſame time I told them we had 
no more, for our watches were left 
bebind us; and defired them to treat 
us like gentlemen. © Aye, ſo we will!“ 
ſays one of them, and immediately 


fired his piſtol, the ball of which graz- 


ed upon my ſhoulder, and took away 
a piece of my coat. We immediately 
concluded we were to expect no quar- 
ter from them, and therefore turning 
back to back, prepared to make the 
beſt defence we were able, and in that 
polition received the fire of another 
piſtol, two others flaſhing in the pan, 
without receiving any hurt, and then 
were attacked on all ſides with blud- 
geons, which they had concealed in 
their boſoms. We beſtirred ourſelves 
as nimbly s we poſſibly could, but yet 
were fearful we ſhould be overpowered 


with numbers, when a lucky ſtroke I 
made, cut one of the fellows down the 


ſhoulder ; and, ſhortening my hanger, 
which was a cut-and-thruft one, I ran 
it up to the gripe in his body, at which 
he gave a groan, and fell down at my 
feet. There needed no more to dif- 
hearten the reſt, who directly took to 
their heels; but we purſued them ſo 
nimbly, crying out, Thieves!“ ail 


148: 
the way, that, at the end of Red Lion 


Street, they were all three taken, and 
we immediately carried them into a 


publick-houſe till we could get more 
aſſiſtance, and convey them before a 


magiſtrate, We found no other offen- 
five weapons upon ſearching them 
but no ſurprize could be equal to 


ours, when, in the face of one of 


theſe footpads, we diſcovered the fea- 
tures of that villain Packer! I gave a 
great cry, occaſioned by my aſtoniſh- 
ment, and aſked him the reaſon he was 
not. contented with our money, but 
purſued our lives with ſo much inve- 
teracy, which had brought him into 
his preſent circumſtances. I added, I 
was ſorry to ſee him in ſuch a fituation, 


for he muſt now expect the reward due 


to ſo many crimes as he had been 
guilty of; at the ſame time wiſhing 
any other perſon had been the means 
of bringing him to juſtice. Heloured 
a ſcornful look, and ſwore nothing 
grieved him but that he had not been 
the death of me, for then hangin 

would have been but a trifle; * And 


« could I, ſays he, have found you 


cout, long ſince, T would have made 
you the victim of my reſentment.“ 


I told him I was ſorry his diſpoſition 


was ſo wicked; for though he had done 
me many injuries, and had well nigh 
cauſed the death of my friend, who 
was attacked by his procurement at 
Chelſea, yet I could not remember I 
had ever provoked him, by any thing 
I had ever tranſacted, to ſuch an in- 
human reſentment. * No!* he re- 
plied, was not you the means of 


turning me from Mr. Diaper's, by 


making yourſelf buſy with what you 


had no concern with?“ I aſſured him 
the contrary, and that what I did in 


that affair was what I merely thought 
my duty, and what I could not diſ- 
penſe with myſelf from doing, without 
mixing it with any thing perſonal 
againſt himſelf, more than the nature 
of the caſe required. By this time 
ſome perſons returned, with an account 
that the man who had fallen was dead, 
and a conſtable entering at the ſame 
time, though very late, we carried them 
before a neighbouring juſtice of the 
peace, and the matter was fo clearagainſt 
them, that he committed them all three 
to Newgate ; and, the ſeſſions being 
begun at the Old Bailey 
fore, the bill of indiò ment was found; 
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upon his former appearance and be- 
haviour, it gave me a melancholy con- 


cern to ſee ſuch an alteration. His 
preſent diſpoſition and temper, to be 


ores however, was natural; whereas 
the. ſobriety, he had formerly aſſumed, 
muſt have been all hypocriſy and gri- 
„ AMR 
„ ON | 3 
Packer had a great many friends; 
but his diſorderly behaviour had ſo in- 
4 . 16 ＋ N 1 1111680 1 
cenſed them, that no one would ſtir on 
his behalf; and, with the other crimi- 
nals, he was ſoon after executed at 


Tyburn, where he would make no 


confeſſion, but died in an hardened and 
ſenſeleſs diſregard to religion and here- 
after. Such was the end of this man; 
and, notwithſtanding the manifold in- 
juries I had received of him, it was 
with pain I conſidered myſelf as one 
of the inſtruments of his puniſhment. 
Mr. Diaper was alſo concerned at his 
fate; but it was contrary to all the 
maxims of reaſon, ſelf-defence, and 
regard to the publick, to endeavour to 


get him a reprieve, which otherwiſe, by. 


that gentleman's numerous friends, 
there would have been very little rea- 
ſon to doubt. How ſoon this death 
followed that of the unhappy woman 
he had debauched and ruined! and 
of which I was alſo a ſpectator! And 
the hand of Providence was fo viſible 
in their puniſhment here, that I hope 
we may entertain an opinion that mer- 
cy will be extended to them in a future 
ſtate, from that Being who is all for- 
giveneſs and forbearance, and of whom 
mercy is one of the greateſt and moſt 
ſublime attributes. 155 

I made many obſervations upon the 
behaviour of this man in his laſt mo- 
ments. One would be at a great loſs 
to conceive how a human creature, 
capable of reflection, can work him-. 


ſelf up into ſuch an utter inſenſibility, 


at an hour fo awful, as that of the ſe- 
pRraveg. of the ſou] from the hody, and 


4 


inſtances of this ſhocking ſtupidity, 


for ſtupidity it muſt be in ſuch inſtances 


as thels; where the wretch has not that 
| Innocence and purity, that conſciouſ- 
nels of having acted like a rational 


aunching into the boundleſs immenſe 
ocean of eternity; and yet we ſee daily 


JOE THOMPSON. 
they were tried the laſt day but one of 
the ſeſſions, and, upon the ſtrongeſt. 
eyidence, copdemned to die. Packer 
behaved with the utmoſt boldneſs dur- 
ing the whole trial; and, reflecting 


creature, and that * earneſt hope, that 
fond deſire, that longing after im- 
mortality l' which fills the heart, and 
ſipports the ſpirits, of the juſt man in 
his laſt moments. Annihilation would 
be more tolerable to them, were the 

to think at all, than a future late of 
exiſtence ; they would feel no * ſecret 
„ dread, nor inward horror, of fink. 
© ing into nought;' far from it, the 
thought would be agreeable, Igno. 
rance, ſuch. total ignorance, as I have 
obſerved, in ſome of the loweſt of our 
race, may be one reaſon of the uncon- 
cern at a circumſtance it is poſſible 
they know little of ; but may we not 
rather ſeek. for it, than in ignorance, 
and a falſe bravery, in the conſulta- 
tions they receive from the ordinary, 
the abſoſutions and promiſes he gives 
them ? He adminiſters the ſacraments, 


and aſſures them of pardon and remiſ- 


fon of fins, through the merits of 
Chriſt, Nothing can come nearer to 
the practices of the Roman Catholicks 
than this artificial aſſurance and com- 
fort given to the criminals; and 1 


think Dr. Mandeville's ſcheme would 


have a better effect both upon them and 
the ſpectators of their exit, when he 
adviſes not to proſtitute the ſacrament 
in that manner, but to ſuffer them to 
go full of deſpair, © weeping and gnaſh- 
ing their teeth, to the gallows; which 
perhaps would have a real good effect 
upon their minds, bring them to a 
ſenſe of their condition, and make 
their breathings, and ſore ſighings of 
heart, an acceptable ſacrifice for their 
ſins. Now, full of the notion, that, 
by ſaying they believe what the ordi- 
nary tells them, they ſhall be ſaved, 
adding thereto the ſacred ceremonics 


of the church, they think they may put 


on what appearance ſuits their tempers 
beſt at the ſhocking moment; and their 
natural vanity directs them to ſuch an 
one as ſhall gain the greateſt applauſc 
with the mob. The ordinary ſhould be 
honeſt enough to tell them the uncer- 
tainty, the evident uncertainty, of 
their repentances being received, when 
it is deferred to the laſt moment of 
life; that death - bed repentances are not 
worthy of that term, and that no one 
can be ſaid ſincerely to repent, unleſs 
he has an opportunity, and does amend 
his life; that, indeed, God is a Being 
of infinite mercy, and that he has 
great confidence, if they are truly ſin - 

; | gere, 
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cere, that their prayers, though late, 
may be received, and plead at the 
throne' of grace; and farther than this 
he ought not, nor ſhould not, preſume 
to go. | 
The proſecution we were thus obliged 
to, of theſe men, took us up a conſide- 
rable time; and it was ſcarce finiſhed, 
when a meſſage was left at my lodg- 
ings, that Mr. Archer and Mr. Sharp- 
Jey were arrived in town; and that, as 
they could ſtay but a week at moſt, they 
begged as much of my company as 
poſſible, and defired I would meet 
them that very evening at the Standard 
Tavern in Leiceſter Fields. I was 
quite overjoyed at the thoughts of ſee- 
ing theſe two dear friends, whom 
loved as much, almoſt, as if they had 
been my fathers. I could not imagine, 
however, what brought them up to 
town, and ſuſpected it had ſome rela- 
tion to my affairs, or that ſomewhat 
had happened to their ſons, more than 
ordinary, ſince I had heard from them: 
ſo, full of eager expectation, begging 
the favour of Prig's company, I haſted, 


as ſoon as the hour came, to the place 


of appointment. 


CHAP. III. 


HE MEETS MR. ARCHER AND MR. 
SHARPLEY — HE APOLOGIZES 
FOR HIS FRIEND—RECEIVES AN 
ACCOUNT OF SIR WALTER'S 
ALTERATION OF TEMPER, AND 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HIM 
AND THE SQUIRE—THEY BRING 

Id A LETTER FROM FIDELE— 
IT'S REMARKABLE CONTENT S— 
HIS RAGE AFTER PERUSING IT 
—THEY RETURN INTO YORK- 
SHIRE—PRIG SETS OUT UPON 
A JOURNEY—HE GROWS MORE 
AND MORE MELANCHOLY. 


M“ meeting with theſe worthy 
1 gentlemen was accompanied 
with marks of the ſincereſt friendſhip 
and affection, proceeding from the 
heart, undefiled with the grimaces of 
compliment. I introduced Mr. Prig 
to their acquaintance, as a man I 
preatly eſteemed, and was thanked, on 
all fdes, for the favour. After the 
| ciyilities' were over, I enquired af- 
ter the health, of my father and mother, 
and their families, My father had 
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between this and his ſettin 
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which he informed me, that he and m 

mother were in perfe& health ; but 
that he was ſomewhat chagrined, at 
not heing able to come up to London 
in leſs than three months after the 
time he before had appointed, and 
which was now juſt on expiring, be- 
cauſe the gentleman, who had the 
greateſt part of his ready-money in 
lis hands, would not be ableto call up 
what he thought neceſſary before. 
He told me, in the concluſion, that, if 
I had no overbearing inclination to ſta 

in town till then, he ſhould be glad if 
J would come into Yorkſhire, and 
ſpend the intermediate ſpace of time, 
out to ſee 
me ſettled in the world, There was 
no anſwer to my requeſt of going 
abroad, as my friend Diaper had done, 
which a little ſurprized me, as I had 
made it in fo preſſing a manner. Mr. 
Sharpley had accompanied his friend 
up to town through civility, and prin- 
cipally with a deſire to ſee me, for Mr. 
Archer's buſineſs was to execute ſome 
commiſſions for his ſon, who went on 
at Oporto with great ſucceſs. As to 
young Sharpley, I found he was, at 
preſent, ſecond lieutenant of the Swift- 


- ſure, to which he had been removed 


from the Loo, and was now upon the 
ſtation of Boſton in New England; of 
which I took a memorandum, with a 
purpoſe to write to him the firſt oppor- 


tunity. We now began to talk over 


old affairs, and Mr. Archer was ſur- 
prized, he ſaid, at the ſtep my friend 
Diaper had taken, and more ee li 
when he underſtood with how much 
eaſe he might have entered again into 
trade, with an abſolute proſpect of re- 
trieving his circumſtances; to which I 
replied, that it was no eaſy matter for 
a man, who has once found himfelf at 
the end of his wiſhes, but is ſuddenly 
diſappointed by ſome unforeſeen ſtroke 


of ill fortune, to aſſume ſpirit and per- 


ſeverance ſufficient to bear the reflec- 
tion, and the tedious toil of acquiring, 


by going over again the ſlow methods 


of induſtry and trade, what he had 
loſt; and eſpecially when love inter- 
venes, and points out every tedious 

ath to our wiſhes, as an injury done 
to the beloyed object, and to the com- 
letion of our hopes and expectations; 
and therefore I could =_ excuſe, 
from my friend's youth and ſanguine 
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ſent me a letter by Mr. Sharpley, in 
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diſpoſition, his hazarding himſelf as 
he had done, ſeeing, that if a few 

rs, in the employ he had embarked 


, were ſpent with the uſual ſucceſs 


thoſe gentlemen meet with, he would 


find himſelf in a better ſituation than 


be could expect to be in, after having 
ſpent his whole life in traffick at home. 
J even went ſo far, as to ſay, that, 


fince ſome cruel r I had 
a 


myſelf met with, I had much rather 
venture abroad, than ſettle in my pro- 


feſſion in England, where my ambition 


would be conſtantly checked by the 
1de2 that I had loſt every thing in the 
world that could ſerve as a ſpur to me 
to undergo the neceſſary fatigues of 
buſineſs; nor could I forbear f 
tears at this concluſion, and the pre- 
ſence of two perſons who revived in 
my mind all the painfully-pleaſing 
tranſactions of my diſaſterous and un- 
fortunate paſſion. They were very 
much moved at this e poſtrophe of 
grief, which naturaily led them to 


condole with me on the loſs of my 
Lovifa, which they did in terms that 


Plainly fhewed me what an intereſt 
they took in my welfare. I ſhould,” 
fays Mr. Archer, have been at a loſs 
n * to have brought this ſubject on 


the carpet, knowing the f 
bl 


6 you ſtill. have when it is mentione 
© if you had not put me thus upon it; 


© but I am able to give you a better 


E account than you have yet received, 
© I believe, of the death of that young 
© lady, and what happened afterwards 
© jn her family, which is ſo much al- 
© tered, by the loſs of her, that you 


© cannot help being amazed at the re- 


© lation of it.“ I endeavoured to re- 
ſtrain my tears, and beſought him to 


proceed, which he did, in the following 


manner. Sir Walter was not pre- 
«© ſent at his daughter's death, but was 
mat York, with that villain the ſquire, 

© in order to the ſettlement of ſome 
© affairs previous to the marriage 
© which he had reſolved on between 
© her and that nephew, and which he 
© had tyrannically endeayoured, but 
'© in vain, to procure her conſent to, 
© and had left her, with menaces of 
© all that diſpleaſure and rage could 
© diate, if ſhe did not comply at his 
return. His ſiſter, in ſending him 
the mournful tidings, let him into 


ſome things in relation to the ſquire, 


that immediately induced him to diſ- 


1 k 
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card him for ever; and he was fe 
touched with his daughter's loſs, 
that he could not bear to viſit the 

lace of her interment, which was 
in the family-vault at Taunton, 
where her mother was alſo depoſited, 
for Six Walter's family, you know, 
was originally of Somerſetſhire, and 
he has never attempted to go there 
ſince; for his ſiſter was ſo much af. 
fected with the loſs of her niece, 
that ſhe went ſoon after to France, 
with an intent to reſide there the re. 
mainder of her days, after beſtowing 
all the hard epithets- that grief and 
anger could ſuggeſt, againſt his cry. 
elty and barbarity. He has been 
ever ſince at his houſe in Yorkſhire, 
and he is ſo altered, that he has quite 
forſaken his old diverſions; and 
when I. waited upon him to take my 


rout to London, he ſhed tears, and 
ſaid, with a melancholy geſture, that 
perhaps I might then ſee poor Joe, 
to whom he deſired I would give his 
love, and tell him he was a ſevere 
ſufferer for what he had aQed againſt 
him and his daughter, his dear Lou- 
iſa, © Had I known,” continued 
© he, © the worth of that youth, ſo 
&« well as J do now, I believe I ſhould 
& have conquered my averſion to his 
6“ alliance with my daughter, whom! 
* was fooliſhly endeavouring, nay, 
« did ſacrifice, to the views of one 
& of the worſt of men, whom I have 
6 fince found out to be in the loweſt 
“ degree baſe, I can now, alas! 
© make no other recompenſe, than by 
ce aſſuring him I ſhall ever eſteem him 
«© as my own child: and pray tell him 
ce if I can be of any uſe to him in his 
& future concerns, neither the incli- 
tc nation, nor the money, ſhall be 
& wanting.” I was furprized, you 
may imagine, at ſuch a declaration; 
oY more ſo, when he informed me, 
that Fidele, his daughter's waiting- 
maid, had yielded to his perſuaſions, 
and the deſires of your mother, to 
quit Mrs. Goodwill, and ſhe is now 
Sir Walter's houſekeeper: he does 
nothing without conſulting her, and 
© endeavours all he can to compenlate 
6 her for the loſs. of her kind lady. 
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© She gave me a letter for you, when 


© I left the houſe, which I have herc 
brought you.” Upon this, be deli- 
vered me the letter, which I knew 8 

e 


leave, and told him of my deſigned 
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be Fidele's hand, and which I opened 
haſtily, much aſtoniſhed with what had 
been told me, I found it as follows. 


© DEAR SIR, 


c ] Hope you will excuſe the trouble 
J am going to give-you, when 

© you know that my obligations to 
© you, and ſome matters I have to re- 
g hte of my excellent lady, are my 
© motives for writing to you. In the 
« firſt place, Sir, let me return you my 
© unfe1gned. thanks for the kind and 
© oenteel treatment I have received 
N Wk Mr. Goodwill and his lady, 
© ſince you placed me with them, and 
© the marks of your favour and re- 
membrance I received, at ſeveral 
times, when I was there, which will 
ever engage the moſt grateful returns 
that ſhall be in my power. You 
will be ſurprized when I acquaint 
yau, that I am now with my old 
maſter,” to whoſe preſſing ſolicita- 
tions, and the commands of your 
honoured mother, which I more re- 
garded, I at laſt conſented ;, and he 
© has made me ample amends, by 
C placing me at the head of his fami- 
y; where, however, I have the con- 

© tinual pain of reflecting, by all the 


objects before me, upon our great 


and irreparable loſs in the death of 
my dear young lady, which nobody 
but yourſelf could feel ſo tenderly as 
I did. Sir Walter has taken on 


and is ſo changed, that if any one 
were to ſay any ill thing of you in 
the family, he would immediately 
loſe his favour. I have gathered ſe- 
veral things from him, at times, 
which I ſhall acquaint you of, if 
ever Ihave the happineſs to ſee you 
again; but two things I cannot now 
diſpenſe with myſelf from telling 
you: he has, with the utmoit con- 
cern, told me that the ſquire led him 


fatal to Miſs Louiſaz which was, to 
propagate a ftory in Somerſetſhire, 
that he had killed you in a duel; 
and, after that report, ſhe never held 
up her head again. He has, like- 
wiſe, ſince that, been informed, by 
© one of the ſquire's attendants, of 
* his uſage of you in the road to Mr. 
© Goodwill's, and his having attacked 
5 your life by ruffians, ncar his own 
* fat; all lich conſpired, with his 


very grievouſſy for my miſtreſs's loſs, 


into a ſcheme that was, in the end, 
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© regard to my lady's memory, to ren- 
* der him ſo diſtaſteful to his uncle, 
* that he has forbid him ever entering 
© his doors, or appearing any where 
* where he is; and has reſolved never 
* to give him a penny more than he 
can help. He is retired to a little 
« eſtate he has near Doncaſter, full of 
* ſpleen and reſentment, to brood over 
* the villaznies he has committed, and 
the fine proſpects he has loſt. \ I pray 
Heaven, Sir, to protect and proſper 
you, and to enable you to overcome 
your diſtraction of mind! 


* bumble ſervant, | 
< FidELE HEARTWELL.* 


The circumſtances of this letter 
called up all my griefs afreſh ; and L 
bemoaned my loſs in ſo tenderly affe&- 
ing a manner, mingled, every now 
and then, with ſuch motions of rage, 
and vows of revenge, againſt the au- 


thor of my unhappineſs, that 


friends were at the greateſt loſs how 
to calm my tranſports. I even raved 


againſt Sir Walter himſelf, for a 
blind, ſtupid; inſenſible wretch, wha 


merited ten thouſand times more tor- 
tures than he had, or was likely ta 


_ ſuffer; curſing him, in the bittereſt 


terms, and wiſhing all the plagues up- 
on his head that could be mentioned, 


hoping, with Shakeſpeare 


CY : thouſand knees, 
© Ten thouſand years together, naked, faſt-- 
C 2 . 


3 £ 
© Upon ſome barren mountain, and ſtill 
6 winter, - 5 
© In ſtorm perpetual, would not move the 
© gods | | 


© To look what way he was. 


When I had thus vented all that my 
dolour and rage could ſuggeſt, I yield- 
ed to the ſupplications of my three 


friends, and became more compoſe] ; 
but ſtill, every now and then, the 
filent tear would trickle down my 
cheek, and the burſting ſigh rend my 
very boſom in twain, 8 
We ſpent the remainder of the even · 
ing in a very agreeable manner; and, 
as my friends were not provided with 


a lodging, I prevailed upon them, the 


one to accept of part of a bed with me, 
and the other with Mr. Prig, who was 
quits 
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quite ſmitten with their converſation, 
and earneſtly deſired as greata ſhare of 
their company, as he could have, dur- 
ing their ſtay in town. 

I could by no means bring myſelf to 
go down into Yorkſhire : i was too 
much diſordered, even upon the leaſt 
mention of my deareſt Louiſa, to ven- 
ture myſelf where every place, every 
face I faw, would revive all that flow 
of ſorrow and anxiety, that was at 


preſent fomewhat ſtifled by the endea- 
vours of my friends, and my own 
and the frequent change of company 
and place, I, on purpoſe, indulged 
myſelf in; ſo that I wrote my father 
word, I would wait in town for his 
_ . wiſhed-for arrival; giving him ſuch 


be very well ſatisfied with. 

It was with great reluctance, after 
ten days ſtay in London, in which I 
conſtantly accompanied them, and fre- 
quently carried them to Mr. Diaper's 
country-houſe, who made them hearti- 
ly welcome, as well on his ſon's ac- 
count as mine, that I parted with our 
two friends; who, having finiſhed the 


 fatisfa&ion, ſet out for Yorkſhire, and 
Mr. Prig and myſelf accompanied 
them twenty or thirty miles out of 
London, where we took a very affec- 
tionate farewel. Soon after, I was 
alſo robbed of another agreeable com- 
panion, in my friend Prig, who was 
obliged to go on a journey, into the 
Welt of England, on ſome law affairs, 
which he imagined would employ him 
between three and four months; and 
now I was left too much to my own 
reflections, which I indulged in all 
their baneful ravages over my ſoul, 
and gave way to all the diſtracting 
gloom they occaſioned ; whole days I 


uſed to ſhut myſelf up in my chamber, 


and give a looſe to my complaints and 
tears, ſor the death of my poor Louiſa, 
whoſe lovely image was ever before my 
eyes, and whoſe accents hung upon 
my ears. Mr. Deacon took notice of 
this alteration, with concern, and be- 
gan to call more frequently upon me, 
and took me out to his ſocieties; where, 
indeed, ſometimes the very comical ab- 
ſurdity of the company would draw a 
ſmile from me, and chace away an un- 
eaſy thought; but T wanted my dear 


Niaper, whoſe kind reaſonings, and 


eonloling arguments, could only have 


reaſons for my reſolution, as he muſt 


buſineſs that brought them up, to their 


JOE THOMPSON. 


been effectual enough to have made me 
more patient and eaſy. In ſhort, 1 
began to be a torment to myſelf, and ⁊ 
pain to every body about me. 


CHAP. Iv. 


HE TAKES TO DRINKING—MR. DEA. 


CON DIES, BY WHICH HE IS IX. 
VOLVED IN A SAD SCRAPEm—HE 1g 
ARRESTED —CARRIED TO run 
SPUNGING-HOUSE—HIS TRFAT- 
MENT THERE—REMOVES Uu. 
SELF, BY HABEAS CORPUS, T0 
THE FLEET——HIS MOTIVES FOR 
DOING SO. | 


| HE ſtupid languor of my mind, 
and the continual perturbation of 


my ſpirits, which were inceſſantly har. 


rafſed in this manner, at length brought 
me intoa ſtate of downrightinſenſibility; 


and I went, as it were, mechanically, 


to ſome club or other, every evening, 
where I contracted a habit of drink. 
ing, than which nothing could be more 
low and OE 1 ran into the 


ſtrain of their diſcourſe, and felt a 


kind of relief from myſelf, and a plea- 


ſure in ſaying things nothing at all to 


the purpoſe ; and, when wine or beer 
could not ſuffice to allay my uneaſineſs, 
I had recourſe to drams, which grew 
ſo habitual to me, that I kept a private 
bottle in my chamber; to which I uſed 
to apply ſo frequently, that it was a 
mercy I did not kill myſelf. Could 
any creature be more fallen! but, in 


| ſhort, ambition, and every other in- 


centive to life, and praiſe-worthy 


actions, were defun& in me; and, 
in the ſole reflection that I had Joſt 


Louiſa, I was dead to any acquiſition 
of name, fortune, or happineſs. Oh, 
how wretched a ſituation was this! 


and the force of theſe helliſh cordials, 


ſoon expired, left me in a worſe ſtate 
than before, which could only be 
mended by a repetition of the ſame 
fititious ſpirits, „ 
I was thus loſt, when, one morn- 
ing, poor Mr, Deacon, who, as I ſaid 
before, was too great a votary to the 
bottle, dropped down dead in his 
compting-houſe, with a ſudden fit of 
apoplexy: he had received ſome inti- 
mations before, that he was going to 
be ſubject to that dreadful diſorder, 
and had reſolved, over and over, to 
drink leſs than he uſed to do; but _ 
| | nv 


R / cock cr ze. 7 c oe A 


— e 8 BRT5 


Ys 222 


ot 


JOE THOMPSON, 19 


not had power enough to break his 
habit of evening debauches, to which 
he thus fell a ſacrifice. 

I was much concerned at the death 
of ſo worthy a man, who was a per- 
fe& adorer of my father, and, on that 
account, had been a good friend to me; 
but I ſoon found, to my coſt, that, by 
a piece of imprudence we had both been 
guilty of, I was like to be a greater 
ſufferer by his deceaſe, than I was 
aware of. | | 

Mr. Deacon, about two months 
ſince, had a very large demand for 
money; and his affairs were ſo ſituated, 
at that time, that he could not com- 
mand ſo much as he wanted, by 6col, 
His friendſhip with my father, and that 
which ſubſiſted between him and me, 
madeall his concerns known tome; and 
I fooliſhly offered to give him my note 
for ſo much, which, as I was well 
known to have ſerved my time to Mr. 
Diaper, and to be going into trade for 
myſelf, and my father to be a man in 
very good circumſtances, he might 
eaſily get the ſum he wanted upon: 


this, though an affair that ought to be 


very cautiouſly tranſacted, was what T 
had known to be very common in the 
city, upon ſuch emergencies; and I 


did not doubt Mr. Deacon's honour, 


who was rich, and who promiſed me to 
take it up before it became due; ſo 
that I took no counter ſecurity from 
him, and confided entirely in his in- 
tegrity and diſcretion, forgetting the 
excellent maxims I had imbibed in my 
apprenticeſhip, of leaving nothing of 
that nature to chance, or the accidents 


of death or ſickneſs. Mr. Deacon was, 


Jam perſuaded, a very honeſt man; 
but ſomehow or other, not being able 
to take up my note, as ſoon as due, 


had called on the perſon who had it in 


his poſſeſſion, and made him eaſy, by 
appointing a time of payment ; ſo that 
I thought the affair quite over, when 
his ſudden death betrayed to me that he 
had not paid it, and it was ſtill in the 
ſame hands ; what to do I could not 
tell; I waited on Mr. Deacon's bro- 
ther, who was his ſole heir and exe- 
cutor ; but, being a mercenary, ſelfiſh 


wretch, he pretended his brother had 


left no minute of the affair any where 
amongſt his books and papers; and 
flatly refuſed to believe what I related, 
or to pay me the money ; and, after all 
I could ſay, I was forced to leaye him, 


venting ſuch reproaches only as my 
anger and reſentment dictated to me 
to make uſe of. I thought this as mor- 


tifying a ſtroke as any man could meet 


with, thus to be trapped, before he be- 
gun the world, by his good - nature and 
gratitude, out of 6o0ol. beſides, I had 
not the money to pay it, and my repu- 
tation was likely to ſuffer upon the oc- 


caſion. I was quite aſhamed to men- 


tion it to Mr. Diaper; and, as to my 
father, I reſolved, if I could not get time 
for the payment, to undergo any thing, 
rather than make him acquainted with 
it; and it was a great misfortune to me, 
that Prig was out of town, who was 
moſt capable of adviſing me on ſuch an 


affair; for as to the clerk he had left in 


his chambers, he was a mere green- 
horn. I was reſolved therefore to keep 


out of the way, as the perſon who had 


the note was very vociferous in de- 
manding themoney; ſo that Idid not ftir 


from my lodging for near a fortnight; 
but, as ill luck would have it, I ex- 


pected one morning a porter from an 
inn, with ſome preſents from Mr. 
Goodwill, which I was obliged, in ci- 
vility, to receive; and, in the interim, 
the maid of the houſe came up to my 
chamber, to let me know a porter below 
had brought me a letter, and ſomething 


in a baſket, whom I immediately or- 


dered up; but my blood was congealed 
in my veins almoſt, when, preſenting 


the letter, which was all a ſham, he 


told me he had a warrant againſt me, 
at the ſuit of Mr. Vulture, the mo- 


_ney-ſcrivener; and immediately three 


or four more villainous countenances, 
ſans ceremome, bounced into the apart- 
ment. I found it was as vain, as im- 
prudent, to reſiſt ; and, putting on a 
tranquil air, deſired to know where 
they propoſed to carry me. Sir," re- 
plies the chief of them, my lock-up 
* houſe is in Gray's Inn Lane, where 


you will be as much at your eaſe as 


* at home;* ſo ordering a coach to be 
called, and giving proper directions 


to my landlord, if any body enquired, 
I ſuffered myſelf to he conducted to 


the aforeſaid place of ſalva cuftodia. 
J was put, at my entrance, into a room, 
where were ſeveral priſoners, of both 
ſexes, ſome airily ſinging and talking, 
others ſtupid, and full of deſpair, at 
their Ha but all ſeemingly 
agreed in this, that drinking was a cure 
for their maladies. As ſoon as the 
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officer had left me, one of them ad- 


vanced, and very facetiouſly welcomed 


me to. my new quarters, where, he 
faid, he had been ſeveral times; and, 
ſeeing me look ſomewhat dull, bid me 
not mind it, one half of the world had 


been there already, and the other muſt 


come there ſoon; Come, Sir, we muſt 
have your footiug, and when your 
« gall”s a little broke, you'll be eaſy.” 
J aſked him what he meant by my foot- 
ing. Only two and fixpence for a 
© bowl of punch, which is what we 
© all pay at our entrance into this noble 
6 ſociety, Sir; and you look too much 


© like a gentleman to difpute the cuſ- 
tom.“ I immediately gave him two 


and fixpence, and a bow] was brought 
in, which was ſoon fucked up by my 
aſſoeiates, who then became very cu- 
rious and inquiſitive to know my bu- 
ſineſs, and the occaſion of my being 
bum'd, as they called my being arreſt- 
ed, I had no mind to ſatisfy them, 
nor indeed did I reliſh their company ; 
but immediately had a meſſenger called, 
to ſend a note by to Mr. Briſk, Mr. 


- Prig's clerk, that I might have a little 
advice. 


Meantime the officer had in- 
timated to the keeper of the houſe, that 


I was a warm hand, and fluſh of cole, 


as I afterwards heard ; fo that he came, 
with a great many bows and ſcrapes, 


and told me, if I pleaſed, I might have 


a room to myſelf, if I did not chuſe fo 
much company. I told him I had 
much rather to be alone; fo, takin 
leave of my new acquaintance, he 
uſhered me into an apartment up two 

air of ſtairs, where he locked me 


in, and left me to my meditations. I 
was, indeed, harraſſed, by my uneaſy 
thoughts, to ſome purpoſe, and never 


was ſeen ſo forlorn a vretch; 4 


Former ſufferings, and my preſent diſ- 


treſs, combined together to make me ex- 


quiſitely unhappy. I had now the idea 
of the pain and regret I ſhould give my 


father, whoſe reproaches, for my want 
of conduct and prudence, were ever in 


my ears, and made me perfectly dif. 
tracted: at length Mr. Briſk came, 
who relieved nie from my preſent per- 


turbation, by his preſence. ' He wiſhed 


his maſter had been at home, who, by 
backing the warrant, would have given 
me time 10 put in bail; but as that 


could not now be done, conſidering the 


exorbitant expence I muſt be at where 


I was, he advued me to remove myſelf 


JOE THOMPSON. 


to the Fleet, till he came to town, 
which, in the end, would fave me ny. 
ney; and he gave me ſuch an idea ef. 
that priſon, that I could not help think- 
ing it far preferable to the dur.g20n-life 
I led at preſent, and was likely to do 
if I continued at the {punging-houſe 
any longer; ſo I agreed to what he ſaid, 
and gave him the neceſſary money to 
procure me an habeas corpus for my re. 


. moval. I had Inckily above twenty 


guineas by me, at the time of my ar- 
reſt, which, in ſome meaſure, ſup- 
ported my ſpirits; and now I had taken 
my reſolution, methought I was exfier, 


When the officer came into my apart. 


ment, to whom I had imparted what! 
had done. He ſeemed quite chagrined, 
and put on a deal of ill-humour upon 
it, no doubt, expecting me to renew 
the writ, and, for the ſake of avoiding 
a gaol, ply him continually with civi- 
lity-money, to permit me to remain 
where I was. He ſaid the plaintiff 
would take any bail, and was ſurprized 
I would go to the Fleet, which he re- 
preſented in the moſt ſhocking colours 
to me; but I was prepared for him, 
and, the four and twenty hours not 
being-expired, I knew he could not 
carry me to the county. gaol, Newgate, 
before my habeas corpus would be taken 
out, and then I was ſecure from the 
diſappointed rage of theſe inhuman 
gentry: however, my good-nature 
operated fo ſtrongly, that I gave him 


g half a guinea, at which his brow be- 


gan to ſmooth; and, aſſuming another 
tone, he told me he would do any thing 
to ſerve me; that I was happy to have 
fallen into his hands, who was a gen- 
tleman that had been reduced, by mis- 
fortunes, to accept of his preſent em- 
ploy ; that many of his brethren would 
Fave carried me to Newgate, upon the 
firſt mention of an habeas; but as to 
him, he was a man who did not love 
to prey upon gentlemen under trouble. 
All that he ſaid was backed by the 
man of the houſe; and I could not 
help calling for a bowl of punch, to 
reward them for their civility. At 
night I went to bed, about ten o'clock, 


but ſlept little; and about ten the next 


morning, Mr. Briſk brought me news, 
my habeas would be 2 at night, 
which made me very eaſy, for I longed 
to be in a ſtate of more liberty. As 


ſoon as he was gone, the officer came 


in, and, taking me aſide, told me he 
W ?  bdlievd 


helieved” the plaintiff was a b ur, ill- 
tempered fellow; and, if I would give 
him five guineas, he would put in 
bail above, that thould juſtify their 
being worth 10,000]. though one was 
a broom-ſtick maker, and I might go 
about my buſineſs, where I would; 
but that, if I was obliged to ftay pub- 
lickly in London, I might clap in a 
aurit of error, and fight him off for a 


twelyemonth. I was aftonithed at the 


roguery of this ſet of men; and though 
it was not proper for me to reprove 
him, I conceived fo hearty a diſlike to 
theſe wicked, incroaching inſtruments 
of the law, that I would ſooner ſuffer 
an injury, at any time, than employ 
them: to both plaintiff and prifoner 
they will be equally unjuſt! Gain is 
the god they worſhip! and I will ven- 
ture to ſay, there is not one in an hun- 
dred that has either honour or honeſty, 

At night I experienced the extortion 
of ſuch infernal houſes, and was 
charged three ſhillings for my bed, two 
ſhillings for firing, and five ſhillings 


extraordinary for occupying the room 


by myſelf 5 which, with what my din- 
ners, ſuppers, and liquors, came to, 


in their way of reckoning, amounted, 


for the day and an half I ſtaid there, 


to forty ſhillings and 3 beſide 
the half guinea I gave the officer: yet 


this is ſuffered in a country ſubject to 


the beſt laws, and where we boaſt fo 
much of our liberty, and the privileges 
of Engliſhmen! | : 

Mr. Briſk, a tipſtaff, and the bailiff, 
attended me to a judge's chambers, 
from whence, the uſual forms complied 
with, we were ſet down at the priſon- 
gate about nine o'clock at night, and 
were immediately uſhered into the 
Lodge, where a rough-hewn fellow, 
ſtaring me full in the face, and ſeem- 


ing to devour me with his eyes, de- 


manded two ſhillings as his fee, telling 
me, he was the head-turnkey; I com- 
ied with his demand, being adviſed 
fore by Briſk, as alſo in paying a 
compliment of a bottle of wine to the 
reſt of his colleagues, who welcomed 


me to the College, as they called it, 


with great mirth and jollity. I alſo 
paid the maſter's-fide fee, and had a 
room promiſed me that very night at 
the rate of two ſhillings and ſixpence 


per week, ready furniſhed, 


I was the more ready to go to the 
Fleet, from the conſideration that I 


ſhould there be more ſeeret than at a 


ſpunging houſe, and had conceived a 


notion that it was a, place where fer 


people of conſequence were ſeen to en- 
ter; but in this I was miſtaken, I 
afterwards found; for a fair, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, could not have a 
greater reſort of perſons of all forts 
than this place, whereI was every mi- 
nute known by ſome body or other. 
Again, I imagined, when my father 
came to London, and ſaw me theze, 
he would be more ready, after ſuch a 


faux pas, as I had been guilty of, to 


gratify my inclination of going abroad. 
1 thought I had money enough to ſub- 
fiſt me till his arrival, for I had been 
informed, that every thing was very 
cheap in this place, and that a man 
could find few opportunities of ſpend- 
ing money there; in which I was alſo 
deceived, as the ſequel will demon- 
ſtrate, for I believe, by ſuch a num- 


ber of people, more money is hardly 


ever ſpent abroad, there not only being 


all the incentives to luxury and extra- 


vagance, but almoſt an obligation to 
comply with them: however, I was 
now ein it, and it was in vain to think 
of a ſudden retreat; fo, following Mr. 
Briſk, we entered the houſe, and were 
introduced to a pretty commodious 
coffee-room, where, at ſeveral tables, 
were many well-drefſed perſons, re- 


_ galing themſelves with variety of li- 
quors. | | 


CHAP. v. 


HE IS PAINTED IN THE COPFEFP- 
ROOM — ADJOURNS, TO THE 
' FLEET CELLAR — HUMOUROUS 
APPEARANCE OF THE GUESTS 

THERE—HEARS A CHARACTER 


OF SPECULIST — ENTERS HIS. 


NEW APARTMENT — DESCRIP- 
TION OF IT—CHARACTER OF 
THE PLACE IN GENERAL—DI- 
VERS REFLECTIONS—HE JOINS 
WITH AN ORDINARY. | 


E had not been ſerved with the 

bowl of punch we called for, 

before ſeveral fellows, moſt of whom 
Thad taken notice of in the Lodge, 
came in, one after another, upon dif- 
ferent errands, and ſtaring me for ſome 
time earneſtly in the face, and ſeeming 
to meaſure my very height, went out 
| again; 
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again ; J expreſſed my ſurprize at ſuch 
treatment, ' at which the gentlemen, 
who were moſt. of them priſoners, I 
found, ſeemed very much diverted, 
and informed me, they came to paint 
me; by which I afterwards underſtood 
was meant to take ſuch an obſervation 
of my perſon and features, as might 
make me known to them, if ever I 


came to the jig, for ſo they call one of 


the inner gates of the priſon; and, 
indeed, without ſome ſuch obſervation, 
it would be impoſſible to prevent eſcapes 
amongſt ſuch a number of people as 
are here confined, Theſe feilows ſerve 


the warden alſo as a kind of delatores, 


and are his intelligencers of every 
thing that paſſes in the inſide of the 
place. The man that kept the coffee- 
room, being a very pragmatick ſaucy 
fellow, we agreed to adjourn to ano- 
ther ſcene, and fee what entertainment 
we could meet with in the tap or cellar, 
to which we deſcended by a ſtaircaſe; 
and upon my entrance, from the black - 
neſs and darkneſs of the walls, and the 
Jow ceilings, I imagined I was enter- 


Ig the temple of Moloch, and the buz 


and promiſcuous noiſe of the gueſts 
and the drawers put me in mind of the 
Hurry and confuſion between decks in 
a firſt rate man of war. Such a mot- 
ley crew of jovial beings, ſure, never 
were ſeen any where elſe; for my part 
'T forgot I was in a placg of confine- 
ment, and began to think I was enter- 
ing Tom King's, or a booth in Bar- 
tholomew Fair; ſome were in ſerious 
debate on matters of high import, as 
how to circumvent their creditors, and 
eſcape the jaws of the gaol; others 
were curſing the remorſeleſs wretches, 
who had ſuffered them to linger out ſo 
many years 1n miſery and diſtreſs, 
without any view or proſpect, but that 
of ſatiating their inhumanity. Many 
were dancing from box to box, with 
all the anticks of madmen; and theſe 
I ſoon diſcovered were the wits, who 
cauſed redoubled peals of laughter at 
every N they ſaid or did. Some 
were drunk, others half drunk and 
quarrelling, ſome eating, ſome drink- 
ing, and, in ſhort, wherever you caſt 
your eyes, you diſcovered little that 
could beſpeak the object of your view 
at all touched with their conditions. 
The landlord, perceiving that we were 
ſtrangers, accommodated us with a box, 
after ſome little time, and we called 


for a te kard of beer; and preſently 
all the company was up in arms to ſee 
the new priſoner, and many, with à 
familiar air, ſhook me by the hand, 
and told me, they were glad to ſee me 
there; where, if I had money, I might 
live as well as ever I did in my life, 
This grew tireſome to me, and Briſe, 
having been there before, afk<d, i 
we could not procure a room. Upon 
which we were ſhewed to one, which 


was as handſome as one in a tavern, 
in which were only two grave-looking 


gentlemen, who I found were al ſo pri- 
ſoners; one of them Sir William Failer, 
a baronet, and the other Dr. Diag- 
noſtick, a phyſician, who both appcar. 
ed to be men of ſenſe, and expreſſed 
a great concern at ſeeing me there. 


We called for a bottle of wine, and 


had ſome ſmall matter for ſupper, 


which was brought in by a man cook, 


who was as great an oddity, in perſon 
and behaviour, as ever I had ſeen. 
Sir William and the doctor drank with 
us, at my requeſt, and entertained us 
with the hiſtory of the place, and the 


character of the chief perſons in it; 


and, amongſt the reſt, told me, there 
was one Mr. Speculiſt, who was a 
very clever man, but had behaved fo 
arrogantly and overbearingly, that he 
was univerſally deſpiſed by all his 
fellow-priſoners in general. Then 
they cautioned me againſt lending mo- 


ney, and adviſed me to keep as much 


above ſtairs in my own apartment as 
poſſible, which I ſhould find more for 
my peace and comfort than being be- 
low, where they were perpetually in- 
volved in broils and factions. The 
reckoning coming to be paid between 
the baronet and the phytician, I per- 
ceived they were at a kind of a plunge, 
not having enough about them, and 
both pretending to be angry at the 
trouble of going to their rooms for 
more; upon which Sir William ſaid, 


he would ſee if he could find any body 
in the tap-room that would oblige him, 


and prevent his journey; ſeeing this, 
and thinking them very honeſt gentle- 


men, I pulled out a crown, and beg- 


ged they would not be at a loſs, ſince 
I could oblige them: with ſome difhi- 
culty they accepted the favour, pro- 
miſing payment next morning; but I 
never heard of it again, and ſoon after 
found they were notorious, both of 
them, for borrowing and never re- 

turning 


_ — ACT 2 _ — * we n Re Line * 2 « + A o * * AA bits 4 2 * - za a 4 4 
24 ——— Son x A Leo —— — ee n 222 u — 1 1 — — 2 ——— ——a—yͥ—̃ — — — — —ͤ— ä ½ 2 meats . — — — — 2 — 4 ky 2 — — — 8 2 2 — 

—= < * Teen nan oe er FER L = wt pe 2 — | 

' a 2 2 3 e geen, EE. Ou. > II PIE. + a _— — nT Se — — 

hon —— L — xe” x We 2 = 5 * ben en "2X N 8 ; i Se = — 

- — ͤ — — — One — — „ — we — era gene. 3 ' : abba * * Mn — 

SP Es 99 oe oo eee eo . ' , —— Cram CW 2 ee rs _ 1 *, 
rr . - > — — , - * - 


— — 7 "SE ; 
rr ro ——— — - * — * — 2 

a — : — — IE 

— DAE DD = KBB. 
SER 3 —— nals —— — * 4 * L 2 "7 3 2 — I ens ——— 

— — u—— — - . — .. — 22 — ri r gg 7 ew eros 2 ps ts — . — : — 22 —— — — 
— Cor IIS, — by 2 — rn om — 2 rr A — — <a FE ee ae a — ——— 3 


4 — — — - —— — „ = : 
— ͤ — men ere een I > — — — — a 8 

. — — — —— — . 

4 - 


- — — 


- 


Se IE IT nn I — 


8 


„ „ — 


I Pie I wv vr og — — B — 


l 
* 
£ 
' 
4 
-1 
1 


UE. 


” 


* 


—— 


*s 


ll = 
1 


Plate III. 


IX ppt 


2 
—— 


— nee 


I 


LN 


| 


WW 


— 


' 
— 


i 111 n 
0 
4 ny ö 
„ Qt 
„ 5 16% e 
„%% 
. „ 


o 


[200 
4 


} = 
fe” 16, 
In 
U 


Minen 


21 % % 


70 
— > 
—.— 2 
— 
2 —2 — 


—.— 
* 


% 474 
— . 
, " 
* 
— *f, 


2 — - 

— —— 

2 2 — 
—— 


o — 
1 & o 
, ee 
. 8 
ieee JW 
a rd — hy 
* . — 
= _ — 
n — 
— 


OO ——— - 
— 
— 5 


— 


3 7 „„ 
MUOLDOING 
Dn ISS 


4 
ts 
, 


AY FP E ( fi 


— 


Puldithed as the Act directs, by Harrifon & CP July 19,1783 


— aged 


JOE THOMPSON. 123 


turning what they borrowed. This 
indeed is the curſe of this place, and a 
man ſhould never carry about him 
more than enough for his own uſe; for, 
if he does, he is ſure to have cuſtomers 
enough to make it away too. At ten, 
Briſk was obliged to depart, when the 
tremendous cry of, Mh goes out? was 
bawled forth by the watchmen, and 
ſoon after the chamberlain, with a pair 
of ſheets on his arms, ſummoned me 
to explore my new apartment. Gueſs 


my ſe: prize, when paiting through a 


narrow kind of paſſage, which ſtunk 
moſt abominably, and which I under- 
ſtood afterwards . was called Mount 
Scoundrel, I was introduced to a lit- 
tle. room, that I preſume had been, 
ſome twenty years before, white- 
waſhed, but now was ſo black, and 
the walls ſo decayed, that the light 
pervaded it in ſeveral places, and, at 
the top, I had through ſeveral cracks 
a clear view of the azure ſky : a ſordid 
bed, covered with horſe-cloths rather 
than blankets, and a rug that had re- 
ceived many a gorgeous party-coloured 
patch, which ſeemed to ſpeak variety 
of wretchedneſs; a, graie, conſiſting of 
three worn-out crooked bars; a chair 
or two without backs; and a table, 
which of a foot was lame, and 


© Thruſt between the limping leg a therd, | 
© So was the mended board exactly rear'd,” 


compoſed the furniture. I expreſſed 


my diſcontent to the chamberlain; 
who, ſcratching his head, with a bur- 
leſque air, told me, few gentlemen had 
- A better room at firſt; but, no doubt, 
when I became acquainted with the 
cuſtom of that place, I might remove 
more to my ſatisfaction. I found by 
this I had made a miſtake; fo I tipped 
him half a crown, and promiſed him 
half a guinea more, if I could have a 
better on the morrow: he bowed, and 
very obligingly told me, he would ite 
what he-could do for me. 

The next morning I roſe early, not 


having flept the whole night, partly 


from the badneſs of my lodging, and 
partly from the inceſſant noiſes of 
drunken diſorderly priſoners, who all 


night long raked about and quarrelled 


in the adjacent galleries. Now to ex- 
plore my priſon, and indeed a more 
gloomy proſpe&t, methought, I had 
never ſeen before. I was met by the 


doctor I had ſupped with the over- 


mght, who ſhewed me all it's avenues, 


and read me a long lecture, to con- 
vince me how neceſlary exerciſe was in 
this place to preſerve health; particu- 
larly recommending fives for that pur- 
poſe, at which I ſoon underſtood the 


doctor was a dabſter, and partly got 


his living by it. | | 
To a thinking man, who exerciſes 
his reaſoning faculties, nothing can be 


more irkſome than ſuch a miſerable 
ſtate of exiſtence as this in a gaol; and 
however neceſſity, or avarice and diſ- 


honeſty, may form a kind of artificial 
eaſe and tranquillity in ſome breaſts, 
yet ſigns. of horror and regret will 
{ſometimes break forth from them, whe- 
ther they give way to it or no. Can 
there be a more horrible fatuation, tham 
to labour under this civil impediment, 
and to reflect that you are cut off from 
the race of mankind, as a deſtroyer of 


your neighbour's property, and, as it 


were, buried quzck from all remem- 


brance? Dreadful thought! which can 


be equalled by none but thoſe of the 
Temorſeleſs creditor, who. under the 
ſanction of laws, too much abuſed, 
ſhall daily, hourly, become the tor- 
turer of ſome unhappy honeſt family, 
whoſe misfortunes only have rendered 
them inſolvent: yet ſuch there are, 


who, in our church ſervice, every day 


ſti}] repeat, Forgive us our debts, as 


ave forgive our debtors, Blaſphemous 
impiety! execrable murderers! wiſely 


has the legiſlature, from time to time, 


relieved, at certain-periods, the ſuffer- 


ing guiltleſs creature from theſe merci- 


leſs bonds! 


In the Fleet, I found, perſons of all 
ranks, all profeſſions, and almoſt all 
religions; and there can be no loſs of 
agreeable companions for men of every 
taſte. Some have taken ſhelter here to 
{ave the fortunes for themſelves or their 
heirs, which ought to be given up to 
the ruined creditors; numberleſs fa- 
milies ſuffering by ſuch villainies; 
others have been caught, and fixed here, 
after a train of ſucceſsful rogueries, 
bringing in the ſpoils of hundreds; 


but the greateſt number are thoſe un- 


happy ones 1 hinted at before, whoſe 
caſe is greatly, ſincerely, to be pitied. 
The honeſt man here droops and pines, 


deſpair and death are ſeen in his face, 


and he deplores his misfortunes! The 
others loſe, in a round of drinking, 
riot, 


| 
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riet, and debauchery, all ſenſe of 
thame, and all compunction for their 
crimes, and make their priſon a veri- 
table hell, to thoſe about them, more 


| ferious, more compoſed, 


© Tuſt Heaven! when will the bliſs- 


ful time arrive, that man, thy ſub- 


s ſtitute below, ſhall ceaſe to tear and 
rend his fellow-creature! ſhall ceaſe 
© to bedefigning, cruel, baſe, and act 
*in every thing conſiſtent with his na- 


dure and his make! Lions their fel- 


c Jow-lions heter deyour, and tigers 
©.Tove their kind I Each ſavage, proul- 
* ing through the howling deſart, with 
* fiery-eyes and baneful glare, in ſearch 
© .of needfu] prey, {till ſpares his like- 
< neſs, wars not on his brother! but 
man; ungrateful for the every bleſſing 
thou haſt on him beſtowed, with 


* ruthleſs ravages deforms his ſoul, 


and triumphs in his neighbour's 


® wretchedneſs; nor feel: the pitying 


thought, norſheds the melting tear, 


for others woes!” / 5 
When dinner time arrived, Sir Wil- 
Ham aceoſted me upon the Bare, ac- 


Juainting me, there was a very good 
ordinary in the cellar, at which him- 


elf, with ſome other very ſociable gen- 
_e&lemen, uſually dined, and hoped, that 


IF would let them have the pleaſure of 
my company to dinner. I, for m 
pert, had neither thought of eating or 
drinking yet, and was taken up in 
many melanchely reflections upon my 
Yorlorn eſtate, and the unhappineſs and 
the fucceſſivn of misfortunes that ſeem- 
ed · to attend me 'at every ſtep in life; 
but this invitatien awaked me from 
my reverie, and made me perceive the 
calls of nature were ſtrongly ſtruggling 


within meß and J attended him to a 


room in the eellär, where our meal was 
elegant and cheap, and the company 
really deſerved -encomium ; fave that 
wit had here unbounded licence, and 
ſhook off alt''the reſtraints of modeſty 
and decency." However, T was not 


diſpoſed to be very cynical, and pro- 


miſed to dine there every day, fo 
1 | 

long as the fame good company fre- 

quented it. | | 


"GETS ANOTHER APARTMENT== 


MEETS SPECULIST —BECOMES 
KXTRAVAGANT==LOSES MONEY 


AT PIVES—TIS QUARRELLtty 
WITH AT THE DRAGON-CLUZBu 
FIGHTS HIS ANTAGONIST uro 
THE BARE, AND BEATS HI 
IS IN GREAT DISTRESS—MAKE5 
AWAY WITH 'HIS CLOATHS By 

DEGREES, ; 


EXT morning the chamber. 
lain, eager to handle the half. 
piece I had offered him, helped me to 
an airy and commodious room fronting 
the Bare, where I gave a little treat to 
Sir William, the doctor, and two or 
three other members of the ordinary. 
T was going up to it in the afternoon, 


When I met, at the end of the gallery, 


Speculiſt, fuil-butt, who made a ſtand, 
and burft out into an immoderate fit 
of laughter, crying out, M. Thomp. 
* ſon, who ever thought of ſeeing you 
at College! Come, my friend, let us 
© ſacrifice all our old animoſities; and, 


ſince fortune has put us into the ſame 


* fituation, let us live as ſociably a 
Ve can, and endeavour to do one 
© another all the little ſervices that are 
< requiſite in this place.“ I was not 
proof againſt the good-humour with 
which he uttered this, and gave him 
my hand; for T'th6ught it in vain to 
ſtand out, as every minute would fling 


y us in one another's way, and ] was 


ever an enemy to an tmplacable tem- 


per; though I ſilently reſolved in my- 


elf to keep as great a diſtance as I 
'well could, and to converſe with him 
in the moſt cautious manner. S0 1 
went with him to his room, which was 
on the ſame floor, after he had viſited 
mine, which J found to be one of the 
beſt in the houſe, and ſuperbly furnſh- 
ed. Here I drank a dram with tim, 


and parted. I foon found 1 had got 


into a ſet of company that made it im- 
poſſible for me to live frugally; and, 
though our eating daily was fo reaſon- 

able, yet the want of ſomething elſe 


to employ time, and the vivacious | 


mirth.of the table, generally kept us 


. over the bottle or bowl till pretty late, 


and I ſoon got an habit of going to 
the clubs that were held almoſt in every 
part of the priſon, where I ſeldom came 
off for leſs than -half-a-crown at à 
ſitting, and ſometimes not for double 
the money. T .engaged alſo at fives 


very frequently, which fleeced me ot 


a good deal of money, having gene- 


rally my maſters in the game to deal, 


with; 
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with ; fo that my ſmall ſock, in leſs 
than fix weeks, time, was pretty much 
exhauſted, and I began tò fear it would 
not laſt me. fo, long as was needful ; 
which gave me the bittereſt pangs, as 
1 ſaw daily inſtances. of the exceſſive 
miſery of poverty in this priſon, where 
money, and money only, engages re- 
ſpe&, and the ſervices and eivilities 
of your fellow- priſoners. I admitted 
of no viſits. but Briſk's, whom I made 
promiſe not to let his maſter know 
| where I was till he came to town; and 
| as to my father and Mr. Diaper, I 


| wrote to them as uſual, ſo that = 


bad no ſuſpicion. of what had pg F 
1 was here in a conſtant round of com- 
pany and diverſions of one ſort or 
another, which I eagerly purſued, fear- 
ing the return of my griefs and me- 
lancholy deſpondency, if I indulged 
in the leaſt my reflections on my deareſt 
Louiſa, who ſtill was uppermoſt, when 
did not uſe art to ftifle my remem- 
drances of her. Things were in this 
ftuation, when, one evening, at the 
Dragon Club in the cellar, I had a 
diſpute with Captain Bully, late an 


officer in a marching regiment, who 


attacked me very uncivilly, for having 
ſaid that ſwearing in common conver- 
ſation was a very ungentleman-like be- 
haviour. The captain was a brute and a 
blockhead ; but had reigned conqueror 
in all the athletick trials of (kill he 
had been engaged in, ſo that he was 
the terror, and, at the ſame time, the 
may-game of all his fellow-priſoners, 
© Damn you, Sir, ſays he, who made 
© you a reformer here? I will ſwear, 
« Sir; and I am a gentleman, that my 
* commiſſion will declare. — “ Cap- 
© tain,* I replied, © I meant nothing 
« perſonal; but ſtill muſt inſiſt on what 
, I ſaid before, and am ſorry to ſee 
* there is any body ſo ſtupid as to con- 
# tradi me. — Stupid! G—d d—n 
© me! what do you mean by that ?— 
No more ſtupid than yourſelf; I be- 
* lieve I have had as good education 
* too, and will read Greek with you, 
* or any thing elſe, for what you dare.” 
At this the whole company fell into a 
laugh, which encouraged me to lay 
dim a wager that be could not read 
Engliſh. A book was brought, and 

attempted to read, but the wager 
was given againſt him; and, upon my 
fying ſomewhat farther, he took up 3 


glaſs, and flung it full at me, which, 
by ducking my head, I avoided, and 
challenged me out upon the Bare. I 
had no mind for this porterly exerciſe, 
but, as amongſt ſchool-boys, ſo here I 
was ſenſible a man would be reflected 
upon by every one that refuſed ſuch a 
challenge; ſo, being heartened by all 
preſent, I ſtripped, and went to the 
field of action, where my antagoniſt 
was gone before me. Speculiſt, upon 


this occaſion, behaved exceeding well, 


and inſiſted upon being my ſepond. A 
ri "g was formed, and 2 7 bag ſtrip· 
De . 


in buff, we ſtood for ſome time 


owring defiance at each other, like 
two furious bulls contending for the 
maſterſhip of the paſture. At length 
we advance with more than mortal fu- 
ry, and the reſounding blows thunder 
upon our breafts with repeated force, 
My antagoniſt, I ſoon found, was in- 
ferior to me in ſtrength, but ſuperior 
in {kill ; upon which I endeavoured to 
cloſe with him, but all in vain; he 
baffled my every attempt, and a blow 
I received over my temples, ſent me 
ſenſeleſs to the earth; but, ſoon reco- 


vered, I fought aloof till T had gained 


breath, when, darting, at once, head 
and hands inte the pit of his ſtomach, 


I laid him ars and, to compleat 


the ſtroke, fell with all my weight up- 


on him. It was ſome time before he 
came to himſelf, but ſo diſmayed and 


weakened with his unlooked- for fall, 
that now I cloſed with him with eaſe, 
but did not at firſt put forth my utmoſt 
ſtrength ; and preſently the ſanguinary 
ſtreams ran from all parts of our bo- 
dies, and Victory ſe:med to hover in 
ſuſpence to whom ſhe ſhould give the 
day; when, ſuddenly, graſping him 
cloſely in my arms, L raiſed him up, 
as Hercules did Antzus, and daſhed 
him with ſuch force to the ground, 
that he lay without ſenſe and motion, 


nor could again refume the fight. The 


crowds around hailed my conqueſt with 
laud ſhouts, and rung my praiſes 


through the Bare; ſome ſhook me by 


the hand, others clapped me upon the 
back, and all expreſſed the higheſt fa. 
tis faction to behold the haughty bully 
thus diſcomfited, and Hockley in the 
Hole, and Tottenham Court, yield the 
day to invineible Yorkſhire, My 
bruiſes were not very troubleſome, and 


I ſoon recovered my priſtine vigour, 
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A all my fellow-priſoners 


moſt direful diſtreſs; my money was 


15 and now I employed, for ſome 
ime, one of the runners to 788 8 
S to time, my cloaths, watch, 


me appearances, and frequented 
e uſual clubs, I was obliged to re- 
4 Wh cw 4ipghio/ ie 3 1 tr t 

vn Frep that in,g few days longer, 
and coul go No more to t 8 
having already a ſcore. at the tap, of 
which the Tandlord gave me many 
mortifying items, I, ſhooled about, 
and picked up a dinner here and there 
in the priſon; and more than 2 ſcore 


times have gone the whi le day without 
' Houriſhment; ſo that I became a mere 


ſkelecon. I once kept. to my room, 
and, for a whole week, or ten days, 
ved upon bread and water, obſti- 
nately reſolving not to impart my di- 
reſs to any one, but to wait with pa- 


tience till my father's arrival, which I 


now r in a very little time, the 
plaintiff havin 
d refuſing al 


* * @ 


greets revived in my mind, with re- 


ubled impetuofity ; and my Louiſa, 
| Nleepitig or waking, Lad wy foul: 


and. ſwam before my eyes, in all her 
torturing, loyely charms; but Lovifa 


Joſt and gone for ever! I had no ſports 
or company to divert my cruel reflec- 
; S. j* - . 2 : 

ions; and all my old aſſociates, per- 


ceiving the game was up with me, for- 
ſook me, without youc og, even to 
ſpeak to me when we met. * 


to dinner; but I was not fo far recon- 


ciled to baſeneſs, as to accept any far- 
ther favours of a man I could not but 
recolle& ſo many mortifying occur- 
rences of. Often a biſcuit and a dram 
of Geneva, together with the water 


from the pumps, made my repaſt for 
four and twenty. hours; and I wiſhed 
earnefily for death, to hide my ſhame, 
and terminate my grief and miſeries at 
Once. 0 8 


R againſt me, 
30 1 terms of accommoda- 
_ rio, And at this time my former 


5 peculiſt, 
indeed, two or three times invited me 
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calamitous, more ta be pitied, than 
that of an unfortunate wretch under 
confinement. for debt! His friends, 
tired with his importunate requeſts for 
relief, forſake him), and abandon h'm 
to his fate, with bitter cenſures on his 
mdiſcretions and follies; his enemies, 
knowing themſelves ſecure from his 


reſentments, load him with all the bit- 


ter invectives that wanton pride, and 
helliſn malice, can inſpire; his in- 
cenſed creditors, fired with their in. 
juries, are too apt to think his puniſh- 
ment juſt, and, arrogantly aſſuming 
to themſelves the authority of Hea- 


ven, call down vengeance, and infli& 
tortures, unceaſing tortures, on his 


head; not reflecting, that the Saviour 
of the world has moſt authoritatively 
recommended charity and kindneſs to 


the priſoner, as one of thoſe virtues 


by which we merit happineſs here- 


after. I avas fick, and in priſon, 


and ye viſited me. What a pathe- 
tick ſentence! and how truly worthy 
the Divine lips that ſpoke'it! If bene- 
volence is due to our fellow. creatures 
in general, how much more ſo is it to 
that part of them who are thus exiled 
from the community, and for a miſ- 


fortune, perhaps, rather than a fault, 


as is the caſe of numbers, doomed to 
a melancholy gloom, ſhut up within 
relentlefs walls and bars, without the 
means to ſupport, even there, the 


wretched remains of lite! 


C Take phyfick, Pomp: 
6. Expoſe thyſelf, to feel What wretches feel; 
That thou may'ſt ſhake the ſuperflux © 
| „ fs 67 
And ſhew the heayens more juſt. '=—— 
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Oh! I have ſeen, and have ſickened at 
the horrid fight, numbers of wretches, 
capable of being uſeful, in the higheſt 
degree, to the publick, ſecluded from 
all the priyileges of men and Chrif- 
tans, pale famine walking them awa 

by ſlow degrees, and grievous oppreſ- 
fon grinding them to death! Pheſe 


are the greater number that fill our 


Engliſh priſons, and every minute, 
with bitter anguiſh, curſe the hour 
they were born, and invoke an end of 


abroad: do Turks, or Infidels, thus 
treat their debtors? Is it neceſſary 


here, when the wiſe Hollanders; the 


glory of commetce, find it otherwiſe 
there, and every Chriſtian countr 

ſeems to act by contrary maxims? 
© Oh, Britin! thqu land of liberty! 
© how-canſt chou view: diſgrace like 
© this, and ſafer many thouſands: to 
© be torn from uſeful labuur, arts and 
* ſciences, for ills, theiloc of human 
© race, or un vary indiſcretions! Lives 


there a man, who, kindly ſympa- G 


6: thizing, pities human woes, who 
gives the quick reliefs to waſting 
Ewe all humane, great, and 
good, the pride, the glory, of his 
native country, who feels for ſuffer- 
in merit's deep diſtreſs! Lives there 
a Lyitleton, who ſofily bends, and 
# lends his ready ear to every tale big 
« with calamity! And are theſe things 
© ſtill fo? Riſe, Cornwall, O-zlethorp, 
and all the generous band of patriot 
© ſouls, and ſee mankind redreſſzd 4 
Mr. Speculift, about this time, was 
taken ill with a malignant fever, whic 
carried off a great number of the pri- 
ſoners, and, before I he ard of it, was 
out of all hopes of recovery. One 
morning, a man, who waited upon 
im, came to tell me that Mr, Specu- 
liſt wanted to have a little converſation 


with me; at the ſame time letting me. 
know that it was the firſt interval of 
Treaſon he had had for ſome time, hav- 
ing been conſtantly delirious ever ſince 


the diſtemper ſeized him. I made 
what haſte I could, and found the 
poor creature ſo changed, that he was 
hardly to be known; the fire and hau- 
tear of his countenance, that fierte, ſo 
yifible in him, was now extinct, and 


he lay, with hollow eyes, and pallid, 


meagre face, gaſping, as it were, for 
trrach. The hight tho 


1 


1 had to be angr 


© appearance and my preſent. 
their wretched' beings. Let us look PP y 


“ could 


e 


cked me; and, 
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notwithſtanding all the former geaſogs 
FR M <6uld 
hardly refrain from edding ae He 


reached his feeb/e hand, 8 ite cold 
and clammy, to me, and Begged; me 


L.3 


to fit down, for a w minutes, Which 


T did, and he thus addreſſed me. 


© Mr. Thompſon, 1 ſee you. are 
© touched to ſee me thus; and yau 


L 
* 


© can't bal making ſome reflections 
e 


© on the difference between my former 


I hall 


© die—of that I am aſſured; and all 
' © the philoſo by I thought myſelf ma- 
ſter of, will 

* this dreadful moment! Oh, Time! 
© how have I abuſed you, and all the 
1 deu gifts Providence has kindly 
© beſtowed upon me!” Here a rending 
ſigh heaved tear 


not ſupport my ſpirits in 


is breaſt, and a tear or 
two, all the moiſture left in his brain, 
trickled down his withered cheeks. 
© Oh, m | 
recal my days again, I 
© ſhould, I think, deſpiſe and hate 
© the odious ways I have followed. 


© How has vanity, and a deſire of ap- 


© plauſe, tempted me to diſpute the 

| truths which the play wt of — 
me only acknowledge! How have 
my houis been ſpent! how id!y, un- 
profitably, and 8 wickedly! _ 
alas! the conſequences are bitter 
pangs, deſpairing groans, and fears 
of what may come hereafter! for 


« If the-e's a Power above us, A 


% (And that there is, all nature cries aloud = 
«© Throuzb all her works) he muſt delight 


© in virtue; 


„ And that which he delights in muſt be 


happy.“ 


© T would pray—but I am convinced 


my preſent circumftances will be the 


inducement; and I fear a d-ath-bed 


the wounds of my conſcience a 
not to be healed! Could J this mi- 
nute make reparation tar all the in- 
juſtices, cruelties, and wrongs, J 
have acted towards my felluw-crea- 
tures, (for I haye been a moſt aban- 
doned monſter of vice) I ſhouid 
then, with ſome confidence, apply 
to the throne of grace for mercy .x 
time of need; but, alas! I am taken, 
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friend!* he continued, 


mind, per force, would ftill make 


repentance will be of no avail! Oh! 
how extreme are my toi tures, and 
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594 the poet expreſſes "ih unnuzzled, N 
d Wich all my 
. ines ſtaring me full in the face, 


„üiraneale 


and bearing me down to the bottom- 
leſs-pit, where {ball he wee 


eeping and 
guaſbing of teeth, My:friend, take 
warning by me, and never , affront 


: Tyour good ſenſe ſo much, or the ſen- 


*< timents of your mind, as to join in 
# ſcenes of riot and debauchery, and 
run ſuch baſe lengths, for the grati- 
© fication of thoſe appetites and paſ- 
4 ſions, which ſhould conſtantly he 


governed by religion and feaſon; 


then in the hour when your ſoul is 
'© ſeparating from it's earthly manſion, 
© you miy have the exceeding great 
'# conſolation of applying, by ſuch 
acts of devotion'as fre the manna of 


© the mind, to that God who never 


© forſakes thoſe who love him, in the 
time of their tribulation ; and not, 
like me, be doomed a prey to an- 
-# guiſh, fear, and doubt, dreading, 
yet longing, to exiſt again, and loſt 
cin wild and cndleſs mazes of explo- 
ring wretchedneſs!* Here his ſpirits 
would holf'out no longer, and he fell 
Into his ùſuel delirium, with ſuch 
ſtrong convulſions, that I doubted not 


She was in his laſt agonies. Poor un- 


Poppy man! I wept. at his comlition, 
and, by an involuntary motion, fell 
on my knees, at the fide of his bed, 
and put up earneſt petitions for mercy 
and compaſſion, From the offended 
Author of his being, in terms that 
ſurprized every body aboyt us; and, 
belbre I roſe, he was no more but 


gave up the ghoſt, a placid ſmile being 
Viſible on his countenance. "Id 

This was the end of poor Speculiſt; 
3 man, who, if he had rightly managed 
his great taleats, would have been a 


* 


pleſſing to his friends, and an prna- 


ment to his country; but over - bearing 


Vanity and luſt brought him thus to a 
| Auen priſon, and, by an infectious 
'd:ft:mper caught there, to an untimely 


i * 


Thad fulfilled gear three months in 
this confinement, where every thing 
conſpired, with my forrows, to rob me 
entirely of any reliſh for life; and was 
now reduecd to fo fad a ſtate, that my 
remaining cloaths hardly ſufficed to 
goyer my n2Kkedneſs, and my toes 
peeped through the yawning chaſms 
time had made in my toes; ſo that I 


7 


rave! May that be the end of his 


. wÞ cy 
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could not tix out 6f my room, and 
was almoſt ſtarved. In this dilemma 


al 1 my woes returned upon me. with 


repeated violence; and, having no 
books of any account left, my time 
was ſpent merely in. the moſt bitter re- 


flections, and the moſt cru! ighings 


and, graanngs of an afflicted ſpirit. 
Sometimes I vented my forrows in 
poetick ſtrains, where I-endeavoured 


to warble forth my complaints, and 


the beauties of my adorable Louiſa; 
nothing giving the ſoul a greater turn 
to numbers than ſo melancholy, ſo 
tender a go as I was in. Amongf 
many ſuch eſſays, I have ſelected the 
following, which will truly piQurire 
the condition of my mind at this time 
© Was ever maid fo form'd to pleaſe, 
© As ſweet Louiſa, heavenly fair ! 
© Whoſe ſmiles: could howling tortures eafe, 
And ealm the 2 moſt de p deſpair! 
Where er ſhe mov'd, untainted joys, 
© All gladſome, wanton'd in her train; 
And ribbald nonſenſe, riot, noiſe, 
£ Exil'd, forſook - plain. 
. 5 III. 6 6 
Fierce thro' the flames her charms inſpir d, 
Where all the blooming graces rov'd; 
© Her mind's perfection's more admir'd; 
© Fen Reaſon bow'd, obey'd, and lov'd! 
; . 
Such thoughts ! ſuch ſentiments reſin'd! 
© Ne'er mov'd a female breaſt before; 
© And ſparkling wit, ſoft beauty juin'd, 
© Compeli'd ſage Wiſdom to adore! | 
v 


© Ah, then! what ſorrowing trains can tel 
© The bitter anguiſh I endure ! 

© Who can my pangs, my griefs, reveal! 

What my tormented boſom cure! 

© Por, ah! the radiant angel, torn 
From theſe fond arms, to Heaven aſpires! 

And, doom'd to ceaſeleſs woe! I mourn 

My hopeleſs, inetfectual fires ! 

LEAR? Fi 


6 


Hail, then, the dung-on's darkſome gloom! 
ail, borrors! miſeries! and caies! 
Since Lucy, in the ſilent tomb, 

Commands my groans, excites my tears, 

. 

No more glad day ſhall gaily thine! 
No more ſhall balmy comfort chear! 
© But mufing ſadneis ſhall be mine 
And penfive moans, and ſighs ſincere! 


Come, frie::dly Death! to mortal grief, 
- © Though dreaded, yet a welcome gueſt! 
Ah! give a ſuffering wretch relief ! 
And eaſe the yough's afflicted breaſt ? 


oy 
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V'Þh, then! to fields, to floods of ſight ! 
My raptur'd foul fall bliſsful fray 3 
4 And all reſplendent, glorious, bright! 
» © Loviſa meet me on my way. 


Whilſt 1 was one day buſied in this 
manner, I heard my name repeated by 
2 well-known female voice in the gal- 
lery ſeveral times, which, for my ſoul, 
I could not believe to be any other than 
my mother's; and nothing can equal 
the ſhock that the thought gave ine. 


The voice approached my ears nearer 


and nearer; and : length one of the 
common-hde priſoners opening the 
door of my room, ſaid, © That's the 
© gentleman's room, Madam, you en- 
"© quired for; and, you will find him 
© within.” Gracious God! it was ſhe, 
it was the dear woman herſelf ! who, 
advancing a few paces, and at the ſame 
time ſhutting the door with one hand, 


no ſooner diſcovered the meagre, 


wretched figure her ſon, than ſhe ut- 
tered a loud cry, and fell back in a 
fwoon, in a chair that ſtood behind 
her. Sufficiently rouzed from my ſtu- 


I. 


whilſt a flood of tears flowed from my 


eyes; and all I could pronounce was, 


now and then, in the intervals of my 


convulſive emotions, Dear Madam!— 


© Heaven !—What do I behold!” She 


| ſoon came to herſelf; and, faſtening 


her arms about my neck, wept bitter- 
ly; oft repeating, * My ſon! My ſon! 
What wretchedneſs to ſee thee thus! 


* Oh, what! what have you done, to 


bring you here !' I fell on my knees, 
and, graſping her hand, begged her to 
calm herſelf, and I would relate all 
my ſtory; + But your ſudden, unex- 
s ted, ſurprizing arrival, has filled 
me with ſuch wonder and aſtoniſh- 
ment, that it will be ſome time be- 
fore I can command myſelf ſo much 
as to talk any thing ſenſible. My 
« amazement, dear Madam, has even 
turned my brain;* and, indeed, fo 
it had: T was not prepared for ſuch an 
incident, which, had i thought of all 
the improbabilities in life, would never 
have entered my thoughts, and puzzled 
me ſo to account for, that my head ran 
round, as it were, upon wheels, with a 
velocity that took from me all ſteady 
thinking for ſome conſiderable time. 
1 called the man in, who Kill waited 


1d lethargy, I flew to her, and raiſing 
E head, reclined it on my boſom, 
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without; and my dear mother ſent him 
for a bottle of wine, of which, when 
J had drank a glaſs or two, (for no- 
thing but water had entered my lips 
that day before) I was revived enough 


to talk, and my mother had acquired 
ſpirits enough to hear me. The firſt 


queſtion I aſked was about my father's 
health, who ſhe aſſured me was very 
well, and that they arrived in London 
the day before, and went immediately 
to Mr. Diapers country-houſe, appre- 
hending they ſhould meet with .me 
there; for I; had not let them know 
where I lodged in any of my letters, 
and they had forgot to enquire of Mr. 
Archer and Mr. Sharpley before they 
ſet out, who could have informed them. 
Mr. Diaper, overjoyed to ſee them, 


came with them to town; and, as he 
knew where I lodged, in Red Lion 


Street, carried them directly there; 
but no ſurprize could exceed theirs, 
when, upon knowing who they were, 
my landlord informed them I was 2 
pr. ſoner in the Fleet Priſon. My fa- 


ther, after indulging, with my mother 


and Mr. - Diaper, all the grief ſuch 
news could occaſion, enquired if he 


knew on what account 1 had gone 


there, and had kept it a ſeeret from all 


my friends ſo long; but he could not 
ſatisfy them, and directed them to the 


ſpunging-houſe, where I was carried 


after my arreſt, and there they came to 


a knowledge of my plaintiff, the na- 
ture of the debt, and every thing elſe 


that could give them a thorough inſight 
into the affair; at which my —_ and 


maſter were ſo concerned, they could 
hardly utter a word for a long time. 


From thence they waited on Mr. Vul- 


ture, and he. was ſo generous as to 


own that he believed I had never re- 


ceived a penny ſatis faction for my note 
from Mr. Deacon; but that it was the 


unguarded miſtake of a youth, whom 


he would not have been ſo ſevere with, 
if he could have afforded to ſtay any 
longer for his money; but as h 


my relations lived, he found it ne- 
ceſſary to arreſt me, to ſecure the pay- 
ment of it. Mr. Diaper, who knew 


him, a d who was known to Vulture, 


blamed him highly tor not letting hin 
know the affair, when he would have 


bailed me, and not ſuffered me to un- 


dergo the diigrace and E. of impri- 
ſonment; but he excu 


ſaying, 


e did 
not know, nor I care to tell him, where 


ed himſelf by 
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fayjng, that he eould not imagine ſo 
Als friendMhip had exited” beteeef 
us as that eame to. Then they talked 
to Mr. Deacon's brother, but could 
not bring him at all to rexſon, though 
my father talked of commencing a ſuit 
In equity to recover the money; and 
demonſtrated, that I could not poſſibly 
de any thing in his brother's debt. 
Vulture Wos applied to again after this, 
to know if he would come to any com- 
— but he excuſed himfeif by 
ying, he had been the whole money 
out of pocket ſo long, that he had beer, 
2 great loſer : however, in compliment 
to Mr. Diaper, he would dedutt the 
fees and law-charges, and give me a 
difcharge on the receipt of the 60ol. 
£ Mr. Diaper and your father, con- 
tinues this ' deareſt mother, are now 
© in the Lodge, paying your fees, and 
< ſetting you at liberty, having paid 
Vulture the ſum upon the note this 
© morning betimes; but, my dear, you 
© are quite altered; I never thought I 
- ſhould ſee my Joey in ſuch a lace? 
2 or fuch an habit!' She had jaſt 
finiſhed theſe words, when in ruſhed 
my father and Mr, Diaper. If they 
expreſſed all the joy imaginable to ſee 
me again, the forlorn condition I ap- 
peared in gave them the utmoſt tor- 
ment; and my father and he both, 
though very tenderly, chid me for not 
acquainting them ſooner with this 
matter, and writing for the proper ſup- 
we for my neceſſities, Whilſt I was 
here. Look ye, my ſon, though you 
© have acted ſo ſillily, fo unguardedly, 
© in this affair of the note, ſays my 
Father, yet, as I believe you was 
« {ſwayed by gratitude to my old friend, 
4 poor Mr. Deacon, to do what you 
did, and cannot be accuſed of any 
thing but folly and inattention, in 


not taking a proper counter ſecurity 


4 of him, 1 ſhall make you no re- 
© proaches, and hope your future con- 
5 duct will wipe off any ftain your 


© ?mpriſorment may have occaſioned 


© but now we have got you diſcharged, 
and you are at liberty to go, your 
figure is ſo rueful, that you cannot 
< appear till dark. —! But, ſays my 
maſter, I fangy, Sir, a little money 
1 vill redeem Mr. Thompſon's cloaths 
ſufficient tb appear in; for J ſuppoſe 
he has not ſold them, but committed 
them to the cuſtody of ſome pawn. 
'© broker.” To this I anſwered in the 


him how long he had been there. He 
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affirmative ; upon Which my dear fac 
ther 7 me ten guineas, and I imme- 
iate e 
ploy, for my eloaths, whilſt they atize 
fied their curioſity in viewing the pri. 
ſon, the Bare, the coffee room, &c. 
and then I got ſhaved and dreſſed, and 
appeared before them like myſelf. We 
beſpoke a dinner in the cellar; and 


my fellow priſoners, hearing of my 


diſcharge, thronged into the room t 


wiſh me Jay, which I returned, des 
firing them to drink a 1:1 of wine; 


and preſenting them to my father, to 


whom, when 1 had informed him cf 


their ſeveral characters, he ordered me 


to make ſome preſents, if I ihcught 
roper ; according!y I did ſo, where I 

new it would be acceptable; and 
gave, in his name and Mr. Diapei'z, 
a conſiderable ſum to the begginz. 
grate. Amongſt the reſt, pour Sir 
William Failer came to congratulate 
me; but my father had no ſoone. fixed 
his eyes upon him, than he ran to em- 
brace him; and they exch3i.ged iuch 
mutual civilities, as quite ſurprized 
me. * And is this your fon?” cried 
Sir William; I wiſh I had known it 
* ſ:oner, how happy ſhould | haye 
© been!' My father, who I ſoon per- 
ceived had a great regard for him, aſked 


ſaid, © Near two years, for a debt of 


3 ferty pounds. — Good God! ſaid 


my father, is it poſſible} Texpora mu- 
« tantyr, & nos mutamur in illts!'— 
© Ah, my old chum!” replied Sir Wil- 
ham, little did I wink, ſome years 


© ago, ever to ſeg this place; but jacta 


© efl alea.— 


f ce eg 1 [1 mi 2rrima vidi; 
Et quorum pars magna. fui!· 


After ſome other diſcourſe relative 
to Sir William's affairs, my father in- 
vited him to dinner; and that over, 
called him on one ſide, and made him 
a preſent of ten guineas, which he re- 


ceived with a grateful tranſport: then 


taking leave of all my acquaintance, 
and clearing all my ſcores and debts 
in the place, I once more launched out 
into the open air, and immediately, 
with theſe three dear and much-loved 
perſons, ſet out for Mr. Diaper's 
country-houſe. Mrs. Diaper, at my 
arrival, overcame me almoſt with ca- 


reſſes; but, When ſhe had heard my 


Rory: 


ſent the runner I uſed tp em. 
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flory, ſhe lifted up her hands and eyes, 
ind ſaid, if her ſon was to know it, 
ſhe believed he would go diſtracted; 
and blamed me greatly for not acting 
with more regard to myſelf, by letting 
my friends know my diſtreſs ; declar- 
ing ſhe would have made away with 
her plate, if it could not have been 
done-without, rather than have ſuffercd 


-_ 


© dipped in a late rebellion againſt the 


prince on the throne, were obliged 


© to forſake their native country; but, 


© however, at preſent, make the bright- 
© eft milicary figures in a neighbouring 
| neared one of them being al- 
owed to be as conſummate a general- 
officer as any in Europe. He was 
tall, and well-made, had a great deal 


me to continue in priſon a minute. At of viyacity and ſpirit, and a finiſhed 19 
ſupper, talking about the place we education, which, I aſſure you, you lt 
juſt came from, I acquainted Mr. * now but. ſee the remains of: his 45 


Diaper with the death of poor Speculiſt, 
and the manner of it, which occaſioned 


E . 2 curious and uſeful re- 
| 


© we come to conſider all things, it is 
not ſo ſtrange neither; for he has, to 
© be ſure, been a very indiſcreet and 


© unhappy man; and the paſſages I 
© recolle& of his life are a remarkable 
* leſſon of prudence to mankind. I. 


aſked him to relate what he knew of 
that gentleman; which, being backed 
by Mr. Diaper and the two ladies, he 
_ immediately, to the following cf- 
cet. 8 


CHAP, VII. 

"Tux mi$TORY or SIR WILLIAM 

FalLER, BART. | 
c M Y acquaintance with this gen- 
| © tleman commenced at the 
© Univerſity, where he was at that time 
© a ſtudent as well as myſelf; Sir Wil- 
© liam being of Emanuel, and I of St. 


John's; and has been continued till 
t within nine or ten years; when his 


name and family brought him into 
the world with great advantages ; 
and, though his paternal eſtate was 


flections on all bands; © But what moſt very ſmall, he might, from his know- Li 
« ſurprizes me is, to ſee Sir William © ledge of the world, and adroitneſs in 0 
Failer fo deſtitute of friends, ſays the management of publick affairs, i 
my father; though, indeed, when have expected very great encourage- | 


ment from the people then at the helm 
in the latter end of the reign of her 
late majeſty Queen Anne; but juſt as 
.he came to London for good, ſhe died 
and thoſe friends who were likely to 
aſſiſt his riſe, were out of play. Soon 


after he ſtood candidate to repreſent 


his native borough in parliament 


but was oppoſed by a courtier of 
great diſtinftion, who, by procuring 


a number of honorary freemen to be 
made, carried the election againſt 
him; upon which Sir William peti- 
tioned the Houſe, and had ſuch fla- 
grant proofs of bribery and corrup- 


© tion to produce, that it was thought 


proper not to ſuffer him to be heard; 
and, the very night before the hear- 
ing came on, he was ſeized by a 
meſſenger, and confined by an order 


William vras examined to certain 
interrogatories ſeveral times by m 
Lord 7—; but behaved with, a 
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© yarious misfortunes and diſtreſſes ſo 23 and firmneſs that ſurprized that " 
: © altered him, that he ſought other agacious nobleman, who, from this wh. 
friends of a different ſtamp from “ behaviour, commenced a very warm 4 

© thoſe he before aſſociated with. You * friendſhip for him, and recommend- 11 
vill obſerve, in the anecdotes Iam © ed him to another great man, wha hi 
C , pong to give you of this gentleman's romoted him to a lucrative emplo 4 | 
1 © hiſtory, . the greateſt talents, the * in one of our Weſt India colonies, - 1 
g fineſt opportunities of riſing in life, where he might have made himſel] 9 
b Care of no avail, if a little worldly © rich and happy, could he have ſa- 1 
t <, prudence, or care to keep up appear- * crificed his honour and conſcience, tg -| 
„ „ ances, and a little ſelf-intereſt alſo, * views of intereſt, as too many em- i 


d 7 for a little is undoubtedly Jaudable, * ployed in publick affairs do, A large 
X ' mingle not in our actions. um of money came into his hands, 
y „Sir William was deſcended from a by way of forfeitures, for which his 
= collateral branch of one of the nobleſt * predeceſſors never uſed to account; 
y © and moſt antient families in the North * but Sir William, full of the patriot, 
7 Lef Stotlind; the heads of which being * and fraught with all the fublime 

| 1 principles 


7 jt to the Treaſury. 
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« principles of diſintereſted love of the 
 publick, refuſed to follow their ex- 
© ample, and wrote for orders to remit 
The miniſter 
4 wrote him a kind letter, in which he 
* told him he thought he had as much 
right to the money as other perſons. 
in his office had had, and adviſed 
him to ſay no more of the matter; 
but he could not ſtomach this, and 
accordingly remitted the money, 
which was ſafely received ; and what 
uſe was made of it the publick never 
came to the knowledge of; but I re- 
member, when Sir William after- 
wards came to England, and applied 
to the ſame great minifter for ſome 
pecuniary favours, he laughed in his 
face, and told him he had it once in 
his power to make his fortune, by 
keeping what, perhaps, was diſſipated 
amongſt a parcel of ſcoundrels : ſo 
openly did that miniſter acknowledge 
the corruption in which he dealt, and 
of which, indeed, he was truly the 
father. In this colony he became 
enamoured of the beauteous Matilda, 
a widow lady, of Jarge poſſeſſions, 
whom attacking with all the advan- 
stages of perſon and power, he ſoon 
TY made a conqueſt of, and married; 
© but this marriage was ſo far from 


© being ſo agreeable to Sir William as 
© he imagined it would; and, the honey- 
© non over, he found his lad ſtiff, 


© moroſe, a great devotee, and, even 
in the arms of her huſband, uttering 
© extempore prayers, and doing every 
© thing according to the maxims of 
c ſoul-ſeeking and ſaving-grace: terms 
© which Sir William ad as little 
© notion of the efficacy of, as he had 


© of the Pope's ſupremacy. In vain 


© he endeavoured to conquer this de: 
< yout humour; ſhe was a Preſbyterian 
© of the moſt finiſhed caſt; and, for 
© an oath or profane ward, uſed in 
N would deprive him of her 
bed and company for a month, 


One day, I, amongft others, after 


5 his return to London, dined with 
© him; it happened to he on a Sunday, 


s and, after dinner, my lady went to 


b the meeting, as uſual. Sir William 
had been praiſing a parcel of Ma- 
©deira very highly, but, when he 
© came to look for the key of his cel - 
T lar, found my lady had carried it 
© with her, This was a trick ſhe had 
# often ſerved him, to prevent his pro- 
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© faning the Sabbath; and he had as 


© conſtantly vowed to be even with her. 


© He had a footman, a ſtout fellow, 
* whom he ordered immediately to aſſiſt 
© him 1n taking the cellar door off the 
© hinges; which done, he laid it upon 
© his ſhoulders, and ſaw him himſelf 
© bear it into the meeting-houſe, which 
© was not at a great diſtance, where he 
© carried it to his lady's pew, and, 
* flinging it down, told her his maſter 
© had ſent the cellar-door to unlock, 
* ſince ſhe would not leave the key at 
© home. My lady ſcreamed out; the 
* preacher was forced to ſtop in the 
midſt of his diſcourſe, the hubbub 
was ſo great; and, mean time, one 
of the elders was turning the foot- 
© man out of doors; when Sir Wil. 
© liam appeared, and hallooed out, 
© Look ye, Madam, your affected 
% godlineſs is not to deprive me of my 
« wine; give him the keys directly, 
© or we will carry you in proceſſion 
«© upon our ſhoulders, and make you 
4% unlock it at home.” My lad 


R a a 


found ſhe was not joked with, fo 


gave the key; but never came home 
afterwards; and they parted, by mu- 
tual conſent, Sir Wilham ſurrender- 
ing up to her uſe, and that of her 
children by a former huſband, all 
her fortune, Some years after, grow- 
ing. out at elbows, he ſolicited for, 
and obtained a government in North 
America, in which he behaved with 
ſatisfaction to the government at 
home, and to the eaſe and benefit of 
the people under his command, for 
fifteen years; but was thrown out 


as ever. Now he applied all his ta- 
lents to drawing up ſchemes for the 
uſe of the miniſtry, in which he met 
with great encouragement from Ge- 
neral Commodus and Sir Houghton 


great integrity and credit, and gene · 
rous even to a fault; the other as re- 
markable for his extenſive power at 
the helm. Several of his ſchemes 
were put in execution, and he made 
ſhift, from the largeſſes that were 
beſtowed upon him, to keep the beſt 
company, and to ſupport a tolerable 
equipage. Undoubtedly no man in 
England underſtood more the inte- 
reſt of his mother country, or that 
of thoſe numerous and beneficial de- 
pendents upon her in America; = 


by a faction, and came home as poor 


Hall; the firſt of them a patron of 


e 


mat prime miniſter being forced to 
reſign and retire, he was for ſome 
time unemployed; and having con- 
tracted large debts, (for Sir William 
was far from being an œconomiſt in 
his own affairs) he was ſeveral times 
arreſted, and conſigned to loathſome 
lieved by ſome of his worthy patrons. 
He now turned publick writer, and 
for ſome time plicd the quill with 
great ſucceſs; but, that yielding him 
but a ſlender ſupply, he grew ſcan- 
dalouſly guilty of borrowing ſmall 
ſums of every one he met, and an 
unfortunate ſecond marriage, to- 
gether with this ſad habit, hurt his 
reputation greatly; which was the 
more to be pitied, as he now ad- 
vanced apate into years. His diſ- 
treſs was told to the generous Com- 
modus, who with a princely gene- 


hundred pounds, to pay off his 
troubleſome creditors: but he did 
not know who he had to deal with; 
Sir William ought to have been ma- 


the dictates of his natural temper. 
He left Commodus full of gratitude, 
and haſtened to an ordinary to regale 
himſelf, not having made an hearty 
meal for ſome days; and who ſhould 
he ſee there but the unfortunate Bel- 
lario, a great unhappy friend of his, 
who, after the firſt compliments, told 
him a long ſtory of his preſent diſ- 
trelles ? „“Good Gd!“ cries the 


* baronet, © how happy am I, my dear 


friend, to have it in my power to 
* reheve you: here, take this hundred 
pound bank-bill, and make your- 
felt eaſy; if you want more, call on 
me to-morrow at my lodgings” 


(c 


A 
Ln 


10 


thus he went on, forgetting entirely, 
in the native benevolence of his heart, 


© the exceſſive occaſion he had for more 
* than the whole himſelf, and the in- 
* tent of it's being beſtowed upon him; 
but a queſtion Bellario put to him a 
© little diſconcerted him ; he aſked him, 


Where it was he lodged: upon which 
© he bluſhed, recolle&ing it was at a 


blind chandler's ſhop; and, taking 


a ſhort leave, haſtened home to pay | 


* ſix weeks arrears of rent that he owed 
* there, before he forgot it. When 
he came home, his Iandlady's hui- 
band, who was a very honeſt fellow, 


and father of a numerous family, he 


priſons, whence he was generally re- 


rolity made him a preſent of five 


c 
{ter of 10,000]. a year, according to 


0 
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found, by the wife's tears and com- 
plaints, was arreſted for a debt of 
five and twenty pounds, which would 
be the total ruin of him and his fa- 
mily.. Sir William's heart was not 
2 againſt this ſcene of diſtreſs; 


e cried out in an extaſy, © Thank 


c W W ov = 


„ God! I can relieve him! I will do 


“eit this minute!”? ſo pacifying the 
© her hands, he weat and releaſed her 
* huſband, and brought him home with 
* him, paying the whole debt and 
charges for him. In ſhort, before 
the next week, poor Sir William 
began to fall from all that ſudden 
elevation this money had raiſed his 
honeſt hcart to, and was obliged tp 
borrow half a crown of a friend, 
dine in a cellar, and ſoon after was 
arrelted in a 1mall action, and car- 
ried to the Marſnalſea; whence, in- 
deed, Commodus again releaſed him, 
but would never ſee his face more, 
Afterthis he purſued certain ſchemes, 
which he had propoſed for the bene- 
fit of the city traders, of which he 
made a good deal of money at times; 
but was frequently interrupted by a 
taylor, to whom lic owed a conſider- 
able ſum of money, who had put the 
cauſe into the hands of a pettifog- 
ging ſcoundrel of a lawyer. This 
liwyer was ſpecial poor, and, when - 
ever he wanted a new {uit of cloaths, 
uſed to frequent the coffee-houſe 
© where Sir William uſed, and that 
gentleman never being able to con- 
ceal his noble temper, when he was 
full of money, as ſoon as ever he 
diſcovered it, petſuaded the taylor to 
arreſt himz which he no ſooner did, 
than he adviſed him to take the 
charges, and freſh ſecurity for anv- 
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liam has been arteſted five times for 

the ſame debt, merely owing to his 

own inattention and the villainy of 

the attorney, who has got as many 

ſuits of cloaths by it; and I belieye 

it is that very debt he is now in du- 

rance for. I apprehend, Sir Wil- 

liam may have been too great a vo- 

tary to the fair ſex, and too incau- 

tious in thoſe promiſcuous amours, 

which may have diſobliged ſome of 

his friends; but this 1s certain, by 

what he hinted to me, that, after 
having done his country great ſer- 
vices, lome of which he 4s ſtill un- 
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woman, and, putting a guinea into 


ther twelve months; ſo that Sir Wil- 
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© paid for, and though he is ſtill ca- 
© pable of being of great uſe, parti- 
© cularly in America, and under- 
© ſtands the fiſhery of Great Britain 
© better than any man in the kingdom, 
vet his application to a great man 


© only for five ſhillings per diem has 


© been rejected, and he is in a down- 
right ſtarving condition, which I 


© think is a diſgrace to our country. 


© He has put into my hands the copy 
© of the very touching letter he wrote 
© to that great man, by which one may 
© ſee the diſtreſs he laboured under; 


© and I think myſelf happy that it was 


in my power to give him ſome aſſiſt- 
© ance. My father then read the let- 


© ter, which was as follows, dated 
© from the Fleet Priſon 


c RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR, 


6 I Have now been confined in priſon 
| © near five months, for a debt 


*© under the value of thirty pounds; 
4 and, as I do not truly owe fifty 
pounds beſides in the world, I am 
« no ways apprehenſive of any other 
& conſiderable demand of that nature. 

« On my firſt hearing of the intend- 
e ed ſettling of „and by that 
© means ſecuring an important barrier 
4 to all the colonies in the main, as 
c well as encouraging our trade both 


„ in the fiſhery, and with the diſtant 


« Indians, I was uneaſy that my un- 


4% happy confinement would not per- 


« mit me to do myſelf the honour of 
© waiting on you, in order to acquaint 
« you with a great many truths, ſome 
cc of which perhaps are yet unknown 
6 to you. For, altogether regardleſs 


4“ of any particular advantage that 


« ſuch information could bring to my- 
« ſelf, I moſt humbly preſume to aſ- 
« ſure you, that, without diſſimula- 
ce tion or reſerve, I ſhall always take 


e the 22 pleaſure imaginable, in 


ct rendering a perſon of your amiable 
« character, and my country, at the 
« ſame time, real ſervice, acting in 


, ſuch a manner having always been 


« my ambition, as it 2” me the 
« greateſt ſatisfaction in life, and ſtill 
« affords me, in the preſent diſtreſs, 


6 a quiet contented mind. 


46 There are ſome other things eſ- 
6 ſential to the affairs of America that 
J wiſh could be laid before you, 
« ſuchasthenature and uſe of a paper- 


* currency there, the neceſſity of put- 


ee ting it under a 4 — regulation, 
and the unavoidable conſequence of 


H utterly ruining our trade in, and 


© with theſe colonies, ſhould it be to- 


„ tally prohibited. 


% I have likewiſe ſome uſeful re- 
« marks to offer on a proper encou. 


© ragement to be given for carrying 


c on both the herring and cod fiſhery, 
on the north coaſt of Scotland; and 
© I ſhould think myſelf ſufficiently 
© rewarded, if any knowledge or in. 
% duſtry I am maſter of, could but 
% procure. me fo ſmall an encourage. 
© ment as five ſhillings a day for com. 
„ mon bread; and having now but a 
“ very few years to live, if your ho- 
* nour will condeſcend to gratify your 


„ own humanity, by procuring me 


liberty, together with ſuch an al- 
e lowance for my ſubſiſtence, it will 


6 undoubtedly afford you the agreea- 


ce ble reflection of having ſaved, from 
ce inexpreſſible want and miſery, right 
& honourable Sir, your honour's mf 
* qutiful and ever obedient ſervant, 


ce WILLIAM FaliLER," 


CHAP. IX. 

HE PERSISTS IN HIS DESIGN or 
GOING ABROAD—PRIG ARRIVES, 
WHOM HE CONSULTS—LUCKILY 
THINKS OF APPLYING TO MR. 
GOODWILL—THAT GENTLEMAN 
ARRIVES AT MR. DIAPER'S—HE 
PERSUADES MR. THOMPSON TO 
LET HIS SON GO TO THE EAST 
INDIES— MR. GOODWILL PRO- 
CURES HIM TO BE SENT A8 4 
FACTOR TO FORT ST. GEORGE= 
HE TAKES LEAVE OF THE Pi- 
RECTORS—1IS NOBLY FITTED 
OUT FOR THE VOYAGE. 

TE ſpent three or four days in 

this receſs, and I took it fo 

kindly and gratefully, that my father 
nor Mr. Diaper ever reproached me, 
or mentioned my late folly, that I was 


full of a ſenſe of their goodneſs, which 


gave me more than uſual inclination 
to pleaſe in every thing I did; and! 
even, for ſome time, ſacrificed my 
cruel regrets to the joy and pleaſu!* 
T experienced in the company of thei 
dear perſons. I found Mr, Dlaper 
had not yet heard from my friend e 
| | | | wWhͤic 
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which did not give us much uneaſi- 
neſs, as no India ſhip had arrived, fince 
he ſet ſail from Liſbon; but, to make 
us ſome amends, we received letters 
from Mr. Bellair and Miſs Sukey, 
accompanied with ſome preſents to 
Mrs. Diaper, by which we found that 
lady and her brother in the ſame ſen- 
timents of my friend, and longing for 
advices from him. | . 

Notwithſtanding the eaſe and com- 
poſure, however, that I affected, I 
was under a good deal of concern to 
ſee my father and Mr. Diaper ſtill in 
an humour of ſettling me in the buſi- 
neſs of a linen-draper, to which I had 
now loſt all manner of reliſh; and to 
which the departure of my friend had 
not a little contributed: beſides, the 
many accidents that I had met with, 
the death of my Louiſa, together with 
the life I had lately led, had given me 
a repugnance to a clofe application, 
and a courſe of hurry and trade: this, 
though, was not making a proper 
judgment of things, for, in the exe- 
cution of my deſign of going abroad, 
if I had thought only of the common 
difficulties that would naturally occur, 


and the care I muſt manage with to 


bring myſelf into a wiſhed ſtate of ſuc- 
cels, I believe I ſhould have laid it 
abſolutely aſide; but now 1 ſaw, I 
thought, a relief from my afflictions, 
in thus ſhifting the ſcene of action, by 
the variety of unuſual objects that 
would preſent themſelves; and, in 
ſhort, my hapleſs love had given a ro- 
mantick turn to my mind, which abſo- 
lutely unhinged me for an home em- 
loyment. I ſhould not have known 
— to manage in this dilemma, if 
good fortune had not returned Mr. 


Prig to town, who immediately came 


down to pay his compliments to Mr. 
Diaper and us, upon hearing we were 
all together. He was received with 
great reſpect by that gentleman and 
my father, to whom I introduced him 
with particular expreſſions of regard; 
but, as for myſelf, I felt unuſual ſa- 
tisfaction in ſeeing a man, who was 
now my only boſom friend, and the 
repoſitory of my ſecrets. a 

He was to the laſt degree ſurprized 
when he heard of my impriſonment, 
and the affair of Mr. Deacon ; but it 
was his advice to fit down with the 
loſs; for though, by filing a bill in 
Chancery, perhaps ſome relief might 


be got, yet the time it would employ, 
and the neceſſary expences, previous 
to the obtaining any ſatis faction, would 
be ſo great a diſcouragement, that we 
ſhould be heartily fick and tired, be- 
fore it would be terminated. My fa- 
ther, who was an enemy to long and 
tedious litigations, upon theſe aavices, 
agreed to let the affair drop, telling 


me, with a great deal of good-hu- 
mour, that he would look upon it as a 


debt due to him from me, whenever I 

was able to pay him. | | 
When I could conveniently do it, I 

took my friend Prig with me upon a 


ride, and diſcloſed to him my ſituation, 


and the eager defire I had to follow 
Mr. Diaper's example, by going a» 
broad; for which I gave him ſuch rea- 
ſons, that, finding all his perſuaſions 
to the contrary of no avail, he heartily 
promiſed me his aſſiſtance to bring 
over my father and mother to lay 
aſide their thoughts of ſeeing me fixed 
in England; and now we began to 
think of the beſt means to bring it to 
bear, when, luckily, I recolleQed that 
Mr. Goodwill had an uncle in the di- 


rection of the Eaſt India Company, 


and determined to write to that gentle. 


man to uſe his intereſt with him, for 
my obtaining ſomewhat in their ſer- 


vice, which I had all the reaſon in the 
world to believe he would employ with 
a great deal of pleaſure; and, accord- 
ingly, that very evening I wrote to 
him, acquainting him with my re- 
queſt and my inducements for it; and 
another letter to his lady, to back me 
in my deſire; and ſent . directly ta 
the poſt. Mean time, I endeavoured 
to keep my father from making any 
progreſs in my affairs, by propoſing 
continual parties of | 
and Mr. Diaper, which they readily 


engaged in, upon the conſideration of 
the confinement I had ſuffered, which 
they imagined muſt have conſiderably 


hurt my conſtitution, and rendered air 
and the amuſements of the country 
neceſſary to re-eſtabliſh my health; 
and my mother, as well as my father, 
was very careful never to mention Sir 


Walter or his family, which I was 


glad of; for the leaſt word of my dear 
Louiſa would have caſt me into my old 


melancholy, which I was now ſome 


what relieved from by the purſuit of 
my favourite project. At length a 
letter arrived from Yorkſhire, which, 
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to my ſurprize, only contained theſe 
words | 

© DEAR SER, - + : 
" N R. Goodwill will be in town 
« * almoſt as ſoon as you receive 
© this; and I believe I ſhall alſo have 
© the happineis to ſee you myſelf. 
Yuur moſt affectionate friend, 


* 


© K, GOODWILL," 


I could hardly tell what to think of 
Mr. Goodwill s not writing himſelf, 
and the laconick ſtrain of this epiſtle 
from his wife, and waited impatiently 
another week for the event; for I had 
wrote th Mr. Goodwill, to be fo good 
to {end à litter to my father, and to 
endeavour therein to bring him to con- 


ſent, by repreſenting the ſervice he 


could do me, if it were in his power. 


The week was hardly expired, when, 


as we were one morning at breakfaſt, 
a coach and fix drove up to the houſe, 
which Mr. Diaper was wondering at; 
when my mother, clapping her hands 
for joy, cried out, 1 am ſure, Joe, 
„that livery belongs to a very great 
© friend of yours;* and ſo it did, in- 
deed, and ſpringing from my feat J 


ran to the door before any of the ſer- 


vants, and, opening it, flew to the 
coach-ſide, where Mr. Goodwill and 
his lady were juſt alighted, who claſp- 
ed me in his arms, with affection, tell- 
ing me, © You ſee, Mr. "Thompſon, 
1 don't do things by halves; but am 
© come to town myſelf on purpoſe to 


© ſerve you.“ I returned him my 


thanks, as well as my confuſed joy 


would permit, and ran to ſalute his 


lady, who was in raptures to ſee me, 
and ſaid an hundred obliging things. 
My father and Mr, Diaper, with the 
two ladies, ſoon approzched, and the 
interchange of compl:ments was very 
polite and endearing, and my father, 


who had, before he came to town, been 
ſeveral times at Mr, Goodwill's, in- 
trodtuced them to Mr, Diaper and his 


ipouſe, who expreſſed their ſatisfaction 
at the honour that was done them, in 
terms that ſhewed how much they 
thought elves obliged. When 
the firſt hurry of our ſpirits was over, 
my father aſged, to what happy turn it 
was that we owed the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing them: upon which Mrs. Good- 


i 8 3 
will told him, ludghing, that he ſhould 
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ſoon know that, nm perhaps, when fe 
came to be informed, he would wiſh 
they had never come at all; but he re. 
plied, that, ſince ſne could behave ſo 
merrily A pon the occaſion, he was ſure 
it was nothing that could make him 
uneaſy, for he, next to the ſon they 
had preſerved him, reſpe&ed her and 
Mr. Goodwill, ſccond to no perſons 
on earth. The converfation then be- 
came general, and the day was ſpent 
moſt agreeably, the evening coneJud- 
ing with mirth, in which Prig, who 
ſoon after arrived, was a ſharer; and 
the health of my friend was not for- 
got to be toaſted over and over, to 
whom this amiable pair expreſſed fo 
much value, that Mr. Diaper and his 
mother were full of acknowledoments 
for 18." V 

The next morning, after break. 


faſt, (for Mr. Diaper, who had room 


enough, inhited upon, and- obtained 
their company, for two or three days, 
with their whole equipage) taking an 
hint from Mr. Goodwill, { went out, 
and left them all together, when I 
was ſenſible he would bring the matter 
of my deſire upon the anvil; nor was 
I miſtaken, for I was ſent for in, in 
about two hours, by my friend Prig, 
who told me he believed all things 
were made caſy for me, and that 1 
ſhould hear ſomething that would ſur- 
prize me. I followed him into the 
parlour, where I had left them, and 
perceived my mother was drying her 
eyes, which gave me ſome pain. * So, 
© Joey,” ſays my father, © I find you 
© have put a trick upon us; and yet 
© ſuch an one, that, as it has afforded 
us the company of ſuch valuable 
friends, 1 can't be angry at. 80 
you are willing to leave us in purſuit 
of adventures, T find; but Mr. 
Goodwill has faid ſo much in favour 
of your ſcheme, and has been ſo 
well backed by Mr. Prig, that, 
notwithſtanding all my reluctance, I 
' believe I muſt yicld to part with you, 
if you can bring your mother to 3 
compliance, who ben more avere 
to loſing you than any one. Mean 
time, pray return that good friend 
of yours, pointing to Mr. Good- 
will, © thanks; for he has been offer- 
© ing ſuch things in your favour, that 
* convince me he loves you as much as 
if you were his own ſon.” I ad. 
vanced to him, and thapked him, Witt 
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an action betokening all the gratitùde 
cf my mind; and then endeavoured, 
by all the perſuations [ was maſter of, 


to bring my dear mother to accord to 


my going abroad; which, with great 
reluctance, I at length did; and then 
they all Iamented my not going at the 
ſame time with my friend, as Mr. 
Goodwill was certain he could have 
got the ſame voyage for me, by his in- 
tereſt: but nobody ſeemed more ſorry 
on that account than Mr. Diaper and 
his lady, who hoped, however, we 
ſhould encounter each other in ſome 


part or other of the voyage, which it 
was far from impoſſible we ſhould do. 


We then, agreeable to a deſire of Mr. 
Goodwill, all conſented to accompany 
him to his houſe in town, where he in- 
ſiſted we ſhould ſpend the time till my 
embarkation, which would be ſoon, 
as the Company were now taking up 
ſhips to ſend out to their ſeveral facto- 
ries; and he did not doubt of procur- 
ing me a very good birth in one of 
them. My father told him, he left it 
entirely to his management; and was 
ſure he could give his ſon into no bet- 
ter hands. | 

At our arrival in town, we were r2- 


ceived and entertained with great 


magnificence; and the day after it, 
Mr. Goodwill took me with him to 
wait upon his. uncle, who, the firft 
minute he mentioned his requeſt, af- 
ſured him I ſhould be provided for 
immediately; and mentioned one Cap- 
tain Social, of the Haſtings, hound to 
Fort St, George, as a man of a good 
diſpoſition ; and that he hoped to pro- 
cure a factory for me at that place, 
which he thought would be more ad- 
vantageous than the buſineſs of a ſu- 
percargo; and would adviſe me, when 
{ was appointed, to go with him. We 
left him, quite pleaſed with our viſit, 
Mr, Goodwill not doubting he would 


be as good as his word. And now, 


Mr. Thompſon,” ſays he, I'll per- 
* ſuade Mrs. Goodwill to fend a ven- 
ture of A couple of thouſand pounds 
by you, which you ſhall make the 
s mol of. 

freſh mark of his kindneſs, and re- 
turned home as briſk and lively as ever 
I was in my life, fired with the ex- 
pectations of my new deſtination, and 
the pleaſures I ſhould experience in 
viewin foreign countries, improving 


my fort ine, and making my friends 


I embraced him at this 


happy. Two or three days after I re- 


ceived an order to attend the Board of 
Directors, which I accordingly did 
the next day, and think I never was 
more ſtruck with any thing than the 
ſight of a number of gentlemen, 
through whoſe hands the concerns of 
ſo important and extenſive a tratick 
paſted, and who managed the affairs 


of ſuch a tract of country as they poſ- 


ſeſſed in Aſia, ſuperior to the domi- 
nions of ſome European princes in 
magnitude. I was received in ſuch a 
manner, as convinced me how powcr- 
ful my recommendations had been; 
and, after enquiring into my abilities, 
and the profeſſion I had followed, I 
was informed JI was appointed a factor 
at Fort St. George, and that I muſt 
prepare to embark in a fortnight's 
time, on board the Haſtings, Captain 
Social, bound to that place. 'Thev 


then gave me ſome leſſons of fidelity 


and honour in managing the concerns 
that would be committed to my care; 
and, after having ſeen the proper ſecu- 
rities taken, very politely wiſhed me 


2 good voyage, with health and pro- 


ſperity in the country. We then, that 
is, myſelf and Mr. Goodwill, and 
my father, went with Mr. Goodwill's 
uncle home, where we returned him 
our thanks, in a proper manner, and 
ſtaid to dine with him, when he gave 
me all the intelligence he could of the 
nature of my polt, and the country, 
where he had been himſelf ſome years; 
which afterwards was of very great 
uſe and ſervice to me. 

Thus all things ſettled, my father 
applied himſelf to fit me out in an 
handſome manner, in which he ſpared 
no coſt; and the joint endeavours of 


Mr. and Mrs. Diaper, my mother, 


and Mrs. Goodwill, turniſhed me with 
every thing in ſuch profuſion, that T 
believe never any body was better pro- 
vided; and, amongſt other things, my 
father took care to buy me a choice 
collection of books. 
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MR. THOMPSON GIVES HIS SON A 
PAPER OF INSTRUCTIONS, FOR 
THE MANAGEMENT OF HIS CON- 
DUCT—MR. DIAPER RESOLVES, 
WITH HIS SPOUSE, TO SPEND 
SOME TIME IN YORKSHIRE — 


PRIG 
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PRIG EMPLOYED ADVANTAGE- 
OUSLY BY MR. GOODWILL — 
| THEY ACCOMPANY THOMPSON 


TO DOVER — THEIR TENDER 


PARTING = HE EMBARKS ON 
BOARD THE HASTINGS, CAP- 
TAIN SOCIAL, COMMANDER — 
THEY WEIGH ANCHOR, AND 
SET SAIL, ON THEIR VOYAGE 
TO THE EAST-INDIES. 


HE nearer the time of my de- 


parture approached, the more 


ſenſibly my father and mother were 
affected at the thoughts of og me; 
and, indeed, I myſelf felt all that 


—_ that is ſo natural, at a view of 


the diſtance that would ſoon divide me 
from all I held dear. Mrs. Goodwill 
and Mrs. Diaper caught the infectious 
concern from my mother; and the for- 
mer began to be ſorry ſhe had uſed any 
means to forward my going. I ſpent 


as much time as I could with theſe 
worthy women, and endeavoured, in 


concert with the other gentlemen, to 
diſſipate, as much as poſſible, the un- 
eaſineſs that poſſeſſed my mother's 
mind, and to cure her of thoſe appre- 
henſive thoughts ſhe entertained of the 
diſaſters that might happen to me. 

My father, one morning, took me 
aſide; and, taking me into his arms, 
whilſt he indulged a few tears, which 
rolled down his cheeks, ſaid, My 
dear ſon, you are going to be divided 
© from me—perhaps for ever. I have 
yielded to your importunity; and, 


the event: however, that Being, who 
orders every thing for the beſt, will, 
J hope, guide and protect you, pro- 
{per your ways, and return you ſafe 
to your diſconſolate parent, whoſe 
only comfort you are, and to the 
arms of your valuable friends. I 
have drawn up here a ſet of inſtruc- 
tions for you, my dear, which I 
recommend to your frequent peru- 


me, your father's care may ſtil] fol- 
low you. If you act agreeably 
thereto, which I don't at all doubt, 
you will be happy.“ He ceaſed here, 


and gave me the dear paper, over 


which I thed many tears; and ſhall 


never forget the affectionate and truly 


excellent contents, which were as fol- 
8 8 
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now I have done fo, I am uneaſy for 
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fa), that ſo, when you are far from 


© MY DEAREST $0N, 


c H ARD as it is to think of part. 
* ing with you, I yield to your 
deſires, and commit you to the care 
of that overſeeing Providence, that 
directs and roy all the actions of 
our lives; but as you have diſap- 
pointed all thoſe ſanguine hopes and 
expectations I had fondly raiſed to 
myſelf, of immmediately ſeeing you 
ſettled in your native country, and 
receiving that comfort and pleaſure 
the knowledge of your being near 
me would have inſpired ; and you 
are going to launch into an uncer- 
tain ocean of difficulties, and to en- 
counter the unavoidable dangers of 
a long and tedious voyage, and a ſo- 
journ in a diſtant, ſultry climate, ob- 
noxious to the health of the inhabi- 
tants of theſe northern countrics; 
you are bound, by the moſt ſacred 
ties, to act agreeably to the dictates 
of wiſdom and virtue, and, as much 
as lies in your own power, to pre- 
ſerve yourſelf ſafe, that you may 
return once more to bleſs me, before 
I die. You will, therefore, excuſe 
to the affection and the tenderneſs of 
a parent, that I give you ſome lef- 
ſons for the government of your- 
ſelf, in your hazardous undertak- 
ing; though Iam ſenſible your good 
ſenſe, and your excellent endow- 
ments of mind, render it in ſome 
meaſure unneceſſary. 
In the firſt place, oh, my ſon! pre- 
ſerve, in all your words and actions, 
a thorough veneration and regard for 
the Divine Being; let nothing buy 
your attention from that object ot 
your thoughts, have an tention to 
pleaſe him in all you do, be conſtant 
in ſuch acts of prateful devotion to 
him as raiſe the fa from it's earthly 
fetters, and will ſecure an eaſe and 
calm of mind in the greateſt diſ- 
treſſes and troubles you can meet 
with. | 
I need not ineulcate to you, I 
© hope, to perſevere in the ſteady prac- 
* tice of the precepts of your immor- 
© tal Saviour, and, by adhering to 
© thoſe maxims of virtue and religion 
you have imbibed, ſecure yourſelf, 


at all events, a place where ſorrow 


© never ſhall come, nor fin and death 
© ſhall ever abide. This practice will 


© always keep your breaſt tranquil and 


© ealy, 


JOE THOMSON. 


© eaſy, amidſt the moſt torturing hard- 
© ſhips; and, were the whole world, as 
© Horace ſays, to feel a general diſſo- 
© lution, vou would hear the mighty 
© ſhock with unconcern, and unap- 
« paled. 3 N 
To your ſuperiors ſhew a gene- 
© rous and diſintereſted reſpect; to 
your equals, an honeſt, open free- 
dom; and to your inferiors, a good- 
© natured humanity, and a proper ſen- 


fibility of what they do to ſerve 


c 

© you. | 
© In the Company's concerns, be- 
have with a fidelity, that your own 
heart ſhall never reproach you with; 
and in ſuch legal opportunities as 
occur, of 1 yourſelf, ſhew 
no greedineſs, no rapacious avarice 
and thoſe riches you thus may chance 
to acquire, will be as balm to your 
mind, and you will never ſurvey 
them with that peeviſh anxiety ill- 
bought wealth does always occa- 
ſion. | 8 

Never affect ſuperior knowledge to 
thoſe you are concerned with; and, 
in dealing with the natives of the 
country you are proceeding to, let 
them ſee that you are a real Chriſ- 
tian, and that that ſets you above 
them, in fincerity, honour, and ho- 
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ture expectations of hereafter ; then, 
perhaps, though you are not re- 
quired to ſtep out of your road, to 
attempt it, you may make them ena- 
moured of thoſe doctrines you pro- 
feſs, and become partakers of the 
croſs of Chriſt. | 

© Be not haſty nor paſſionate, the 
common fault of thoſe who reſide 
long in hot countries; paſſion de- 
forms the viſage, hurts the boſom, 
and renders a man uneaſy in him- 
ſelf, and odious to thoſe about him. 
Drink with moderation, for your 
health's ſake. I charge you to 
avoid all intemperance of that kind, 
which deſtroys ſuch multitudes in 
the Indies. Look upon yourſelf as 
accountable for your life, and the 
uſe of it, to the Author of your 
being; and that your father and 
mother's happineſs or miſery here 
depend upon it's valuableneſs and 
preſervation. TE 

© Adieu, my beloved ſon! may 
© ſucceſs crown all your lawful and 


a «aA a K =X 


S ma &a.006a:0,.4 a 


neſty, as much as it does in your fu- 


139 
© honourable undertakings! and may 
you be returned ſafe and happy, at 


length, to the embraces of your moſt 
© afedlionate and tender father, 


© WILLIAu THOMPSON !“ 


T received a great deal of ſatisfac- 
tion, before my departure, upon un- 
derſtanding that Mr, Diaper had yield- 
ed to the deſires of my father, mother, 


and Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill, to go 


with his family to ſpend ſome months 
in Yorkſhire, partly at one houſe, and 
partly at the other; and that they were 
alſo to ſet out to go there as ſoon as 
they had ſeen me ſafely embarked : 
thus I had the pleaſure to contemplate, 
that all theſe dear and valuable per- 


ſons would be together, to conſole and 


comfort each other, under the concern 


my abſence, and that of my friend, 
would naturally occaſion to two ſuch 


fathers, of whom we were the only 
children, and the ſolace of their age; 
and Mr. Goodwill was fo taken with 


Prig, that he promiſed him the ma- 


nagement of all his concerns, and 
— him a deputation to act as his 

eward, in three or four manors he 
poſſeſſed in the county of Hertford; 
inſiſting, alſo, he ſhould take a Pry 


into Yorkſhire, at the ſame time, whic 


he readily complied with, as it was 


now vacation ; and that particularly 
gave me great delight, as by him TI 
ſent letters to Mr. and Mrs. Bellair, 
and Miſs Sukey, with an account of 
all that had happened; and recom- 
mended him to them, as a proper hand 


to convey their letters to, for me and 


Mr. Diaper, and to tranſmit our an- 


ſwers to them, when they arrived in 
London. 


When Captain Social informed me 


he was to fall down to Graveſend, I 
would have gone on board ; but he 


very genteelly told me, that he believ - 


ed he ſhould come to in the Downs; 


or if not, that if I would immediately 
ſet out for Dover, he would ſhorten 


ſail till a boat could bring me on board 
from that place, or Deal. I took him 
at his word ; and, all my friends re- 
ſolving to accompany me, we arrived, 
without any remarkable accident, at 
the firſt-mentioned place, and found 
the Haſtings had not yet come round ; 
but ſhe aid that very night, and, = 
win 
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wind dying away, the captain came to 
anchor in the Downs, and came on 
ſhore, with ſeveral gentlemen, bound 
en the voyage with us, to pay their 
compliments to my friends, and re- 
ceive their fellow-paſſenger; ſo that 


our inn was filled with gueſts ; and 


My. Goodwill would purtue his gene- 
roſity ſo far as to entertain us all, 
We ſtrove to keep up our ſpirits, as 


well as we could; but ſtill were all 


very heavy-heaited ; though my father 
put on all the gaiety that he could poſ- 
fibly, to divert the reſt: at laſt the 
dreadful word was given, that we mult 


repair on board; and, whilſt the cap- 
tain and the reſt went down to the 


boat, TI prepared, with an heavy heart, 
to take a long adieu of my friends, 
Mr. Goodwill himſelf was ſtruck a 
little at the mournful ſcene, notwith- 
ſtanding all his philoſophy ; and the 


big drops ſtood in Prig's eyes, who 


could not utter a ſyllable. Mr, Dia- 
per behaved with as little compoſure 


as when he parted with his own ſon; 


his wife and Mrs. Goodwill diſſolved 


Into tears; my father claſped me in 


his arms, with the utmoſt fervour, and 
beſtowed ten thouſand bleſſings upon 
me, and put up his prayers for m 

ſafety. I embraced my dear mother, 


whoſe grief would hardly permit her 
to return the careſſes I gave her; and, 


as for myſelf, I was a kind of weep- 
ing, inanimate chorus to every thing 
that was ſaid or done. We parted; 
and the ſeparation of the ſoul from the 
body, methought, could not be more 
dreadful ! Mr. Goodwill and Mr. Dia- 
per could only ſee me to the boat, 
where, after embracing each other, 
without ſaying a word, I caſt myſelf 
into it, and a flood of tears relieved 
my anxious boſom. I really thought 
I could have ſtood this adieu with more 
firmneſs ; but I even ſobbed, and my 


| breaſt heaved, painfully, with the 
ſtruggling ſorrow; ſo that I was in- 


capable of turning my eyes towards the 
ſhore again, dreading, yet longing, ſtill 


to behold, once more, the dear people 


I had forſaken. | | 

When we came on board, the cap- 
tain ordered a bowl of punch, to waſh 
down forrow ; telling me, at the ſame 
time, that he had not been more moved 
himſelf a great while, than at the con- 
dition he ſaw me in, and my friends; 


adding, that he did not doubt but our 
meeting again would be as affecting. 
I dried my tears at the mirth my com- 
paniens aſſumed; began to reaſon with 
myſelf, and became calm and ſociable, 
not without putting up ſome ſilent pe. 
titions to Heaven, for the health and 
ſafety of thoſe I had left, and my own 


happy voyage, Whilſt we were weigh- 


ing anchor, a boat came on board, 
with ſome live ſtock, and ſome dozens 
ct wine, which my father had ſent as 
an additional preſent for our ftorcs, 
and ſeveral other favours of the like 
kind from Mr. Diaper, with their kind 
love to me, and their reſpects to the reſt 
of the meſs; and a ſervant of Mr, 
Goodwill's, who came im it, gave me 
a letter, which, by the ſuperſcription, I 
knew to be my deareſt mother's hand; 
and, though I had been abſent but an 
hour, I was ready to kiſs the fellow, as a 
perſon whom I had not ſeen for an age, 


and who brought tidings from the 


dead. I perceived there was ſomewhat 


incloſed; and the man telling me J 


was deſired not to open it till I got 
out to ſca, I put it up ſecurely in my 
pocket, and wrote a few lines to the 
dear woman, and the reſt of my friends, 
in ſuch terms as my preſent tender 
ſituation dictated. Ee 5 

An eaſterly gale ſoon after ſpringing 
up, we finiſhed getting up our anchor, 
with the ſhouts of the crew, to whom 
we had given a handſome quantity of 
liquor; and Captain Social faluted the 
town with ten guns, and added as 
many more, in compliment to our 
friends, who, coming on the ſhore, 
purſued us with eager eyes, as far as 
fight could follow us— | | 


© I ſhook my hand at diſtance on the main: 
© They took the ſign, and ſhook their hands 
© again.” : 


I was charmed in failing along the 
chalky coaſts, to obſerve the country 
all beſpread with towns, which had a 
fine romantick effe& upon the fight, 


and could not fail of being highly en- 


tertaining to perſons who had never 


been at fea before; and what gave me 


great joy was, that, after a little 
qualmiſhneſs, I felt no mote ficknels 
then, or all the voyage after, Witha 
ſigh I took Jeave of England, as we 
paſſed that famous — oy 
| | | aud 3 
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Land's End, which we did the next 
morning betimes, extremely glad to 
have cleared the channel; and 


8 1005 dreaded Scilly mocks the ſtraining 
.  . * fight, : 
« Whoſe uſeful fires, expiring, faintly gleam,” 


And we are loſt, in the vaſt Atlan- 


tick ocean, to any other objects than 
ky and water, | 


CHA EF. XI, 


HE OPENS HIS MOTHER'S LETTER, 
AND FINDS A PICTURE OF HIS 
LOUISA—THEY MEET WITH A 
TERRIBLE STORM—DISCOVER A 
VESSEF ON FIRE, WHICH BLOWS 

 UP—THEY RECEIVE THE CREW 
OF HER ON BOARD—THOMPSON 
DISCOVERS AN OLD FRIEND A- 
MONGST THEM — THEIR AC- 
COUNT OF THE MISFORTUNE, 


Y new way of life agreed with 
me exccedingly well, and ] felt 
myſelf ſo briſk and lively, that I thought 
I was perfectly inſpired by every breeze 
that breathed through our ſails. Be- 


ſide the officers .of the ſhip, we had 


ſeveral other gentlemen on board, 


ſome, like myſelf, going in the Com- 
pany's ſervice, others to ſettle, for the 
ſake of improving their fortunes, at 
their factories in the Eaſt Indies, by 
traficking on their own bottoms ; and 
we were in general a very ſociable and 
friendly ſet of people, who having ſeen 
the world, and being intelligent and 
improved in their minds, formed at: 


entertaining and agreeable ſociety. We 
had laid in ſuch a ſtock of proviſions 
and liquors of all kinds, that we had 


little to fear of wanting any of the 
conveniences of life, in ſo long a voy- 
age, if we were favoured with a tole- 
rable paſſage. The captain relinquiſh- 


ed much of the uſual 'ceremony prac- 


tifed by gentlemen of his rank, and 


we formed a meſs together, that made 
every thing ſatisfactory about us, and 
in all our actions we ſhewed an incli— 
nation to pleaſe each other. My cab- 
din was large and commodious, and 
ſufficient for me and a faithful do- 
meſtick, Will Truman, who had long 
lived with my father, and, out of pure 
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affection, reſolved to follow the for- 
tunes of his ſon. 


We had no ſooner got out to ſea, 
than T opened my mother's letter, and 


oh! what was my. joy, what my ſor- 


row, to behold, ina gold-caſe, ſet with 
ſmall brilliants, the picture, in mi— 
niature, of my dear, my lovely Louiſal 


Wonder ſeized me at viewing the un- 
expected image of that eternally adored 
fair- one, and all my regret. for her loſs 


revived afreſh, and kindled up remem- 
brances in my ſoul, which time and 
my preſent views had ſomewhat ſtifled, 
I killed the ſweet reſemblance, over 
and over, and hung it by a ribband 
to my boſom, reſolving to keep it 
there till the hour of my death. In 


the hurry of my fpirits, I forgot for 


{ome time to look at the letter that cone 
veyed this ineſtimable preſent ; but, 
when I became calmer, I found it to 
the following effect | 


© MY DEAREST, MUCH-LOVED so, 


« PHOUGH I blame myſelf for 


* renewing your trouble, at the 
ſight of this jewel, yet I cannot keep 
it Jonger from you, as it is your un- 


footman came from her with a letter, 
and this precious relick. If the 


contents of the letter gave me fill 
more aſtoniſhment: ſhe ſaid, her 
niece, on her death-bed, had de- 


token of the reſpect and love ſhe 
bore to the mother of a gentleman 
who was infinitely dear to her, and 
for whom 1t was originally intended, 
if fate had not deprived her of him 
in ſo cruel a manner. By Fidele, I 
afterwards underſtood the meaning 
of theſe expreſſions, which were then 
quite dark to me, and that the news 
of your death had given her the fa- 
tal ſtroke, that loſt her to us for ever. 
But, my ſon, you live, thank God, 
and may you live long and happy! 
Whenever you look at that ſweet 
face, conſider my loſs in our Louiſa, 
and preſerve yourſelf, to make me 
amends for my affection to both of 
you. Oh! my dear, my heart is 
too full, at this ſeparation, to ſay 
more! Heavens guard, protect, and 

| | | keep 
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doubted property. Some time before 
our dear Louiſa's aunt ſet out for 
France, after her niece's death, a 


ſight of it ſurprized me greatly, the 


fired it might be ſent to me, as a 
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© keep you; make you happy where 
* you are going, and return you ſafe, 
to bleſs the Padty-longing (ſight of 
© your moſt tenderly aſfectionate mother, 


© ELIZABETH THOMPSON," 


Propitious gales carried us, with- 
out any remarkable occurrence, to the 


of which we were by our reck- 


we began to apprehend a gathering 
Form. The clouds on the weſtern 
board began to blacken the ſkies, and 
a few melancholy drops wept a fare- 
wel to one of the fineſt days I had ever, 
methought. experienced: znd now the 


lightnings fl. ſhed, and the hoarſe thun- 
der growled over the concave vault. 


with deafening roar, as if whole na- 
ture was meeting with a genera] difſo- 


lution, and preſently the impetnous 


weſt wind raiſed the irritated biilows 
mountains high. Our commander h:d 
given his orders, with ſuch juſt diſ- 
cernment, that we were prepared we 
thought to meet it's worft ec orts; but 
the redoubicd fury of the ſtorm ſoon 
rendered our ſituation very dangerous, 
ard, before we could hand cur main- 
ſail, it was ſplit into twenty pieces, 
and kept flapping againſt the maſt for 
ſome time, before à ſhort lull of the 
wind would permit it to be run up to the 
yard. If I had ever hd advint«geous 
notions of our Britith ſeamen, 1 now 
more than ever found them juſt, an 
their diligence and bravery, on ſuch 
occaſions, ſurely dignifies them before 
thoſe of any country 1 ever kv2w, 
Not an hand but was employed mn 
executing ſome order or other, for the 
ſafety cf the veſſel; and to ſee them, 
like ſwarms of bees, hanging on the 
yards, was a ſight equally pl-zfing and 
dreiidful. The tempeſt increaſed with 
greater violence, and the waves toff-4 


us aloft, and then ſink us alow, wich 


ſuch ſudden ſhocks, that my þrains 
were perfe&tly'2ddlcd4; and, nowith- 
Narding all the force I uſed with my- 
ſelf, I could ſtand the deck no longer, 
but followed the example of the reſt 


of the paſſcngers, and committed my- 


ſelf to the ſafe cuſtody of my cabbin. 
J he hortid tumult upon deck, the 
piping of the boatſwain and his mates, 
wingling with the howling of the 
winds, and the continual daſhing of 


— of Cape Cantin, to the north- 
we 
onings diſtant about 120 leagues, when 
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the foaming waves, made ſuch a con. 
fuſion, as was ſufficient to ſtun the 
head of any ſtranger to theſe unccuth 
and terrifving ſcenes. For near four 
and twenty hours we lay to; but, 
though to us all this gave exceſſive 
pain, when it was in the height, Cap. 
tain Social told me, it was nothing at 


all but good ſeaman's weather, and 


ſwore he was tired of the little action he 
had had fo long before. About noon, 
the next day, the ſkies began to clear, 
the wind ſcemed to die away in gentle 


ſobbings, and ſoon the heavens were 


ſerene ; the ſun darted his brighten. 


Ing rays upon us, and we felt no in- 


commodity but the ſhip's roiling mo. 
tion, occaſioned by the great tumbling 
ſea the ſtorm had left behifld it, and 


which put the ſeamen into more appre- 


henſion than the foregoing blaſts had 
occaſioned ; but in the evening a ſtark 
calm ſucceeded, and the ſurface of the 
water was as ſmooth as a mill-pond, 
The deſcending ſun formed a kind of 
dutky amphitheatre arourd our hori. 
zon; the azure fiimament was illu— 
minated with al! the glorious ſhining 
hoſt that adorn thoſe ſpacious plains, 


till the moon 


c Riſing in clouded. majeſty, at length, 


.* Apparent queen, unveil'd her peerleſs light, 


And o'er the deep her filver mantle threw!” 


A ſcene this, that raiſed my mind into 
ſuch a ſtate of wondering devotion, as 
J could not, if I may fay fo, even in 
thought expreſs ; at laſt I broke out 
into a ſoliloquy ſomewhat like this: 
* Oh, infinite Creator! benign Go- 
© vernor of the univerſe ! How mant- 
« fold are thy works! In wonder haſt 
* thou made them ail! Day by day we? 
11-onify thee, the Father of a boundleſs 
majcſiy. Permit an humble mortal to 
proſtrate before thee, and worſtup thy 
immenſe omnipotence! Can we be 
ungrateful when thou haſt given us 
faculties above all che reſt of thy crea- 
"tures here below, to contemplate thy 
works, to reverence thy forr.uing 
wiidom ? How low, how unworthy, 
J ſeem, how little to myſelf, when 
I refie&, ti. at all yon ſplendid ſparks, 
that, glittering, che:r me with heir 
influence, may be worlds, more wor- 
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yet not well known ſj ot, of which 
I] am an inhabitant! Bui, oh! for- 
„ EDS 


thy thy care and protection, than the | 


t give the attempts we make to ſearch 
« \nto thy hidden treaſures, the ſtores 
« of thy eternal creation, the arcana 
thou haſt every where around ſtrewed; 
© for, by our reſearches, we are ſtill 
© more and more convinced, that thy 


« aways are paſt finding ont, and our 


« adoration is raiſed in proportion to 
« the diſcoveries we fancy we make! 


© Lowly bending before thee 


« Supremeſt Good! whoſe providential ſway 
« Remoteſt ſeas, far proſtrate nations tell; 
« Whether ador'd inviſiole, all pure, 


« Diffuſe as light throughout eternal ſpace ; | 


« Or circumſerib'd, a local deity, 
& As narrow ignorance has oft maintain'd 


« Accept our grateful praiſe, which, taught 


« to riſe 

«& From our glad hearts, invades thy op'ning 
« ears, - | | 

« For every inftance of thy gracious aid, 

« For every wonder in our favour wrought, 

& Whilſt roving thus thro' ocean's utmoſt 
6 bounds!” 


In the morning we were bleſſed with a 
fine eaſy gale, that carried us at the 
rate of two knots an hour, ſo ſmooth- 
ly, that we could hardly perceive the 


way the veſſel made— 


— — a breeze | 

6 Soft, breathingalightly with it's wings, 
© along | 

© The flacken'd cordage glides ; the ſailor's 
* var | 

© Perceives no ſound throughout the vaſt 
© expanſe; 

© None but the murmurs of the ſliding prow, 

© Which gently parts the ſmooth and azure 
© main. | 

. GLOVER. 


In latitude 20®, 10, about a week 


afterwards, whilſt we were endeavour- 
ing to ſtand away to the Cape de Verde 
Iſlands, we heard ſeveral guns fired, 
as from a ſhip in diſtreſs; which ſig- 
nals our captain anſwered, and ſtood 
far to the weſtward, more than his 
courſe required, as we imagined the 
ſound came from that point of the 
compaſs: they continued firing for ſe- 


veral glaſſes, and then we diſcovered a a 


preat light at ſome leagues diſtance, as 


if a ſhip on fire, which made a moſt 


terrible appearance; and, ſoon after 
we had deſcried her, ſhe blew up, the 


fire extinguiſhed, and a black thick 


cloud ſeemed to riie from the water. 
We made no doubt that the crew had 
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had time enough to ſave themſelves in 
their boats; fo the captain ſhortened 
ſail, and fired a gun every half hour 
to acquaint the unhappy ſufferers that 
aſſiſtance was at hand. About twelve 
next day, having happily very favour- 
able weather all the time, we ſaw, as 
far as our glaſſes would enable us to 
ſee, a boat crouded with men, who 
ſeemed ſtruggling, with all their might, 
to gain our veſſel; upon which Cap- 


tain Social took in more ſail, and, 
about ſeven o'clock, the poor creatures, 


almoſt ſpent, and dead with fatigue, 
got within a boat's length of the ſhip's 
ſide ; whence they hailed us, and beg- 
ged, for God's ſake, to be taken on 
board, This was immediately grant- 


ed, and, backing the fails, they all 


got ſafely in, to the number of forty- 
ſix ſouls. I never received more plea- 
ſure than in ſeeing how eager the gene- 
rous ſeaman is in relieving his fellow 
in diſtreſs; every man ſtrove who ſhould 
be foremoſt, in giving them or procur- 
ing them refreſhment ; and, on our 
ex the captain, as we underſtood 

im to be, and two others, whom he 
pointed out, we got into the great 
cabbin, where we ſet before them the 


beſt proviſions and liquor we had, and 


had the ſatis faction to ſee them eat like 
famiſhed men, for they had not had 
time to get any thing out of their ſhip 
but a little biſcuit, ſo that moſt of 
them had been faſting ever ſince they 
left her. We found their ſhip was 
bound from Virginia to London, partly 
laden with tobacco, partly with rum, 
having touched at Barbadoes to take 
in the latter, both on the account of a 
gentleman who was a paſſenger on 
board, to whom the captain behaved 


with great deference, which made us 
all take more particular notice of him 


but I had ſcarce caſt my eyes upon his 
face, whilſt at the ſame time his en- 
countered mine, than he ran eagerly 
to me, and we embraced each other 
with the utmoſt affection, all we could 
utter being, Dear Thompſon !'—- 
© Dear Prim!* For it was that ve 

young fellow, whom, I muſt confeſs, 


1 ſhould as ſoon have expected to meet 


in London, at that minute, as on board 


the Haſtings. Every body ſeemed 


pleaſed as ourſelves, at a meeting ſo 
unexpected as they judged this to be; 
and my meſs-mates as well as myſelf, 
ſtrove to ouido each other in complai- 
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fance and: tenderneſs to theſe new 
comers. If I was ſurprized to ſee 
Prim, he was as much ſo to ſee me at 
ſea; but we wereobliged to ſuſpend our 
curioſity to attend to other matters. 
Capt. Clements, for that was the name 
of the captain of the ſhip that was 
burnt, returned, together with the reſt, 
the moſt unfeigned thanks for the relief 
we had afforded them, and begged Cap- 


tain Social would permit him and his 


erew to remain with him till ſuch time 


as he met a veſſe] bound to Europe ; 


promiſing to draw bills on his owners 
to indemnify him: but Prim, which 


made me ſtare at him, aſſured our cap- 
tain that he would ſatisfy him for every 


thing before he left our ſhip, and ac- 


cept Captain Clements's bills himſelf, 


We were ſoon induced to comply, and 
when every thing was regulated for the 
men, and births aſſigned them, Cap- 
tain Social provided Mr. Clements 


With a cabbin; and I defired the fa- 
vour of Prim to accept of half mine 


whilſt he ſtaid on board, which he 
readily acquieſced in, and another gen- 
tleman practiſed the ſame hoſpitality to 
their comrade, 


Captain Clements's account of the 


late unfortunate accident that had hap- 
pened to his ſhip, which was called the 
Lovely Betty, of fourteen guns, and 
three hundred tons burden, was thus 
A fire being left later than ordinary 


by the cook in the capooch, one of 


the ſeamen had lighted his pipe at it, 
and then went down to his birth to 
ſmoke it with ſome of his meſs-mates 
over a cann of flip. It happened their 
liquor was very low, and, to get a freſh 
fupply, they very honeſtly agreed that 
this ſame fellow ſhould attempt 'to 
fpile one of the hogſheads of rum, 
which, for want of room in the hold, 
was ftowed pretty near them: he for- 
got his pipe, and, whilſt he was at 
this precious work, a quantity of the 
Iighted tobacco fell into his cheſt, 
which ſtood open, and fome combulti- 
ble matters he had in it, (being the 
gunner's mate) took fire, which was 


not perceived till the flames had got 


to too great an head for all the pains 


and ſkill they made uſe of to put a ſtop 


to them. They knew they were not 
far from the Cape de Verde Iſlands, 
which gave them ſome ſpirits to at- 
tempt getting there in their boat; 
but, however, not willing to miſs 


any opportunity that might offer to 
ſave their lives before they left their 
ſhip, they had fired thoſe ſignals of 
diſtreſs, which brought them the bleſ- 
ſing of the relief we gave them.— 
'The captain concluded his narration, 
by acquainting us that Mr. Prim was 
the chief ſufferer, - moſt of the cargo 
being ſhipped by him, which, however, 


he was ſenſible he had wrote word to 


inſure in London by a veſlel that failed 
before from Barbadoes; and, as to the 
bottom, that he had inſured himſelf. 
I was ſurprized ſtil] more and more 
to hear Prim talked of thus as a man 
of great worth, though I was heartily 
glad to hear it; and when we retired 
to reſt, which was not till pretty late, 
after the mutual careſſes were over, 
and I had gratified his curioſity ta 
know how I came into the Haſtings, I 
faid—* My friend, you left England 
very abruptly, which J have often 
© thought of ſince with the utmoſt con- 
cern; and, by the ſituation you are 

in at preſent, I am ſenſible you muſt 


tune, that I wiſh you would gratify 
me in the recital of..“ J. have ſo, 
indeed, my dear Thompſon, he re- 


* 
5 
have met with ſeveral turns of for- 
- 
- 
o 


ied; „and, though at preſent in ſuch - 


pl 

© circumſtances, am really a happy 
man. I always loved you, my friend; 
© have thought of you tenderly an hun- 
© dred times ſince my departure; and, 
© as ſoon as I had ſeen London, you 
would have been the firſt perſon I 
© thould have renewed my acquain- 
© tance with. Come, make a bowl of 
punch; and, whilft we are drinking 
it, I will gratify you with a relation 
© of the good and bad accidents that 
© have occurred to me ſince my un- 
© happy breach with my maſter, and 
© the means by which I may ſay I am 
at preſent rich and happy.“ I made 


the punch, and Mr. Prim began his 


adventures thus. 


CH A „ XIE. 


THE ADVENTURES OF MR, WILLIAM 
PRIM. 


1 OU remember what an agony 
© I was in that fatal morning 

© I took my leave of you, after my 
© maſter had diſcovered my being de- 
6 ficient in the caſh he had intruſted to 
| « my 
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© my care. He was ſo incenſed, that life than I did, moſt part of this 
© he would ſuffer me no longer to con- 
« tinue with him; and wy father, who 


« was as much irritate 


againſt me, 


© hurried me on board an Eaſt India 
« ſhip, which failed the next day; the 
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captain of which he had ſome light 
acquaintance with, and who took me 
in quality of his clerk. 
was done fo ſuddenly, that I was. 


All this 


but poorly fitted out for ſuch a voy- 
age; and my father has ſince lament- 


ed the precipitancy with which he 


parted with me, by letter, which has 
coſt him a great deal of affliction, 
and numberleſs tears; but, being a 
man of a warm and paſſionate diſpo- 
ſition, I can very eaſily forgive him, 
eſpecially as it was an introduction 


to the good fortune I have ſince met 
with. | 


Captain Surly, my commander, 
who from his infancy had uſed the 
ſeas, was a mere brute, and wanted 
common humanity ;z and my father, 
having indiſcreetly confided to him 
the ſecret of my being forced to ſea, 
upon the aforeſaid account, inſtead 
of ſtriving to make my captivity eaſy, 
and if I had any bad principles to 
reclaim me from them, he was con- 


tinually obſerving, in a reproaching, 


malicious ſtrain, the ſlip that I made, 
and menacing me with bad uſage, 


if I ſerved him as I had done my 
former maſter. - 


© You may gueſs that this ſat very 
hardly upon a breaſt that had ſome 
principles of honour, and knew how 
mankind ought to be treated ; but 


you muſt confeſs, my friend, this is 


too often the caſe, and many an un- 


happy man that has been guilty of 


an error, would reform, if the world 


would let him ; but, being expoſed 
and maltreated, they grow deſperate 
and regardleſs of what may happen 
to them; and, finding all mankind 
their enemies, reſolve to be even with 
them, and commence downright vil- 
lains from the impoſſibility of re- 
gaining their characters, However, 
this was not my caſe; and I knew 
the humane and thinking part of 
mankind would paſs over a ſingle 


crime in a young extravagant, could 


they ſee tokens of amendment that 
would juſtify their good opinion of 
him. S 8 

A dog could not endure a worſe 
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© dreadful voyage; and, when I ex- 
* poſtulated with him, he gave me the 
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molt opprobrious language, and ſe- 
veral times even went ſo far as to 
kick me out of the cabbin, where 


he was generally drunk the greateſt 


part of the day. Such tyranny made 


me weary of my life, and I began 
not to care what became of me; and 


more eſpecially as the ſhip's crew 


took the ſignal from their captain, 
and treated me in general with the 


utmoſt contempt: and one day a ne- 


phew of Surly's, who was a fourth 
mate on board, without the leaſt pro- 


vocation, took me by the noſe, and 


led me about twenty paces, to the 
great diverſion of the ſhip's com- 
pany. Fleſh and blood could hold 
out no longer, and, ſeizing him round 
the waiſt, in ſpite of all his ſtrug- 


gling, as he was not near ſo ſtrong. 


as myſelf, I fairly flung him over 
board, where he would certainly 


have paid for his inſolence with his 


life, if all the ſails had not been laid 
aback, and the boat hoiſted out to ſave 
him, The minute the captain heard 
of this action, he ordered me before 


him, and, with the fury of a tyger, 


fell upon me with his cane, and hav- 


ing nothing to defend myſelf, and he 


being a very ſtrong man, beat me 
moſt unmercifully, and then ordered 
me to be turned before the maſt. I 
muſt ſay this for every one of the 


officers and men, that they thought 


my uſage on this occaſion very hard, 
and without the leaſt colour of juſ- 
tice; and a ſupercargo we had on 
board was ſo exaſperated, that he 


told the captain to his face that he 


was a ſcoundrel ; for which the brute 


ordered him to keep to his cabbin, 


and would not ſuffer him for ſome 
days to take. the benefit of walking 


« upon the quarter-deck. And now 


the young Surly uſed me worſe thag 


ever any galley-ſlave was uſed, and 


made me almoſt curſe the hour I was 
born; and if we had not put into 
Madagaſcar,where we were driven by 
ſtreſs of weather, I ſhould have exe- 
cuted a reſolution I had formed; 
which was, the firſt opportunity, to 
ſeize him and fling myſelf overboard 
with him, and drown him and my- 


ſelf together; but the fight of land 


put other thoughts into my head, 
6 which 
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Bay of St. Auguſtine, and were em- 
ployed in taking in ſuch wood and 
water as we ſtood in need of for the 
proſecution of our voyage; and as I 


was employed in the boat, in making 


frequent trips from the ſhore to the 
ſhip to fetch on board the wood we 
cut, I reſolved, the firſt opportunity 


T had, to make my eſcape, and rather 


truſt to the mercy of the barbarous 
natives, of whom I heard ſtrange 
accounts, or to the chance of ſome 
other ſhip's putting in, by which I 
might get off the iſland, than longer 
to continue in the helliſh ſlavery I 
was under amongſt this villainous 
ſet of wretches. About two leagues 
from our landing-place was a very 
thick wood, by which my eſcape 
might be concealed till the ſhip was 
obliged to ade, it's voyage. Be- 
ing thus determined, I waited an 
opportunity till the laſt water was to 
come on board, and mean timè ſe- 


cretly conveyed on ſhore, at times, 


a tinder- box, ſome biſcuit, and a 
bottle or two of brandy; all which I 
had, unperceived by my comrades, 
concealed in the ſand; and taking a 


lucky time, when they were all en- 


gaged in ſheep, waiting a proper mi- 
nute till the tide ſet off ſhore, I 
ſecured a muſquet, and an horn of 
pow:iler, which lay by them; and, 


with all expedition poſſible, gained 


the wood 1 have before ſpoken of, 
where I tarried at the ſkirts of it till 
ſuch time as the boat went on board; 
which it did, after they had hallooed 
and hooped for the ſpace of half an 
hour after me, to give me notice of 
their going off, I had got upon a 
riſing hill, from behind which I could 
ſee the veſſel, without the danger of 


being ſeen myſelf; and whether the 


brute was glad to get rid of me, or 


what, I cannot tell, but, without 


ſending aſhore again to ſearch for 
me, they weighed anchor, and I faw 
them ſtand out to fea, with a briſk 
wind at north-weſt by weſt, which 
ſoon carried them out of my fight. 

£ no began to feel all thoſe terrors 


a man mult experience upon being. 
thus left alone in an unknown coun- 
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which 1 purſued the diftates of in 


the following manner. We lay in a 

good bay on the weſt- ſide of the 

land, where we were repairing our 

FISNgs which I think is called the 
S 


try, of which 1 had heard dreadful 


© ſtories, and without a prolpect of 
meeting with the neceſſaries of life, 


unleſs I threw myſelf into the arms 
of barbarous ſavages, who, perhaps, 
might treat me with more cruelty 


than I had been uſed with before; 


and I begin to bewail my raſhneſs 
and folly in lcaving the ſhip; but J 
ſoon awaked from this tumult of 
my ſoul, aad went to the beach to 
get my biſcuit and brandy, and what 
other matters I had left there, which 
I found ſafe, and then ſought the 
cover of the wood again; which I 
nad no ſooner entered, than I elpied, 
upon a tree, the wood of which is 
ſomewhat like Brazil wood, a fowl 
of a black colour, ſpotted with white, 


ſomewhat reſembling our turkies, 


which I ſhot at, and killed; and 
immediately cutting ſticks with my 


knife, I made a fire, dreſſed my 


prize, and made as hearty a meal as 
ever I did in my life; and which was 
the more pleaſant, becauſe I had 


brought ſalt on ſhore in my pocket 


to r-1;:ſh what I killed, I was now 
in great want of water, and a veſſel 
to drink it in: the fiſt complaint I 
ſoon eaſed, by going to the foot of 
the rock where we watered our ſhip; 
and my hat ſerved me for drinking 
out of. In a few days I began to 
find my ſituation very agreeable, and 
reſolved to keep as near the bay as I 
could, to diſcover any ſhip that 
ſhould chance to put in there, by 
which I might get off the iſland. I 


found in the woods dates, and on 


the mountains oranges and citrons, 
which alſo yielded as fine clear water 
as ever I drank, Apes abound here 
in abundance, and many biras fit 
for food; but eſpecially that I have 
before ſpoken of, which has this re- 
markable circumſtance, that it has 
yellow horns on it's head, which is 


a mixture of blue and red; and they 
rove abuut the woods in large flocks, 


and are not thy; fo that I got them 
without difficulty; and in a rock, 
pretty near the extremity of this 
wood, I found a natural cave, which 
ſerved me for my Il.dging. My 
brandy, by good management, held 
out to a miracle; and I ſoon learned 
to live without bread, in lieu of which 
I cat dates. What I moſt appre- 


hended was the want of powder, of 


c which 
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« which I had now only a few charges 


left; and, to provide againſt the 


« worſt, having a very good knife, I 
cut long lances of the hard wood 
I have mentioned, and practiſed my - 
« ſelf in darting at a mark; fo that at 
length I became ſo dextrous as to be 
able to transfix any bird at a mode- 
rate diſtance that was not on the 
wing. I had a chart of the Eaſt 
Indies, and ſeveral others, with a 
treatiſe of navigation, and a pair of 
compaſſes, with which I employed 
ſome part of my time; and, at other 
times, | cut my name on the trees, 
and the date of the year on vhich 1 
voluntarily became a fugitive from 
the human race; and one of theſe I 
carved very handſomely, with the 
„following inſciription— 


K a Mdgx́ + a a & &.. a 


„„ TOs 
« This inſcription will tell thee, 
& That an unhappy youth, 
& Willian Prim, an Engliſhman, 
&© And citizen of London, 


$ Choſe here to expoſe himielf to all the 


& Jangers of am unknown country, 
“ Rather than lo ger pine under the hard- 
& ſhips inflicted upon him 


" By John Surly, commander of the Dover 


&« Inl.aman, | 
sf In tlie year 17—. 


« Oh! if my grief were known, my dire 


6 deſpalr, 
«© Thou could'ſt not, ſure, thy pitying 
« tears forbeat; 
« Concemn'd, an hopeleſs exile, thus t 
“ mourn 


6 My native plajns, where I hall ne'er 


„return. 
66 Exs entium, miſerere mib i!! 


© All this time, which was near five 
months, I had been diſcovered by 
none of the inhabitants, and teck 
care, for fear of then, to keep pretty 
much within the purliens of the 
wood, which had ſo long made my 
reſidence, often caſting a wiſhing 
eye towards the ſea, fivum my Jook- 
out, eagerly hoping for the arrival 
of ſome veſſel, to bear rae from my 
melancholy ſoli de. My cloachs 
were worn off my back almoſt, and 


and my ſhoes had been gone a con- 
ſiderable time; but my feet were ſo 
hardened and callous, that i felt no 
* mcommodity from going bare-foot- 
ed. One day I diſcovered from my 
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: [THF 
eminence, two of tlie natives going 
towards the bay; but providentially, 
though they paſſed through my wood, 
they did not diſcover me. I cannot 
expreſs to you the affright I was in; 
for, had they ſeen me, I muſt have 
expected to have been carried into 


the inland parts of the ifland, and 


have forſaken all hopes of ever get- 
ting off, which now buoyed up my 
ſpirits. They were well ſhaped, and 
had printed pieces of linen, ſeeming- 
ly calicoe, thrown over their hou. 


ders, by which I perceived they now 


and then trucked with the European 


veſſels that came into the iſland. 


They were armed with bows and 


arrows, and had each a long wooden 


lance in his hand, I cannot ſay IL 
was entirely, however, without a 


companion, for J had taken an ape, 


in a toi] which J invented for that 
purpoſe, made of the boughs of 
trees, over a deep pit, which, I had 
dug upon a ſand-hill; and though 
they are very large, I tamed him fo, 


by my kindneſs, that he followed 


me about like a dog; and had ſo 


many odd pranks and grimaces, that 


he often made me laugh extremely, 
and would imitate all my actions; 
ſo that I frequently ſent him for 
waer, and to gather me oranges and 
lemons, which he did very dexte- 
rouſly. A. length my deliverance 
arrived; and to my inexpreſſible joy, 


when J kad, as near as | can gueſs, 


fulalled my ſeventh month, as I was 


wiltfully ſurveying the diftant ocean, 


and thinking over all the accidents 


of my iife, I ſaw, ſome lengues in 


the offing, a fail, and the fight al- 


melt made me faint away; but how 
rejoiced, beyond expreſſion, was I, 
when it ſtood cGireftly into the bay, 
and cafting anchor there, ſeut it's 
boat on ſhore to i6.k for freſh water! 
I e myſelt before the land- 
ing place, and ſtartied chem by my 
ragged, uncouth figure, which at firſt 
made them ſtare; but our jo) was 
mutual, when we du covered each 
other to be countrymen; and, when. 
1 had told them tome parc of my 
ſtory, they carried me on hoard to 
their captain, who ſeemed to be a 
ſenſible, humane man, but who 
ueſtioned me very cloſely, fearing L 
had belonged to ſome of the pirate 
ſhips with which cheſe ſcas ſwarmed ; 
1 5 5 an 


* 


„ 3 = 6x 9 
PPP 


FB 


FP I nl 


OT WE ETSY 


* 
r  c__—  —— — —————————— 
. 


K AAA A aa „ „ 6A „„ a A 


148 


: 


wWEAE”ES A „ „ T_T T_T lQOTS_aACRN OC LaIOIM CO OO ee e ee 


o 


and when he was conyinced of the 


contrary, he entertained me on board, 


gave me cloaths and neceſſaries, and 
I once more began to live; but, hav- 
-O; b] 


ing been ſo long diſuſed to breeches 


and ſhoes, the former galled me, and 
the latter ſwelled my feet moſt in- 
tolerably. The captain's name was 
Nelſon, and that of his ſhip, the 
Charming Suſannah. I found he was 
very rich, anda confiderableplanterin 
Virginia; that the veſſel, was his own; 
that he had carried a lading of his own 


tobacco to London, from whence he 


took in a proper cargo, to trade on 
the coaſt of Africa for flaves; that 
a mutiny had happened amongſt his 
crew, who had riſen upon him, and 
ſeized the ſhip, which they endea- 
voured to bring round the Cape to 
this iſland; but being in great dan- 


ger, in lat. 40 10“ S, and long. 


10% W. of London, in a ſtorm, 


they had releaſed him to navigate the 


veſſel, which he carried into the 
Cape; but though he had them now 
in his power, he had been ſo honour- 
able as not to befray them to the 
Dutch; and by mere dint of argu- 
ment and perſuaſion, at which I 
found him an artiſt myſelf, had re- 
claimed them, and all was paſt over, 
after ſetting the two chief mutineers 


on ſhore, and very juſtly paying 


them their wages; that another hard 
gale had driven them ſo far to the 
eaſtward, where their want of water 
had induced them to bear up to Ma- 
dagaſcar, where they relieved me in 
ſo unexpected a manner. There were 
1 50 negroes on board, he having loſt 
near eighty in theſe ſeas by ſickneſs. 
When Mr. Nelſon had heard my 
ſtory, which he animadverted upon 
with great ſweetneſs, and found that 


I was not a ſeaman, but bred up a 


trader, he gave me charge of his 
books, and made me alſo his ſtew- 
ard, as well as his clerk, having loſt 
his former ſteward in the voyage; 
and never was man's condition ſo 
altered for the better; for he was a 
mild, ſociable, humane creature, had 
little of the rough ſeaman, but a vaſt 
deal of the gentleman about him; 
and had, I ſoon found, ſtudied and 
read the beſt authors. In ſhort, I 
loved him, and ſerved him ſo readily 


“and affectionately, that I perceived I 


% 


gained much upon his, mind; and 
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© you would be ſurprized to think how 
© dearly he valued me in fo ſhort 7 
time; but now he never would eat or 
drink without me; I became his cen. 
ſtant companion; and, by the ci. 
vilities I was thereby enabled to con. 
fer on my ſhipmates, gain-d the 
eſteem of the whole ſhip's crew, I 
found my captain had in Virginia x 
wife, and one daughter, of whom he 
was often talking with great tender. 
neſs; and he promiſed me, if J 
would ſettle with him there, he would 
give me an handſome ſalary, to look 
after his affairs; which propoſal I 
readily cloſed with; and indeed one 
main inducement was the character 
he gave Miſs Fanny, of whom I be. 
came perfectly enamoured, and al. 
ready conceived hopes of poſſeſſing 
her, and making my fortune, 
We had a very good voyage till 
ve came to the Cape de Verde Iſlands, 
where we touched at St. Vincent, but 
had no ſooner taken our departure, 
than a great ſtorm aroſe, which pvz- 
zled all the ſkill of our ſeamen, and 
it was with difficulty we rode it out, 
after loſing our main-maſt, which 
was ſhivered from top to bottom by 
a flaſh of lightning; and, being un- 
ſtepped by the fame flaſh, rolled over- 
board, endangering the loſs of the 
ſhip, which, however, was preſerved 
ſafe; and bearing away for the Lee- 
ward Iſlands, under a jury-maſt, we 
there remained near a month to refit, 
in which time we diſpoſed of an hun- 
dred of our negroes, to great adyan- 
tage. My health, during all theſe 
tedious adventures and voyages, was 
not in the leaſt affected; and I grew 
rather ſtronger and ſtronger, by the 
continual exerciſe I went through; 
and the captain falling ill at Bridge- 
town in Barbadoes, he truſted the 
management of all his concerns to 
me, without reſerve; in which I be- 
haved with ſuch diligence and fideli- 
tv, that he embraced me, when he 
ſaw my accounts; and, over and 
above my wages, made me gentcelly 
a preſent of twenty guineas; and {poke 
of me in ſuch terms, to the gentle- 
men of that iſland, that, if my gra- 
titude to him would have ſuffered 
me, I might have ſettled there with 
great advantage, | ; 
© Wearrivcd at Glouceſter, in Vir- 
ginia, in about ten days after my {ct 
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ſail from Barbadoes; but in our paſ- 


ſage we had very near all been de- 


ſtroyed by a very terrible accident 
that happened to us; and my beha- 
viour on the occaſion, ſtill more and 
more endeared me to Mr. Nelſon. 
One of our people being ſent down 
into the powder-room for ſome car- 
tridges, in an abſence of thought, 
carried an inch of candle with him, 
without putting it into a lanthorn, 
which was an uſual precaution we 


made uſe of; and, having ſome diffi- 
culty to come at what he wanted, 


very calmly ſtuck it into a barrel of 
powder, which was half unheaded; 
and, forgetting it afterwards, came 
up without it, faſtening the hatch- 
way after him. I immediately re- 
collected he had carried a candle with 
him, and called him aft, where the 
captain, a mate, and myſelf, were 
walking on the quarter-deck, and 
alked him haſtily, what he had done 
with the candle. The fellow ſtood 
aghaſt, and could not utter a word ; 
Mr. Nelſon, and all the reſt of us, 
turned as pale as death; and he or- 
dered the boat out immediately, ex- 
pecting every minute the ſhip to blow 
up; but I inſtantly aſſumed preſence 
of mind enough in this dread and 
confuſion, and, opening the hatch, 
jumped down the ladder, where I 
found the ſteady candle had burnt 
till within the diſtance of two lines 
only from the powder: I imme- 


diately ran my hand gently under it, 


and, ſcooping that, and an handful 
of powder with it, out of the bar- 
rel, endeavoured to toſs 1t up into 
the cabbin ; but it fired in my hand, 
and burnt me in a dreadful manner ; 
however, it ſaved the ſhip, and our 
lives; and every body had ſuch a 
ſenſe of the hazard JI ran, and the 
ſervice I had done them, that the 
_—_ claſped me in his arms, and 
told me he would ever eſteem me as 
his ſon; and the whole ſhip's com- 
pany rang acclamations and praiſes 
to me from ſtem to ſtern. Mr. Nel- 
ſon's plantation was upon James 
River; ſo that when he had deliver- 
ed ſome part of his cargo at Glou- 
ceſter, we ran up, and anchored at 


his very door, ſaluting his family 


with all our guns. Mr. Nelſon made 
me dreſs myſelf in a rich ſuit of 


* dloaths, which he ordered me to pro- 
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vide myſelf with at Bridgetown ; and 
being, you know, no contemptible 
figure, he made me a great many 
compliments on the gentility of my 
perſon, We were rowed on.ſhore in 
the barge, only him and myſelf; and 
he was received, at his arrival, by 
his wife and daughter, with a ten- 
derneſs that well indicated the regard 
they had for ſo valuable a relation. 
He preſented me to them, with theſe 
kind expreſſions “ See here, ladies, 
a man to whom I owe my fhip and 
cargo, my own life, and that of my 
people: ] beg you would eſteem him 
as a friend of mine, and who is 
going to become one of my family.“ 
I ſaluted Mrs, Nelſon, and her 


amiable daughter, at whole fight, I 


muſt confeſs, J directly yielded up 


my heart a prize to her charms. 
They received me with great polite- 
neſs and good- nature; and I found 


Mrs. Nelſon's temper to be pretty 


much a copy of her huſband's; but 
(and, my dear friend, you will ſuffer 
a lover to ſpeak) I found Miſs Fanny, 
paſt all my expectations, lovely, and 
the beauties of her mind exceeded 
far even thoſe of her perſon. You 
know, Thompſon, that I have a 
good addreſs, and a ready fluency of 
ſpeech; and I put myſeif forward in 
every thing that could be agreeable 
to my friend, and theſe ladies; in— 
ſomuch, that Fanny, I believe, ſoon 
perceived me anothergueſs creature 
the buchſtins, a term the 
towns-people make uſe of, jocoſely, 
to diſtinguiſh the country planters, 
who had made love to her; and I 
flattered myſelf, that this firſt inter- 


view gave her ſome motions in my 


favour. She was tall and fine- 
ſhaped, her features regular, and her 
delicate ſkin was of the fineſt white 
that ever I beheld; ſhe was near 


nineteen years of age; and if ſhe had 


any fault, it was that of being a lit- 
tle affected, and too conſcious of the 
charms nature had given her. Mr. 
Nelſon was a juſtice of peace in the 
county, and ſo reſpected by his 
neighbours, that we had a crowd of 
viſitors every day, for ſome time, to 
welcome him on his arrival; and, 
determining not to go to ſea again, he 
put his mate into the veſſel, as cap- 
tain; and loaded him with a cargo 
for London, ſoon after; and juſt be- 
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© fore he ſailed, I paſſed a compli- 
© mient, at an entertainment, that was 
© made us on board, which my young 
© lady took with a ſenſible pleaſure. I 
© aſked Mr, Nelſon, why he called his 
© veſſel the Charming Suſannah. To 
© which he anſwered, wondering at 
© my queſtion, that it was the name 
© he bought her in, and he never had 
© thought it worth while to alter it. 
„ But, Sir, I beg the favour you would 
| © re-baptize her,” ſays I; and, if 
1 have found any favour in your 
© ſight, let me give it a name that has 
© areal meaning. Agreed! ſays 
he; © what ſhall the name be?” I 
© bowed to the company, and, begging 
© them to walk on the quarter-deck, 
I ſtepped forward, with a bottle of 
< wine in my hand; and, daſhing it 
© againſt the main-maſt, cried, From 
46 henceforward this veſſel ſhall be 
“ called the Lovely Fanny, as a juſt 
te compliment to the fineſt woman in 
« Virginia!“ Miſs bluſhed like ſcar- 
© Jet; her father and mother were 
© pleaſed, as well as herſelf, to the laſt 


© degree; and we fired a round of the 
guns at this new ceremony. When 


< we came home, whether the liquor, 
which I had drank pretty freely of, 
or the heat of the weather, oppreſſed 
me, Ican't tell ; but I, all on a ſud- 
den, fell down, - without ſenſe or 
motion, which frightened Mr. Nel- 
ſon and his lady extremely ; but, as 
to Miſs, ſhe was like one diſtracted, 
and talked fo tenderly of me before, 
by bleeding, I was brought to my 
ſenſes, that her father and mother 


had made a very deep impreſſion on 
her mind. In ſhort, my friend, I 
won't trouble you with our court- 
ſhip, which, though it yielded me 
the greateſt pleaſure, would not be 
very intereſting to you; and ſhall 
only relate a circumſtance, which 
made a great deal in my favour, and 
haſtened the match; which was 
this— 
We were, with her father and 
mother, in a diſtant county, at the 
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Mr. Hoe, a planter there, whoſe 
ſon, a great, ſenſeleſs, hawwbuck, 
was deſperately in love with her; 
and though ſhe hated him, I knew, 
yet ſhe permitted his addreſſes, on 
purpoſe to make me jealous and 


J ˙—. 
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were amazed at it, and perceived I 


back of the colony, paying a viſit to 
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more ſubmiſſive; and one evenin 6 
walking in the neighbouring Savan. 
nah, whilſt ſhe was, by turns, raiſ. 
ing and depreſſing our hopes, for 
we were both with her; and had juſt 
ſaid, ** Gentlemen, I have no opi- 


& nion of a man's profeſſions that 
« can thus live tamely with his rival; 


«© I ſhould rather think rage and de- 
cc mm ſhould engage them to fight 
& for the poſſeſhon of what they ſo 


« eagerly wiſh; and I ſhould be glad 
to be the firſt woman in Virginia, 


ce that has been the ſubject of a duel;” 
when out iſſued from the wood a 
dreadful large briftling wild hog, 
and, without fear, made acroſs the 
Savannah, directly oppoſite to us. 
Poor Miſs e 
ſnelter, in her hurry, to young Hoe, 
who had a matchet by his ſide; but 
he directly ſcoured away in a mi- 
nute; whilſt I, laughing, had pre- 
ſence of mind to halloo out to him 
to come and defend his miftreſs, 
who, by this time, was fallen into a 
ſwoon. In fine, I had no time to 
loſe, for the brute advanced apace, 
and began to grunt, like a real wild 
boar, caſting up his ſnout, all white 


his prominent, jaggy tuſks. I drew 
my hanger, and made a ſtroke at 


tearing up the very ground for mad- 
neſs, he attacked me, with a ſpring, 
and tore my breeches up, and made 
a flight wound in my left thigh, 
which I immediately returned, by 
cleaving him, at one blow, aimed 
with all the ſtrength J was maſter 
of, down the ſkull; and, ſeconding 
it, he fell, and roſe no more. Fanny 
had juſt recovered, and ſeen the lat- 
ter part of the fight; and now, like 
a Guy of Warwick, or a vahant 
Moor of Moor Hall, I cut off his 


ſtreſs's feet. The firſt thing the did, 
was to lend me her handkerchief to 
bind up my wounds; and, whilſt ſhe 
« was doing that, obſerved what a 
© ſcoundrel and coward her other lov- 
© er was; adding, at the ſame time 
© giving me her hand, Generouſlly 
« you have ſaved my life, and, there- 
6“ fore, it is but juſtice to devote it, 
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& for the future, to your happine!s 
(“and ſatisfaction.“ I embraced the 


» grateful 


out, and ran for | 


with foam, into the air, and gnaſhing | 


him, that hardly penetrated Eis hide, | 
and butinflamed him the more; and, 


head, and laid it bleeding at my mi- 
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grateful fair- one with tranſport, and. 
© carried her to the houſe, where Hoe 
« was ſufficiently roaſted by all pre- 
« ſent, and I was as much applauded; 
© ſo that, in about ſix months after 
« this, with the conſent of both father 
© and mother, I married my amiable 
Fanny, and partook of delights in 
© that tender union, that are far too 
great for the power of eloquence to 
« deſcribe. y father-in-law and 
© mother ſurrendered a large planta- 
tion to our uſe, and, to our inexpreſ- 
« ſible grief, both of them deceaſed 
« about half a year ago, leaving us in 
actual poſſeſſion of near 30,0001. 
« My love to this dear creature has 
been conſtantly increaſing, and ſhe 
© has bleſied me with a lovely boy, 
© that is juſt the picture of his mother. 
If any thing at firſt gave me uneaſi- 
neſs, it was the obſerving a coldneſs 


c 
in my wife's diſpoſition, which did 
0 
c 


not ſuit with the warmth and fervour 
of my ſanguine and amorous tem- 
per, and which I often reproached 
© her with; but I ſoon got her lovely 


« perſon in as full perfection as I knew 
© before I had her ſoul. 


I parted with her to come this voy- 
© age to ſettle ſome affairs in England, 
© with the utmoſt regret; and, indeed, 
© ſhe would have been my comrade in 


it, if ſhe was not big with child, 


© which would not permit me to truſt 
© her to the uncertain dangers of the 
© ſea; and the event has proved the 
* juſtneſs of my judgment; though 
nothing gives me pain in the acci- 
« dent that has happened to me, fince 
it has procured me the 128 of 
© ſeeing Mr. Thompſon, fave that it 
© will make my voyage ſomewhat 
© longer, and thereby detain me, more 
© than J propoſed, from the arms of 
© my dear wife, to whoſe labour I] am 
© under ſolemn promiſe to return, if 
* Providence permits me. I hope the 
© friends I have wrote to have inſured 
* my cargo; but if not, the loſs, at 
preſent, won't be much to me; and 
I have bills about me to the value of 
2000], upon ſome of the beſt mer- 
chants in London. And thus you 
ſee, my friend, that I am a very hap- 
* py man; and J do affure you, I 
© ſtrive, by doing all the good in my 
© power to my fellow - creatures, to re- 
turn thanks to Providence for it's 
* bleſſings, and to atone for the former 


a a a a ea 


irregularity of my conduct. But 
now I ſhould be glad to hear how 
Speculiſt, Prig, and the reſt of our 


in purſe or perſon, I can ſerve my 
old friend, and prove to him, that I 
am ſtill the diſintereſted Will Prim 
he formerly knew me to be. 


6 
5 
6 
old acquaintance do; and whether, 
6 
c 
4 
« 


CHAP. XIII. 


HE SATISFIES PRIM IN HIS EN- 
 QUIRIES — THE MUTUAL CIVI- 
LITIES THAT PASS BETWEEN 
THEM—THEY TOUCH AT ONE 
OF THE CAPE DE VERDE 
ISLANDS—A VESSEL PUTS IN 


THERE ALSO, BOUND TO GLAS- 


» GOW IN SCOTLAND — PROVES 
TO BE FREIGHTED BY PRIM'S 
OVERSEER—HE GOES ON BOARD 
HER — ENTERTAINS THE GEN- 
TLEMEN FROM THE HASTINGS 
— THEY TAKE LEAVE OF EACH 
OTHER, AND PROCEED ON 
THEIR RESPECTIVE VOYAGES. 


Was charmed with the frank and 

open air with which Mr. Prim re- 
lated his adventures, and the various 
difficulties and diſtreſſes he had en- 
countered before his fortunate and 
happy ſettlement, and congratulated 
him with the utmoſt ſincerity; and we 
both obſerved that many young fel- 
lows of natural good diſpoſitions, and 


whoſe minds were of a generous caſt, 


though they might be ſomewhat rak- 
iſh, and purſue bad courſes; yet, one 


time or other, their = ſenſe will get 


the better of their follies, and they will 
return to thoſe inaxims of virtue and 
honour which they had forſaken. He 
was ſorry for my worthy maſter's miſ- 
fortunes, and was ſurprized at what I 
told him of my friend Diaper's being 
gone ic the Indies, ſaying, * I think 
© we ire all turned adventurers for my 
© part, but Prig, who holds his own 
« ground, and thrives in his native 
© country, which I am very much re- 


c joiced at, and will call to ſee him.“ 


I told him, if he had * luck in get- 


ting to Engiand, that Prig would be 
in Yorkſhire. * Then, faith,” ſays 
Prim, if you will give me a direc- 
© tion, I will go and pay him a viſit 
© there,* I anſwered, I ſhould do that 


with great pleaſure, and would recom- 
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mend him to my father's acquaint- 
ance, and ſome other worthy people, 
to whom I would take an opportunity- 
to write by him, if he would take the. 
trouble to carry,the letters; which, he 
ſaid, he would make it his care and 
ſtudy to do, and informed me, that if 
his wife would conſent, he intended in 
a few years to ſettle in his native coun - 
try, there to ſpend the remainder of 


his days, and hoped he ſhould ſee me 


there too by that time. [fe was very 
ſorry for poor Speculiſt, though, he 


ſaid, he had not behaved to him very 


handſomely; and, being very curious 
to know my real motives for going to 
the Eaſt Indies, I related all my miſ- 


fortuacs to him, at which he very ten- 
derly ſympathized with me, and at- 


tempted to ſpeak ſome 2 
words of comfort. Let me aſſure 
« you, my friend, ſays he, if ever 
vou have any occaſion, if you'll draw 
C bills on me, I'll pay them at ſight, 
© for any ſum of money you may 
6 want, and here is my direction,“ To 


& Col. Prim, upon James River in Vir- 


« ginia; for you muſt know I ama mi- 
© litary man too, and command in our 


© Virginia militia, and am alſo in the 
© commiſſion of the peace for James, 
© York, and Glouceſter counties.“ I 


thanked him for his civility, and then 
opened my wardrobe, deſiring him to 
fit himſelf with what cloaths he liked 
beſt amongſt them. He choſe a ſuit of 
blue cloth, with a gold lace, and took 
three of my ſhirts, and ſome other ne- 


ceſſaries of that kind, having loſt all, 


but what he had on his back, in the 
late conflagration of his ſhip. He of- 


fered to give me a bill to the amount, 


but I refuſed it with anger, and told 
him, I would truſt till we ſaw each 
other in England. The winds not 


hanging very favourably for us, Cap-, 
tiain Social reſolved to touch at St. Vin- 


cent, one of the Cape de Verde iſlands, 
which we ſafely reached; and in a very 
commodious bay came to anchor, in- 
tending to purchaſe ſome additional 
live ſtock, and get a recruit of freſh 
water to fill our empty caſks. Here I 
took an opportunity of writing to my 
father and mother, and all my good 
friends in Yorkſhire, and alſo to Mr. 
and Mrs, Bellair, and Miſs Sukey; 
all which, with proper directions and 
inſtructions, I confided to the cuſtody 
of Mr. Prim, We ſpent our time very 


agreeably, - often taking trips to the 
ſhore; and our new comrades beine 
all as agreeable as ourſelves, we led a 
life that was really to be envied. 1 
ſnal] not take up my reader's time in a 
deſcription of thoſe iſlands which are ſo 
well known, and of which ſuch ample 
relations are given in books of voy. 
ages, which may juſtify ſuch omiſſions 
in the future courſe of my adven. 
tures\ 3 

When we had laid here about two 
days, a large ſhip came in, which Cap. 
tain Clements knew to be a ſhip he 
bd left in Virginia, commanded by 
Captain Cable; and Prim, he, and 
myſelf, with two or three more of our 
company, went on board her, ard 
found that moſt part of the cargo had 
been ſhipped by Mr. Prim's overſeer, 
and was conſigned to Mr. Ferguſon, a 
merchant at Glaſgow, on his account, 
The captam was glad to ſee his 
freighter, and ſoon agreed to take 
him, Captain Clements, and the crew 
of his ſhip, on board, and to curry 
them to that port; Mr. Prim engaging 
to pay what was thought due, over and 
above their working their paſſage. We 
were entertained very nobly on board, 
and ſoon after Prim and his ſhip's 
company removed to Captain Cable's 
ſhip, giving Captain Social an indem- 
nification for their ſtay on board of 


him. Two of the hands, being will- 


ing, were entertained on board the 
Haſtings, and agreed to go to the In- 
dies with Captain Social. | 

I ſtayed with Prim in the veſſel he 
was going home in, and, in a day or 
two after he had left us, all the gen- 
tlemen on beard the Haſtings were in- 
vited to an entertainment on board the 
York, where we were regaled with the 
beſt the ſhip could afford, and Prim 
was never tired, with Captain Cle- 


ments, of paying their acknowledg- 


ments to us: we had our muſick with 


us, and ſpent the day in a moſt agree- 


able manner, making an entertainment 
of the ſame ſort next day for them in 
the Haſtings ; and Prim got a pipe cf 
Madeira, and ſome other refreſhments, 
which he beſtowed, as a preſent, on the 
crew of the ſhip, in return for the civi- 
lities they had ſhewn to his people. 
He alſo would inſiſt upon increating 
our ſtores out of the York, which was 
extremely well provided for her voy- 
age to Scotland, 


Both 
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Both ſhips having taken in what 
they had occaſion for at St. Vincent, 
and the wind ſerving to turn out of 


the bay, we both weighed, after tax- 
ing leave of each other in the moſt af- 


fectionate manner; Prim and myſelf 


being almoſt melted into tears at part- 
ing. He would make me accept of a 


diamond ring, as a token of his love, 


which J returned by a preſent of the 
like kind; and, having a very fine. 


gold repeating watch, he inſiſted upon 


making Captain Social a preſent of it 


for all favours; and he alſo made 
ſome very preity acknowledgments to 
the other gentlemen of our meſs. 

We both got out to ſea, and faluted 
each other with our guns, and three 
cheers, and their ſhip was ſoon out of 
fight. | } 

It gave me extreme ſatisfaction, that 
I had met with ſuch an opportunity of 
writing to my dear friends in England, 
which I knew would in ſome meaſure 
eaſe them of their anxiety for my wel- 
fare, | 


CHA P. X. 


THEY ARE IN DANGER FROM A 
WATER-SPOUT —HE IS SAVED 
FROM GREAT PERIL BY HIS SER- 
VANT—CAPTAIN SOCIAL DIES— 
THEY ARE DRIVEN BY A STORM 
TO THE SOUTHWARD—IN GREAT 
DISTRESS—THEY MEET WITH 
LAND—BEAR UP TO THE CAPE 
OF GOOD HOPE—REFIT THEIR 
VESSEL, AND PROCEED ON THEIR 
VOYAGE. | | 


THIS meeting with Prim ſpread | 


an eaſe and calm over my mind 
that was very ſalutary to me; and no 
one, that has not been long and tedious 
voyages, can imagine how agreeable it 
is at à great diſtance from home to meet 
with a friend or a countryman; you 
ſeem then to be enjoying all you have 
left behind you; and ſuch an interview 
ſtores you with a number of pleaſing 
ideas and remembrances, that ſoften 


and leſſen all the fatigues you under- 


go. We touched at St. Helena, where 
we continued only two days, and then 
run away for the latitude of the Cape; 
but we were ſurprized one morning 


with the ſight of what the ſeamen call 


a Water -{pout, and the more ſo, as they 


are not very frequent on this ſide the 
Cape: for my part, I regarded it as a 


curious inſtance of the wonders of 


Nature, but did not indulge my'de- 


light ſo far as not to be apprehenſive of 
ſome danger. We were lo near, that 


we could fee the water aſcend through 


this column of air, and were obliged 
to tack, to avoid any ill conſcquences 
that might ariſe from it's breaking; 
which, at the difcharge of a ſwivel, it 


did, curling the ocean with a white 
foam as far as the eye could reach. It 
was very merry to hear the ſuperſtitious 
reaſonings of the ſailors upon this 
phenomenon: I looked upon it as 
one of thoſe natural events that il- 
luſtrate and demonſtrate the truth of 
the new philoſopky. I was attentively 
viewing it's diſappearance, and for 
that purpoſe had Rretched myſelf far- 
ther than ordinary out of one of the 


cabbin-windows, when the ſhip ſent 


an head ſo violently, that I was ſud- 
denly caſt out a prey to the waves. I 
beſtirred myſelf, after the firſt ſurprize 


was over, and began to ſwim after the 


veſſel, which made conſiderable way, 
and was in the utmoſt terror, as I 
happened to be the only one in the 


cabbin, at the thought of being left 
by them; but luckily Truman, my 


man, caſting his eyes abroad, diſco- 
vered me ſtruggling with the biliows, 
apd making what efforts I could to 
raiſe my head above water in ſuch a 
manner as to be perceived. He knew 
me; and, telling the next perſon to 
him of what he had ſeen, immediately 


jumped overboard to my aſſiſtance. 
He was an excellent ſwimmer, and 


ſoon came up to me, where I] was al- 
molt ſpent with labour and overcome 


with deſpair; and, flipping under me, 


ſupported me on his back, till, the ſhip 
being ſufficiently now alarmed, the 


| fails were backed, a boat put out, and 


we were taken up more dead than 
alive, and carried on board. We toon 
came to ourſelves, and every one con- 
gratulated my deliverance ;z and I was 
ſo truck with this action of Truman's, 
that I thought I could not acknow- 
ledge his affection and attachment too 
much; and from this time I gave him 
a more reſpectful treatment, made him 
ſuperintendant of all my affairs; and, 
finding him a man of as good an head 
as he had an heart, I ſeldom reſolved 
on any thing without firſt aſking bs 
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his advice; and by this faithful ſer- 
vant I reaped many advantages, as 
will be perceived in the following part 
of my adventures.— Poor Captain So- 
cial was attacked, about this time, with 
the gout in his ſtomach, which he had 
for a ſeries of years been afflicted with, 
in ſo violent a manner, that, notwith- 
ſtanding all the aſſiſtance of our ſur- 


| fron, a paroxyſm carried him off, to 
the revs regret of every body on 


board, as he was truly an excellent 
feaman, a vigilant commander, and a 
gentleman of great good-temper and 
humanity, He was ſucceeded in the 
command of the Haſtings by Mr. 
Bentley, our firſt mate, whoſe good 
qualities could alone conſole us for our 
Joſs. The death of our captain was 
followed by a violent ſtorm, which 
met us in longitude 102 weſt, and la- 
titude 309 $8 ſouth, and continued 
without intermiſſion for fourteen days; 
ſo that our people being all jaded and 
tired, our ſhip tried an hull, and drove 
at the mercy of winds and waves, and, 


by our reckonings, far to the ſouth of 


our true courſe. It was now 1 began 
to conceive and feel the miſeries and 


hardſhips of a ſea-faring life, and for 


moſt part of the time, as we could 
light no fires, we were forced to con- 
tent ourſelves with biſcuit, and ſuch 
cold ſtores as we had by us, to ſatisfy 
our hunger; being alſo forced to keep 
cloſe in our cabbins, for the moſt ex- 
perienced ſeamen could very difficultly 
ſtand the deck. The tenth day, whilſt 
the waves rolled over us, and burſt 
upon us with a fury that made us ap- 
prehend every minute we ſhould foun- 


der, our fore-maſt was brought by the 


board, and it was with difficulty we 


cleared ourſelves of her, time enough 


to. prevent the damage we feared it 
would do us; and we had no ſooner 
got over that diftreſs, than one of our 


guns of the lower tier broke looſe, and 


we were apprehenſive ſhe would by her 
forceful ſallies break through the ſhip's 
ſides: in ſhort, we were all confu- 
fron; but the captain, with a com- 
mendable preſence of mind, ordered 
up all the hammocks and bedding, and 
ſo providentially choaked her up, that 
we found the danger quite over. When 
the ſtorm in ſome meaſure ſubſided, we 
found ourſelves in latitude 502 and 


ſome minutes ſouth; and, as near as. 
we could gueſs, in longitude 118915 


JOE THOMPSON. 


eaſt of the meridian of London, in the 


vaſt and unploughed Southern Ocean; 


and, a calm ſucceeding of many days, 
our water grew ſo ſcanty, that we were 
reduced to half a pint a day; and, to 
add to our calamity, above half the 
ſhip's crew were eaten up with the 
ſcurvy, and our freſh proviſions were 
ſo low, that what we ſpared to them 
was not ſufficient to be of much ſervice 
in that dreadful diſtemper : but how 
ſurprized were we one morning, when 
a man at the maſt-head cried out— 
* Land! Land!“ and ſounding, we 
found fifty fathom water. We were 
at a loſs to imagine what land this 
could be, which bore from us fouth- 
eaſt, till Mr. Bentley, in one of his 
charts, found a cape, which was there 
called Cape Circumciſion, and was a 
very late diſcovery. I muſt own, juſt 
at that moment, I was in hopes our 


commander would ſend a boat to diſ- 


cover the coaſt; but a ſoutherly wind 
ſpringing up, he took the advantage 
of it, and ſtood away to the north- 
weſtward, which courſe in a few days 
brought us ſafely into Saldana Bay, 
at the Cape of Good Hope, to our in- 
expreſſible joy and ſatisfaction. Here 
our men were ſoon recovered of their 


toil and illneſs, and I received great 


pleaſure in viewing the fine ſettlements 
of the induſtrious Dutch at the Cape, 
who have made a paradiſe of the coun- 
try the Engliſh deſpiſed, and all other 
nations looked upon with the utmoſt 
diſtaſte. The natives themſelves, who 
ſeemed hardened to- all the maxims of 
human creatures, now, under their 
government, begin to aſſociate toge- 
ther and form ſocieties; a plain proof 
that the wildeſt natures may be culti- 
vated, if proper methods are employed. 
We lay here near three weeks; and, 
having taken in proper proviſions and 
refreſhments for the farther part of our 
voyage, we weighed, with one French 
and two Dutch ſhips in company, and, 
with a fine gale, and delightful weather, 
doubled this famous promontory, and 


entered the Indian Ocean. 


CHAP. XV. 


THEY ARE OBLIGED TO PUT INTO 
THE ISLAND OF JAVA — $SAIL 
FROM THENCE, AND ARRIVE AT 
FORT ST, GEORGE, ON THI 
Hr CoasST 
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COAST OF COROMANDEL—HE 18 
WELL RECEIVED=—FALLS ILL— 
RECOVERS, AND APPLIES HIM- 


SELF ASSIDUOUSLY TO THE Ddu- 


TIES OF HIS PROFESSION—RE- 
CEIVES LETTERS FROM ENG- 
LAND. | 


\ N E purſued our voyage through 
this delightful ſea for ſeveral 


days with all the ſucceſs we could de- 
ſire, and, methinks, nothing can equal 
the pleaſure we experienced: ſtill quiet 
gales filled our ſteady fails, the veſſel 


gently gliding through the waves; 


and, if the heat was almoſt intolerable, 
we were compenſated by having little 
elſe to do than to look abroad, and 
ſurvey the fine ſkies, and the ſmooth 
face of the ocean, curled into mean- 
dring forms by the ſliding keel. An 
infinite number of ſheerwaters, and 
other birds of the aquatick kind, at- 
tended our progreſs ; the timorous fly- 


ing fiſh, purſued by the devouring al- 


bicones, now and then ſkimmed over 
us, whilſt the ſportive porpoiſe, tumb- 
ling with uncouth poſtures, baſked 
every now and then. on the ſurface of 
the waters. This weather did not, 
however, continue a great while, and 


was followed by a ſmarter pale at 


north-eaſt than we could weil expect; 


ſo that we were driven a great way to 


leeward, and our captain thought it 


adviſeable to try to ſtretch over, either 
to fall in with the iſland of Sumatra 
or Java; which laſt we ſafely reached, 
and anchored in the port of Batavia, 
the capital of the Dutch empire in this 
part of the world; where we were 
viſited by the proper officers, who con- 


tinued on board of us to prevent any 


illicit trade, as few of our outward- 
bound Indiamen ever touch at their 
ſettlements in this country. However, 
conſidering Dutch craft and policy, 


ve were tolerably well uſed, permitted 


to buy ſuch things as were neceſſary 
for us, and to go on ſhore. Nothing 
is a greater proof of the opulence of 
their company, and their power in the 
Eaſt Indies, than this city, which has 
in it all the conveniences and pleaſures 


this part of the world can afford; and 


it is ſurprizing to what an height they 
have raiſed themſelves, by perſeverance 
and abſolute induſtry, in ſuch a few 


years, as thoſe ſince they applied them- 


ſelres ſo indcfatigably to this trade, 
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The Dutch governor- general lives like 
a prince, and exacts and receives more 
homage than the States-General them- 
ſelves do from their ſubjects in Europe. 
We lay here only three days and an 
half, and then put to ſea with the wind 
at 8. W. which ſtill ſhifting more 


favourably, we entered the harbour of 
Fort St. George, after a tedious and 


fatiguing voyage of near ſeven months, 
ſaluting the fort, which was returned 
by the like compliment, We landed 
the next day, and waited on the go- 
vernor, by whom we were very po- 
litely received; and I was alſo viſited 
and congratulated on my arrival by the 
reſt of the gentlemen and factors of 
the place, which much exceeded the 
ideas I had entertained of it. Fort 
St. George is a very handſome ſtron 

building, but ſadly fituated, the GA 
being very ſandy and dry, ſo that all 
roots and herbs are brought to per- 
fection with a great deal of trouble. 


The ſea rolls very impetuouſly upon 


the ſhore, and more ſo than on any 
other place on the coaſt of Coroman- 


del. The White, or European Town, 
has two churches, one for the Engliſh, 


the other for the Roman Catholicks. 


I hired a lodging in what they call the 


O1d College, which was but a ſooty 


kind of dwelling; but I found many 8 


other gentlemen- factors there, hic 
made me tolerably eaſy. 
verncd by a mayor and aldermen. The 
Black Town is inhabited by Gentoos, 
Mahometans, Armenians, and Portu- 
gueſe, and has temples and churches 
for each religion. The company have 
a mint, and there are ſeveral publick 
ſchools in the town. 


and merchants, with whom he con- 
ſults on the company's concerns, The 
colony has ve 
duce or manufactures for foreign mar- 
kets; and the trade is principally in 
the hands of the Armenians and Jews, 
the Engliſh being "ug. employed in 
ſhip-building. There are ſuppoſed to 
be eighty thouſand inhabitants in the 
towns and villages under the company's 


juriſdiction; and there are about five 


hundred Engliſh amongſt them, as 


gentlemen, merchants, ſeamen, and 


ſoldiers, People enjoy a great ſhare 
of health here, and look briſk and 


ruddy; the heats in ſummer being the 
| greateſt 


It is go- 


The governor 
is the ſupreme magiſtrate, and has a 
council, compoſed generally of factors 


ittle of it's own pro- 
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eateſt trouble and inconvenience they 
abour under; but that feldom laſts 
above four os five hours a day, when 


the ſea-breeze comes on, and revives 


the drooping ſpirits of the panting in- 
habitants. 'The governor has an hand- 
ſome country-ſeat, with good gardens, 
a bowling-green, a teal-pond, and 
other agreeable curioſities. He is at- 


- tended by a guard of Englith ſoldiers 


whenever he goes abroad; and lives in 
2 ſtate and grandeur. So much 

or deſcription, which is. a little be- 
fide my deſign; but I thought I could 
not excuſe myſelf from ſaying ſome- 


| what of a place in which I ſpent ſome 
years of my life, and laid the founda- 


tion of my preſent happineſs. 
Soon after my arrival, I had the 


misfortune to be taken ill with a violent 
fever, peculiarto theclimate,which held 


me a conſiderable time, and brought 
me almoſt to death's door; but the 


care of my phyſician, who was the ſur- 


geon of the Haitings, a very worthy 


and ingenious man, and ſkilful in 


either profeſſion; and the conſtant, af- 
fectionate attendance of Truman, to- 


gether with the ſtrength of my conſti- 


tution, overcame my diſorder; and, as 
ſoon as I was well, I applied mylelf, 


with all the aſſiduity I was capable of, 
to make myſelf maſter of the manner 


of trade in theſe countries, and the 


nature of the buſineſs I was to tranſact; 
in which I was very much aſſiſted by 


Mr. William Saris, another factor, 
Fho had ſome time reſided there, and 


was nearly of my own age and temper, 
with whom 1 contracted a very inti- 
mate and cloſe friendſhip; ſo that I 
ſoon began to move about 1n the ſphere 
fortune had allotted me with be- 
coming ſpirit and induſtry ; and was 


_ univerſally careſſed by both ſuperiors 


and equals. I had, in a month after 


my arrival, the pleaſure of letters from 
my father, and other friends in Eng- 


land, by a ſhip that ſailed a fortnight 
after us; which, indeed, gave me no 
account of any thing that had hap- 
pened extraordinary, but was a pleaſing 
proof of my friends punctuality in 
Writing to me. | 
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MF SENDS TRUMAN ON A TRADING 
 VOTYAGEm—RECEIVES CREAT AD- 


VANTAGES FROM IT=—SENDS p17 
TO THE DIAMOND MINES—1s 0x- 
DERED ON THE COMPANY's ap. 
FAIRS TO SURAT —EXECUTFEs 
HIS COMMISSION WITH SUCCESS 
—1S ORDERED UP TO HUGHLY— 
IN GREAT DANGER AND DISTREss 


ON THE ISLAND OF SAGAR—Pko.. 


VIDENTIALLY RELIEVED — RE- 
TURNS TO FORT ST. GEORGE, 


Was near three months in the coun. 

try before I ventured to turn what 
money I brought with me, which was 
between 3 and 4000l. of my own and 
Mr. Goodwill's, to any advantage; 
in all which time, however, I endea- 
voured to improve, by the experience 
I acquired, from obſervation and con- 
verſe, particularly with my friend Sa- 
ris; and as I was willing to avoid any 
imputation of preferring my own in- 


tereſt before that of the company, or 
indeed of interfering in private trade, 


I kept Truman about me, in the na- 


ture of a friend, who had come to im- 


prove his fortune, and at length de- 
termined to provide him with a cargo, 
and ſend him in one of the country 
ſhips on a trading voyage, to the coal 
of Perſia; and Saris alſo wanting to 
be concerned, he advanced a proper 
cargo; and, for Truman's better en- 
couragement, who was a man of ſoli- 
dity and good ſenſe, we agreed to pay 
him a certain ſum for agency; and [ 
advanced him 20ol. to riſque on his 
own account; ſo, giving him proper 
inſtructions, we ſent him away. He 
was five months in executing his com- 
miſſion, which he did with great dex- 
terity and equal fidelity. The wines, 
and other returns, he brought, were 
diſpoſed of to ſuch advantage, that I 
found myſelf near 1oocl. gainer; and 
Mr. Saris was upwards of 300 ru- 
pees the better. His own venture pro- 
cured double, and he paid me the 200]. 
having with his agency cleared near 
300], ſterling ; which gave me infinite 
pleaſure, as I was ied, if poſitble, 
to make his fortune, before he left the 
Indies, with me; and he had ſhewed 
himſelf ſo much a man of ſpirit and 
genius in this affair, that, afterwards, 
both myſelf and Saris approved of any 
thing he propoſed for our profit, and 
never found ourſelves deceived, He 


was ſoon after quite enamoured of 
a ſcheme he had formed of making a 
tour 
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Hur to the diamond mines, which we 
iccordingly furnifhed him properly for, 
and underſtood, by a letter we received 
from him a fortnight after his depar- 
ture, that he had hired fo many covets 
of ground, incluſed them, and had begun 
to dig, as is the cuſtom, ſurrounded 
by the King of Golconda's centinels, 
who challenges all“ ſtones of above 
ſixty grains as his own, the adven- 
turer having all the reſt he finds, | 

We entertained great hopes, from the 


good fortune that we generally found 


attended Truman, that this expedition 
would turn very much to account; but 
before we heard again, I was ordered 


on my 6 affairs, to tranſa&t 


fome buſineſs at Surat; and was 
obliged to go over 'land to that city ; 
which gave me great pleaſure, as I 
wanted to ſatisfy my curioſity in vi- 
fiting the interior parts of the country. 
The goods I had with me were loaded 
on oxen, an ox being able to carry 
between three and four hundred weight; 
and for myſelf, as ſoon as I came to 
Maſſulipatan, I hired a palanquin, or 
little coach, with balluftres about it: 


it had a covering of ſattin; a ſlave at- 
tends to manage the covering, accord- 


ing to the traveller's poſition, as to the 
ſun; and*another carried a targot, or 


fan of ofiers, covered with tuff, to 


keep off it's heat; it is carried by three 
or Pour men on their ſhoulders, who 
o as ſwift as the chairmen in Eng- 
find do with a ſedan, from being 
brought up to the laborious exerciſe 
from their youth. They are paid at 


the rate of five golden rupees per 


month, for each man; but if they con- 
tinue with you after a limited time, 
they will increaſe the price. I was very 
well provided with proviſions ; for in 
the Banjan towns we had flour, rice, 
milk, and ſuch other food; and in 
thoſe of the Mahometans, mutton, 
fowls, and pigeons; and, as the heat 
of the ſun was exceſſive, I generally 
contrived to travel after ſun-ſet, and 


lie by in the moſt ſultry part of the 
day; by which I preſerved myſelf from 


ilInefs, for I found my ſpirits greatly 
jaded and fatigued by the exceſſive 
warmth of the climate. They mea- 
ſure their diſtances by leagues, or by 
a meaſure they call gos, which is equal 
to four leagues of ours. I arrived at 
Golconda in about a fortnight, which 
ls a very large city, under it's on 


monarch, 'who is tributary to the Great 
Mogul. I ſaw this potent prince, who 
can raiſe an army of 600,000 men z 
and what J moſt admired about him; 


was a diamond, of aboye half i foot | 


long, upon the crown 'of his head, 
From Golconda F journied to Viſapour 
which is above zoo leagues diftan 
from it, and from thence to Bicholly, 
and thence to the Portugueſe ifland df 
Goa, on which ſtands their famous 
city, the capital of their poſſeſſions, 
and the (ſcene of ſo many brave and he- 
roick acts as were performed by the Al- 
buquerques, and the reſt of thoſe great 


men, that firſt fixed them in this part 


of the world; but they are now 
dwindled to a bare ſhadow of what 


they formerly were, and are, at the 


ſame time, the ſcorn and victims to 
the cunning of every other nation 
ſettled ſince in the Indies. From Goa 
after ſeeing every thing that was efſteem- 


ed curious, partly by land, and partly 


by water, I arrived at Surat, to my 
entire content, after a journey, which, 
though it gave me ſuch opportunities 
as are very agreeable to a curious 
inquiſitive man, yet almoſt ttred,me t 


Mogul's dominions, and is inhabite 
by a promiſcuous medley of Mogul 


death. This is the only port in the | 


i. 
Perſians, Arabians, Turks, Perſecs, 


or Gaurs, and Franks, or European 


Chriſtians, whoſe number, however, 


is not very conſiderable. T was wel! 
received by the Englith factory, and, 
after tranſacting the buſineſs I came 


thorough inſpection into every thing 


in Surat, and the country adjacent. 
This city may be reckoned the great 


mart of the Indies, and where all 
the Chineſe and European commodi- 
ties may be had in great plenty. T 
took a paſſage from hence to Bombay: 
the chief of our forts on this coaſt; 


and from thence ſailed in a jonk to 


Fort St. George, where I arrived in 


Soon after my afrival, I was ordered 
on another affair of importance, up 
to Hughly factory, to which I depart- 
ed in a {mall veſſel, with two or three 


Gentoo mariners. This factory is 


ſituated on a river of that name, which 
is a Þranch of the famous Ganges. 
A When 


i 


about, partook of the diverſions and 
amuſements of the place, and made 4 


about ten weeks afterwards, giving a 
ſatisfactory account of the execution | 
of my commiſſion to the governor. 
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When J arrived at Fort William, after 
having delivered my credentials, I was 
received into the factory in a very 
friendly manner; and, - notwithſtand- 
ing a good deal of chicanery, and ill 
uſage, from ſome perſons in authority, 
I found means to finiſh what I came 
about, with honour; and alſo to do 
myſelf ſome private ſervices in the way 
of traffick, upon my own bottom; and 
took my. departure, with tokens of 
reſpect from all the gentlemen there. 
In coming down the river, I had a 
great fancy to, put into the iſland Sa- 

ar, though I had heard it was much 
infeſted with tygers, who. are very 
fierce, and the ſeamen did all they 
could to perſuade me from it: how- 
ever, we brought to, and, arming 
myſelf with a matchet and firelock, 
with ſeveral charges of powder and 
ball, I left the veſſel, and reſolutely 
determined to face any danger that 


might happen in the gratification of 


my curioſity; and the more fo, as the 


iſland is reckoned holy amongſt the Pa- 
gans, numbers of Jougies going there, 


the latter end of every year, to wor- 
ſhip. The iſland is full of buſhes and 
mangroves; andI was no-ſooner on ſhore 
than my people rowed the canoe out 
again, and ſtood over, full of affright, 
to Rogues River, where I ſaw them 
tome to anchor. I was not very well 
pleaſed at this; but, looking upon 
their fear as a piece of ſuperſtition, I 
adyanced into the iſland, and came, 
without interruption, to a ſavannah, 
about half a mile from the place I land- 
ed at, which was dry and parched up; 
but I had no ſooner got over it, than, 
_ eaſting my view forwards, I perceived 
no leſs than four glaring fiery eyes, di- 
rected towards me through the buſhes, 
and preſently concluded they were the 
creatures I had heard ſo much talk 
of; nor had I time for much conſide- 
ration, for, ſetting up an infernal 
howl, they both made at me, with all 
the fierceneſs their ſavage natures and 
unger could inſpire. I muft own I 
was greatly ſhocked and frightened, 
and had only juſt preſence of mind 
Fufficient to A 
way to ſecure myſelf, if my piece 
miſſed fire, and as I could not have 
time to charge again, if I did not dif- 
patch the remaining beaſt with my 
matchet. I had heard of wonderful 
eſcapes made from wild beaſts, by the 
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native terror they feel in 1 the 
ore 1 


„ that I had no 


human voice elevated, and there 
gave as loud a ſhout as I could, and, 


at the ſame time, fired my piece, and, 


very providentially, ſhot one of my an- 


tagonifts through the head; the other 


ſtood ſome time in a kind of aſtoniſh- 
ment, at the flaſh and report of my 
piece; but ſoon made a fpring at me, 


with redoubled fury, If I was capa- | 
ble of indulging any reflection at this 
time, it was to curſe my fooliſh cu. 


rioſity that brought me into ſuch im- 
minent peri} and danger; and I really 
gave myſelf over for loſt: however, 
not to be wanting to my defence, I 
gave a forcible ſtroke with my matchet, 
and cut off one of -the brute's fore 
feet; at which he ſet up ſuch a hideous 


yell, that the iſland and ſhore around 


reverberated back the ſound, which was 


continued by ſuch an infinity of echoes, 


that my hair ſtood upright on my head: 
he made a ſecond ſpring, and, more lucky 
than the firſt time, I clove him down 
the ſkull, and he fell, the black in- 


flamed gore running from him in purple 


ſtreams. Immediately ſnatching up 
my muſquet, I made all the haſte my 
legs would permit me to the place 1 


landed at; and, waving my handker- 
chief, the people took notice of the 


ſignal, and the canoe came juſt time 
enough to ſave me from a freſh attack, 
numbers of tygers following us even 
into the water, two of the foremoſt of 
which we diſpatched with our fire- 


arms. I looked upon what I had un- 


dergone, as a juſt puniſhment for my 
raſhneſs, and determined, for the fu- 
ture, never to hazard myſelf in ſo idle 
and ridiculous a manner, As ſoon as 


we got on board, where they never ex- 


pected to ſee me again, we ſtood into 
the bay ; and, after touching at Bella- 
ſore, Viſagipatan, and ſome other fac- 
tories, where I left fome diſpatches 
that were given me from Fort William, 


I ſafely landed with my goods at Fort 


St. George, whence I had been longer 


abſent than it was ſuppoſed I ſhould 


be. My friend Saris now adviſed 
that we ſhould leave our preſent lodg- 


ing; and therefore, with the gover- 


nor's leave, with whom I ſtood in high 
favour, we took an houſe in the White 


Town, and hired proper ſervants, re- 


ſolving to live together as long as we 
ſtaid in the country, 
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CHAP. XVII. 


THEY RECEIVE CERTAIN ADVICES 
FROM, TRUMAN, WHO DESIRES 
TO BE RECALLED—HE ARRIVES 
WITH GREAT GAINS FROM THE 


MINES — GIVES HIS MASTER A 


VERY VALUABLE STONE — ME- 
' THOD HE TAKES TO CONCEAL IT 
HE RECEIVES MORE LPTTERS 

FROM ENGLAND — THEIR coN- 

TENTS—WRITES TO MR. GOOD- 
WILL FOR A PARTICULAR REA- 
SON, | 

/ 


5 E had heard but once from 
Truman ſince he left us, which 
gave us ſome pain, as fearing ſome ac- 
cident might have happened to him; 
but, juſt as we were going to diſpatch 
an expreſs to ſee what was become of 
him, one of his ſlaves arrived with the 
following letter 


© HONOURED S1R, 

"M0 [ Have been employed for you wer 
much to the purpoſe; and, thoug 
© T have had my health but badly, yet 

© I need not be aſhamed of the ac- 

© quiſitions I have made; and there- 

# ova if you think I have been long 

enough employed here, ſhould be 

glad of your orders to return to Fort 

St. George. I have incloſed a lift 
of the moſt valuable ſtones I met 

with, which are clear from all de- 
ductions or charges to the king or 

his officers. I am at preſent at Gol- 
conda, where I have alſo purchaſed 
ſome ſtones ; but I have a very par- 
ticular reaſon to deſire my recal, 
which I cannot truſt to this letter; 
and am, after compliments to Mr, 

Saris, honoured Sir, your obliged, 

affectionate and faithful ſervant, 


£ WILL TRUMAN,” 


a „ a a A & «a X a X @ = 


By his ſubjoined liſt and account, we 
had indeed great reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with his pains, computing that he had 
gained on ray account to the valve of 
near four thouſand pounds, and above 
one thouſand for Mr. Saris; ſo that, 
eager to ſee the honeſt creature, I ſent 
him orders to fet out, as ſoon as they 
came to hand, ſending them by a truſty 
ſervant of my own, who went along 


wich his meſſenger, and in about three 
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© tice, and, when all 
ployed another way, 


159 
weeks afterwards he arrived; but ſo 
altered by his fatigues, and the heats 
he had endured, that we hardly kne 

him. I carefſed him with the vtmott 
affection, for I really began to efteem 
him rather as a brother than any thing 
elſe. He delivered to us our reſpe@ive 
quotas, mine amounting to ſeveral 
pounds weight of ſmall ftones, of di- 
vers ſizes, which I knew would turn 
to an extreme good account, either here 
or in Europe. He had alſo made a 
conſiderable deal of profit himſelf, ſo 
that he might now be ſaid to be poſ- 


ſeſſed in his own right of little leſs than 


a thouſand pounds; and I obliged him 
to accept of two hundred pounds, as 
Mr. Saris did of fifty, in recompencs 
for his unwearied pains and diligence, 


The firſt opportunity we had to be 


alone, we {ſettled our particular ac- 
counts, which I found juſtly and fair] 

ſtated and balanced; and then ſmil- 
ing, he told me, that he had ſomewhat 


ſti]l that was my property, that he 


hoped would ſoon, with other things, 
conduce to carry me from theſe un- 


comfortable parts of the world; For, 


dear Sir, I can't help longing to ſee 
© my old maſter and miſtreſs, and our 
© friends in Yorkſhire; who, no doubt, 
© are already impatient enough of your 


* abſence;* and, fo ſaying, he pulled 


out of a leathern purſe, which was ſewed 
to the waiſtband of his breeches, a dia- 
mond of a ſize and luſtre that amazed 
me ſo much with it's brightneſs, as 
for ſome time robbed me of ſpeech ; 
and at length, when I hugged * in 


my arms, and aſked him by what good 


fortune he got ſo valuable a prize, he 
gave me the following account—* I 
* was more than ordinarily attentive, 
© Sir, to inſpe& all the foil my la» 
© bourers removed, and for that pur. 
« poſe hardly gave myſelf even time 
© for reſt; and being pretty generous 
of my money, and what proviſions 
© and refreſhments I had about me, 
© to the king's overſeers, as well as 
my own people, they did not ſo 
* ſtrictly watch my actions, as they 
© did thoſe of other undertakers : one 
« day I thought I perceived ſomewhat 
of a larger bulk than ordinary ſhine 
through the ſand; but took no no- 
es were em- 
ſtooped, and 
0 put what I ſuſpected to be ſo valuable 
into my pocket, and retiring to 4 
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* ſtream at a diſtance, which was ſhad- 


ud by ſome tices, and where I gene- 


© rally retired in the heat of the day, 
11 examined, and found, amongſt a 
© a cluſter of ſmall ſtones, this very 
© diamond; I was fearful of a diſ-o- 


s very, as it was of a ſize far ſuperior 
to thoſe we were allowed to take 


© away, and therefore immediately 
C ſewed it up again in my hreeches, 
© in the manner you have ſeen ; and, 


© thank God, brought it ſafely away 


with me; and wiſh it was more ya- 
© luable than it 1s, that, by preſenting 
© it to you, it might be a greater-in- 
* ſtance of my gratitude to your fa- 
© mily, and my zeal and affeCtion in 


© your ſervice.” I made him a noble 


preſent, and took it into my cuſtody, 


We both, according to, the beſt of our 
IK:1l; imagining it to be worth above 


20,0001. ſo that with what I had ac- 
quired otherwiſe, I might be deemed a 
Paden very rich man, Our next care 
was to contrive how to ſecure and con- 


_ ceal it from all eyes till the time when 


we could return to Europe arrived; and, 
2 lejt, I hit upon a project of hol- 
loving the heels of an ordinary pair 
of ſhoes, in ſuch a manner as to con- 
tain it in the cavity under the upper 
heel-piecez which we did fo, that it 
was impoſſible for any one to diſcover 
what had been done; and ſo cautivus 
was, that I determined to keep it a 
ſecret, even to my friend Saris him- 


ſelf. If the thoughts of my deareſt. 


Louiſa had not now, ever and anon, 
intervened, I ſhould have eſteemed my- 
{elf a very happy man; but whenever 

er remembrance croſſed my mind, as 


it frequently would, all the acquiſi- 
tions I made, were matters of grief to 
me, as I was ſure I could never enjoy 


them with my lovely, charming maid, 


now no more an inhabitant of theſe 


mortal regions of miſery, If I had 
any ſatisfaction in the view of being 
returned to England in wealth and 
ſpendour, it flowed from the regard I 
had to my parents gratification, the 
joy of my friends, and the good of the 
mdigent and unhappy. _- 

We had been ſettled here for four 
ears, and though I took care to write 
pow by every conveyance, yet I had 
received no return, which gave me the 


| won touching pain and uncaſineſs; for 


1 looked upon the advices I had res 
geived at my firſt arrival, as of no. great 


4 . 


f mportance, being diſpatched ſo foom 


after my departure. I knew che punc.. 


tuality of m friends too well to doubt 
they writing to me by every oppurtu- 
nity that offered, and, therefore, un- 
leſs, death or ſickneſs had happened, I 
was ſenſihle their letters muſt ſome how 
or other have come to hand. In ſhort, the 
concern I was under gave me no reſt; 
and Truman was almoſt as much grieved 
as myſelf, for he had as much love for 
my tather and mother, as if they had 
really been his own. Whilſt we were 
in this deſpondency, the arrival of a 
ſhip from England cheared our hearts, 


bringing us letters of a very freſh 


loved. They mentioned their havin 

wrote often before, ſo that J concluded 
they had ſent by ſhips bound to other 
parts of Aſia, and that the letters 
might miſcarry in the country veſſels 
they were ſent to me in, or in the car- 
riage over land. My father, mother, 


date, from all the perfons I ſo dearly 


and all my friends, were in health, for 
which I returncd ſincere thanks to the 
Almighty ; and my friend Mr, Diaper, . 


to my great joy, had been home from 
two voyages, and was then gone out 
upon his third, and had acquired a very 
conſiderable fortune. He was to the 
laſt, degree ſurprized to hear, that I 
was gone to the ſane part of the world 
he came from, and tenderly concerned 
that the diſtance of the ſcene of his 
voya es from the place I was ſettled at 
rendered a correſpondence or interview 
impoſſible, vnle!s by mere accident, 
His lovely miſtreſs and her family were 
well, and, at his return from his pre- 
ſent voyage, he intended to fetiie in 


England, and enter into the happy 


union he had ſo dong ſighed after: all 
theſe particulars I received in a letter 
from cid Mr. Diaper; and Prig gave 
me a long account of Prim's beha- 
viour in Yorkſhire, where he came 
down with my letters, and to ſee him, 
and gave him the greateſt ſatisfaction 
in the knowledge: of his havin, feen 
me and brought tidings from me. He 


had carried himſelf, whilſt in England, 


with ſo much honour and generoſity, 
as 10 wipe out all ſuggeſtions to his 
prejudice, and to gain the love of my 
father, and all he cenverſed with; 
and they expected him, by every ſhip 
that came from Virginia, with his fa- 
mily, to ſettle there. I took the op- 


Portunity, upon the return of the dn 
f 5 ö of a 


chat brought thoſe letters, to write an- 
ſwers to them, and particularly wrote 
to Mr. Goodwill, to get me an order 
from the directors to come home, When- 
ever it ſuited my inclination or defires; 
for, by the time I ſhould receive it, I 
did not doubt but I ſhould be eagerly 
fond of returning to my native coun- 
try, after which I ſent many a rending 
oh, that came from the bottom of my 
heart, crying often, in the height of 
my paſſionate remembrances ; 

© Ah, may TI yet reviſit thee cee more 


ww | | "We 
© Once mare ſurvey thy Thames? unequall'd 
towers! | 


Or thro? thy fruitful vales tranſported ſtray 


f Baik- under thoſe lov'd ſhades I us'd to 
© haunt, 

Secure from ſcorching heats, benumbing 
6. d-ws, 

And all th' inclement rage of eaſtern ſkies ! 

© —But, ah! j ouifa, thou art ever fled, 

And joy returns not to ti is turtur'd breaſt?” 

/ 


"CHAP. xXYIL 


BE HAS FARTHER GOOD FORTUNE 
—OBSERVES THE SETTLED ME- 
 LANCHOLY OF MR. SARIS—EN- 
DEAVOURS TO SOOTHE His DIS- 
QUIET—DISCOVERS SOMEWBAT 
OF THE CAUSE OF HIS AFFLIC- 
 TION—HE INDYCES HIM TO RE- 
LATE HIS UNHAPPY STORY. 


CE VERAL things I, after this ad- 
venture of the diamond mines, un— 
deſtook, with the affiſtance of Tru— 
man, had a like good fucceſs; ſo that, 
at the end of five years, I found my- 
ſelf worth above 35,000. ſuppoſing 
my great jewel to pe worth no more 
than 15, 00l. which was the loweſt 
value I could put upon it; and all this 
ſucceſs accrued to us without ſubject- 


To ; 4 
ing me to enyy or reproach, ſeeing I 


took all the care in the world to merit 
every body's eſteem, and to execute 
faithfully the orders of my principals, 
Truman was looked upon as a rela— 
tion of mine, and moſt of our riches 
were ſuppoſed to belong to him, which 
opinion we did al! in our power to keep 
up. As to Mr. Saris, he had brought 
but a ſmall fortune with him; but had, 
however, by the epportunities my mo- 
ney gave him of good markets, raiſed 
it to Ii, pool. an „ AS to Truman, he 
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had of his own above 2,5001, which 
he looked upon as ſufficient for him ta 
live happily upon the remainder of his 
days: in ſhort, we all thought our- 
ſelves very happy, and were, unlike 
the ee ot merchants, content, 
nor deſired by ſtill accumulating more 
money to tempt tortune too far, and 
BUNS upon ourſelves a reverſe of luck, 
which, could we get ſalely to Europe, 
we thouglit ourſelves out of the power 
of. Mr. Saris and myſelf lived in the 
utmoſt harmony, and were compli- 
mented with the epithet of the brother- 


factors; and I mutt own his temper. 


was ſo amiable, his notions of thin 


fo juſt, and his actions fo difintereſted 


and honourable, that! felt for him as 
great an affection as I had ever done 
for any man but my friend Diaper, 


whom I could not help fancying he wag 


very much like; but it gave me ſome 
uneaſineſs to perceive, as I had con- 
ſtintly done, a gloom and melancholy 
ſpread over his countenance, that for 
my life I had not been able to fathom 
the meaning of; he diſliked much com- 
pany, aud ſhewed a diſtaſte at being 
amongſt the ladies, which, though it 
humoured my diſpoſition, yet I could 


not imagine he had the ſame motives 


for that { had. I ule all the art I was 
maſter of to diſſipate this chagrin 
and, that failing, did all I could ta 
learn the occaſion of it: to engage him 


to diſcloſe himſelf, at times I gave him 


my own hiitory, at the recital of which, 
he expreſſed a great deal of concern, 
but ſtill continued filent, as to what 
affected himſelf, We frequently di- 
verted ourſelves, according to the cuſ- 
tom of the place, in viſiting our neigh- 
bours, and going abroad in the coun- 
try in our palanquins; ſometimes our 


books, of Which, as I obſerved before, 


I had a lurge collection, made our en- 
tertamment at home in our vacant 


hours, and at other times muſick or 


back-gammon killed our tedious mo- 
ments. A briik young lady, the wi 
dow of an {'ngliſh merchant, and very 
rich, fell in love with Saris; and it 
was great ſurprize to me and every 
one. conudering that people here ſtick 
at nothlag to nx their fortunes, to 
ſce th! voung gentleman not only cold 
upon ihe occaſion, but, when a propos» 
ſal of marriage was made to him, he 


abſolutely, though genteelly, refuſed 


he 
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the offer. I thought it ſo much to his 


advantage, that I ſhould be wantin 
to friendſhip, if I did not do all 

could to perſuade him into it; but, with 
a figh, he told me, if I knew the rea- 


ſons he had never more to think of the 


ſex, I would excuſe him; and, to free 
kimfelf from my importunities, he one 
evening told me, he could no longer 
refuſe to gratify my curioſity by a de- 


tail of his ſtory, how much ſoever he 


might fuffer in the recital; and, with- 
out waiting my reply, began thus 


THE STORY OF MR. SARIS3 OR, 


TRE UNHAPPY HUSBAND, AND 
| CRVEL FATHER-IN-LAW, 


- WW HEN 1 reflect on the ills I 


'Y © have ſuffered, in the few years 
* T have ſeen of life, it amazes me, 


© that IT have fupported myſelf from 
death or diſtraction; for I cannot 


* ſorbear to exclaim, that ſure, of all 
men, I am the moſt unhappy. Iam 


© a native of the kingdom of Ireland, 
© and my true name is not Saris, but 


.. ® Fitzgerald; having altered it, when 


# left that country, that the repeti- 
tion of it might not adminiſter to the 
* remembrance of my misfortunes, 


My mother, who was reckoned a 


© beauty, was of a very illuſtrious fa- 


* mily, in the county of Cavan, but 


© was baſely betrayed by a promiſe of 
9s marriage from a nobleman of diſ- 
s tinguiſhed rank; and J was the un- 
bappy fruit of an amour, of which 
ſe repented to her dying hour. She 
had an independent ea and 
therefore the falſeneſs of her lover, 
who bafely married another, foon 
after I was born, did not ſubje& her 
to the frowns or ill uſage of her 
friends and relations; and ſhe was 
ſo privatefy delivered of me, at a 
farm-houſe in a diſtant county, that 
the ſecret of her miſcarriage was 
known to very few. She refifted all 
the overtures of altering her condi- 
tion after this, though many very 
advantageous propoſals were made 
her; often telling thoſe that were in 
her confidence, that, though the 
wretch who had wronged her, had 


ſelf married in the fight of Heaven, 
and would never yiolate thoſe en- 


gagrtnents, Ske folely applicd her- 


4 
* 


acted ſo meanly, the ſtill thought her- 


© ſelf to my education; and her ex. 
* treme fondneſs for me was repaid by 


a like affection, and ſuch progreſs in 


c 

* all that J was put to learn, as gave 
her inconceivable delight. She wax 
a woman of a noble and generous 
ſoul, and would never kear her be.. 
trayer mentioned, and ſtudiouſty a. 
voided every place ſhe was likely to 
ſee him in: to me ſhe never made a 


ſecret of my birth, telling me, that 


I muſt make amends for my mother's 
folly, by acquiring worthy and ho- 


nourable ſentiments, and, qualify. 


ing myſelf to ferve mankind, wipe 
out the vulgar prejudices they might 
imbibe, which would, . no doubt, 
level their force againſt me. My fa- 
ther, whom I was never permitted 


to ſee, died when I was ten years 


old, leaving to a ſon, by his ſecond 
marriage, (for ſo I muſt call it) his 


title and eſtates, ſubject to an an- 


6 

* 

4 
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* nuity of 400l. a year, payable to my 
© mother, as an expiation of his crime, 
© and a token of his repentance, for 
© ſo he expreſſed it in the will he left 
© behind him, and to me z2000l. My 
© mother was fo ſtruck with this in- 
© ſtance of his regard, that ſhe forgot 
ol 
e 
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his faults, and mourned his death, 


as if ſhe had been his widow; and, 
though ſhe lived till I was fixteen, 
yet ſhe carried a load at her heart, 
that threw her into a deep conſump- 
tion, and, in fine, carried her of, 
to my exceſſive regret, in the 35th 
year of her age, leaving me 1n the 
guardianſhip of Sir Thomas Bourk, 
with an eſtate of zool. per annum, 
and the 2000l. I have before - men- 


tioned, I went to live with that 


entleman, till I was properly quali- 
fed for the univerſity, and then went 
to purſue my ſtudies at Trinity Col- 
lege in Dublin, where I remained till 
my 20th year, and made no {mall im- 
proyement in letters: from thence I 
went to reſide for ſome time at Paris 
where I learnt the language, and all 
thoſe exerciſes and accompliſhments 
neceſſary to a young gentleman, who 
would puſh his fortune in the world; 
and returned at the end of a twelve- 
month to my native country. Sir 


Thomas receive] me with the utmoſt 

kindneſs; and I determined to ſtay 

with him till 1 had procured a com- 
miſſion in the army, for to that way g 

| lie 
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lite my gemus particularly led me. 
This gentleman was a widower of 
s go years of age, well made; and, 
* having always lived in the polite 
* world, carried an air of diſtinction 
« about him in wy thing he ſaid or 
did; and I thought mylelf entirely 

happy in his converſation; and he, 
5 on his part, let me perceive that he 
© had for me the affection of a father. 
© The next ſeat to ours was that of 
© Mr. Malony, a gentleman of quite 
© a different , diſpoſition, a brute | 
nature, and whom mere accident had 
given the poſſeſſion of a large eſtate 
* to; he was litigiqus and ſpiteful, the 
{ dread of his neighbours, the tyrant 
* of his tenants, and the plague and 
© tormentor of his family: his raps, 
as the peaſants are a in Ireland, 
© hated him mortally; and, but for 
© the virtues of a lovely and 8 


© daughter, then in the 18th year of 


her age, he would have lived in a 
© deſart, none of his neighbours caring 
to converſe with him. This lady 
had all the perfections of body and 
mind that could adorn the ſex; and 


* ſuch a fund of charity and humanity, 


© that the whole country rung her 
© praiſes. I had never ſeen her, though 
my curiofity was greatly excited by 


© the reports of her beauty and good 


© ſenſe; but one evening, as we were 
« returning from hunting, we met her 
© going home in a chaiſe, and Sir 
, as giving me the hint who 
© ſhe was, I regarded her with a fixed 
© attention, and never took off my 
eyes, till, alas! her image had made 
too deep an impreſſion on my heart 
ever to be removed. We compli- 
mented her, which ſhe returned in ſo 
engaging and complaiſant a manner, 
an 


ſcenſion, that ſhe finiſhed her con- 
queſt; and I returned home fo 


mas told me, ſmiling, it was proper 
I ſhould pay a viſit to Malony, which 
would yield me a proper antidote 
againſt the charms of his daughter. 
In a word, after this, I had no 
reſt, and was continually propoſing 
ſchemes to myſelf of being intro- 
duced to her again, when Sir Tho- 
mas informed me, that Malony had 
very ill-naturedly confined one of his 
raps for purſuing the game over his 


„„ „„ „ K K K or „ a a M K a „ 


with ſuch a good - natured conde- 


thoughtful and penſive, that Sir Tho- 


me his agent, to bring him to reaſon, 
by which I might have an opportu- 
nity to ſee Miſs Jenny, I jumped 
at the propoſal; and, receiving pro- 
6 2 in ions, ſet out on my em- 
© baſſy. It was about a mile from our 
© houſe; and, when I came to the gate, 
© I knocked near a quarter of A og 
© before any body anſwered me; at 
length a ſurly fellow, preceded by & 
 maſtiff, who had not a worſe look 


— ; 


by * than himſelf, enquired my buſineſs, 


© I bid him acquaint his maſter, that 
© I begged to ſee him, and that I had 
© ſomewhat to ſay to him from Sig 
© Thomas Bourk; the fellow made not 
© a word of reply, but, with a ſcouling 
© look, nag into the houſe, crying, 


© as he went off, „Here, Towſer, 


«© come along.“ In ſome time after 


© he came again, and, opening the 


© gate, told me, in the fame ſurly 
manner, that his maſter was in the 
parlour, and, if I wanted him, L 
muſt $9 that way, directing me with 
a nod of his head, I entered the 
houſe, and, ſeeing a door open to my 
right, went in, and found my gen- 
tleman wrapped up in flannels, hav- 
ing got a fit of the gout, and his 
ſweet daughter working with her 
needle, at the other end of the room. 
« So, I know your buſineſs,” he cried; 
“ and you may tell Sir Thomas that 
FI will purſue the law; and, if I had 
© been able, I would have tied his 
© raſcal to a tree, and ſhot him dead, 
& for his inſolence!*”* He went on in 
© this wild manner, and never aſked 
© me to {it down, nor would ſuffer me 
to put in a word; till Miſs, rifing, 
brought me a chair, and defired me 
to repoſe myſelf. This action, and 
the ſight of her charms, quite tranſ- 
ported me; ſo that I remained ſome 
moments ſilently gazing upon her, 
which made her bluſh; at length IL 
began to talk to her father in ſo 


A 6a A 2a a «a a X && A 


overcame his brutal, ſavage temper ; 
and he promiſed me the man ſhould 
be releaſed, and he would forgive 
him. This was a great matter; but 
I ſtill wanted to ſtay longer, and 
commended the ſituation of his houſe, 
or rather caſtle, in ſuch an infinua- 
ting manner, that he bid his daugh- 
ter ſhew me his gardens, and every 

122 « thing 
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manor; and told me he would make 


mild and perſuaſive a ſtrain, that I 
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© thing elſe that was worth ſeeing, 
© which ſhe readily obeyed him in. 
© Indeed, this creature had beſtowed 
© all that art could yield on this de- 


e Vightful ſpot; for ſo it appeared 


© when I got into it; and, if regular 
© parterres, falling caſcades, cooling 
© orottos, and embowering ſhades 

could render a garden agreeable, all 
© theſe might be found here. J walk- 
ed with this lovely, maid, with fo 
much diſorqer in my heart and coun- 
tenance, that ſhe eafily perceived, 
and gently told me, ſhe feared I was 
tired. I told her I could never be 
tired with ſuch company as that I 
was blefſed with; but, if ſhe pleafed, 
would repoſe a little in the alcove, at 
the end of the alley we were in, 1 

ſhe would not forfake me; ſhe, ſmil- 
ing, faid, ſhe would accompany me; 
and we entered, 'and ſeated our- 
felves. Happy fituation ! a murmur- 
ing rill ran at, the foot of the little 
eminence this box ſtood upon, which 

in tinkling falls, meandred amongſ 
the ſhining pebbles; the jeſſamine, 
and the woodbine, interwove their 
gentle tendrils with each other, as 
they aſcended the alcoye. The mu- 
gck that was poured from the throats 
of the feathered ſongſters, in the 
neighbouring greves, ' interrupted 
now, and now ſwelled by the fanning 
breeze, that brufted the quivering 
leaves, joined the amorous cadence 
of a ſpouting Triton, that from his 
full- blown checks emptied his watery 
treaſures into a reſervoir, in full view 
of our retirement; and the goddeſs 
of theſe rural. ſcenes fat beſide me, 
arrayed with more reſplendent praces. 
than deck the riſing morn, or ftreak 
the weſtern ſkies; at the retreat of 
the, enlivening gad of day! Fired 
with the preſent occaſion, I ventured 
to tel] her, that, though now the 
happieſt of mortals, I ſhould ſoon 
experience a fad reverſe, if ſhe would 
not permit me to brrathe my paſſion 

a paſſion that took birth when firſt 
I ſaw her! and would continue to 
© the lateſt hour of my life. She 
* bluſhed, but at length confeſſed ſhe 
£ had conceived ſome favourable ſenti- 
« ments of me; and that, would her 
father conſent, my viſits would not 
© be diſagreeable. Oh, my friend! 
you who have known the warmth of 
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© lover, may eafily conceive” how ! 
5 received this generous declaration! 
My acknowledgments were Un. 
© bounded, and I acted like one tran. 
ported, We retired into the houſe 
and her father chid her for ſtay ing 0 
long; but 1 behived In a manyer 
agreeable to his humour; and h 
went fy far as to give me a gener 
invitation to ſmoke a pipe with him 
that was his phraſe, whenever it 
ſuited my conveniency. Sir Tho- 
mas was ſurprized, at my return, 
when I gave him an account of my 
ſucceſs; and more ſo, when the re. 
turn of his tenant convinced hin 
that what I ſaid was true. He con. 
2 ; but told me, he was 
ure Maloney would never give his 
conſent to my having his daughter, 
as he was a bigotted Roman Catho- 
Hick, and intended her for a nephew 
he had in Ruth's regiment of the 
Triſh Brigades, in the French ſer. 
"vice, whom he had invited over to 
poſſefs his daughter, and heir his 
eſtate. This was very diſcoyraging 
news; but I was reſolved to purſue 
the dictates of my paſſion; and we 
took care to keep dur correſpondence 
ſo ſecret, that 1 had free acceſs to 
Maloney's houſe; and he never fu- 
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© quent vis. I will not keep you 
© too long by the rchearſai of the hap- 
© py moments I enjoyed at this time, 
© and the progreſs I made in my Jen- 
© ny's affection; but it may ſuffice, 
© that, in fix months time, 1 had her 
© liberty to demand her in marriage of 


her father; and employed Sir Tho- 


* mas Bourk to get his conſent; but 
© no rage could equal his, when the 


« propolal was made to him; he ran 


* out into the moſt ſcandalous and 
© mean invettiyes; and, in concluſion, 
* rudely bid that gentleman depart his 
© houſe, for he would take care his 
© daughter ſhould never have it in her 
© power to marry a baftard, Yog 


"i muy be ſure this uſage of my friend 


and me ſhocked me greatly, and, at 
« fir}, I was reſolved to call him to 2 
proper account; but my love over- 
came all, and I now pondered. upon 
every method I could deviſe, to ſpeak 
* to the inſlaver of my ſoul, which, at 
length, I effected, by getting over 
© the garden wall, in diſguiſe, and 

| brought 


ſpeSted the inducements for my fre- 


W — 
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e brought her to conſent to make her * ter, in the French janguage. One 


T eſcape in a few days, and marry me, 
© without her tyrant's conſent, was 
© the rather induced to this precipi- 


© was expected in Ireland, and I was 
* fearful ſhe would not be 1 againſt 
© the hardſhips that woul 

© upon her, if ſhe did not conſent to 


© tempt an eſcape now, becauſe her 
father had not diſcovered ſhe had any 
© regard for me more than ordinary, 
and therefore ſtill allowed her the li- 


© herty of going at large about the 


© houſe and gardens; for Sir Thomas, 
© by my defire, had concealed the in- 
© clination ſhe had for me, for fear of 
ſubjecting her to his brutal fury; ſo 
© that it ſeemed only a ſimple propoſal 
© made from me, without other in- 
© ducement than the hopes of having a 
© good fortune. | | 
© We agreed that I ſhould wait at a 


© place aſſigned, with two or three 


© trulty friends, and a ladder of ropes, 
© by which ſhe might get over the 
© wall; and then we were to proceed to 
© Dublin, to be married, and to leave 
© our reconciliation with her father to 
time, which might operate in our fa- 
6 your. By EEE, 
The ſecond night after this agree- 


© bouring youn ntlemen to aſſiſt 
© me; _— ag horſes and fire- 
© arms, we ſet out for the expedition, 
© It was very dark; but I found my 
© delightful creature punctually at- 
© tending at her ſtation, and, with 
© eaſe, conducted her over the wall, 
and mounted her; and, my friends 
© getting on horſeback, I was ＋ l 
© ing to do the ſame, whem I was chal- 
© lenged, in a hoarſe voice, with 
„ What are you about there, you 
« dog? Have you been robbing Mr. 
«© Maloney?“ I had not time to reply, 
© for, at the ſame inſtant, I received a 
© blow over the head, that made me 
* ſtagger; on which I let go the reins 
© of my horſe, and, facing about, drew 
my ſword, my antagoniſt, whom TI 
could juſt ſee, doing the ſame, and 
© at it we went; but I was fo fortu- 
* nate, that, in three or four paſles, I 
ran him through the body, and he 
© fell; and, at the ſame time, I was aſ- 
* faulted by another hand, who cried 


* out, chat 1 had killed his poor ma- 
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© tancy, as every day Colonel Maloney Þ 


be inflicted. 


© have him; and it was the eaſier to at- 


© ment, I engaged three of the neigh-_ 


£c 
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* ſoon gave the ſame account of him 
© that T had done of the other; and then 
© we heſtrode our horſes again, and en- 
couraging poor Miſs Jenny, who had 
© fainted at the danger I was in, we 
* made the beft of our way, and in 
three days arrived, without any re- 
© markable accident, at Dublin, where 
© I was ſoon put into poſſeſſion of all 
my ſou! deſired. 


more prudent for him to {tay on the 
* ſpot, where he was more likely to be 
* of ſervice to us, than where we were; 
* and you may be ſure I was quite ſur- 
, n when acquainted, by letter 
from him, that Maloney was ſearch- 
© ing the whole country for me and 


© his daughter, with vows of a bitter 
revenge; and that the two men, 


* whole raſhneſs had occaſioned their 
© deaths, were his nephew and his va- 
let de chambre, who were juſt arrived, 
* when our getting over the wall put 
them upon ſeeing what we were 
© about, which proved ſo fatal to them. 
© There was now no time to be loſt, 


© and, concealing ourſelves, as well 


© as we could, we applied to our 
friends in power; and having ob- 


© tained a promiſe of a pardon from 


© the Lord Lieutenant, if neceſſary, 
leaving my wife at Dublin, we went, 
© and took our trials at the aſſizes; and 
the jury, though greatly influenced 
by Maloney, braught in their verdict, 
chance medley, and we were acquitted 
of the murders. That wretch put 
all methods in practice, and uſed all 
his friends and money to get a ver- 
dict againſt us; but the affair was ſo 
clear, that he was quite baulked in 
© his villainous deſigns; though I was 
© obliged, however, to ſend for his 
* daughter from Dublin, into court, 


* 


© he having preferred a ſecond bill off 


© indiftment againſt me, for ſtealing an 
© heireſs, which ended as much to his 
© diſfatisfa&tion as the former, by her 


© generous teſtimony in my favour. 


© The whole country rejoiced at his 
© chagrin, which added ſo to his re- 
© ſentment, that he hired ruffians to 
© deftroy me; which having diſcover- 
© ed, and finding no other way to put 
© an end to ſuch practices, I dicted 
© him in my turn, and he received a 


« ſentence agreeable to his crime; but 
| > 8 


© his 
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of my friends, who had diſmounted, 


Sir Thomas had 
© declined making one of us, as it was 
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© his emiſſaries, on account of being 

© his tenants, and threatened, to force 

* them to undertake the job, with all 

© his reſentment, in caſe they did not 

© undertake it, were acquitted, 

© Finding it in vain to attempt to 
bring him to reaſon, I ſat down con- 

tentedly; and, having an eſtate of 
my own in the country, went to live 

upon it, and enjoyed all the pleaſures 
in my union with my endearing wife 

that my fondeſt expectations had 

flattere 
couple in the univerſe could live more 
c happily. in themſelves, or more be- 
© loved by others. Here poor Saris 
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wept, and made the bittereſt reflec- 


tions; and uttered ſuch moving com- 
plaints, that I could ſcarcely calm, 
Alas! he ſaid | 


& It is the curſe of virtuous minds, op- 
cc preſs'd, 


« To think what their ftate is, and what 


« jt ſhould be: 

«> Impatient of their lot, they reaſon 
66 fiercely, | 

& And call the laws of Providence un- 
66 equal.“ | 


When I had brought him to ſome 
temper, he reſumed his narration in the 
following manner. My ſpouſe, at 
© the end of a twelvemonth, brought 
me a ſon, who, I hope, is now liv- 
© ing, and will meet with a happier 
l © fate than his poor father; and in all 

that time, though we uſed all the arts 

© we could employ for that purpoſe, 
© the brute, her father, a9? neither 
© ſee us, nor ſpeak to us, though our 

«coaches often met in the ſame road; 

© and he con ſoled himſelf for the loſs 
© of my wife, by taking a houſekeep- 
© er, who was a ſhocking, red-haired 
creature, and made him believe ſhe 
had a child by him ſome years be- 
© fore, which he now took extraordi- 
© nary care of, on purpoſe to ſpite me, 
After the birth of my ſon, I was re- 
© ſolved to have juſtice done to m 

4 wife, in an affair which I had, till 
© that time, ſuffered to lie dormant: a 
© brother of her mother had left her, 
© by his will, ſome years before, 8000], 

© in the hands of her father, who was 


£ his executor in truſt for the uſe of 


© his daughter, I ſent a proper perſon 
© to demand payment of it, which, as 
© I knew he would, he peremptorily 
© refuſed, telling the gentleman, in his 


me with; and I believe no 
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: way, that we were villains and beg. 


end in law than I had, which he 


© would rather do than we ſhould be 


* ſixpence the better for him. Upon 
this, T brought my action againſt 
© him, and carried the affair on, till, 
on various pretences, he removed it 
© to another court; and, in fine, I filed 
a bill in Chancery againſt him, and 
N went ſo far, that, after ſpending near 
* was ſure of a decree in my favour 
© the following term, the Lord Chan- 
© cellor having expreſſed the utmoſt 
© deteſtation of his proceedings; and 
© now this devil, for IT can give him 
© no gentler term, made overtures of 
peace, and employed emiſſaries, who 
* expreſſed his ſorrow at our differ. 
© ences, and told us it was his deſire 
© all animoſities ſhould be buried, and 
© he would appoint a day when we 
© ſhould wait upon him, to eat a re- 
© conciling dinner at his houſe, Good 
© God! to what lengths ſome men 
© can carry their wickedneſs! Upon 
my wife and ſon's account, I cloſed 
© with the propoſal, and appointed my 
© friend Sir Thomas to be one of our 
© company, little ſuſpecting any trea- 
© chery. The day came, and I car- 
© ried my wife and fon with us, and 
e were received by him, with all 
the diſſembled fondneſs the execution 
© of his black deſign required. We 
* ſpent our time very agreeably; he 
© kiſſed and embraced us, and made 
© my wife a preſent of ſome of her 
© mother's jewels, and after dinner 
© we had ſeveral bottles of wine to 
© drink ſucceſs to our accord, and 
© agreed to put a ſtop to all law-pro- 
«* ceedings cn both ſides. The houſe- 
© keeper, whom I could ſcarcely reliſh, 
© made one of, the company; but, all 
on a ſudden, my wife complained 
© the was ſick, and both myſelf and 
© Sir Thomas found ourſelves very 
© queer and qualmiſh: ſhe grew worle 
© and worle, and turned black in the 
* face, and before help tould arrive 
« expired in my arms. Dreadful mo- 
© ment! Whilſt I was lamenting loudly 
this cruel diſaſter, I heard the houſe- 
© keeper whiſper him ſoftly, “ You 
er ſee, Sir, it did take at laſt,” Theſe 
© words rouzed me from my deplora- 
© ble ſituation, and, my head begin- 
© ning to turn round, I ſeized ber * 


* 


Renz beſides, he had more money to 
« ip 


two thouſand pounds on each fide, I. 


© the ſhoulders, and, drawing my 
© ſword, aſked her ſternly, what ſhe 
© was telling her maſter. She turned 
„pale as death, and was going to re- 
© ply, when a ſervant breaking in, 


fell on his knees, and told us, he was 


© ſure his young lady and all of us 
« were poiſoned ; that he had brought 
© ſome ſtuff to kill vermin for his ma- 


© ſter the day before, and was ſure it 


© had been applied to that purpoſe. 
© Good God! what a ſcene was here! 


my dear wife dead before me, Sir 


© Thomas juſt fainting, myſelf hardly 
© able to ſtand, and the wretches, who 
© had brought this ruin upon me in 
* horror and 

© ed. What could I do, my friend? 
© What would you have done? Rage 
© dried up my tears, and choaked the 
* paſſage of my words; and oh, hea- 
* vens! I ſeized my wretch of a fa- 
* ther, and ran my ſword up to the 
© hilt in his breaſt, and leaving him to 
© yomit out his black ſoul, I executed 
© the ſame vengeance on his whore; 


and then, loſing all ſtrength, fell life- 


© leſs upon the body of my deareſt 
© Jenny! The ſurgeon and phyſician 


we had ſent for, when I firſt per- 


© ceived my wife ill, ſoon after arrived, 
© and were ſhocked at the mournful 
© ſcene; but finding ſome ſigns of 
© life in me and Sir Thomas, and 


© hearing the report of the family, 


© that we were poiſoned, ordered us to 
© bed, and adminiſtered proper anti- 
* dotes, by which we expelled a great 
* quantity of it, and came to our- 
© ſelves, but ſufficiently weakened ; 
© and though the ſtrength of our con- 
© ſtitutions overcame the ſhock nature 
© had received, yet a violent fever ſuc- 
© ceeded from the diſorder of my mind, 
* which kept me in this accurſed houſe 


near ſix weeks, during which Sir 


Thomas kindly took care of my 
* child and family, and had the proper 
* depoſitions made before the coroner, 


* which prevented a great deal of trou- 
© ble to us. My wife's death lay 


© heavy at my heart, and I was near 
© ſix months, in which I never ſhewed 
* any ſigns of reaſon. Sir Thomas 
© had removed her ſoon after his reco- 
very, and cauſed her to be buried 
* with proper ceremony; and, when I 
was a little brought to my ſenſes, I 


* eauſed a ſtately monument to be 


* exeted over her, with a proper ine 


JoE THOMPSON. 


amaze at being diſcover- 
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« ſcription to her memory, which, 
© however, has far a better record in 
© my breaſt, from whence the lovely 
© image ſhall neverdepart,* His griefs 
were ſo renewed at this part of his diſ- 


aſtrous hiſtory, that he fainted, and it 


was a long time before I brought him 
to himſelf, and was concerned ny filly 


curioſity had called to mind his cruel 


ſorrows. I begged him to finiſh here, 
and ſay no more; but, wiping his tears 
away, which trickled faſt from his 
eyes, he continued as follows. Had 
it not been for the conſideration of 
my infant ſon, I had certainly done 
© ſome deſperate miſchief to myſelf; 
© but argument and reaſon made me 


© ſoon more temperate; I reſolved, 
however, to forſake a country that 


had been the ſtage of ſo many cruel 
accidents to me; and ſettling my 
affairs, which were now larger than 
ever, by the acceſſion of the mon- 
ſter's eſtate, who had ſo barbarouſly 
killed my comforts for ever, I ap- 
pointed Sir Thomas guardian to my 
ſon, | ho proper inſtructions for 
his education; and, taking 2000l. 


with me, reſolved in ſome diſtant 


clime to end my days. Fortune, at 


London, directed me to a friend, 


who propoſed a voyage to the Eaſt 


Indies to me, which I cloſed with, 
and arrived here about half a year 
before you. I underſtand by letters 


that my ſon is well; and have fo 
many preſſing inſtances to return 
home, that I believe I muſt once 


more viſit this image of the woman 
I loved, and ſuffer grief to lay me 
there by her fide. My trafficking 
here has been merely by way of 


amuſement, and with no deſire to 
amaſs money. Alas! thoſe times 
are over with me! and now I have 
given you my dreadful ſtory, you 
will not wonder at my melancholy, 
or that I think of nothing but death ; 
which, I hope, will ſpeedily end my 
wretched and painful being,” 
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TRUMAN AWAY. WITH. THE 
GREATEST PART OF THEIR 
EFFECTS — TAKE LEAVE OF 
THEIR FRIENDS — ARRIVE AT 
BATAVIA—EMBARK IN A DUTCH 
EAST INDIA SHIP FOR EUROPE 
— TOUCH AT THE CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE, | 


T was more than twelve months 
1 before I heard from Mr. Good- 
will, and the reſt of my friends; and 
J returned fincere thanks to God, 
that, during all this time, no mortality 
had | happened . amongſt us. Mr. 
Goodwill ſent me the order I defired, 
which his uncle had obtained by his 
intereſt, and wr org at the time that 
letter was wrote: it permitted me to 
leave the country, and my factory, in 
fix months after the receipt of it. I 
waited upon Governor — with 
this leave, who received me in the po- 
liteſt manner; for he had ſhewn me ex- 
traordinary reſpect ever ſince I arrived, 
which had been repaid by me in an ob- 
ſervation of that due deference and 


obedience that I think ſhould be al- 
There, 


ways paid to our ſuperiors, 
are, no doubt, a ſet of perſons in be- 


ing, who are conſtantly uneaſy under, 
whoever governs. Man, born a free. 
agent, naturally aims at reaping all 


the privileges that are his happy lot; 
but he carries this ſometimes too far, 


he enters into a compariſon between. 
himſelf and the perſon who rules him; 


he erroneouſly imagines, that that per- 
ſon ſhould have greater talents and 
abilities than fall to the ſhare of ſuch 


finite beings; he ſees him ſubje& to 


the ſame frailties with himſelf, and he 


blames the Power who could not bet- 


ter diſtinguiſh than to appoint ſuch a 


governor to rule over him. My 
friend, the moſt divine and heavenly 
man that ever exiſted, that true judge. 


of human nature, to whom we are 
obliged for all thoſe ſublime rules and 


precepts, that under various forms go- 
art of the world, 


vern the civilized 
never entered into the merits of a ru- 
Jer's character, or it's demerits: he 
even ſuppoſes, or ſeems .to fuppoſe, 
that Providence has a great ſway in 
ſetting up magiſtrates, when, in an- 
ſwer to the Jews enſnaring queſtion, 
without calling Czſar an uſurper and 
a Tyrant, as he really was, he ſays, 
* Give unto Ceſar the things that are 


proper by eit 
ſo 2 


JOE THOMPSON. : 


© Caeſar's, and unis God the things that 
© are God's! Certainly, in the wiſe 
diſpoſition Heaven makes of thipgs, it 
deines one man to this employment, 
and another man to a different one; it 
alſo appoints thoſe that ſhall govern, 
and choſe that ſhall obey; and, their 
obligations to each other being mu- 


tual, if the heavenly contract is broke 


through by either party, it becomes 
void, of no effect, and ſuch remedies 
ought to be > 445 to, as are thought 

er ſide of the queſtion; 
ar as they do not affect the general 


| Jaws of nature, and the rules or con- 


duct of Providence. It is enough, my 
gentle reader, that thy property is ſe- 
cured, and thy perſon free from dan- 
ger; leave the minute ſprings and 
movements of government to ſtateſ- 
men; believe they do right, and never 
by an exploring inquiſitiveneſs into 
the actions of your ſuperiors in their 
publick ſtation, or in the management 


of their private concerns, endanger 


that hurt to your mind, that diſcontent 
and ill-humour produce. The gover- 


nor, undoubtedly, is obliged to conſult 


the good of the governed, and no obli- 


gation lies upon us tamely to ſubmit 


to oppreſſion, and the injuries flowing 
from a bad adminiſtration, to, let me 
ſay, it's conſtituents. But we muſt 
not magnify our wrongs, or :ncreaſe 
our ſorrows, by ſeeing through a falſe 
and deceitful medium, Here we are 
happy—George reigns in the hearts, 
as he does over the perſons of his ſub- 
jets, with a mild, a gentle ſway, 
Docs he appoint miniſters? He ap- 
points ſuch, we muſt hope, as from a 
thorough knowledge he thinks equal 
to the taſk of adviſing and directing 


him to purſue his people's good and 


happineſs; like ſmall ftreams derived 
from this ſource, all our petty magi- 
ſtrates have their original; and let us 


endeavour rather to cover than to de- 


clare their faults, if they produce no 


other bad conſequences than what 


flow to themſelves, by the contempt 
an imprudent management of thei 


private concerns will occaſion, Every 
department of 8 does not 


furniſh an Hallifax, or a Montague; a 


Montague, alas! lately departed, too 
ſoon loſt to the bewailing world.— 
© Oh, Montague! as long as virtue is 
mankind, as long as 
eemed by the good, as 
« long 


« xeſpeRed b 
virtue is 
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© Jong as trade flouriſhes in this mari- 
time country, as long as true and 
genuine benevolence of heart ſhall 
© conduce to the relief of the miſera- 


ple, ſo long ſhall thy. loſs be lament- 


© ed by all that ever heard thy name 
© and character! Thy ducal coronet 


« borrowed luſtre from thee; and thy 


« high rank and birth only ſerved to 
© make thy noble mind more conſpi- 
* cuouſly apparent!* I ſee, methinks, 
the godlike peer, with that humanity 
of countenance ſo remarkably his, 
bending in ſilent attention to ſome tale 
of woe, and reaching out the ready 
hand to relieve diſtreſs; his heart melt- 
ing in ſoft ſympathy and gentle com- 
paſſion, hardly reſtraining the tears 
that ſtand in his pitying eyes! But I 
can enlarge no more, though I long to 
do it on this engaging ſubje&, which 
has carried me ſo far out of my road, 
and brought to my remembrance one 
of the greateſt men that ever exiſted. 

I was in ſome pain about poor Saris, 
as I did not thoroughly know how he 
ſtood in regard 'to the company, and 
whether he could alſo leave Fort St. 
George as ſoon as I did, which was 
what I earneſtly defired; but when I 
mentioned my thoughts to him, he told 
me, he was at liberty to depart when- 
ever he would; which leave he had ob- 
tained of his friend, in the ſame man- 
ner I had procured it by mine, and that 
he wouid go to England when I de- 
parted, for the benefit of my company. 
I returned him thanks, and we im- 
mediately began to get matters in or- 
der, and to finiſh our various concerns, 
particularly, that of ſettling our ac- 
counts for the company with the go- 
vernor, which we did with tokens of 
his approbation for our fidelity. When 


Truman found we were diſpoſing mat- 


ters for our departure, he jumped and 
ſkipped about as if he was diſtracted, 
and was not ſo much maſter of him- 
{elf for a long time, as to govern his 
tranſports with any degree of mode- 
ration. When he came a little to him- 
ſelf, he adviſed us to go to Batavia, and 
from thence in a Dutch ſhip to Europe; 
war being declared, according to our 
accounts, between the Engliſh and 
French, though as yet no hoſtilities 
had been commenced in the Indian 
ſeas. © I tell you what, Truman,” 
lays Mr. Saris, with Mr. Thomp- 
5 ſon's conſent, we'll ſend thee off for 
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© England, with our beſt effects, in the 
© homeward bound Dutch fleet, and 
© you ſhall leave us next week, and go 
© to Batavia for that purpoſs; and 
© we will take the chance of any ſingle 
* ſhip that may (ail from thence at the 
© ſix months end. Truman was at firſt 
averſe to this propoſal, his affect ion 
for me not permitting him to think of 
parting with me; but, upon our joint 
deſire, he undertock, though reluc- 
tantly, to prepare for his departure; 
and, in about a month, having fur- 
niſhed him properly, we ſent him, in 
a ſmall veile}, to Batavia, whence the 
ſame veſſel brought letters from him, 
that he had embarked, and failed, in 
good health, for the Cape of Good 
Hope. I retained my large diamond, 
and a ſmall charge of money, having 
conſigned all the reſt of my effects, 
jointly, to my father, Mr, Diaper, and 
Truman, till T arrived. Truman af- 
fected me greatly, when we parted, 
and, in a reſpectful manner, claiping 
me in his arms, begged me to take 
care of myſelf; and prayed to God to 
reſerve me ſafe in my deſigned voyage: 
in ſhort, we both ſhed tears, and I paid 
that tribute with pleaſure, to ſo faith 
ful, jo juſt, and ſo diſintereſted a man, 
who had ſecured himſelf a large ſhare 
of my love and eſteem. We implored 
the bleſſing of God upon his voyage, 


and hoped he would arrive ſafe at the 


deſtined port. No man, that has not ex- 
perienced the pleaſure of having a faith- 
ful agent and ſervant, can expreſs the 
relief it gives to the cares of life; and 
the ſecret to procure that ſatisfaction, is 
to convince the ſervant, you have his 
welfare and intereſt at heart; and then 
it is natural for him to conſult yours, 
as his own well-being depends upon 
it. The loweſt people may be brought 
to eſteem and practiſe noble principles; 
and will, of courſe, follow them, if 
no abſurd, or bad management, in 
thoſe above them, directs them to diffe- 
rent courſes Would we have honeſt 
and true domeſticks about us, we muſt 
act in ſuch a manner ourſelves, as to 
appear amiable in their eyes; which 
will make them fearful of following 
other maxims themſelves. When the 
time of our own departure came, we 
took an adieu of all our good friends, 
and were entertained . agreeably by 
all the gentlemen of the town, who 
ſhewed great concern in parting with 
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us; and the governor, and our brother- 
factors, particularly vied with each 
other, in making us preſents of ſuch 
things as would, they thought, render 
eur voyage agreeable, As we had no 


fleet, or fingle ſhip, going to rings 
at 


we determined to go the ſame way t 

we fent Truman, and arrived ſafely in 
the city of Batavia, where we had im- 
mediately an opportunity of a paſſage 
to Holland, in the Yfrow Chriftiana, 
commanded by Captain Vander Speigel, 


_ which was a remarkable ſtout thip, and 


well manned, mounting forty guns, and 
carrying a hundred and ſeventy ſeamen. 
Having obtained Governor Van Bluck's 
licence, which we did with ſome diffi- 
culty, to go in her, I had our effects 
regiſtered, we embarked, and ſtood 


out to fea. Before we paſſed the line, 


we loft our captain, who was one of 
the moſt ſottiſn and brutiſh fellows in 
the world, and was actually ſet on fire 


dy drinking ſpirituous liquors, which, 
at length, burnt out his entrails, and 


carried him off. He was ſucceeded by 


à very gentleman- like man, Captain 


Beeckman; and, as if the exiſtence of 


this fellow had retarded, or been the 
remora of our progreſs, the wind, 


which had been till now unfavourable, 
ſhifted about, and carried us at a fine 
rate, till we fell in with the Cape, 
where we came to anchor-along-fide of 
two Dutch, and three Engliſh Eaſt 


Indiamen, after paying the proper ſa- 


Jutes to the forts and ſhips, and re- 
ceiving the ſuitable returns to our com- 


pliments. 


8 H A P. XX. 


Hts AGREEABLE SURPRIZE, IN 


MEETING, UNEXPECTEDLY, A 


DEAR AND VALUABLE FRIEND— 
THEY RELATE TO EACH OTHER 
- THEIR ADVENTURES—MR. DIA- 


PER'S ACCOUNT OF AN UNHAPPY 


SHIPWRECK AND ESCAPE— THE 


SHIPS SAIL IN CONCERT=—=ARE 
' SEPARATED '. BY A VIOLENT 


STORM, 


7H E N we had come to anchor, 


Mr. Saris and myſelf went, 


with the captain, and ſome other gen- 


tlemen, for ſhore, in our long- boat; 


and, as we paſſed along-ſide of a large 


Engliſh ſhip, we enquired her name, 
and my heart jumped from my boſom 
almoſt, when we were anſwered, as to 
that particular, and that ſhe was com- 
manded by Captain Friendly. This 
revived a thouſand endearing ideas in 
my mind, and I begged the captain to 
call on board her, which we did; and, 
the minute I ſet my foot on deck, I 
enquired, precipitately, whether Mr. 
Diaper was on board. I was anſwered 
7 the captain, that I was very lucky 
if I wanted to fee that gentleman, as 
he was ſupercargo on board the next 
ſhip; to which he would do himſelf 
the pleaſure to accompany me, as he 
had not himſelf ſeen that valuable man 
a great while, his voyage having been 
altered when he left England. When 
he came there, as I was getting up the 
thip's: ſide, I overheard my Friend's 
voice talking to ſomebody, and pur- 
poſely covered my face with my hat, 


to ſurprize him with the unexpected 


ſight I was going to preſent before him. 
We were entreated to go into the great 
cabbin, where we ſeated ourſelves, 
and ſoon after Mr. Diaper entered and 
falnted us; he was fo altered, that, 
had Tt not been for his voice, I ſhould 


ſcarcely have diſtinguiſhed him, and. 


for that ſympathetick involuntary re- 
cognition my heart afforded me. I 
was as much altered myſelf; but, the 
moment he heard me fpeak, he turned 
his eyes eagerly towards me, without 
ſaying' one word; his knees tottered 
under him, and he exclaimed, © Great 
God! I thank thee for this!“ and 
would have dropped down, had I not 
ran to him, and claſping him in my 
arms, could not refrain from tears ; 
© Heavens! I cried, © this is bliſs—un- 
© vtterable—inexpreſhble—and pays 
© me for all my fatigues.— To meet 
© thee thus,“ he rejoined, © who could 
expect it?' And thus, for near a 
quarter of an hour, we did nothing 
but embrace, and utter ſuch disjointed 
ſpeeches, as our ſudden elevation of 
mind could only diQtate, Has my 
reader known what it is to feel the 
warmth of friendſhip's ſublime and 
inſpiring ſentiments, that flow of joy 
that ruſhes over the ſoul, -in obliging 
and being obliged by diſintereſted vir- 
tue ? Has he been long abſent from the 
amiable partner of his boſom ? Has he 
found her at his return conſtant, aha 
Aa — 
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and faithful, and equal to all his long- 
ing wiſhes? Then he may have felt thoſe 
guſts and ſtarts of paſſionate fondneſs, 
that we felt in ſeeing each other, after 
a ſeven years abſence, and all the un- 
certainties it had produced in our minds 
of each other's welfare ; that flood of 


joy, that avild tumultuous roll, that caſt 


aſide body, and left nothing about us 
but mind, and wondering, gazing 
fight. When we became ſomewhat 
calmer, ſtill our enquiries of each 
other made our converſation a diſ- 
jointed medley, in aſking queſtions on 
each fide, without being maſter enough 
of ourſelves to reſolve them. At 
length I preſented Mr. Saris to him as 
a valued friend, who had been, ever 
ſince we met, highly participating in 
our mutual ſatisfaction; and, being 
obliged to yield to Captain Beeck- 
man's deſires to go on ſhore as ſoon as 
oſſible, Mr. Diaper obtained leave of 
bis captain to accompany us; for 
though the ſupercargoes are ſuperior 
to the commanders of India ſhips, 
when on ſhore at the factories, they 
are under the captain's direction in the 
voyage: when we came on ſhore, after 
again refreſhing ourſelves, whilſt the 
captain was employed in his buſineſs, 
Mr. Diaper, Mr. Saris, and myſelf, 


took a walk in one of the beautiful 
gardens of the Dutch Company, which 


bloom with all nature's various pro- 


ductions; and, fitting down under the 


| ſhady covering of a delightful alcove, 
I\ related all my adventures and ſue- 
ceſſes to my friend; and he, in return, 
gratified me with an account of all that 
had happened to himſelf ſince our ſepa- 
ration; by which I underſtood, to my 
great joy, that he never again propoſed 
going to India, having acquired a for- 
tune of near 30.000]. through various 


difficulties and dangers, with honour 


to himſelf and fatisfaRion to his own- 
ers. He now hoped, with me, we 
ſhould find all our friends well, and 
particularly his adorable Bellair, whom 
he was haſtening to eſpouſe. I found, 
in his laſt voyage with Captain Friend- 
ly, he had been ſhipwrecked, and un- 
daerwent great difficulties on a barba- 
rous coaſt, whereby he had been a great 
loſer; and, that adventure being very 
curious and extraordinary, I ſhall par- 
teularly inſert it, as he related it. 


& 
6 
c 
f 
« 
8 
0 
c 
c 
c 
4 
c 
t 
c 
o 
c 
* 
c 
© our misfortunes. 
c 
g 
6 
+ 
« 
6 
. 
c 
* 
. 
* 
a 
c 
c 
£ 
- 
c 
0 
* 
0 


171 


THE UNFORTUNATE SHIPWRECK 
AND LUCKY ESCAPE OF MR. 


« WE had a ſucceſſion of foul wea- 


ther, from the very day we 
left the Cape of Good Hope, which 
continued, with little intermiſſion, 
till we came the length of the Philip- 
pine Iflands; from which, by our 
reckonings, we had been driven a 
great way to the eaſtward, when 
another violent ſtorm aroſe from the 
S. E. and for near three weeks we 


were the ſport of the winds and 


waves, and could keep no regular 
account of our way. Our people 
had been ſo reduced by fickneſs be- 


o 
© fore, that we had not hands ſuffi- 


cient to manage the ſhip, ſo that the 
ſupercargoes, and other gentlemen, 
were obliged to exert themſelves in 
performing the meaneſt as well as the 
moſt toilſome offices. Our provi- 
ſions fell fo ſcarce, that we were at 
very ſhort allowance; and for water 
we had not above half a pint a day 
per man, and we had been obliged to 
throw our guns and the leſs valuable 
part of our cargo overboard. No- 
thing could be more dreadful and 
pitiable than our melancholy fitua- 
tion; ſo that we began to abandon 
ourſelves to deſpair, and, wearie@ 
with ſickneſs and fatigue, - reſigned 
ourſelves in expectation of the fatal 
moment that ſhould put a period to 
I took a ſpell one 
evening at the helm, and experienced 
a great inſtance of the protection of 
Providence; an increaſed guſt of 
wind threw a ſea over us, that waſh- 
ed me, a mate, and three other men, 
that were upon deck, overboard, and 
though it was almoſt inſtantaneous, 
yet I had time enough to reflect that 
I was loſt, and to put a few fervent 
ſupplications to God, recommending 
my ſoul into his hands, who beſtow- 
ed it upon me; when another wave 
threw me again upon the main-deck, 
and there left me gaſping for life; 
it was ſome time before I came to 
myſelf, and I was then hurried into 
the cabbin, and put to bed by Cap- 
tain Friendly. The mate and t 

other three were loſt, and, with the 
higheſt ſentiments of devotion, I 
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gave thanks to, and adored that mer- 
ciful Being, who had thus ſaved me 
from the waters that ſo terribly en- 
compaſſed me round about. e be- 
gan ſoon to experience all the miſe- 
ries of famine, which appeared in 
it's moſt terrifying forms. Six of 
our ſick people expired through mere 
want of neceſſary ſuſtenance, and we 
were all fo overcome with faſting, 
that the men began to debate, whe- 
ther or no lots ſhould not be caſt for 
one of us to die to preſerve the reſt, 
We drank our urine for many days, 
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not having the leaſt rain fince the 
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© ſtorm began, which otherwiſe we 
* ſhould have ſaved for our uſe. Our 
<.main-maſt was brought by the 
board, but, through mercy, we got 
© her clear of the ſhip, and our bow- 
© ſprit and part of our rudder were 
carried away by the howling waves. 
Sure no fight can be more dreadful 
© than to ſee a veſſel in ſuch a forlorn 
© condition, and to ſurvey, all around, 
£.the horrid waſte of waters breaking 
© mountains high on every fide! at dit- 
4 tance you fee them diſſolve into a 
© white foam now ſinking into an ab- 
E rupt vale, or riſing into a perpetual 
© ſucceſſion of broken craggy hills, 
© rolling far and wide away. The 
& 
o 
G:: 
6 
« 
4 


howling burſts, that the bellowing 


wind ſends forth, rattle through the 
rigging with impetuous force, and, 
like one continued peal of thunder, 
ſeem to deafen The ears, and tun 
the brain. TOs 


&« ſee forked glare | 
„ The livid lightnings through the vaſt ex- 
| “ panſe, | 
« And, hark! hoarſe thunder growls with 
| & dreadful roar ! | | 
* No more the helm obeys the pilot's hand; 
« See, borne aloft, our maſts pervade the 
r | 
4c Andnowwe're bury'd in the gulph below! 
& Dreadful the ſhocking ſcene! but 
| « g:ateful till 1 
& To Genii, who aſpire, though ſtill ſur- 
«© rounded 5 7 
6 By every wretched ill that ſtarts the ſoul, 
«& To purchaſe, honour, and to ſerve man- 
” © kind! | 
te Let wretches, mean and ſordid, ſafely lurk, 
© Bury'd luxuripuſſy, in holes and corners; 
« Ours is the uſeful lif-, though want and 
| „ anguith, . . 
& Famine, and all the dreaded train of 
7 * ovile a: | 
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« That human nature ſhrinks at, oft cots 
1 6 ſpire T 
« To check our frailty in the glorious 


% rage!“ 
© At the end of three weeks, or there- 
* 'abouts, as I was looking out afore, 
* methought I ſaw an object, that, af- 
ter obſerving ſtedfaſtly, I found ſtill 
* kept it's poſition: I ſet it by the 
« compaſs, and perceived it bore off us 
* due ſouth; fo, with joy, I called to 
© Captain Friendly, who was then very 
© ill, and told him, I was ſure I made 
land a-head. Though he could 
© ſcarcely crawl, the news gave him 
© ſuch ſpirits, that he was up in an in- 
* ſtantz and, every body getting the 
© ſ{cent, the decks were ſoon filled with 
people, whoſe looks were capable to 
«© ſtrike the ſoul with horror; all wan 
* and pale, and ghaſtly, from iilneſs 
© and famine; their countenances now 
© betrayed ſomewhat of a ſmile, and 
© the meagre hands and hollow eyes 
© were lifted up to thank God for the 
© mercy he had beſtowed upon us. 
© The ſucceeding day we had a ſhort 
* ceſſation of the ſtorm, and, the iky 
being ſomewhat clear, we could 
© now perceive. it was plainly land, ri- 
ſing into hummocks, and deſcending 
© on each fide into a point; we could 
© not imagine what land it was, but 
© ſteered directly in for it, imagining 
© it to be about ſeven leagues diſtant 
© from us, when the wind again began 
* to riſe with it's wonted fury, and 
© drove us directly in for it: and now 
© a freſh difficulty aroſe, how we 
© ſhould prevent the veſſel's driving 
© up the rocks, which would be our 
© inevitable deſtruction; however, af- 
ter tacking about, we found we 
could not keep her head up to the 
„wind, and, weary and faint, let her 
© drive, invoking the great Pilot of 
© the univerſe once more to appear 
c 
* 
c 
6 
6 
c 
- 


and act in our favour. In ſhort, 


three or four hours brought us 
amongſt the breakers, and preſently 
the ſhip thumped hard upon the 
rocks, beat part of her fal ſe keel off, 
and one of the larboard-ſtrakes; 10 
that ſoon the water poured upon us 
on all ſides, and we were obliged to 
c 2 our boats, which were the 
© long-boat and pinnace, which with 
« leſs difficulty we did, as the 1 * 
f * 
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7 had been all day in the chains; and, 
« putting in the latter the company's 
© ſilver, and providing ourſelves with 


© ſome powder, fire-arms, and mathe- 


© matical inſtruments, with all our 
© books and papers, and ſome other 
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ſaries of life. 


materials, we ſafely got into them, 
to the number of forty-five ſouls, 
and committed ourſelves to the pro- 
tection of Providence, whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance we again experienced, by get- 
ting ſafely alſo on ſhore, whilſt at a 
diſtance we ſaw our poor veſſel torn 
into a thouſand pieces. | 

© Our firſt care was to ſecure our 
boats; and, whilſt a party ſet about 


building tents for ſuch of our people 


as were quite ſick and unable to help 


themſelves, and whom with extreme 


difficulty we had got from the wreck 


with us, the captain, myſelf, and 


two more, went armed to look abroad 


into the country, to ſee the place, 


and to diſcover if it was inhabited, 
and if we could procure the neceſ- 
The ſoil was ſandy, 
and abounded in ſeveral kinds of 
trees and ſhrubs; particularly, to our 
great joy, we found the palm-tree to 
be one of them, which gave us a 
proſpe& of meeting with ſtill greater 
abundance, We found ſome deer 
and ſome wild hogs, and ſeveral 
other ſorts of animals for food, and 
a particular kind of herb ſomewhat 
like ſpinage, by the help of which 


refreſhments we were ſoon all well. 


recovered ſave fix, who expired 
ſoon after our landing; and began 
to enter into a form of domettick 
government, parties being appointed 
to kill game, others to cut firing, 
and the remainder to lengthen our 
long-boat, by the help of which we 
were in hopes we might get from 
this place. All our conjectures were 
a long time at a puzzle to know 
where we were, though ſome of our 
old voyagers were poſitive we were 
in one of the moſt northerly of the 
Marian Iſlands, which lie from 139 
to 222 of northern latitude, and in 
1432 of eaſt longitude from the me- 
ridian of London. Our cbſervations 
were confirmed in this; and ſome of 
our men defiring to go out in the 
pinnace, to diſcover if we were really 
upon one of theſe iflands or no, and 
to- ſeek for inhabitants, (for as yet 
we had ſeen none) ten of them were 
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permitted to go with Mr. Midgley, 
a ſupercargo, and a mate at their 
head: they were victualled as well 
as we could ſupply them; and, hav- 
ing the proper inſtruments, and ſome 
trifles which we had ſaved, to truck 


with the natives, they ſet out on their 


voyage; but whether they were bu- 
ried in the fea, or deſtroyed by the 
Barbarians, I cannot tell, for we 
never ſaw them more; and the loſs 
of ſo many of our comrades ſtruck 
us with a great damp, and ſunk our 


ſpirits, having now only twenty- 


ſeven left; beſides, in loſing the pin- 
nace, we received a very great detri- 
ment, as now we could not go out 
to fiſh, which. had made a part of 
our diet, The iſland, in the interior 
part, was like a garden, and the air 
ſo temperate, that we could not help 
thinking ourſelves as happy as peo- 
ple in our circumſtances could de- 
fire to be, conſidering all things; 
and could we once get to any of our 
ſettlements or factories, and from 
thence to Europe, as we had done 
all that men could do, we did not 
doubt our conduct would be approv- 
ed by the company, and that they 


would make no difficulty of employ- 


ing us again in their ſervice. In the 
cloſe of the day we buſied ourſelves 
in ſuch ſports or diverſions as we 
could perform, as wreſtling, leap- 
ing, &c. and I made a back-gam- 
mon table in a rude fathion, and 
having dice, that was the entertain- 
ment of the better ſort of us: every 
day I read the church- ſervice morn- 
ing and evening, by the captain's de- 
fire, and on Sundays we attended the 


devotion of the day with all the punc- 


tuality and ſeriouſneſs imaginable, 
and ſet apart that ſeventh portion of 
time to thoſe exerciſes that amend 
and raiſe the heart to the great fart 
Fountain of all-created things. In 
appearance there could not be a more 


harmonious and peaceable ſet of peo- 


ple tiran we all were, expreſſing great 
regard and affection to each other; 
but our melodious Waller might 
well ſay 


6 find, 


& Than from the rocks, the billows, or the 


[1 


6 wind 2 nf a 


And this in a little time proved ex- 
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not ſomething ſurprizing that the 
ſpirit of diſcord reigns ſo much 
amongſt mankind, that it follows 


them, and intrudes itſelf into their 


breaſts, even when their very being 
depends upon unity and friendfhip's 
being preſerved amongſt them? Could 
a ſituation much more direful be 


thought of than ours was, ſeparated 


as it were from all the world, the 


companions and brothers of mis- 


fortune, and of misfortune not to 


be overcome without our joint ef- 


forts employed to extricate us. Yet 


we fell into feuds and diſſenſions that 
cauſed the death of many, and had 


very near ruined the innocent with 
the guilty, and involved us all in 
deſtruction. Hitherto every one had 
ſhewn the utmoſt willingneſs in the 


taſks appointed them, and to obey 


the commands of their officers, to 
whom they had been as ſubmiſs as 
before our ſhipwreck; and by that 


means our long- boat was nearly ready 


for ſea, was decked and ſtrengthened 

roperly, ſo as to become an excel- 
Lond ſea-boat;z and the rigging her, 
for which we were particularly oblig- 
ed to the palm-tree, was on the point 
of being finiſhed, when a moſt hor- 
rid conſpiracy was diſcovered, carried 
on by twelve of our beſt hands, who 
had entered into an agreement to take 


away the company's treaſure, and 


make their eſcape in the veſſel, and, 
leaving us in this diſconſolate con- 
dition, go to ſome of the Portugueſe 
ſettlements, ſhare the money, and 
every one to ſhift for himſelf. ' This 
was their firſt plan; but they after- 
wards altered it, and agreed to run 
amongſt the Philippine Iſlands, or 
to ſteer to the Streights of Manilla, 
and there to endeavour to ſeize ſome 


large veſſel, and go upon the account, 


or turn pirates. The principal con- 
ſpirator was one Scott, the boatſwain, 


a fellow that on board 1 had obſerved 
to be of a mutinous, domineering 
ſpirit, and particularly ſevere in the 


execution of his office: in ſhort, I 
never liked him, but had ſeen him 
behave with great caution and cir- 
cumſpection ſince he had been on 
ſhore, which had in a manner cured 
both Captain Friendly and myſelf of 
our prejudices againſt him. They 
were all armed with firelocks and 
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* hangers, as well as ourſelves, which 
© made it the more dangerous; and 
c their deſign was juſt ripe for execu- 
* tion,when I was the happy inſtrument 
to diſcover and defeat it. I was one 
* day with my gun, and a favourite 
* dog of mine, who had been before 
* to India with me; and, having tired 
* myſelf in the purſuit of game, laid 
* myſelf down in a copſe, intending 
* to take a nap before I returned to my 
* companions, whilſt the dog frayed 
© at fome diſtance from me round. 
* about, employed in the ſeeking way 
of pointers. I overheard a voice 
© which I knew to be Scott's, who 
© hallooved to another man“ Damn 
«© me! how came this dog here? He's 
<<, like his maſter, always pcering and 
„ prying about, and be damned to 
* him! IwiſhT could as eaſily diſpatch 
* him as I could his dog, and then 
% we ſhould have nothing to fear; but 


« I'll be damned if I do not hide the 


6c preciſe ſon of a bitch ſome how or 
«« other, notwithſtanding !'* Upon 
© which he gave my dog a kick, who 
* ran yelping away, and, as it hap- 
« pened, diſtant from the place I lay 
© In, at the back of which theſe fel- 
© lows were walking.“ Curſe me,” 


replies another, whom I knew to be 


© Will Jones, the carpenter's mate, he 
«© is a good fellow, too, for that mat- 


„ter; I would not have any blood 


« ſpilt if it could be helped; but as 
« to the company, a pack of rich 
„ ſcoundrels, I think it no fin to rob 
« them, if it was of twice as much.” 
I lay cloſe all this while, and heard 
them talk over their whole deſign, 
and Juckily left the ſpot, without it's 
being perceived that I had overheard 
them; and, in the courſe of their 
talk, learned all the names of the 
gang. I was ſhocked and amazed 
at ſuch a ſcene of villainy, but re- 
ſolved to act very cautiouſly, as I 


* 

5 

« 

c 

* 

5 

C 

c 28 they were already very 
« ſtrong. The next day I took Captain 
Friendly out with me, and Mr. Ben- 
0 
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ſon, one of our mates, and the only 


one we had remaining,under pretence 
of ſhewing them a fine proſpect which 
I had diſcovered in my peregrinations 
the day before. When we had go! 
far enough, I began to open what I 
had heard, and my important diſco- 
very, which made them tremble; 
and, though they were both as cov- 

© rageoud 
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rageous men as any I ever knew, yet 
it was ſome time before their amaze- 
ment would ſuffer them to ſpeak a 
ſvilable: at length, when their firſt 


ſurprize was over, we began to con- 


ſult ways and means to cruſh the 
conſpiracy before it came to a greater 
head; and, in order to that, it was 


thought neceſſary that the ſil ver ſnould 


be put under a guard of two of our 
truſtieſt men, to be relieved every 
four hours, and that I ſhould lie in 
the ut where it was ſecured; that 
the captain ſhould call all the hands 


together the next day, and,endea-. 
your to ſeize the conſpirators un- 


armed, by the help of ſuch of our 
people as. till continued faithful, 
and to whom we were to impart the 
heads of the affair this very evening. 
Accordingly, we ſent privately to 
them, one by one, to avoid ſuſpi- 
cion, and received a promiſe from all 
of them that they would ſtand by 
their commander, and not fee the 
company mjured; and moſt of them 
were {© irritated, we could hardly 
re:train their rage within proper 
bounds ; but what gave us great un- 


eaſineſe, was the impoſſibility of ſe- 


curing their arms, or catching them 
without them; for, from a precau- 
tion generally attendant upon the 
actions of deſigning and bad people, 
wio are full of ſuſpicions, and ever 
on their guard, they, it was obſerved 
of late, always went armed, and, 
as we were told, which was what had 
ſurprized the reſt of the men, even 
lay with their muſquets by them all 
night. It was then thought proper 
to alter our plan of action; and, 


the firſt time three or four of them 


vent out together to fiſh or hunt, 
to ſurround them, and, by force of 


arms, make them priſoners; and, 


thus weakened in their numbers, to 
attack the relt, and, not furrender- 
ing, to put them to the ſword, An 
opportunity immediately occurred 
and Scott, with four more, going out, 
towards the other end of the iſland, 
with pretence to hnnt, but really to 
agree on methods to put their icheme 
in execution, I begged the captain 
to permit me to foilow him with 
ſeven picked men; which, accord- 
ingly, he did; and I took a different 
rout, knowing, however, it would 


ſoon bring us to encounter each other, 
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In about an hour we heard them ap- 
proach at a diſtance; upon which I 
ordered three of my men to enter 2 
kind of thicket, where they might 
be concealed from their firſt fight, 
whilſt I advanced with the reſt ſome 
paces, and ſoon perceived my gentle- 

men, who made a ſtand, and aſked, 
in a familiar way, how we came out 
ſo far. I drew them by degrees to 
the place of my ambuſeade, talking 
of indifferent matters; and then, 
facing about ſuddenly, cried, “ Gen- 
tlemen, I command you to lay down 
your arms, and ſurrender yourſelves 
priſoners, that you may be cleared 
of a black deſign againſt the lives 
of your cempanions, and to run 
away with the veſſel that we have 
all contributed to build, to carry 
us from this ſolitary place, or re- 
ceive the puniſhment due to your 
crime.“ Scott, with the reſt, turned 
pale, to hear me ſpeak thus; but 
being a bold and deſperate ſet of 
wretches, they ſoon reſumed their 
countenances, and he told me he did 
not know by what authority I called 
them to account; that they were not 
under my command, nor any one 
elſe; and would try who were the 
beſt men, if I perſiſted in my deſign; 
So, d—n ye, my lads, let us charge 
them directly!“ On which he fired 
at me,; ani thereupon I ordered my 
men in the thicget to let fly, by 
which two of the conſpirators were 


killed, who at the ſame inſtant, with 


an unlucky ſhoi, diſpatched one of 
my companions : however, like wild 
beafts, they did not take warning 
by their friends fate, which only 
ſerved to redouble their fury; and, 
Scott advancins before the other two, 
to knock me down with the butt- 


end of his piece, I clapped my fire- 


lock to his breaſt, and ſhot him dead 
on the ſpot; on which his companions 
ſurrence'ed themſelves priſoners at 
diſcretion, and we bound their hands, 
and drove them before us till we 
came near home; when, leaving them 
with two men for their ſafe-keeping, 
the reſt of us entered our little plan- 
tation, where Captain Friendly was 
under dreadful apprehenſions, fear- 
ing our plot had miſcarried; but 
now, when, from the information 
of my priſoners, I could give him 
an exact account of the number and 
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deſigns of theſe wretches, he was 
made tolerable eaſy, and we prepared 
for the execution. of the ſecond part 
of our ſcheme. The captain and 
Mr. Benſon, each attended by ſux 
men well armed, advanced before 
their hut, and ſummoned them to 
ſurrender, or expect to be treated 
without mercy, as Scott and the reſt 
of their companions had been be- 


© fore; but crying out, „One and 
& all! One and all!” they ſallied out, 
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and, deſperado like, fired their pieces 
on both parties, by which we Joſt 
two men; and, by our return to their 


« fire, dropped two of theirs, By this 


time they had retreated to a large 
tree, which had been cut down for 
ſome time before, of which they make 


a kind of breaſt-work; and, before 


our people could cloſe with them, 
had loaded again, and diſcharged full 
in their teeth, by which another man 


was killed, and Captain Friendly 


wounded in the ſhoulder; but, in 


return to the ſalute, our parties fired, 
and laid three more of them flat on 
the earth; and the remaining two 
flung down their arms, and jubmit- 


ted. As ſo much blood had been 


ſpilt, and theſe four fellows were 
the leaſt guilty amongſt them, Cap- 
tain Friendly deferred any proceed- 
ings againſt them, and propoſed to 
keep them confined till we ſailed, in 
order to deliver them up to the firſt 
factory we came to, for the company 
to diſpoſe of as they thought fit: but, 
whilſt we were bullied in quelling this 
inſurreRion, five of our men, who 
were on board the Eſcape, (for ſo we 
had named our new veſſel) agreed to 
run away with her; and providing 


themſelves privately with ſome pro- 


vitiens and water, had put out to fea, 


without being perceived by any of us, 


we were ſo employed in the aforeſaid 
operations; and thus, winlit we were 
contending for the prize, it was run 
away with from both parties. Our 


conſternation was cxtreme, when we 


diſcovered this perfidy, and ſaw, at 
diſtance, our boat under ſail, and 
ploughing through the waves. We 
were unable to ſpeak or think, and 
were involved in the deepeſt and moſt 
cruel deſpair, finding now ail hopes 
to get away fruitleſs, and of no ef- 
feet, unicts Providence directed ſome 
veſſel that way, which was a thing 
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we had no foundation to ſuppoſe, 
We were now only ten of us, in- 
cluding our priſoners, who ſeemed 
lo fincerely penitent, that they were 
ſuffered to walk abroad, but were 
not truſted with arms. Nothing can 
equal, ſure, our difconſolate condi- 
tion, and we began to think Heaven 
had forſaken us, and that we muſt 
finiſh our days thus remote from our 
friends, and native country, and rch. 
bed of all our ſanguine deſires, and 
tondeſt withes; when, one calm 
morning, to our infinite joy, we de- 
ſcried a ſail, at ſome leagues diſtance; 
upon which we made a great fire on 
an eminence, and, getting upon ano- 
ther hill, pitched a great pole there- 
on, upon which we hung a ſhirt, and 
continued firing our muſquets, with- 
out intermiſſion, hoping ſome eye or 
other on board her would diſcover 
theſe ſignals of diſtreſs; and how re- 


joiced were we, when we could ſee 


a boat put off, full of men, who 


rowed with all their might towards 


the iſland, and ſoon came within hail 
of us; when, lying on their oars, 
they aſked us, in e who 
we were. I anſwered for the reſt in 


that language, that we were the re- 


mains of the crew of an Engliſh ſhip, 
who had been ſhipwrecked here a 
great while ago; and begged them, 
for God's ſake, to take us on board, 
which they immediately conſented 
to; but would not touch the com- 
pany's ſilver, without firſt obtaining 
their captain's leave, We were over- 
con with tranſport at this change of 
our condition, and returned fincere 
thanks to God for our deliverance, 
and that we had fallen into the hands 
of friends and allies to our nation; 
and, indeed, we met with the noblett 
uſage from the captain, Don Fran- 
ciſco de Zuniga, who, at my re- 
queſt, ſent his boat again to ſhore for 
the treature I was fo fond of ſaving 
for my owners benefit. This ſhip 


was bound from Goa, on a trading 


voyage to China and Japar, and was 
a very large veſſel, and better manned 
than moſt of the Portugueſe ſhips 
generally are in theſe parts of the 
world; and the good cantain agreed 
to put us aſhore at Canton, which 
was the firit place he defigned to 
touch at, Nothing could happen 
better than this; nor could we be 

| | carried 
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© carried to n more defirable place; 
© but, though we experienced ell the 
goodneſs and generoſity imaginable 
© from this noble Portugueſe, we ex- 
© perienced the utmoſt brutality, and 
«© ſuperſtitious hatred, from the com- 
mon ſailors poſſible; and could not 
help acknowledging, that, in their 
ſhips, they are the moſt naſty and 
lazy wretches, that ever the world 
produced; and ſuch bad ſeamen in 
general, that, in a hard gale of 
wind, they, inſtead of beſtirring them- 
ſelves with briſkneſs and alicr.ty, 
are conftantly ſupplicating their St. 
Antonio to do their buſineſs tor them; 
ſo that their commcunders ure forced 
to exert their authority over th m, 
as over a pack of flaves, to bring 
them to any thing. They are, how - 
ever, well acquainted with the Eaſt 


from them we learned, that the iſland 
we were upon was called Aſſogon; 
which they themſelves had been driven 
to the ſight of alſo by a ftorm, which 
proved to us ſo propitious and for- 
runate. Don Franciſco was as good 
as his word, and ſet us ſafely on 
© ſhore at Canton, refuſing to take any 
ſatisfaction for the ſervice he had 


amongſt our countrymen, after a ſe- 
ries of ſuch perils, misfortunes, and 
dangers; and ſoon after took paſſage 
in another of the company's ſhips tor 
England; where, when we arrived, 
and had given the directors an ac- 
count of our behaviour and hard- 
ſhips, they treated us very kindly, 


Bay, and provided me with my pre- 
ſent voyage, to my old ſtation, Can- 
ton; whence I am arrived here, 
homeward-bound, happy m having 
recovered a friend I fo dearly love, 
and who has been conitantly upper- 
moiſt in my thoughts.” | 
We ſympathized with each other, in 
the various difiiculties -and misfor- 
tunes we had met with, and congratu- 
lated, mutually, one another, on our 
good ſucceſs, which was likely now 
to raiſe us to a ſtate of uninte rupted 
happineſs, if a mortal can ever be {aid 
to participate of it. Fe hear vrim's 
adventures with pleaſure and furprize, 
and conceived an high opinion and re- 


gard for Mr, Saris, When he talked 


a a > K « 


Indian Seas, and are good pilots; and 


done us; and we once more got 


made us handſome prejents, and gave 
Captain Friendly a ſhip for Coaſt and 


ars = "y- 
of his dear Bellair, he perceived the 
tears ſtart in my eyes; and I could not 
help maxing a mournful compariſon 
between his happy {tate and my miſe- 
ry, deprived, for ever of my adorable 
and adored Louiſa. He ſaw my pain 
and, taking me in his arms, kindly 
{aid all he could to diſſipate my uneaſi- 
nets, and blamed himteif for men- 
tioning a name which could not fail 


reviving my ideas of the charmer of 


my foul. He would fam have per- 
ſuaded us to leave the Dutch ſhip, and 
go pi-ngers in his; but we had con- 
tracted 1tuct a friendſhip tor Captain 


Beeckman, and he had done ſo many 


things, kindly to accommudate us in 
the voyage, that at length my friend 


agreed, it would be almoſt a crime to 
leave him, and eſpecially as their ſhip 
was fo full, that he could not promiſe 
us 17 lo good entertainment there. 
He invited the capiain with us, to a 


genteel irvat he give us on board his 


hip; and, al the time we lay at the 
Cape, the intercourſe of civilities from 


ſhip to ſhip was great and noble, and 
like men who fincerely delighted to 
oblige each other. Ihe friendly be- 
haviour between Mr, Diaper, myſelf, 
and Mr, Saris, ſpread a complacency 
every where, and inſpired love and hu- 
manity into every breaſt. When we 


had got all on board that was neceſſary 


for dur voyage, my dear friend took a 
tender farewel of us, hoping we ſhould 
arrive ſafe to the deſired, the deſtined 
ſpot, from which we had been fo lon 


ablent, in theſe uncomfortable, ſultry 


climates. Captain Beeckman, by the 
deſire of the ocher captains, took the 
command as commodore, and deliver- 
ed his orders accordingly ; reſolving, 
it poſſibie, io keep company with each 
other to Europe. We weighed, and 


ſet ſail in concert, and continued fo 


till we came the length of the Canaries, 
when a violent ſtorm aroſe, that put us 
in the utmolt pain for each other. 
Our ſhip rode it well; but Captain 
E riendly's, and that wherein my friend 
was, {ce ed to labour very hard, amidſt 


the mipeuous wines, and boilin 


waves, which roſe even to the clouds; 
and, in a day afterwards, the ſtorm 
ſtill continumg, we loſt fight of our 
whole flect, to our great uneaſineſs. 
I jeut up petitions for their ſafety, and 
Prayel that the Almighty would ſtill 
the raging main, and protect my poor 

| friend 
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CHAP. XXI. 


THEY PUT INTO MADEIRA=—AN 
EXTRAORDINARY ADVENTURE 


w=HE SAVES AN OLD FRIEND 


FROM A GANG OF BRAVOES— 
THEY ARE WOUNDED IN THE 
CONFLICT—THEIR MUTUAL JOY 
AT THE SIGHT OF EACH OTHER 
w-MR. ARCHER'S ACCOUNT OF 
THE ACCIDENT—HE EMBARKS 
WITH CAPTAIN BEECKMAN 
THEY ARRIVE AT AMSTERDAM. 


| HE winds hanging contrary to 


us, and fome of our men being 
very ill, our captain reſolved to touch 
at the Madeiras ; and accordingly we 
anchored in the road of Fyal; and ſoon 
after the captain, Mr. Saris, and my- 
ſelf, went on ſhore, and dined at the 
Dutch conſul's, where we were ele- 
gantly entertained; and the next day 
paid our compliments to the Engliſh 
conſul, who received us with that po- 
liteneſs fo utu.1 to that gentleman, and 
ſtaid us to dinner; and ſeveral of the 
Engliſh merchants accompanied us to 


fee the curioſities of the ifland, and 


thole of che town. I had a particular 


veneration for this place, as it was the 


ſcene of the adventures of two faithful 
lovers, who here finiſhed their lives 
and misfortunes together, after retiring 


from the rage of their perſecutors ; 


England. The Romiſh inhabitants 
abound with all the ſuperſtitions cuſ- 
toms and ceremonies that can make a 
rational creature ſick of ignorance and 
enthuſiaſin; and, perhaps, in their man- 
ners, are the baſeſt and loweſt wretches 
that one can form an idea of. 
the celebrated wines of this place not 
near of ſo generous à reliſh and flavour, 
as they were in moſt diſtant parts I 
had drank them: and it is an obſerva- 


tion of the merchants, that the beſt 


Madeira is to be found at New Vork, 
in North America, owing as much to 
their management of it there, as to the 
accidents of purgation and refining, 
which it meets with in the paſſage. 
We ſpent many agreeable hours here, 
and were univerſally careſſed; but, to 


of the field of battle. 


I tound 
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friend and his companions. We drove 
thus for ſeveral days; but at length 
the tempeſt abated, and a- ſtill calm 
ſucceeded this war of the elements. 


: A 
our diſappointment, found only one 
Dutch flip, of all our convoy, had 
put into Fyal; which gave me freſh 
pain for poor Diaper, & ho, my melan. 
choly diſpoſition ſuggeſted to me had 
periſhed in the ocean's devouring jaws, 
One evening I was returning from a 
merchant's to the Engliſh conſul's, 
having left Mr. Saris ars Captain 
Beeckman behind me, and was going 
to the upper part of the town for that 
purpoſe, when my ears were 2ccoſted 
with the claſhing of ſwords, ani ſeve- 
ral heated expreſſions uttered in the 
Portugue e language; and particular- 
ly one voice cried, © Villains, though 
* opprefied with numbers, you will 


find me no eaſy conqueſt! From a 


certain generous propenſity in my na- 
ture, I drew my ſwerd, and haſtened 
to the ſuccour of this unknov.n per- 
ſon, and, by the glimmer ng twilight, 
could perceive he was aſſaulted by fix 
others, who had ſurrounded him; upon 
which I cried, in the fame language, 
Courage, Sir; I believe your cauſe 
is good by the multitude ot jour aſ- 
a 2 anon fortune has ſent you an aſ- 
© ſiſtant, who, perhaps, may turn the 
© ſcale on your ſide; and, f ſaying, 
I beſtirred myſelf in à manner that 
made our antagoniſts think it was time 
to act with more caution than hey had 
hitherto done: but villains are always 
cowards; and after giving my com- 
panion a wound, that laid hinten che 

round, and running me through the 
3 one of hem dropping, and 
the reſt having received ſeveral hurts, 
they ſcoured away, and left us 9 ters 
By this came 
the garriſon had been alzrmed, and a 
ſtrong party, with an officer at the head 
of it, lent to quell any diſorder that 


might have ariſen; they found me 


railing the unknown gentleman, who 
ad received ſeveral wounds; and, 
when they had looked in the dead man's 
face, they knew him to be one of thoie 
execrable raſcals, that for hire will un- 
dertake to rid a man of his enemy, by 
ſtabbing him or ſlicoting him privately, 
or attacking him with numbers; a prac- 
tice more common amongſt the Portu- 
gueſe than even with the Spaniards and 
Italians; nay, thoſe fellows pretend 
to ſo much honour in their way, that, 
if the employer happens to relent, they 
ſurely ſacrifice him, if he gives notice 
to his antagoniſt to avoid the ny 
: 2 
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be has planted for him, When the 
officer had received my account of the 
affair, he very civilly defired me to at- 
tend him to the governor, who was 
making merry at an Engliſh mer- 
chant's, who teſtified ſo much in my 
fayour, that we were ſet at liberty, and 
à proclamation iſſued to take the reſt 
* the perſons concerned in this vile 
attempt. The gentleman I had re- 
lieved, could ſcarcely walk; but, un- 
derſtanding he quartered at Don Hen- 
riques de Guzman's, the officer and 
myſelf accompanied him there, where 
we received the thanks of that gentle- 
man, and a fine young lady, his 


affected with the misfortune that had 
happened to their friend. In the hur- 


into, I had not regarded him attentive- 
ly; but, hearing him thank me very 
gratefully in the Engliſh language, 
e the tone and manner of his 
expreſſion revived ſomewhat in m 

memory, that had been very faithfully 
recorded there; and how pleafingly 
ſurprized was I, when, aſking the 
name of his preſerver, after telling him 
it was Thompſon, weak as he was, he 
gave a tranſporting cry, and ſaid, 
Ves, it is he! it could be no body 
© elſe but him that ſaved me. Ah, 
my dear friend !—and yet it cannot 
© be he—it muſt—it is—and he has 
« quite forgotten his faithful Archer!” 
At that name, I plainly perceived it 
to be that young gentleman I had ſo 
dearly valued, and who was fo altered, 
it was impoſſible for me elſe to have 
recollected him. Though now plain, 
it was ſtill myſterious; and, taking 
him in my arms, our congratulations 
were ſo affecting and tender, as melt- 
ed all the ſtanders-by; in ſhort, we 
were moved ourſelves, and all the lit- 


cd at once into our minds, and cauſed 
an inexpreſſible gladneſs to play about 
our hearts. Don Henriques, and the 
reſt of us, could hardly perſuade him 
to go to bed, and have his wounds dreſ- 
ſed, which we found were not dan- 
gerous; and, as to mine, it appeared 
o ſlight a matter, that I would have 
ſat up all night with my friend ; but 
that the ſurgeon would by no means 
permit, for already our interview had 
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daughter, who both ſeemed mightily. 


ry and confuſion this affair had put me 


tle ſcenes of boyiſh affection, and the 
tranſactions of our juvenile years, ruſh- 
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occaſioned a fever in him, which he 
was very apprehenſive of the conſe- 
quences of; ſo returning thanks to the 
gentleman and his family, I departed 
to my lodging, promiling Archer 
that I would ſee him betimes in the 
morning. | ; 
I informed Mr. Saris of my good 
fortune, in having ſaved the life of a 
man I fo much loved, and whom I had 
not ſeen for ſo many years, I could 
perceive Mr. Archer was altered very 
much for the better, and had all the 
gentleman about him; together with 
the roughneſs of an Engliſhman, there 
was mingled the ſoft air and look of 
the Portugueſe, which had a very good 
effect upon the ſpectator; but what I 
valued him much for was to ſee, that 


he carried the fame honeſt friendly 
heart in his bofom, that he had done 


when we roved the fields of ſcience, 
under the endearing care of my father. 
J carried Mr, Saris with me to ſee 
him, and he was fo well recovered, 
that he was able to diſcourſe; and we 
renewed again all thoſe teſtimonies of 


affection, ſo natural where there is an 


eſtabliſhed regard between two perſons; 
and, he being able to bear it, at his 
defire I gave him an account of all my 
tranſactions and adventures from the 
time of our ſeparation till now, part 
of which he had received by letter from 
his father, who he informed me, much 
to my joy, was alive and well, with 
Mr. Sharpley the elder; but, as to 
tony, Sharpley, he had not heard of 
im for ſome time, near a twelve- 
month. e condoled with me like a 


man that loved me on my diſaſters, 


and congratulated me on my ſucceed- 
ing good fortune, with an unfeigned 
ſatisfaction. Upon enquiring after his 
affairs, I found they had not been in- 
terſperſed with any very extraordinary 


_ accidents; but that, in a ſettled courſe 


of traffick, he had made himſelf maſter 
of a pretty fortune; that the ſcene of 
his buſineſs had not been ſolely con- 
fined to Oporto; that he had frequent- 
ly reſided at Liſbon, from whence he 
had now brought a cargo to Madeira, 
which having diſpoſed of to great ad. 
vantage, he Pad a thought of taking 
paſſage with us for Holland, from 
whence he would provide himſelf with 
another cargo to Oporto: his letters 
from England were of much later _ 
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than any of mine, and from them I 

learnt my father and all our friends 
| 


were we 
Archer propoſed to viſit us in about a 
twelvemonth, and, if things went to 
his mind, to ſettle in London. I was 
charmed at his propoſal of going with 
us to Holland, and aſſured him he 
ſhould want no accommodations, if I 
myſelf was forced even to ſwing in a 
hammock. Mr. Archer's life hitherto 
had been one uniform plan, wherein 
the merchant had always the upper 
hand; and, in the confideration of 
riſing in his profeſſion, all the ſtarts 


and paſſions of the ſoul were centered; 
indeed, no man ſeemed better cut out 


for trade, having all the admired prin- 
ciples of that ſet of men. As he had 
not mentioned a word of love in his 


whole ſtory, I could not imagine how 


he came to be attacked by the bravoes, 
thoſe aſſaults being commonly the re- 


ſult of ſome amour; and therefore I 
made fo free as to aſk him, if he Knew 


the meaning of his being. ſet upon by 
them. He told me, he gueſſed ſome- 
what of the matter; and that his being 
careſſed by Don Henriques, and his 


amiable daughter, had raiſed the hatred 


of Don Juan de. Carvalho, a noble 
Portugueſe, who had pretenſions to 


Her; and, love and jealouſy being al- 


molt always united in the Portugueſe, 
that he had thus contrived to take him 


off. We entered into a diſcourle of 


the baſe principles that animate this 
nation, and from thence. into another 


on duelling, which is ſo common in 


other countries; and Mr. Saris ob- 
ſerved, that the method of taking an 


enemy off in this manner, with the 
_ gloomy revengeful Portugueſe, allow- 
mg for the different notions of things, 
that different people or nations have, 
was equally honourable when conſider- 


ed in this light, that the ſingle com- 


batant, as well as the aſſaſſinator, 


thinks nothing can retrieve his honour 
but ſpilling the blood of his. antago- 
Indeed, the generous Engliſh- 
man, and the Frenchman, oppoſes, his 


man ſingly, and face to face; but the 


ſame. principles inſpire his breaſt as do 
thoſe of an Italian, when he ſtabs you 
behind with his ſtilletto; for they.pur- 


: ſue the ſame ends, but by different 
' Touts, 


If any thing, the practice of 
the Engliſh and French is more abſurd; 


in Yorkſhire, where Mr. 
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for to have received an injury, and, 
at the ſame time, to putit in the power 
of your enemy to take your life, is 
either confounding right and wrong, 
or is depending upon the aſſiſtance of 
a Being in the combat, who has de. 
clared, he that ſheds man's blood, þ 


man ſhall his blood be ſhed. Pity it 4 


that the utmoſt contempt does not ſuc. 


ceed ſuch encounters to both parties, 
and that, by a publick brand, they 
were not ſeparated from ſociety, as 
aliens and ſtrangers to thoſe amiable 
propenſities of human nature, mercy 
and forgiveneſs of injuries. | 

Captain Beeckman conſenting at our 
requeſt to Mr. Archer's taking paſſage 


with him, we accommodated him 28 


well as we could; and being quite re- 
covered, and ſectling his affairs, ſo as 
to find them as he wiſhed, when he ſaw 
his correſpondent at Liſbon, we took 
leave of all friends and acquaintance; 
and, weighing, ſtood for the north- 
eaſt, and were ſoon out of ſight of the 
iſland, running afore the wind with a 
fine gale, which gave us hopes of ſoon 
concluding our tedious yoyage. Fair 
and ſerene weather continued during 
the remainder of our paſſage, which, 
being at the mott pleaſant ſeaſon of the 
year, yielded us a great deal of fatis- 
faction; and ſure no one can deſcribe 
the many ſtarts and motions of joy 
that filled my. heart, in approaching 
Europe's happy ſeats, after ſo long an 
abſence; nay, the ſame gladneſs ſhone 
in the eyes of the meaneſt of our crew; 
and even Mr. Saris, though oppreſſed 


with a black and deadly melancholy, 


ſeemed inſpired with pleaſure, It is 
Providence, it is Heaven itſelf, who 
has placed in our breaſts, that inclina- 
tion to our native country, that directs 
and ſtimulates us in all our actions; 
that amiable propenſity to deſire and 


long to behold and enjoy the happinels 


of living, of dying, where we were 
firſt kindled into life, and firſt became 
members of ſociety! Even the froze 

Laplander, and the ſun-hurnt Hotten- 
tot, have the ſame ſentiments; and de- 


prived of their native, though comfort- 


leſs ſkies, are greatly unhappy, and, 
pining, feel the moſt pungent ſorrow. 
We came to anchor in that famous 
river, on which is icated the ever- 
renowned mart Amfterdam; and 1 
thought, for a long time, my curioſity 
| could 
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tould never be ſatisfied, in viewing all 
the wonders of that. great metropolis, 
not only of the United Provinces, but, 
I may ſay, alſo of the whole trading 
world; and my two companions, who 
were alſo before ſtrangers to the place 
and country, were as eager, as myſelf, 
to gratify themſelves in inſpecting the 
laws and cuſtoms of this wiſe and 


great people. 


MR. SARIS DEPARTS FOR IRELAND 
ARCHER TAKES LEAVE OP 
Men AND EMBARKS FOR 
OPORTO—HE DISPOSES OF HIS 
DIAMOND TO GREAT ADVAN- 
TAGE — VISITS ROTTERDAM, 
AND OTHER PLACES—EMBARKS 
IN THE SALI3BURY, MfKENZIE, 
FOR LONDON—THEY ARE TAKEN 
BV THE FRENCH. | 


R. Saris having found an oppor- 
tunity to go to Ireland by a ſhip 
bound to Cork, laid hold of it, and, 
after taking the moſt tender leave of 
each other, and promiſing to keep up 
an epiſtolary correſpondence, embark- 
ed for that place, leaving it to my care 
to remit him the effects he had in Tru- 
man's hands, when I got to England, 
where I would have perſuaded him to 
accompany me; but he was very eager 
to ſee his ſon, and therefore I could 
not poſſibly expect that gratification. 
Soon after his departure, Mr. Archer, 
having compleated a valuable cargo 


for Portugal, alſo took his leave of 


me, intruſting to my care letters to his 
father, to mine, and my mother, and 
Mr. Sharpley the elder. I parted with 
him with great regret, and his re- 
luctance to ſeparate was almoſt as 
great as mine; but we comforted each 


other, in the conſideration, that, in_ 


about a twelvemonth, he would be 
able to compleat all his affairs abroad, 
and return to England. | 

I applied to ſeveral eminent jewel- 
lers to diſpoſe of my large diamond, 
which I was now reſolved to turn into 
money, in order to remit it to Eng- 
land; but ſome through ignorance, and 
others through knavery, put ſo low a 


| price upon it, that I was reſolved not 


to diſpoſe of it here at all: however, 


at laſt I happened, at a ceffee-houſe 


could in my maſt ſan 
deſired, and immediately procured 
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adjoining to the Stadt-houſe, to men- 
tion it to Mr. Levy, a noted Jewiſh 


broker, who was in raptures at the. 


ſight of it, and undertook to get me a 
cuſtomer; which he accordingly did in 
the Prince of Darmſtadt, whoſe agent 
paid me down to the amount of 22,000]. 


which was more than ever I expected; 


and I thought myſelf ſo obliged to the 


fidelity and addreſs of Levy, that 1 


inſiſted upon his accepting 200 florins, 
beſides what was uſual for commiſſion; 
and thus I found myſelf richer than I 


bills payable at London, which I ſent 
by the packet to Mr. Diaper, reſerving 
_ about 5ool. to carry me home, 
and for ſuch other matters as might 
occur. I naw made the tour of the 
provinces, and ſaw the moſt conſider- 
able places in the dominions of the Re- 
publick, and at length went to Rotter- 
dam, with 2 view to get a paſſage in 
ſome ſhip for England, and found the 
Saliſbury, Captain M*Kenzie, ready 
to ſail; with whom agreeing, I em- 


barked with him, and in three or four 


days afterwards failed for that country 


my ſoul now longed after, though it 
revived in my mind a thouſand ideas, 


that gave me pain inexpreſſible. 
Captain M'Kenzie's ſhip was a very 
ſtout one, and well manned; ſo, not- 


withſtanding privateers ſwarmed in the 


Channel and North Seas, he was re- 
ſolved not to wait for convoy, but make 
the beſt of his way alone, and accord- 
ingly we failed with a favourable wind; 
but, abreaſt of the North Foreland, 
we were chaced by a privateer under 
French colours, who, though we croud- 
ed all the ſail we could, wronged us 


greatly, and ſoon came up with us. 


She was a large ſhip, full of guns and 
men; however, M'Kenzie reſolved to 
do all he could to ſave himſelf, and, 
edging down upon her, gave her a 


broadſide, which raked her fore and 


aft, and damaged her rigging: our 


ſalute was returned by the like com- 


pliment, and all their tops being man- 
ned with marines, with ſmall arms, 
who diſcharged at the ſame time, we 
had a number of our men killed and 
wounded; and Captain M'Kengie be- 


ing ſhot through the head, his mate 
diſabled, and all things in confuſion, 


it was thought high time to ſtrike to 
the enemy, who {ent their boat on 
ö board 


ine hopes have 


Done 
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of hands behind them, took me and 
two or three other paſſengers with them 
to appear before their captain, whoſe 
name was Le Serre, and the privateer's 


the Terrible, Leere e, to Havre de 


Grace. He behaved with an extremity 


of politeneſs, returned us our ſwords, 
made us dine with him, and forbad his 


men to ſtrip any of the priſoners, to 
whom he acted with great generoſity 
and ienderneſs. He found his prize a 
very good one; which, perhaps, not a 
little contributed: to his pleaſant tem- 
per, for we were laden with a very va- 
Fuable cargo. My loſs was very trifling, 
conſiſting principally of what money IL 
had about me; and Le Serre very much 


diſtinguiſhed me, and ſeemed greatly 
pleaſed with my converſation. And 
thus I found myſelf in the condition 


of a captive, though it did not give me 
much pain, as there had, I underſtood, 


been a cartel ſettled between the two 


nations for the exchange of prifoners : 
nay, I was not a little pleaſed that I 


ſhould have an opportunity to ſee 


France, which I had a long time de- 
fired, | | 


CHAP. Xx. 


HE SETS OUT FOR PARIS—HE RE- 

LIEVES AN ENGLISH OFFICER IN 
DISTRESS—FINDS HIM TO BE AN 
OLD FRIEND — THEY SATISFY 
ONE ANOTHER IN THE RELATION 
OF THEIR ADVENTURES—THEY 
VISIT VERSAILLES — THE OFFI- 
+ CER FALLS IN LOVE WITH A LA- 
DY THEY MEET IN THE GAR- 
DENS. | 


HATING diſpoſed of matters in 


: the prize, and on board the Ter- 
rible, the captain carried us into Dun- 


kirk, where our men were put into the 


priſon ; but, as to myſelf and the reſt 


of the paſſengers, we had liberty, up- 
on our parole, to walk in the town; 


fo that we did not go near the works, 


Which they are very cautious leſt any 
ſtranger ſhould inſpect. We had a houſe 
afligned us to lodge in, and from 


thence, when a little ſettled, T wrote 
to my father, Truman, and other 
friends in England, to whom I had 
alſo before wrote from Rotterdam, ac- 


quainting them with the misfortune 


I 
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board of 'us; and, leaving a number 


of them a ſum of money; and, — 


that had happened to me, and lettin 

them know that I had drawn a bill for 
two hundred pounds, payable on fight 
to Monſieur Varillon, or his order, ir. 
London. I received an anſwer in about 
a month, in which, after condoling 
with me on my miſhap, they informed 
me that Truman, with my effects, had 
arrived ſafe in England, and that they 
had diſpoſed every thing for my bene- 
fit; that the bills I ſent from Holland 


| -had been paid, and that all my friends 


were in health, and longed for nothing 
ſo much as to ſee me; and Mr. Good. 
will had got letters from a great man 
to the miniſter of the marine in France, 
by which he did not doubt they ſhould 


hear 1 was immediately releaſed ; and 


this way they the rather took, as no 
cartel ſhip would ſail to France for 
ſome time, - My mother's letter was 
full of tenderneſs, and all that affec. 
tion and- regard ſhe preſerved in her 
breaſt for her ſon, of which I had had 
ſo many and ſo great inſtances. One 
thing gave me a high ſatisfactjon, 


vrhich was, that I received a letter 


from my friend Diaper, who had ſafely 
arrived in England, and only waited 


my coming home to celebrate his nup- 


tials with his deareſt Miſs Bellair. In 


about ten days after I had the pleaſure 


of receiving theſe letters, which {et 


my heart at reſt, an order came to the 


overnor of Dunkirk to releaſe an 
Engliſh gentleman, whoſe name was 
Thompſon, and to ſuffer him to depart 
to whatever place his inclination led 
him; and accordingly I was ſent for 
by him, and acquainted with the news, 
I returned him my thanks in the beſt 
manner I could, and he ftaid me to 
dine with him; and I wrote a letter of 
acknowledgment to the miniſter, and 
hoped I ſhould be permitted to thank 
him in perſon at my arrival in Paris, 
where I propoſed to do myſelf the 
honour to go as ſoon as I had ſettled 
my affairs at Dunkirk. This I had 
no ſooner done, and received remit- 


tances from London, than I reſolved 


to ſet out for Paris; but, before I 
went, thought I could not leave Dun- 
kirk, with ſatisfaction to my mind, 
unleſs I endeayoured to ſoften the ri- 
gours of my countrymen's confinement, 
who were now very numerous; and, 
accordingly, I went to the place of 
their durance, and beſtowed upon each 


0 


the uſe of the ps crew I was taken 
in, I left a conſiderable ſum in the 
hands of Mr, Poſtlethwaite, an Eng- 
liſh merchant reſiding at Dunkirk, 
with a defire that he would ifſue it 
out to them as he thought in his diſ- 


cretion they needed it. Dunkirk is 


not more formidable at preſent to this 
nation, by it's ſituation and the works 
that have been carried on there, than 


as it is the receptacle and aſylum of 


all the outlaws, bankrupts, and ſmug- 
glers, almoſt, that are forced to leave 
their native country for fear of puniſh- 
ment for their crimes and frauds; the 


latter particularly, who are conſtantly 
employed, in defiance of our laws, in 


making trips over to England with 
'upcuſtomed goods, are of the greateſt 
ſervice to the French, by the early in- 


telligence they give their merchants of 


the men of war and privateers that ſail 
from our ports, with their deſtination, 
by which they are able to ſteer ſuch 
courſes as they may avoid the danger 
of being made prize of; ſo that no 


ſet of people meet with more counte- 


nance here, or are more encouraged 


by the governors of all their ſea- port 


towns. | 5 

I hired a proper conveyance, and ſet 
out by way of Graveline to Calais, and 
from thence took paſſage in the coach 
for Paris. Our company conſiſted of 
three or four French officers and a Do- 
minican, who was going to that me- 
tropolis, having procured a chaplain- 
ſhip to a perſon of diſtinction, there; 
Nothing could be more entertaining 
than this company, and the uſual po- 
liteneſs of the French nation made 
our journey infinitely agreeable. At 
Amiens one of our companions left 
us, whoſe place was ſupplied by an 


Engliſh gentleman, who ſeemed in per- 


ſon and temper formed to pleaſe. It 
is natural for one to be very curious in 
knowing the affairs that detain our 
countrymen in France at this time 
and in a free and genteel way he in- 
formed us, that he had been captain of 
the Spy, an Engliſh ſloop of war, 
which was, in purſuing a French pri- 
vateer too eagerly, run on ſhore upon 
the coaſt of France; where, after loſing 
their veſſel, they were obliged to ſeck 
for ſhelter in their long-boat, and were 
made priſoners of war; that his crew 
had been, with himſelf, exchanged, but 
having contracted a friendſhip with the 
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Sieur du Pleſſis, captain of the Amia- 
ble, a French ſhip of war, he had ac- 
corded to an invitation he made him to 
pay him a viſit at Paris. The reſt of 
this gentleman's diſcourſe gave me à 
very high idea of his good- ſenſe; and 
there was ſomewhat ſo ſweet ſeemingly 
in his difpoſition, that one could not 


avoid loving him. At Beauvais, (for 


we took- that road) this gentleman 
called me on one ſide, and, begging 
my pardon, deſired I would with pa- 
tience and candour hear him make a 


requeſt to me, which, from his Know- 


ledge, of his countrymen's generoſity, 
and from ſome things he had heard me 


advance in diſcourſe, he had great hopes 
I would freely grant him. In ſhort, 
Sir, I am unhappy enough to have 


* 


been robbed between Calais and 
Amiens, by two Iriſh ſol-liers, of all 
I had about me, ard I cannot pro- 
miſe myſelf to receive money for 
ſome weeks, even when I come to 
Paris. At preſent I have only one 
livre about me, and am unable ta 


but, if you can have ſo much con- 
© fidence in me as to lend me a few 


livres, you may depend upon it I will 


* molt faithfully repay you again.“ 
I took him by the hand, and told him 
he obliged me by his requeſt; and 
feeling in my purſe, drew forth half 
the contents, and put it into his hands, 
amounting to ſome louis d'ors. He 
ſtood ſilent for ſome time, and then 


advancing, catched me eagerly in his 
arms, and could not find words to ex- 


preſs his acknowledgments; at length 
he cried, © Would to God, Sir, I may 


© merit your friendſhip; for I already 


c feel I ſhall be unhappy, if I am not 


© eſteemed by you; and, perhaps, Sir, 
you may one time or other think it 


© no diſgrace to be known by Sharp- 
$ ley.'*—* Sharpley!' I replied, with 
a remarkable alteration of voice and 
countenance, it cannot be: pray, dear 


Sir, what countryman are you? If 


© of Yorkſhire, as my heart ſeems to 


© tell me, I ſhall count myſelf hap- 


© py.*—*< I am, Sir; I am of that 
© county,” he rejoined, with precipi- 
tation; but, dear Sir, are you ac- 
6 quainted with that name and fa- 
© mily?*—* I am not only acquainted, 
© Sir, but love them all as well as I 
© do myſelf, and am ſurprized at my 
« dulneſs that I could not diſcover my 
8 K dear 
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pay my reckoning and coach hire; 
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dear friend before? Come to my arms, 
and partake of all that is mine; for 
,our ancient tie of friendſhip en- 
titles you to it.—Is it poſſible you 
| ſhould not remember Thompſon ?*'— 
© Thompſon !? he cried. —* What! 
« Yes—my dear Joey !—Tt is he him- 
© ſelf, and that accounts for the im- 
e pulſes I felt in his favout!! We 
embraced, and I believe no one ever 
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was witneſs to ſo much mutual love 


and tenderneſs between two friends : 
we were never tired with gazing at each 


other; and this unexpected meeting in 
à foreign 8 in ſuch circum- 


ſtances, gave a flow of pleaſpre and 


ſatisfaction that expreſſion is too faint 
to deſcribe. There was ſomewhat in 
Sharpley more like myſelf than in Ar- 


cher; he was a more generous, open 
ſoul, his ſcene of life had been as much 


varied as my own, and he had all that 


native freedom and generoſity in his 
breaſt and actions that cannot fail of 


raiſing love and efteem. We even 


wept on both ſides, and quite forgot that 
we were going to Paris, had not the 
driver of the voiture awakened us from 


our tranſports, by telling us it was 


time to prepare for going. The reſt 
of our journey was full of the increaſed 


pleaſure ariſing from the company of 


ſuch a friend, and we arrived ſafely at 
Paris, where Sharpley inſiſted on my 
accompanying him to the houſe of 
Monſieur du Pleſſis, where that gentle- 
man, in the politeſt manner, begged us 
to make it our own whilſt we ſtaid. 


It was in the ſtreet of St. Honore; and 


himſelf and his family were ſuch en- 
gaging people, that I thought _ 
quite happy in their ſociety; and, as 
to Sharpley, he was treated by Du 
Pleſſis more like a brother than an ac- 


quaintance. He had received ſome 
wounds in an encounter with an Eng- 


lith ſhip of war, and had obtained 
leave, for his bravery, to ſpend ſome 


months with his family in this city, 
where the beſt and 3 company 
daily reſorted to ſee him. When we 
were a little ſettled, I called my friend 
on one ſide, and told him, as he ex- 


ected no remittance from his agent 
Fr ſome time, I begged he would make 
free with my purſe, and let us ſhare 
it; that, as to my part, I was ſo ſitu- 


ated, that I could have money enough 


of any banker in Pafis, and therefo 


inſiſted pon it that he ſhould deal with 
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it as his own, without reſerve, He 
thanked me in the warmeſt manner, 
and we immediately ſhared what I had 
remaining about me, and began to live 
m common with that openneſs that 
diſtinguiſhes friends and gentlemen 
from the avaricious and penurious 
creatures, that only* pretend to thoſe 
ſublime principles that we felt at the 
bottom of our hearts. 
Fail, holy friendſhip! that inſpires 
the boſom with generous warmth 
and harmony! that tunes the ſoul to 
notes of higheſt concord, and com- 
penſates for all the ills of life + Born 
with this principle towards each 
other, this kind, this heavenly mg. 
tion to mutual love, and ſoft bene. 
volence, nothing but Paſſion's fel], 
deteſted reign, and baneful vice in 
her maligneſt progreſs, can break 
the native tie that knits mankind to. 
gether! A tie as neceſſary to ſocieties 
as it is to individuals! It leſſens 
loads of woe, with aching ſympathy 
and tendereſt compaſſion; and joy, 
which loves to be communicated, in- 
creaſes more and more, whenever it 
finds partakers in it's tranſports. 
The wretch, all gloom, who has not, 
does not, feel thy influence, lives a 
moſt jealous, moſt ſuſpicious crea- 
ture: forlorn, he ſtalks about all 
comfortleſs, and knows he wants the 
friendly aid, the powerful aſſiſtance, 


to ward each fatal blow that threatens 


© deſtruction to his peace and quiet! 
© Oh! may I never live devoid of thee! 
© Benign and lovely ſweetener of my 
© life, dear conſolation to the troubled 

© breaſt !? | | 
When we found a proper opportu- 
nity, according to my friend's earneſt 
yr I gave him an account of all 
the accidents that had befallen me 
ſince he firſt went to ſea, at which he 
expreſſed the utmoſt ſurprize; and 
when I related the death of my Louiſa, 
and my deſpair and diſtraction after 
that melancholy occurrence, he could 
not refrain tears, which plentifully 
trickled down his cheeks, and teſtified 
more than any thing the affection he 
bore me. He then gratified me with 
an account of his own adventures, 
which principally confiſted of ſea voy- 
ages, and affairs, and deſcriptions of 
ſuch places in the ſeveral parts of the 
world as he had viſited. He had wrote 
to his father ſince his being taken pri- 
| ſoner, 


accounts how affairs ſtood at home, at 
which he was very much pleaſed, par- 
ticularly to hear that his father was 
well: he had not ſeen him ſince his 


firſt going to ſea, nor had been in Eng- 


land but once, when he was fitted out 
for a cruize in the Spy, and they had 
then only an opportunity to receive 
one letter from each other. He had 
taken ſome prizes, which had turned 
to a good account, as his agent on 
Tower Hill had informed him; ſo 
that, excluſive of his pay, he was ma- 
ſter of a comfortable ſum of money; 
and had endured ſuch a number of 
fatigues in the ſervice, that, though 


he had an entire affe&ion for his king 


and country's intereſt, he longed for 
nothing more than to retire into Vork- 
ſnire, and there enjoy ſome years of 


quiet; and for that purpoſe was re- 
ſolved to return with me, after ſeeing 


what was worthy a curious obſervation 
in France. I was charmed to hear his 
inclination, and, embracing him, told 
him that his intereſt ſhould be. ever 
mine; and that, as to money, he never 
need want it, whilſt J had any in my 


_ Poſſeſſion. He received this declaration 


with ſo viſible an emotion, and fo 
many acknowledgments, that I was 


obliged to inſiſt upon ceaſing the diſ- 


courſe, which with ſome difficulty I 
brought him to do; for Sharpley's ſea- 
faring life had not robbed him of his 
natural eloquence, and I found thoſe 
rudiments of ſcience, and thoſe great 
and noble principles he had received 
from his worthy tutor and mine, were 
rather enforced and ſtrengthened by 
the obſervations he had made, than 
weakened by a life of turmoil, noiſe, 
and hurry, accompanied with the uſual 
dangers that fall to the lot of gentle- 
men of his profeſſion ; and, indeed, 
it is the misfortune of moſt of the 
officers of the navy, that they are ſent 
very young to ſea, before they have 
made that progreſs in learning that 
would poliſh and brighten their future 
conduct; and the ſages of the ſea may 
ſay what they will, but ſo early an ini- 


| tiation is no more neceſlary in that art 


than in the ſcience of the army, where 
you ever find the fineſt and moſt polite 
gentlemen, and the ſmalleſt number 


of brutes. It was no wonder at all 
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ſoner, but had received no anſwer; ſo 
that he was obliged to me for the lateſt 


that we did not immediately know one 
another; for Sharpley, when a lad, 
was thin and ſpare, and of a very fair 
complexion ; but now he had increaſed 
in bulk greatly, though it had not 
taken away from, but rather added to 
his gentility, and was of a ſwarthy 
complexion, which, together with the 
difference a modiſh drefs and a wig oc- 
caſioned, very well might conceal him. 
I think I never ſaw a man, who look- 
ed more like a perſon of diſtinftion 
and importance, and his very look and 
action beſpoke the good opinion of all 
that beheld him. As to my part, I 
was grown very thin, and was of as 
black an hue as a Mullatto, from the 
intenſe heat of the climate I came from. 
I had alſo loft my hair, and wore a pe- 
ruke, and the richneſs of my habit 
might, with all this, very much diſ- 
guiſe young Yorkſhirez and I had 
contracted ſuch a careleſs way of 
wearing my apparel, in which I uſed 
to be remarkably neat, ever ſince the 
loſs of my dear, my much-lamented 
Louiſa, that I could not but ſeem. a 
quite different creature, even to thoſe 
who had ſeen me ſince Mr. Sharpley. 

Mr. Du Pleſſis was fo kind, with 


Monſ. De Baſſompiere, his nephew, 


and ſome other French gentlemen, to 
carry us to all the publick diverſions 
and places in Paris; the Theatre, the 
French and Italian Opera; and, by 
the favour of the Cha 16 of Hou- 
daincourt, a particular friend of his, 
we had the honour to be introduced to 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's preſence, 
to ſee him dance at a ball, and dine, ſe- 
veral times, with the royal family: we 


were alſo preſent when his majeſty 


killed a wild boar, with his own hand, 
in the wood of Soignies. We viſited 


Fontainbleau, Marli, and all the re- 


markable palaces of the nobility and 
gentry thereabout; and were alſo, once 
or twice, on a party of pleaſure at St. 
Dennis, and other publick places of 
reſort; nor could help admiring that 
ſweetneſs and politeſſe that make the 
inhabitants of this country ſo me 
agreeable to foreigners. One obje 
ſtill remained, which I was reſolved we 
would thoroughly feaſt our ſenſes up- 
on, before we left France, which was, 
the ſtately palace of Verſailles, and 
it's admired gardens and proſpects; 
and, ſeveral of our ne friends deter- 
mining 
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mining to accompany us there, we ſet 
out, in the marquis's coach, for that 


delightful place. 


We were three or four days in view- 
ing this magnificent palace; and were 
fo loſt in a held of wonders, that it was 
with regret we thought of leaving the 
charming ſpot. Sure nothing in the 
world can equal the beauties that every 


| where around delight the eye, and ex- 


® 


alt the mind! The ſuperb apartments, 
Qecked with all that art and ſcience 
can furniſh; and the ſpacious gardens, 


in a thoufand varieties, ſeem the fa- 
Fourite retreat of all the rural deities. 


Flora has here beſtowed her choiceſt 
graces; and the Dryads ſport in every 

byrinth and grove of this immortal 
monument of the glory of Lewis XIV. 
who certainly went, amidſt a thirft of 
empire, the only way to deſerve the 
name of great, by becoming the pa- 
tron of all the diſtinguiſhed and learn- 
ed in every profeſſion; and, like Au- 
guſtus, cheriſhed thoſe artiſts that were 
fure to make him live for ever. Here 
he laid, more than by his conqueſts, 
the foundation of an univerſal empire; 
and, if any thing contributes, ſome 
time or other; to give his country that 
diſtinction, it will proceed from their 
cultivating wiſdom, diſcipline, and li- 
beral arts; and, thereby procuring a 
reſpect, eſteem, and veneration, from 


all nations, who now, in general, act 


by her maxims, ſpeak her language, 
and imbibe all the politeneſs and gen- 
tility, ſo natural to her. In ſhort, ſhe 
fits ſupreme in literature; and gives 
ker Jaws with ſo much amiable ſweet- 
neſs, that the whole world yields ready 
and willing homage. | 


Wie were taking our laſt view of 


this pride of France, when, walking 
through one of the alleys, we met two 
Jadies, one of them maſqued, who, at 
eur approach, would have directed 
their ſteps another way; but, ſeeing 


them under ſome embarraſſment, we 


would have retired; and I faid to 
Sharpley, * Let us, Sir, turn down 
4 the next walk;* when the maſqued 


lady exclaimed, Good God! what 


do I fee?” and fainted in the arms of 
her companion. The ſweetneſs of 


the voice attracted all ears but mine, 


who had been deaf ſo long, and blind 
to all female perfection; fo I kept on 
my way with Mr. Du Pleſſis, while 
Sharpley, the marquis, and Baſſom- 
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piere, flew to the aſſiſtance of the fa- 
dies. The fainting fair-one had juſt 
come to herſelf, and handſomely re. 

turned thanks for their kind inten- 
tions; but ſeemed to-caſt her eyes on 
every fide, as if to ſeek ſomewhat ſhe 
wanted; and heaving a repining ſigh, 
when ſhe could not diſcover it. The 


other lady enforced her compliments, 


and would have withdrawn; but the 


marquis enquired of a footman, who 
attended them, if they had any conve- 


nience waiting to carry them home; 
which he anſwering in the negative, 
inſiſted upon their accepting his coach, 
and Sharpley offered his ſervice to at- 
tend an them; which, after ſome deni- 
als, they, with ſeeming reluctance, ac- 
cepted: and, ordering the coachman to 
drive to St. Clou, left them, full of ad- 
miration at their uncommon beauty. 
We went to Paris that evening, in a 
coach we borrowed of the Marchioneſs 
de Geſveres, where we found Mr. 
Sharpley had juſt arrived before us. 
He appeared ſo grave, and ſo much 
upon the reſerve, that he was bantered 
by the whole company, who told him 
his civility to the unknown ladies had 
loſt him his heart. He ſmiled, and 
made an evaſive anſwer, which only 


confirmed us in the truth of our obſer- 


vation. When we went to reſt, he 
made an excuſe to viſit me in my apart- 


ment, and then told me he feared he 


was a miſerable creature, if he could 
not gain the attention of one of the 
ladies he had conveyed home to his ad- 
dreſſes. My friend, he cried, in 
rapture, © never was ſo finiſhed a piece 
in the creation, as this lovely crea- 
© ture! and the beauties of her mind 
far excel thoſe of her perſon : be- 
ſides, ſhe is ſo inartfully merry and 
debonair, that ſhe exactly ſuits my 
temper, and I cannot live without 
poſſeſſing her; lend me your aſſiſt- 
ance, dear Joey, and I'll be your 
ſlave the remainder of my life. The 
other is alſo a perfect beauty, but too 
melancholy and penſive for my diſ- 
poſition; and, if I judge 25 87 „has 
ſome great load of ſorrow at her 
heart, by her frequent fighing, and 
the involuntary tears that trickled 
now and then adown her lovely face: 
in ſhort, they are our countrywo- 
men; the one the daughter, and the 
other the niece, to an elderly lady, 
that has reſided ſome years in France. 
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© They keep little company, and have 
* done me the honour to give me a ge- 
© neral invitation to fee them at their 
© houſe at St. Clou, which is a large 
© and ſpacious edifice; and they live, 
in all reſpe&s, like perſons of the 
« firſt quality. Oh! how happy ſhould 
I be, could I obtain fo dear a com- 
© panion, to ſolace the future hours of 
my life! One thing ſurprized me, 
© which was, that the melancholy one, 


« who is the niece, enquired particu- 


© larly after the names of the gentle- 
© men ſhe ſaw us with at Verſailles ; 
© and, amongſt the reit, aſked who the 
« centleman in ſcarlet and gold was, 
© who left the walk, with the old one, 
© in complaiſance to them; and I had 
© no ſooner told them you was our 
© countryman, and that your name 
© was Thompſon, than ſhe fainted 
© away, and wept moſt piteouſly; and, 
© in that condition, was borne off to 
© bed; her couſin and aunt aſſuring 
© me they were accidents very frequent 
c with her, and that ſhe had been trou- 
© bled with ſuch fits from her infancy : 
© however, the diſcourſe was ſtill con- 
tinued; and my charmer particularly 
* enquired, if you was married, and 
« what part of the world you came 
e 

a 
i 
c 
c 
6 


from laſt, I ſatisfied their enqui- 


ries; and it is my opinion, (though 


I know it is what you neither like 
nor defire) that you have, at firſt 
ſight, ſmitten the niece, in a manner 


that I ſhould be rejoiced to melt her 


* couſin to, after years of Jongin: 
« ſervitude.* I congratulated Sharp- 
ley on his good fortune, and promiſed 
him, if I could any way ſerve him in 
his amour, I would; and, after mu- 
tually embracing one another, we part- 
ed and went to bed. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


SHARPLEY MAKES GREAT PRO- 
GRESS.IN HIS AMOUR—RECOM- 
MENDS A PAGE TO THOMPSON, 

Ar THE REQUEST OF SERENA 

EHE SETS OUT FOR THE MAR- 
QUIS DE HOUDAINCOURT'S SEAT 
IN NORMANDY—THEY ARE AT- 
TACKED BY BANDITTI—HIS LIFE 


SAVED BY HIS PAGE—THE STO 


RY OF THE MARQUIS, - AND 
TUE BEAUTIFUL MARGUERITE 


JOE THOMPSON, 
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 D'AULNAY=—THEY RELEASE HER 
FROM HER CONFINEMENT—SHE 
Is MARRIED TO THE MARQUIS. 


\ /T friend was now almoſt con- 
ſtantly at the feet of his miſ- 
treſs; and, though he could not pre- 
vail upon me to accompany him to her 
hotel, yet I heard, from time to time, 
from him, that he had reaſon to think 
himſelf a very happy man, and tlrat 
Serena, that was the name of his be- 
loved, made him all the returns that ſa 
faithful and tender a paſſion deſerved, 
I ſhould, had it been neceſſary to him, 
have made no difficulty of viſiting that 
lady and her family, as they often had 
requeſted, by him, that I would; but 
the account he gave me before, of the 
ſenſibility of the niece, deterred me. 
I had too much honour to trifle with a 
lady in fo important an affair as that 
which concerned, I preiumed, the hap- 
pineſs of her future life; and my re- 
ſolution was ſo honeſtly and firmly 
fixed, never to think of woman more, 
ſince the loſs of my Loviſa, that I 
would expoſe myſelf to no temptations 
from the faſcinating ſex. Theſe rea- 
ſons Sharpley could not help acknow- 
ledging were unanſwerable, and ceaſed 
to preſs me any more on that head. 
. One day he told me he had a propo- 
ſal to make to me, which he hoped, 


for his ſake, I-would not refuſe him: 


I told him I could not conceive any 
thing could be aſked of me, by him, 
that I ſhould have the leaſt pretence to 
refuſe. * Then I will tell you, my dear 
« friend,” he replied ; my Serena, to 
© whom I have frequently, from the 
© overflowings of my heart, given an 
© account of our mutual friendſhip, 
© and thoſe excellent qualities you poſ- 
© ſeſs, has enquired if you had any 
« faithful ſervant about you; .and, 
© upon my informing her, that neither 
© you, nor myſelf, had any other than 
two we had hired ſince we came to 
© Paris, who did not much ſuit our 
© diſpoſition, ſhe told me ſhe had the 
© ſon of an unfortunate officer to pro- 
© vide for, and would take it as the 
© kindeft favour I could confer upon 
© her, if I would endeavour to prevail 
© on you to take him into your ſer- 
© vice as a page; and I hope, dear 
© Joey, you will do me that favour; 
and, as the niece is out of town, 


that 
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© that you will farther wait on Serena, 
© and take him from her hand.“ I 
liked Mr. Sharpley's propoſal exceed- 
ing well, as I had no one about me 
that I could confide in; and promiſed 
next morning to wait on Serena, and 
accept the youth from hèr. Sharpley 
was all joy at my condeſcenſion, and 
took care that I ſhould not forget my 
appointment. We were received by 
that lady, who was extremely hand- 
ſome, and her mother, with the utmaſt 
reſpect; and how I cannot tell, but J 
Felt a pleaſure in converſing with them 
chat I thought I ſhould never again feel 
in any female company. They ſeem- 
end as natural to me as my own rela- 
tions would have been; and, after talk- 
ing over the merits and abilities of the 
youth I was going to take into my ſer- 
vice, and promiſing the kindeſt uſage, 
Tor her and her mother's ſake, he was 
called in, and appeared before us. The 
minute I caſt my eye upon him, I was 
prejudiced in his favour, He had a 
certain fweet ſoftneſs in his features 
and addreſs, that was very taking ; but 
what gave me ſtill a ſtronger liking to 
him, was, that, allowing for the diffe- 
rence of ſex, he was ſo exuctly the pic- 
ture of my poor Louiſa, that the 
of him produced ſuch agitations in me 
that I was almoſt ready to ſwoon; and 
J had reaſon to think he liked his ma- 
ſter alſo, at firſt view, for, ſeeing me in 
ſuch convulſions, he turned as pale as 
death, and his knees tottered under 
him. Good God!' I cried, © was 
© ever ſo near a reſemblance! Oh 
© Sharpley! it is the picture, the real 
© image of my Louiſa! which is ſo 
© ftrongly and laſtingly engraved in 
© my heart. —Alas, Madam!“ I conti- 
nued, turning to Serena, you are go- 
ing to give me eternal torment, by 
© recommending to me this young 
* e who will, every time I 
* 

© the greateſt loſs a man could ever 
< ſuffer.” Sharpley, and the two la- 
dies, could ſcarce refrain from tears, 
the reſt of my ſpeech was ſo moving; 
and as to Eſtampe, for that was the 
name of the young lad, he wept ſin- 
cerely, which ſtill added to my regard 
for him; and, notwithſtandin 
trouble it gave me to look on him, I 
reſolved to carry him home with me, 


which I did accordingly. 


hurt his health. 


ight 


ook upon him, put me in mind of 


the 


JoE THOMPSON, 


I gave him ſome leſſons, as to his 


conduct and future behaviour; and 


conceived ſo well of him, that J gave 
him immediate charge of al! my pa. 
pore, and every thing elſe that was ya. 
uable; ſuffered him to ft at table with 
me; and recommended him ſtrongly 
to the care of Madame du Pleſſis, and 
her family, whilſt I ſtaid at Paris; 
and, in ſhort, I grew ſo fond of him, 
that I could hardly bear him out of my 
fight. I appointed him an apartment 
to himſelf, as he profeſſed an averſion 
to lying with his own ſex, ard did 
every thing that I thought would be 
agreeable to him. On his fide, he 
ſhewed all the attachment to me J 
could wiſh for; he prevented all my 
wiſhes by his diligence; and when 
(for I concealed nothing from him) I 
uſed to lament my Louiſa, he ſympa- 
thized with me, in luch a manner, that 
I was fearful, ſometimes, it would 
He now and then 
waited on Serena and her mother, who 
returned me innumerable thanks for 
the favours I beſtowed, every day, up- 
on their Eſtampe, for ſo they uſed to 
call him; as they had, as they inform- 
ed me, bred him up from a child, 
He was very cautious and ſparing, 
when I deſired an acc at of himſelf 


and his family; contenting himſelf 


with telling me, that his father was an 
officer in the Swiſs Guards, who, dy- 
ing, left him, a ſiſter, and their mo- 
ther, in great diſtreſs, having been an 
extravagant and expenſive man; that 
Serena's mother had bred them up, 


through charity, and given him thoſe 


ſentiments of generoſity and gentility 
I had ſo much admired; that, as to his 
mother, ſhe had been dead near a 
twelvemonth, having ſubſiſted, to the 
hour of her death, on the bounty of 
the ſame good and benevolent family; 
and that he was in hopes he ſhould be 


able to recommend himſelf ſo to my 


favcur, that he ſhould never want 
another friend. I aſſured him he ne- 


ver ſhould, and that I eſteemed him 


rather as a brother than a ſeryant. 
About this time the Marquis de 
Houdaincourt gave me an invitation to 
ſpend ſome weeks with him at a ſeat 
he had in Normandy, and engaged Du 


Pleſſis and Baſſompicre to be of the 


party; and would have prevailed on 
Sharpley to go, but he was too deeply 
engage 
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engaged with Serena to leave her com- 
pany fo ſoon. We ſet out for that pro- 
vince, which I was the more deſirous 
of viewing, as 1t contained ſo many 
monuments of the bravery of our noble 
anceſtors, who here, in thouſands, loſt 
their lives, to preſerve poſſeſſions on 
the continent; which will always be 
detrimental to the nation, His houſe 
and eſtate lay near Elbeuf, in a plea- 
ſant country, watered by a branch of 
the Seine, and ſurrounded by other 
noblemen and gentlemen's eſtates and 
caſtles, .We were received with pecu- 
liar diſtinction, and made daily vifits 
to the cities and towns about it, gra- 
tifying our curiofity with every thing 
remarkable to be ſeen. The Normans 
are a brave, induſtrious, and honeſt 
people, who remember their former 
independency, and regret the loſs of 
it; retaining, ſtill, ſome cuſtoms and 
privileges that all the power of the 


court of France has not hitherto been 


able to deprive them of. In one of 
our excurſions, when only the marquis, 
myſelf, and Eſtampe, were going to 
Caen, we were attacked by three ban- 


ditti, at the edge of a foreit we had: 


juſt before paſſed through, who, with - 
out giving us, leaſt notice, fired upon 
us, but without doing us any damage, 
ſave frightening our horſes. Eitampe 
trembled every joint, whilſt the mar- 
quis and myſelf fired, each, one of 
our piſtols on the robbers, and brought 
one of them down, who thus paid for 
his raſhneſs with his life. The other 
two then fired upon us with their piſtols 
again, the balls whiſtling by our ears 
without doing execution; and, our 
horſes being pretty unruly, we dif- 
mounted, fired our other piſtols, flung 
them at their heads, and attack 2d them 
ſword in hand: the villains ſtood it 
well ; but fortune had nearly given us 
the victory, and we found but a faint 


reſiſtance, when another of the rogues, 


drawn hy the noiſe of firing, rode up 
to the aſſiſtance of his comrades, and 
attacked me behind, and would have 
clove me down the ſkull before I was 
aware; when my page gave a loud 
ſhriek, and, advancing, fired one of 
his piſtols at the new comer, which 


luckily ſent a ſhot through his brain 


and the others, ſeeing this, left their 
horſes, and made a retreat into the 
thickeſt of the foreſt, where it was in 
vain for us to purſue them, Poor 


JOE THOMPSON. 


© own intereſt.“ 


confuſion. 
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Eſtampe lay on the ground, and I was 
beginning to bewail his fate, when he 
roſe up and convinced us nothing but 
tear had caſt him upon his face, after 
he had ſo readily opened me a delive- 
rance, in the manner juſt recited, I 
did not expect much courage from ſuch 
a youth, and without reproaching him 
for the want of what is merely mecha- 
nical, and to be acquired by long prac- 
tice and cuſtom, I thought I could not 
diſpenſe with myſelf from ſhewing my 
gratitude by a multitude of careſſes, 
and by making him a preſent of my 
purſe, as an encouragement to him; 
and the marquis would have done the 
ſame; but how greatly were we ſur- 
prized, when he ſaid, Gentlemen, 
let me have the merit of having done 
© ſome ſervice to you and myſelf, with- 
out impeaching it by taking a re- 
ward for what was my duty and my 
We put our money 
up, and I began to perceive all that no- 
bility of heart in this youth, that 
would have adorned a more exalted 
ſtation, which ſtill more and more 
raiſcd my love and eſteem for him. 
We caught our horſes, and, mount— 
ing, went to the deſtined place, and 
from thence by another way returned 
home ſafely. I cannot here help mak - 
ing ſome reflections upon what the 


world generally calls courage and bra- 


very, which I believe in ſome few 
breaſts to be conſtitutional, or lowing 
from a particular quality of the blood 
and juices; but, in moſt, from a me- 
chanical acquired habit of reaſoning 
themſelves out of their fear, which 
may be ſaid to be natural: thus, a cer- 
tain great general would duck his head 
at the firſt diſcharge that was made on 
either ſide; but, recollecting himſelf, 
and ſtanding two or three fires, his rea- 
ſon got the better of his apprehenſion, 
and he boldly plunged into blood and 
If courage is then a prin- 
ciple or virtue to be acquired, can we 


blame a perſon who is deſtitute af it, 


if he has not had ſuch opportunities 
of learning it, as generally fall to the 
lot of a particular ſet of people; or, 
if the ſame noble, juices warm not his 
heart, as diſtend our own to fortitude 
and valour ? The country ot, at firſt, 
hears with terror the cannons roar, and 
the din of war; but uſe and cuſtom 
ſoon conquer his natural averfioa to 
thoſe ſhgcking ſcenes, and he ruſhes 
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into the battle with a thirſt of glory, 
and joins coolly in the ſack of towns, 
and the pillage of the poor inhabitants: 
but this let me inſiſt upon, that even 
the unthinking common ſoldier and 


ſailor, as well as the thinking officer, 
feel at firſt onſet a palpitation of heart, 


which the continuance of the fight, 
and the example of each other, ſon 
overcome. 


ing told us, that we ſhould not depart 
without firſt doing him a piece of ice, 
which he did not doubt of our aſſiſtance 
in, as it was to relieve oppreſſed and diſ- 
treſſed innocence; and immediately ac- 
counted for his requeſt in the following 
manner 


© It was about three years ago, that, 


at a publick aſſembly at Paris, I loſt 


my heart to one of the fineſt young 


ladies of this province, who was then 
with her father, who came to that 
city to ſollicit for a poſt in the go- 
vernment here. She was tall, re- 


markably well ſhaped, and her ſkin 


like alabaſter ; her majeſtick aſpect 
commanded reſpeR, at the fame time 


that her lovely eyes ſwam in heavenly 


moiſture, and her good-natured be- 


haviour encouraged the approach of 


her adorers, who were very nume- 
rous, and the beauties of her mind 
ſet off the graces of her perſon. I 
was ſo ſtruck with her charms, that 
I learnt her father's buſineſs at court, 
and, an opportunity ſerving, did him 


ſuch effectual ſervice with the mini- 
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Paris. I knew little of him in Nor- 


mandy, where the common report 


proclaimed him an avaricious, re- 
vengeful wretch, whoſe god was 
gain, and whoſe greateſt happineſs 
conſiſted in amaſſing riches. He had 
only this daughter Marguerite, and 
another named Bellimante, who was 
crooked, and otherwiſe deformed ; 
but more ſo in her mind than in her 
body, which made her the averſion 
in ſhort, ſhe was the very reverſe of 
her beautiful ſiſter. D*Avinay had 
married a ſecond wife about twenty 
years younger than himſelf, who was 
an intriguing, artful lady, and was 
in hopes by her management to get 


When we had been ſome 
time with the marquis, he one morn- 


of every one that approached her: 
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every penny at his death, which he 
was, through all the perils and dan- 
gers the Scripture warns us of, mak- 
ing himſelf maſter of by injuſtice, 
cruelty, and oppreſſion. I ſoon got 
the entire affection of the lovely Mar- 
guerite, without it's being perceived 
by any of the family; and we were 
quite happy in the proſpect that 
D*Aulnay could not refuſe his con- 
ſent to wy marrying b's daughter, 
as my rank and fortune were far ſu- 
perior to his; but, unluckily for 
us, Madame D*Aulnay caſt a fa- 
vourable eye upon me, and, quite 
inflamed with luſt, made a declara- 
tion in ſuch terms to me, as called 
up all the blood in my cheeks. I 
was ſo ſurprized, that I was unpre- 
pared for an anſwer ; but at length 
I recovered, and read her Jadyſhip 
ſuch a leſſon of conjugal duty, that 
the vowed revenge, and was ſoon 
after too much in a capacity to exe - 
cute it. I made a propoſal of mar- 
riage to him between his daughter 
and myſelf ; but Madame D'Aulnay 
had been beforehand with me, and 
repreſented to him, that I had made 
an attempt upon her honour, and 
deſired him. to forbid me the houſe; 
and therefore he received my propoſal 
with cutting diſdain, and never de- 
fired to ſee me more. I aſked him 
the reaſon of his ſurprizing conduct; 
but he refuſed any; upon which I 
roſe up, and in a great paſſion told 
him, which I own was imprudent, 
that I valued not a fortune, and, if 
his daughter would conſent, would 
ſoon releaſe her from his odious ty- 
ranny. His wife was ſoon informed of 
the affair, and now no longer doubt- 
ed that I had refuſed her offer, in 
conſideration of my love to her 
daughter-in-law ; for bad and de- 
ſigning people cannot poſſibly ap- 
prehend, that any body can act vir- 
tuouſly but from a view of private 
intereſt, and think all the world as 
vile as themſelves ; ſhe, therefore, got 
the cuſtody of her daughter com- 
mitted to her charge, and employed 
her ſiſter as her deputy ; under which 
management ſhe underwent the moit 
ſhocking mortifications and hard- 
ſhips, which were increaſed by her 
being guarded ſo ſtrictly, that it was 
impoſſible for us to correſpond toge- 
ther. I fought out by all the ways 
| I could 
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1 could to tranſmit a letter to her 
hands, but in vain; and at length ſhe 
was carried to his caſtle, about three 
leagues from hence, where every 
ſervant is an Argus; nowithſtand- 
ing which, I have yeſterday, by diſ- 
guiſing myſelf as a workman, a 
number being employed at preſent in 


as ſhe walked in the garden, by 
which I have appointed her to be 
ready to-morrow night at {ix o'clock 
in the park, where her mother per- 
mits her ſometimes, with herſelf and 
her fiſter, to walk; when, with 
Heaven's help, and your kind aſſiſt- 
ance, I am reſolved to take her from 
her tyrants, and make her mine, for 
which 1 have got a licenſe ready,” 
We conſented to bear him company, 
and ſet out at the hour appointed, and 
had not been long at our ſtation, well 
armed, before we ſaw the beautiful 
Marguerite appear, attended by her 
two tormentors, who ſhewed all the 
animoſity 1n their behaviour to the poor 
lady, that could be; whilſt ſhe, con- 
ſcious of approaching relief, had a 
countenance, in which joy ſeemed to 
ſeek ſhelter under the maik of ſadneſs. 
When they came pretty near, the mar- 


quis went forth from our ambuſcade; 


and, advancing towards his miſtreſs, 
took her by the hand, and faluting 
her, was going to lead her off; when 
Madame D'Aulnay interpoſed, and 
aſked him, what buſineſs he had with 
the lady. Upon which he retorted, A 
© buſineſs that God and nature ap- 
« proves; not ſuch a buſineſs as you, 
Madam, once propoſed to me.“ She 
ſwelled with malice and ſpite at this 
anſwer, and ordered Bellimante to go 
and alarm the family, that they might 
prevent a rape; but our friend led off 
a blooming maid, bluſhing like the 
roſy morn, and having put her into a 
chariot, that ſtood ready, without any 
purſuit or oppoſition, we carried her to 
his caſtle, where his ſiſter and other 


ladies were afſembled to receive her; 


and from thence we attended them to 


Evreux, where a prieſt tied the holy 


knot, and made them one in perſon, as 
they had been long in ſoul. The next 
day, he, attended by us, waited upon 


his father-in-law, who at firſt gave him 


but a cold reception ; but when he de- 
clared he expected no fortune with her, 


making ſome repairs in his manſion- 
houſe, delivered a letter to her hands 
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and that he only hoped he would do 
her juſtice at his death, he brightened 
up, and became ſo ſociable, that he 
delivered all her wearing apparel; and 
promiſed, if they behaved dutifully 
to him, ſhe ſhould be treated by him 
like a daughter at his deata, 


CHAP. . 


THEY RETURN TO PARIS—A PRO 
POSAL OF MARRIAGE IS MADE 
TO HIM—ESTAMPE'S BEHAVIOUR 
THEREON— HE ASKS HIM A PAR= 
TICULAR FAVOUR—Is DENIED 
AFTER IMPORTUNING HIS MAs 
STER TOGRANTIT—ATERRIBLR 
FIRE AL THE HOUSE OF DU PLES.· 

 SIS<GOES TO SERENA'S AT HER 
DESIRE —SEES FSTAMPE'S SIS- 

 TER—A MOST AFFECTING DISs 
COVERY—GREAT JOY OF SHARP» 
LEY, AND THE FAMILY. 


A Few days after the marquis's nup- 
tials were celebrated, we took 
leave of that happy couple, who part- 
ed with us with reluctance, and return 
ed to Paris; where, as ſoen as we ar- 
rived, I ſent Eſtampe to find out 


Sharpley, and give him notice of it, 


He found him at Screna's, and he came, 
or rather flew, to my arms at the firſt 
ſummons, expreſling all the joy his 
honeſt heart felt at ſeeing me again; 


and I, for my part, experienced as 


much joy in meeting that worthy man, 
as I did when he informed me, that 


| Serena's mother had, at length, con- 


ſented to gratify his and her daughter's 
inclination, in returning to her native 
country, and making theſe two tender 
lovers happy in each other; and there- 
fore Sharpley very preſſingly impor- 
tuned me to make our ſtay in France 


as ſhort as poſſible. I aſſured him J 


would ſoon reſolve to ſet out for Eug- 


land; but, though I longed, yet I 


dreaded to ſet foot on that deiightful 
ſhore, As ſorrow increaſes by com- 
pariton with others ic.1:ity, the happi- 
neis I had been witne!s to in the mar- 
quis and his lady, and that I now per- 
ceived in my friend, recalled a number 
of ſad and dolefil ideas into my mind, 
and I gave ny over to all the pangs 
and tortures that deſpair 1ndulg:... can 
inflict, In vain were the little arts my 
Eſtampe put in price to chear me; 
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I ſaw all nature happy, I thought, 
but myſelf, and in the irrecoverable 
loſs of Louiſa, I found all the affec- 
tion that a human breaſt could feel, 
and Serena and her mother, defiring 
my company, at the ſame time, added 
to my unhappineſs, by introducing me 
to the Counteſs D'Elbeuf, who had 
taken a liking to my perſon, and who 
deſired them i to let me know, 


that my addreſſes to her would be ſo 


agreeable, that, if I would marry her, 


ſhe would ſettle the whole of her im- 


menſe fortune on me and my heirs. 


She was young, handſome, and rich; 


and the two ladies uſed, or ſeemed to 
uſe, all their art to bring me to pay her 


a viſit; which I obſtinately, notwith- 


ſtanding, refuſed, apd ſternly told 
them, if the ſubje& was again inſiſted 
on, I muſt come to a reſolution never 
to ſee them more whil{t they ſtaid in 
France; and, Sharpley joining his in- 
treaties to mine, I heard no more of 


the propoſal from that quarter; but I 


found Eſtampe was ſet on continually 


to ring the counteſs's praiſes in my 


ears, and, in an inſinuating way, to 
repreſent how hurtful my fruitleſs and 
unavailing tears were for the loſs of 
my Louiſa, and how much my repin- 
ing was a fin againſt Heaven: that I 
was in the prime of life, and owed a 


duty to my friends and country, which 


T was by my reſolution and manner of 
life attempting to deſtroy. He fel! at 
my feet, and begged me to lay aſide 
all thoughts of my unfortunate angel, 
and to embrace the enticing and glitter - 
ing proſpe&s that were yielded to my 
acceptance. TI roſe up in a fury, and 
cried out, puſhing him rudely from 
me, And art thou fo little acquainted 
© with my temper, as to utter ſuch 
words before me? Thou, who beareſt 
the image of my adorable Louiſa, 
and whom, in reſpect to that, I have 
made my companion and boſom 
friend—begone from my tight, and 
never ſee me more! No,” I conti- 
ved, ſhed:ling a flood of tears, © never 
ſhall the generous compact we made 
be broken, never will J forfeit my 
vows of eternal truth and conſtancy, 
which deach and the grave have not 
the power to cancel ; made before the 
awful Majeſty of Heaven, in Heaven 
the facrcd tie ſhall be affirmed, and 
my Louiſa ſhall be mine for ever! 


7 


Lomſa's love! This ſpeaking pic- 


© ture, that almoſt truly ſmiles, and 


ſoft approves my conſtzncy, ſhall 
ever hang upon this faithful breaſt, 
and, when the damps of death be- 
dew my face, the laſt requeſt, that 
eer my faltering tongue all make, 
will be, May theſe be buried with 
me!] Methinks I fee my radiant maid 
floating in pureſt fields of light i and 
ſhe gives a plaudit to my conſtancy, 
Oh! if I c'er could meet a fair-one, 
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leſs charms; that ſhewed a mind ſo 


ornament and every grace; it would 
then be ſome excuſe to be unfaithful 
—but that's impoſſthle, as 'tis im- 
poſſible to bring thce back to life 
No- ſecond marriages are my aver- 
ſion. I ſure was married once—and 
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The poor boy ſtood trembling during all 
theſe exclamations, and the tears even 
wetted the place he was in; though I 
thought I perceived a kind of ſatis— 
faction in his eyes, at the ſame time, 


that was unaccountable to me, He 


knelt, and embracing my knees, aſked 


me pardon for his rathneſs, which pro- 


ceeded purely from his affection for 


me, and through hopes of ſeeing me 


cured of a grief that hung upon me ſo 
heavily; But, Sir, he went on, 
I'll never tempt your indignation ſo 
far as I have done, the renembrance 
of which makes me tremble; and 
will ever be a faithful monitor to 
you of all my poor lady's perfec- 
tions,” (for ſo I had inſtructed him 
to call her) © of which you have given 
me ſuch tranſporting accounts.“ I 
diſed him, and told him, 1 forgave 
him now; but if the deareſt friend L 
had in the world were to ſet about 
moving my unalterable reſolution of 


. 


living and dying for ever my Louiſa's, 


or encouraged ſuch diſcourſe and ſuch 
propoſals, I never would fee him or 
ſpeak to him again. ERampe turned up 


his eyes to Heaven, in wondering aſto- 


niſhment; and his heart was fo full, 
that he was obliged to quit the room 
to eaſe the burden of his ſympathizing 
boiom. I declare, after this, I had 
not ſo much regard to Serena and her 
mother, as I had before; nor could 
bear to go to the houſe, for which J 


This ring, the facred pledge of my 


that confeſſed thy wonderous match 


excellent and fo endowed with every 


other joys ſhall never reach me more!“ 
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framed ſuch excuſes, as made it nei- 
ther look like want of affection to my 
friend, or diſreſpect to them. 

Oneday, as I was fondly contemplating 
the features of my Louiſa, in the faith- 
ful picture chat had been my conſtant 
companion through all my difficulties 
and dangers, Eſtampe told me, that 
his fitter was ſo nearly like that por- 
trait, that he was very ſure I could not 
tell the difference between his lady and 
her, if I was to ſee her. This led me 
to aſk a number of queſtions about 
her, and to enquire, how it came ſhe 
had never yet been to ſce him ſince his 
being in my ſervice. He anſwered me, 
that ſhe had, by the recommendation of 
| Serena, been introduced to the Nuchefs 
de Chartres, and that ſhe had taken 
ſuch a fancy to her, as to adinit her at 
firſt to attend about her perſon, and 


that. ſinge, her affection ind galing by | 


a view of her good qualitics, ſhe had 
made her her companion and confidant, 
and was ſo fond of her, that it was 
ſeldom ſhe could ſuffer her out of her 
ſight; and that ſhe very rarely viſited 
even Serena, or her mother; where he 
had had an opportunity twice of ſeeing 
her, ſince he had the tonour of being 
with me; but that, by appointment 
with thoſe ladies, ſhe was to wait upon 
them in a day or two, and he wiſhed I 
would ſuffer him to enquure the parti— 
cular time of her coming, and make 
myſelt an accidental gueſt. to ſati>fy 
myſelf, that what he had ſaid of her 
reſemblance to bis lady was juſt. In- 
© deed, Sir, I won't compliment her," 
he continued, but the is ſo near a 
copy of that excellence you weep the 
© lots of, that I don't doubt but the 
ſight of her will give you pleaſure, 
and perhaps may contribute to chace 
away, for ſome moments, the cha- 
erin and deſpair that perpetually 
haunt your mind.” 

I was pleaſed to ſee the zeal of this 
worthy lad, who was continually pra- 
poling ſome what or other to divert ny 
attention from the ſubje& of my {ur- 
rows; but tais viſit I abſolutely refuicd 
to comply with, telling him, I ſuffered 
mortification enough in daily ſeei: g 
his features, which had fo near a re- 
ſemblance of Louiia, and that I could 
not, I was ſure, be able to ſupport my- 
ſelf in ſeeing before me ſo living a pic- 
ture of the woman I loved, which 
would, no doubt, rob me of my ſenſes 
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entirely, and drive me to diſtraction. 


He urged me, notwithſtanding, again 


and again, with ſuch earneſtneſs, that 
he ſurprized me, and even begged upon 
his knees, that T would gratify him 
by ſeeing his ſiſter, and was ſure it 
would be productive of more good to 
me than I could poſſibly be aware of. 
I took him up very ſhort, and told him, 
his talking in that manner to me was 
{uch a riddle, that IT could not under- 
ſtand it, and threatened him, that if T 
ever found him capable of carrying on, 


or ſuppoſing he could execute any cun- 


ning ſcheme upon me, that was preju- 
dicial to my honour and the reſolu- 


tions I had taken, I was certain IL 
ſhould very difficultly refrain from 


uing him as he deſerved, and turning 
him out of my ſervice. * Look ye, '. I 
added, © when once a (eryant thinks he 
can be too cunning for his maſter, he 
never {tops ot {mall crimes, but car- 
ries his deſigns on till they end in 
his own detriment and ruin; and 
therefore, to preſerve my good opi- 
nion, I mutt never know you capa- 
ble of any thing of the ſort, even 
where vou thould think it was for 
my peace, quiet, or intereſt.ꝰ Poor 
Eſtampe was {rievouſly ſhocked at 
what J jaid, and was going to reply, 
when Sharpley came in, and brought his 
Serena with him to pay mea viſit. I re- 
ceived them with my uſual gladneſs 
and, after ſome other matters talked 


over, Serena told me, that ſhe had a 
great favour to beg of me, which was, 
that I would come and dine with them 


the next day; to which I gave my aſ- 
ſent, on condition there was no other 
company than themſelves and her mo- 
ther; ſhe freely owned there would be 
an Engliſh lady there, that ſhe wanted 
to introduce to my knowledge and ac- 
quaintance, who had met with as great 
misfortunés in love as myſelf, and had 
come to the tame reſolution never to 


think of marriage again. Indeed, 


0 


Mr. Thompſon,” ſhe added, © you 
« w:!l find her far from being a diſ- 
agrecable lady; nor will ſhe force 
c 
© more than you. care for: come, my 
dear friend's friend,” clapping one 
of her pretty hands upon my thoulder, 
* you ſhall not refuſe me this favour, 
„which, I aſſure you, fhall- be the 
only one of the kind I will ever aſk 
again till you give me leave.“ I 
| | | could 
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you, like our tittle-tattle ſex, to talk 
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creature, and the joint endeavours of 
my friend, who enforced what his Se- 
rena ſaid, as much as he poſſibly could. 
When they departed, Eſtampe told me, 
he was glad they had got my promiſe to 
go, as he was ſure it would divert my 
melancholy; for latterly I had ſeen no 
company at all: And, Sir,* ſays he, 


( but J am afraid to mention it again) 


© that Engliſh lady, Miſs Serena men- 
© tioned, is the very ſiſter I ſpoke of to 
you, to whom they jocoſely give 
© that title, and who has been as un- 
* fortunate as yourſelf,” 
this, but it was too late to go back, 
though it put, me out of humour, tor 
E thought I ſaw the heads of a con- 
trivance 1n it, that I could not fathom, 
My viſit had like to have been baulked, 
however, the ſame night, by a dread- 
Fu} fire that broke out at the houſe of 
Du Pleſhs, and raged in a terrible 


manner; and the city of Paris not be- 


ing provided with ſo convenient aque- 
ducts as we have in London, it did a 
great deal of damage before it was ex- 
tinguiſhed. My concerns were of fo 
ſmall a bulk, that they were ſoon re. 
moved; but poor Du Pleſſis ſuffered 
greatly, which infinitely concerned 
both Sharpley and me, who reſolved in 
ſome meaſure to aſſiſt to recover his 
jofs. It began between eleven and 
twelve at night; we were all in bed, and 
myſelf in a moſt profound ſleep, when 
the flames had taken hold of the very 
ſtair-caſe that led to my apartment, 
that of Eſtampe and ſome others. The 
firſt news J had of the danger was 
from that page, who ran trembling to 


ven's ſake, to awake and ariſe, or I 
mould be burnt in my bed: he had had 
time to dreſs himſelf, and ſoon ſecured 
what belonged to us; but, by that 
time I had flipped on my cloaths, the 
flames had ſeized the chamber-door, 
ſo that we were forced to tie the ſheets 
together, and it being but one ſtory 
from the ground, though a pretty lofty 
one, I ordered Eftampe firſt to deſcend, 
which he refuſed to do; ſo, not to 
. waſte time in diſpute, I got down ſafe- 
ly firſt, and he as ſafely followed me. 
The family of Du Pleſſis, and my- 
felf, and ſervants, were invited by 
Count Garonne, whoſe houſe was op- 

olite, to make uſe of the conveniences 


it afforded us till we could better pro- 


I ſtarted at 
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could not long refiſt this agreeable 


vide ourſelves ; which we did accords 
ingly, for it was impoſſible to refuſe ſo 
polite an invitation ; as to Mr, Sharp. 
ley, he had left Du Pleſſis, and had 
taken lodgings hard by St. Clou, where 
he could be nearer his Serena; ſo that 
he ſuffered nothing by the misfortune, 
nor heard of it till next morning, 
when he came to condole with us on 
the accident, and was quite delighted to 
hear that not one perſon was hurt, but 


that we all eſcaped the flames without 


the leaſt detriment. Poor Eſtampe, as 
he was attending me whilſt I dreſſed, 
ſaid, Now, Sir, this puts me in mind 
of the ſervice you was of to my poor 
© lady, when you ſaved her from the 
fire at her father's; and, though I 
barely reſemble her, yet I have had 
the happineſs in her perſon, as you 
are pleaſed ſometimes to cal! it, io 
« retaliate the kindneſs you did her,” 
I ſighed, and told him, I would never 
forget the office of love he had per- 


A &@ #&% 


formed, which ſtill increaſed his value 


in my opinion. | 

When we were dreſſed, I walked to 
St, Clou alone, for Eſtampe had beg- 
ged to be excuſed going with me, the 


laſt night's ſurprize having ſo affected 
him, that he was greatly diſordered in 


his head, I was received by my three 
friends, with the gladdeſt teſtimonies 
of affection; and, before dinner, we 
entertained ourſelves in the garden, 
and in a library, full of the beſt and 
politeſt authors, which gave me an 
high opinion of the refined taſte of theſe 
ladies, and their good ſenſe; and, in 
ſhort, every action of Serena's made 


| me approve my friend's choice. 
my bed-fide, and begged me, for Hea- 


Dinner being ready, we went into a 
ſummer-houſe, where the table was 
ſpread in an elegant manner, and the 
mother and daughter both excuſed the 
lady's not coming, they had mention- 
ed; who had ſent word, ſhe could not 
make one of the company till after din- 
ner, when ſhe would be ſure to attend 
us. I could not help perceiving, by 


the looks of Madame Rich, that ſome- 


what more than ordinary was in agi— 
tation; and when dinner was over, 
and they withdrawn for ſome mo- 
ments, I told Mr. Sharpley ſo, wha 
ſaid, that he had made the ſame obſer- 
vation, but was totally ignorant of the 
meaning of it. They came in again, 


and ſeating themſelves, in about 4 


quarter of an hour afterwards, word 
| | wat 
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was brought, thata coach had ſtopped 
at the gate; on which advice the old 


lady got up, and went to receive her 


ueſt, as ſhe ſuppoſed it to be, and 
oon returned with her. As ſhe en- 
tered the room and ſaluted the com- 
pany, I, though I hardly encquntered 
GG with my eyes, perceived ſhe was 
prodigiouſly genteel, and of a middle 
ſtature. She complained of being 
troubled with the tooth-ache, and, on 
that account, held an handkerchief to 
her face, which concealed the lower 
part from view; but, by what I ſaw 
of her, upon a cloſer attention, ſhe 
was a very charming woman, and re- 
called much of my Louiſa already into 
my mind. We ſat ſome time talking 
of indifferent matters; but the lady 
ſuddenly dropping her fan, and J ſit- 
ting oppoſite to her, ran to take it up, 
and, preſenting it to her, looked full 
in her face: but, oh! angels, and all 
the bleſſed hoſt of heaven! Had an 
apoplexy darted through my brain; 
had a thumderbolt, red from the flaſh- 
ing ſky, transfixed me; had, inſtant, 


the laſt day been proclaimed, and the 
graves given up their dead in my fight, 


my affright and terror had been not 


much more | 


A ſudden horror ſeiz'd my giddy head, 


4 And my ears tingled, and my colour fled ; 
«© Nature was in alarm. 


To my light was revealed the form, all 


beauteous as it was, of the dead Louiſa; 
who, ſmiling, took the fan, and bowed 
her head. I fell, and, uttering a hol- 
low groan, loſt all my ſenſes at once 
in a ſwoon! It was, I afterwards 
found, a long time before I came at 
all to myſelf; and, when I did, my 
words were ſo incoherent and disjoint- 
ed, that it was feared I had totally loſt 
my underſtanding; and TI was put to bed 
in a high fever, raving, and calling 


upon my Louiſa! dear, lovely Louiſa! 
| ill my eyes perceived, ſhed- 
ding tears by my bed-tide ; when I ex- 


claimed, Oh! mockery of woe! 
© whence, oh! am I thus tortured, 
thus abuſed, with images and fancies 
* of what is not in being?” The love- 


ly phantom, inclining her check to 


mine, and wetting it with kindly dew, 
cried out, © My dear, my long-loſt 


dear! how I accuſe myſelf for raſhly 


; putting you into this ſtrange delt- 


* rium, by preſenting your Louiſa be- 


* fore you, in ſo unguarded a manner? 


195 
© But vet, behold it is the, it is ſhe 
* herſelf, preſerved yet to be happy 
* with her Thompſon, her dear la- 
© mented Thompſon, whoſe death ſhe 
© long has mourned, with fighs and 
tears of bitter, cruel anguiſh. Seo. 
that I tell the truth;* and, ſoftly 
laying her balmy lips to mine, ſaid, 
Don't you know Eſtampe in your 
© Lovifa?* The touch reviving brought 
me to myſelf, though itill wondering 
amazement made me gaze around, as 


if I doubted of my own exiſtence: at 


length, I folded round the lender waiſt 
my longing arms, and ſnatched her to. 
my boſom, imprinting kiſſes on her 
bluſhing cheeks, that glowed with 
warmth and love. This, this, 1 
cried, © rep1ys my every pang, and all 
© the numerous ills thy loſs has cauſed 
me, thou excellenteſt and thou ſweet- 
eſt fair! whoſe death was death to 
me; for ſince I have not lived, but 
walked, and ſtalked about, forlorn, 
and moſt unhappy! Oh! gracious 
God! our preſent joy makes our paſt 
miſeries ſport ! But where, or how, 
or when, waſt thou preſerved to bleſs 
my longing fight? It is all a miracle 
—it is wondering frenzy of fierce in- 


© tenſeſt love. — All, all, my Thomp- _ 


ſon,* ſhe replied, thou ſhalt know, 

and how, for many years deploring 

thy ſad loſs, I have lived obſcure in 
this beloved place; beloved, ſince 
again it gives me you: but let us 
ceaſe and calm our frantick ſouls; 
repoſe thyſelf whilſt Jretire and ſtrive 
© to be compoled.* I would not, 
could not, part with her; and ſhe kind- 
ly conſented to ſtay by my bed- ſide 
till I had tried fo to come to myſelf, 
as to be able to riſe, and be fit for 
converſation. I fell, at length, into 
a ſweet ſlumber, that held me near an 
hour; and, waking, looked about ear- 
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neſtly for the charmer of my heart, 


whom I ſaw fitting beſide me, and 
watching my return to reaſon 


c m—fajrer to be ſeen, 
© Than the fair lilly on the flowery green; 


More freih than May herſelf, in bloſſoms 
oh. new. 


Seeing me awake, ſhe gently preſſed 
my hand, and aſked me, if I thought 
I could riſe; which anſwering in the 
affirmative, ſhe withdrew, and I aroſe, 
and went down into the parlour, where 
I found my charmer, and my other 
friends, who congratulated me on my 


happineſs; 
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happineſs; and Sharpley, claſping me 
in his arms, proteſted he wanted no- 
thing to make him compleatly bleſſed; 
© But pray, Madam,” ſays he, turning 
to Serena, how could you be ſo cruel 
£ to conceal this ſecret from me? Why 
© might not I have had a ſhare in this 
© plot ??—" No, no, Sir,” replies the 


good old lady, © we knew your attach- 


ment too well to your friend, to 
© think it poſſible for you to conceal 
any thing from him, and therefore 
« were reſolved to keep it to ourſelves.” 


He advanced to my Louiſa, ard, ſa- 


luting her with great politeneſs, and 
that awe her preſence always inſpired, 


told her, had he known her before, he 


mould have recommended Miſs Rich, 
his countrywoman, to another place 
with his friend than that of a page. 
To which ſhe replied, that ſhe ſnould 
always be delighted to ſerve her old 


maſter, in that capacity or any one 


elſe that would give him greater plea - 
ſure. I bowed, and told her, ſhe 
ſhould always command me, for I had 


been too long at my own hands, not 


to ſee that I wanted government. 


Well, niece,” * her aunt, you 


© are now ſure of your lover's con- 
c ftancy, which you was reſolved to 


© try to the utmoſt, and I believe he is 


E not now ſorry, that he has ſeen 
£ Eſtampe's fiſter.*” The old lady, 


whoſe good-nature and good-ſenfſe I 1 


admired, and her amiable daughter, 
were never tired of careſſing us both; 
and we paſt the remainder of the day 


in the utmoſt gladneſs and feſtivity: 


the ſervants had their ſhare of the re- 


joicing for this good news; and, as to 


my part, if I have any idea of the fu- 
ture joys of Heaven, it flowed from the 
true and genuine ſatis faction I enjoyed 
in my recovered angel's ſoft ſociety, 
whoſe pleaſure ſeemed, and was as 
great as mine. Decency requiring us 


| to part, I went with Sharpley to his 


lodging, after taking leafe of my ſoul's 
treaſure, with the utmoſt reluctance, 


CHAP. XXVI. 


THE ADVENTURES OF MISS LOUISA 
RICH, 


As ſoon as the morning dawned, 
my friend and I aroſe; lovers 
like us were not much given to fleep; 


mornings afflicted my foul; but was 
all over the gay, eaſy, free joe 


England, and the jaws of death, I told 


my woes. The preſence of the dear 


we had enough of tenderneſs and 
boundleſs affection to employ us mo 
part of the night, in converſation 
of our happineſs; and the idea of bein 
ſo nearly related to each other gave 
us a pleaſure, that could only be felt 
by us, who underſtood and practiſed 
all the. delicacies of friendſhip, We 
hugged one another, and mutually 
ſpoke congratulation to ourſelves, and 
praiſes to our miſtreſſes. For my 
part, I felt no ſuch dulneſs and me- 
lancholy, as for ſo many hundred 


Thompſon, that I had been before my 
misfortunes. * Hence! hence!” I cried, 
* all ſadneſs, all deſpair, fince my 
© Louiſa is again revived, and ſhall 
© at laſt be mine! 
We found the ladies were not riſen 
when we waited upon them, and 
went into the garden to recreate our- 
ſelves till they came down to us, 
which they ſoon did; and, all around 
them . 
6 Spread fragrant odours, ſpread ambrofial 
© ſweets ! 


We breakfaſted, amid all the felici- 
tous raptures their preſence inſpired; 
and then, to encourage my Louiſa 
to relate her miraculous (for ſo I 
could not help calling it) eſcape from 


all that had befallen me fince the mo- 
ment, the fatal moment of our ſe- 
paration, till the preſent happy hour. 
They all lifted up their eyes at the 
vile actions of the ſquire, on whom 
they could not help calling down 
puniſhment for his crimes. My amia- 
ble maid now reddened, now turned 
pale, at the various misfortunes chat 
had befallen me, and often was ready to 
link at the narration of the grievous ils 
I had ſuffered; and the ſtory of my 
grief and perpetual deſpair for her loſs 
drew tears from all my four auditors, 
who ſweetly, gently ſympathized in 


creature, who was the principal cauſe 
of all, gave me ſo much ſpirits in 
my relation, that I ſeemed inſpired, 
and painted all I faid fo ſtrongly, 
that I myſelf even wept at the dole- 
ful tale. And now, I cried, as foon 
as I had concluded, thou joy of my 

| F heart, 
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t heart, oblige me with thy adven- 
© tures, which I think muſt have been 


© as extraordinary as my own; and 


© Jet me know how you reſolved to 
© counterfeit death, and the motives 
© forall your proceedings fince.” Bluſh. 
ing, ſhe began, and thus recounted 
what I had defired— | 

© I hope I ſhall be excuſed, when I 
* ſay that it is impoſſible for me to 
« deſcribe ſo touchingly what I have 
© undergone, as my dear Thompſon 
has; for women, though, perhaps, 
their ſouls are ſofter far than men's, 
have not ſo much the power of clo— 
quence and neryous fire, to ſhine in 
deſcriptive tale. They feel moſt 
ſenſibly, but cannot relate the mo- 
tions of their breaſts ſo well; not 


they loſe the power of expreſſion in 
the fulneſs of their minds. Much 
more now, then, I am worthy of ex- 
cuſe, when I can hardly call what 
I have ſuffered, ills at this moment, 


has ſo rejoiced my heart, that, whilſt 


mity of ſatisfaction, every tortur- 
ing incident of the many years I 
have mourned. 

No one, ſure, can imagine the grief 
it occaſioned me to loſe my faithful 
and truſty Fidele, in the manner I 
ſo ſuddenly did; but my pain was 
ſtill increaſed, when my father came 
into my chamber foaming with rage, 
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that he could uſe, in which he hardly 
kept his hands from executing the 
puniſhment he ſaid I deſerved, for 
my diſobedience and filly love, as he 
called it; he locked me in, took the 
key in his pocket, and told me, at 
his departure, he would remove me 
far from the wretch I had choſen to 
place my affection upon; and, ac- 
cordingly, ſome time afterwards, 
having armed his fervants, and or- 
dered a coach and fix to the gate, I 
was carried, or rather dragged into 
it, by himfelf and the villain my 
couſin, having had but juſt time to 
get one of the ſervants that loved 
me, and had been obliged to me for 
preſerving him in his place, to carry 
* you the little note you have men- 
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uſed to misfortune, not expecting it, 
it hurries their ſpirits to fuch a de- 
gree when it comes upon them, that 


when the preſence of that gentleman 


I look on him, I forget, in extre- 
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© tioned in your ſtory, This I wrote 
to prevent thoſe ſallies of paſſion that 
I knew would aſſault you, when you 
could not learn what was become of 
me, and to make you eaſy as to the 
continuance of my affection. I knew 
not, but by ſome words my couſin 
had dropped unawares to my father, 
in my preſence, where I was going: 
to be hurried: there was no one in 
the coach but mylelf, and I was 
ſenſeleſs to every thing but the di- 
ſtracted ideas that oppreſſed my brain, 
whilſt it was drove at a prodigious 
rate, leſt you ſhould get notice of 
the way we had taken, and purſue 
us; for my father often ſaid to the 
ſquire, “ The dog is brave, and he, 
and young Diaper his friend, would 
ſtick at nothing to ſerve each other; 
and, as I don't care for murder, 
let us keep our rout as ſecret as 
6% poſſible; for they will be fo deſpe- 
rate, that we muſt ſacrifice them, 
„if they offer to follow us.” The 
ſquire recollecting, when we had 
got ſome miles, that ſomewhat or 
other was forgot in the hurry, was 
ſent back with two ſervants; for 
he refuſed to go alone, as I after- 
wards heard, for fear of meeting 
you, and for which I heard Sir Wal- 
ter call him a ſniveling, pitiful dog; 
ſo that I continued under my father's 
convoy, and hoped, when we came 
to the ſtage we were to bait at, that 
I ſhould be able to ſoften and mollity 
his temper in the abſence of that in- 
cendiary, the bane to all my happi- 
neſs. We put up, late at night, at 
a large inn in a noted town, where 
we found pretty good accommoda- 
tions; and when ſupper was brought 
© in, and we had eat what we had an 
© inclination to, my father called tor 
tobacco; and, in a {urly way, told 
me I muſt give him my company, 
© and muſt not go to bed till he did. 
© I informed him, as tenderly as I 
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could, that his company was more 
deſirable than any other, and my be- 
haviour might inform him, that J 
never was better pleaſed than when 
he did me the honour to beſtow it 

© upon me. © Sayeſt thou fo, Lucy?“ 
he replied, “ give me a buſs for 
& that ſpeech: I could forgive every 
66 thing, if you would forget your 
& linen-draper, and agree to my ſenti- 
| MT - 6. ments.“ 
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ce ments.“ I ran to him, threw my 
© arms round his neck, and, with tears 
in my eyes, told him, I muſt own I 


© perceived ſo many good qualities in 
© Mr. Thompſan, that I could not 


© help being moved by them“ But, 
& dear papa, what need is there of 
« any reſtraint upon me? My ſince- 
« rity is juſtihed by my not concealing 
«© my aftection to him from you; and 
« I promiſed you, (and, you know, 


© Sir, promiſes are ſacred with your 


& little Lucy) that I would never 
<« think of him any otherwiſe than as 
44 a friend and acquaintance, unleſs 


44 you gave your conſent to it, —Why, 


« then, Sir, muſt I be hurried from 
& you, at ſuch a diſtance from my 


« dear father, whoſe only ſolace and 


6 comfort I uſed to be, merely for 
4e liking a man he has himſelf ſo much 
* eſteemed, and introduced to my fa- 
& your and acquaintance? Have you 


© not, deareſt Sir, ſaid yourſelf, he 
, was the only man you ſhould like 
c for me if he had a fortune ſuſh- 


© cient, and that you wiſhed he was a 
& fon of yours, and one of better 
& hirth?—Ah, Sir! his deſcent is 
& known to you to be almoſt equal to 
« your own; but, ſetting that aſide, 


* and ſuppoſing him to be beneath my 
4 choice in birth, yet let me repeat 


« ſome lines to you, you have often 
6 defired me to read, and applauded 


©« Search we the ſecret ſprings, 


6 And backward trace the principles of 
„ things; 
& There ſhall we find, that, when the world 


« began, 


& One common maſs compos'd the mould 


« of man; | 
& One paſte of fleſh on all degrees beſtow'd, 
& And kneaded up alike with moiſt' ning 
| & blood, | 
& The ſame Almighty Pow'r infpir'd the 
« frame | 


« With kindled life, and form'd the ſouls 


« the ſame; 

4c The faculties of intellect and will, 

4 Diſpens'd with equal hand, diſpos'd 
& with equal ſkill, 

& Like liberty indulg'd with choice of 
„ good or ill: 

& Thus born alike, from virtue firſt began 

& The diff'rence that diſtinguiſh'd man from 
46 man: 2M 

& He claim'd no title from deſcent of blood, 

% But that which made him noble, made 
him good; 
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© Warm' d with more particles of heaven. \ 

| “ly flame, | | 

6 He wing'd his upward flight, and 
r 

«© The reſt remain'd below, a tribe with. 
& out a names” 


* Then, dear papa, tell how I avs 


5 offended you in being of the ſame 
5 ſentiments with yourſelf, and ac. 
% knowledging that merit which you 
6e firſt taught me to ſee and admire; 
beſide, Sir, you ſay, or always have 
ſaid, that an ungrateful perſon is 
a monſter, Oh! how often—yoy 
can tell—the generous youth has 
ſaved my life when in the utmoſt 
be peril! And can I, Sir! can I, my 
father! be inſenſible of the favour 
ee of that _ he has preſerved to 


„ me!” My father wiped his eyes; 


© and, after ſome pauſe, broke out 


© thus, © G—d z—ds! and fo I have 
* brought you up to know more than 


i the father that begot thee !—What 
5 doſt tell me of a new-fangled tale, 
« of this and that, that I nor any 
% body elſe can underſtand the mean- 
c ing of, of merit and gratitude, and 
« the reſt, at this time? Yes, I 
% have told thee it was good to be 
“ grateful ; but did I ever think thou 


* wouldit plead his own words againſt 


5 thy father? I refpe& old Thomp- 


„ ſon and his wife well enough, and 


4% did like the boy, I muſt own, till 
% he manifeſted a deſign upon my 
% daughter. You know I intended 
& you from your birth for your couſin, 
% and ha' him you ſhall. G—d's 
% blood! doſt thou think ſo many 
& thouſand a year was ever intended 
& for a parſon's ſon, and a London 
% tradeſman ? No, no! if he had of- 
& fered to court your maid, I'd given 
« my conſent, and ſomewhat beſide, 
«© mayhap; though I wiſh that numps 
& knew as much as he, too, it would 
© be better for him; and you know 
© Joe is an heretick, and of an heretick 
& family: but, however, to be ſure he 
« is as good as us, no doubt, I don't 
«© believe he'll be damned neither; 
« and the dog toſſes off his bottle a3 
« well as any man.” Here I inter- 
« rupted him“ Papa, if he has not 
6 a great fortune now, with your aſſiſt · 
& ance he may have one; and a man 
6 that can improve an eſtate like him, 


4% js a far better match than one that 


66 has 
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tt has not wit enough to keep what he 
& has.” —“ Huſſy, hold your tongue,“ 
« he replied, my reſolution is fixed; 
« you ſhall have your couſin, or no- 


« body. Z—ds! if I had had ſenſe 
© enough, I ſhould have cut off your 
« paramour'sears ; but thoſe he keeps 
e to Joſe in the pillory, far lies ſpoken 
« behind his compter!”* I ſaid no 
© more, after this odd, incoherent ha- 
© rangue; and he fell aſleep, and ſnored 
© ſo loud, that an houſe-dog, who laid 
under the table, ſuddenly made at 
him, and bit him by the heel; at 
© which he waked, and, looking about, 
© ſaw me fitting weeping, and aſked me 
© whatailed me. Indeed, Sir,” Ire- 
« plied, “ I am not uſed to fit up theſe 


ec hours, and it frightens me, for fear 
« either my dear father, or myſelf, 
« ſhould get ſick upon it.. Thou 


© art a good girl, faith; and I aſk 
6 thee pardon, he ſaid; and ringing 
for the hoſteſs, who had ſat up merely 
© through complaiſance, ordered her 


diately after to bed himſelf, I was 
in hopes what I had ſaid would have 
altered his way of thinking ; for I 
added a great deal more than I can at 
preſent remember: and, indeed, the 
next morning at breakfaſt, he be- 
haved with ſo much affection, that 
my thoughts, I imagined, had proved 
true; but, juſt after we had ſat down, 
my couſin came in, and glancing a 
malicious look at me, in which joy 
was very viſible, (that is, not the 
pure joy that animates an honeſt face 
upon any happy incident, but ſuch a 
malign kind of ſatisfaction that the 
bad part of the world experience, 
when they have ſerved a particular 


ſtinguiſhed from the other by their 


lated his rencounter with you, which 
© you have ſo mournfully, and, to 
me, painfully deſcribed ; for the old 
gentleman returned, with new fury 
painted in his viſage, and, without 
ſaying a word to me, ordered the 
horſes into the coach; into which 
entering, we purſued our journey, 
and in three days more arrived at 
this lady's, at the Grange in Somer- 
ſetſnire. M 


aunt, who has a fine 
eſtate there, 


ad been often, in my 


to ſhew me to bed, and went imme- 


very countenances) called 1 father 
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© and her amiable daughter, my dear 
* Serena, was partly brought up with 
me under my mother's care, I need 
not deſcribe them, the ſequel of my 
ſtory will inform you of their noble 
and generous turn of mind; and, as 
to their perſons, it would be vanity 
and 1mpertinence in me to attempt to 
draw their pictures. My father ap- 
rehenced that my aunt would have 
immediately fallen into his ſenti- 
ments; and, indeed, ſhe was much 
pre] adiced againſt me when ſhe firſt 
card his ftory, anc agreed to a vote 
he put, that I ſhou!d be confined to 
my chamber till my temper was al- 
tered; but how ſurprized was the 
dear good woman, when ſhe, attempt- 
ng to call me to account for my 
folly, heard the real truth of the 
affair, and that Mr. Thompſon was 
not a vagabond, a raſcal, a deſign- 
ing villain, but a gentleman in every 
reſpect formed to gratify the taſte of 
a woman of good-ſenſe and virtue! 
At another time ſhe may tell you, no 
doubt, in what a ſpirited and affec- 
tionate manner I talked of you: it 
would not become me at preſent to 
repeat all I ſaid in your praiſe, and 
on your behalf; let it ſuffice, that, 
with this young lady's aſſiſtance, I 
melted her ſo, that, the next morn- 
ing, ſhe perſuaded my father to let 
me be at large under her inſpection, 
for that ſhe would anſwer for my 
conduct, I was peſtered all this 
while with the nauſeous viſits of the 
ſquire, who, in his aukward way, 
addreſſed me, and beſpoke my good - 
will; but I returned him no other 
anſwer than ſilence gave; and once, 
when he particularly teazed and pel- 
tered me, I told him 1 would ſooner 
pierce my heart with a dagger, than 
ever think of marrying ſuch a mon- 
ſter of revenge and cruelty, He 
left me abruptly upon this, and for- 
bore his viſits for ſome days; he 
and my father being, at that time, at 
Sir William Careleſs's, a ſeat about 
two miles from that of my aunt; and 
in this interval, a ſervant I could 
depend upon being ſent about ſome 
buſineſs in Yorkſhire, I put into his 
© cuſtody a letter for vou, which I am 
© glad. to hear you fafely received. 
© Ah, Mr. Thompſon! my fears at 
© this time were much greater on your . 
v account than my own ; I knew your 
WL Cen ſanguine 
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* ſanguine refolute temper, and was 
© ſhocked at the thought of the deſpe- 
© ration my loſs would occaſion in 
ou, in your noble ſpirit, which can 
never ſubmit to an injury with that 
moderation, that, perhaps, is as com- 
mendable as mms on and I framed 
that letter on purpoſe to calm the tu- 
mults of your foul. Mean time I 
underwent all that the fooliſh offici- 
ouſneſs of my father, the hateful 
addreſſes of the ſquire, and my own 
gloomy ideas, could inflict, Let me 
own my love to you was as intenſe 
as it was pure and holy: I lament- 


that divided us, and ruminated vpon 
the accidents that might prove fatal 
to our loves, with ſuch perpetual 
ſighings and tears, ſuch frantick 


nay, even my father, was alarmed 
left 1 ſhould throw myſelf into a fe- 
ver; and the villain, our perſecutor, 
was forbid for ſome time to approach 
me. By this time theſe two ladies 
had entertained ſuch a love and 
eſteem for me, which all my life will 
never be able to make them amends 
for, that they ſincerely reſolved to 
befriend me in all my defires, and, 
if poſſible, to eaſe me of the perſe- 
cutions that ſurrounded me: the 

talked all they could ſuggeſt to my 
father, but found him as firm and 
ſteady as a rock in his purpoſes, 
that I ſhould renounce you for ever, 
and wed the fquire, “ I did pro- 
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© miſe,” ſaid he, * never to force her 
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inclinations, provided ſhe would 
not correſpond, or have any thing 
more to ſay to young Thompſon ; 
© but ſhe broke through her contract, 
& and I have now a diſcharge for every 
< thing I attempt to make her happy, 
cc even againſt her will: nor ſhall ſhe 
& much longer dally with me, if I 
« drag her to church, and give her 
« hand into my nephew's by force.“ 
© Theſe ladies, as well as myſelf, 
© knew the reſolute obſtinate temper 
© of my father; and his behaviour ſo 
« irritated me, that, though I had pro- 
« miſed never to marry without his 
© conſent, yet I believe, had you been 
© upon the ſpot, I ſhould have made 
my eſcape to you, or done any thing 
© to be freed from his tyranny, A- 
mongſt the great number of viſitors 
© that reſorted to ſee my aunt, was 


ed your abſence, and the diſtance 


ſorrow, that my aunt and couſin, 


Colonel Williams, a gentleman of 
a very large eſtate, who at firſt fight 
expreſſed a very great value for me, 
and aſked leave of her to pay his 
addreſſes to me. He was as polite 
and generous as he was rich; and, 
when my aunt told him of my pre. 
engagement, he deſiſted; but when 
ſhe informed him alſo of the hard- 
ſhips I laboured under on account of 
the ſquire, whom by this time all 
the gentry in the neighbourhood 
eſteemed a very booby, he propoſed, 
with my leave, to appear publickly 


act of villainy and baſeneſs from 
him, my father might be forced to 
alter his purpoſes, I con{-nted—he 
made parties of pleaſure for us— 
profeſſed himſelf my admirer, and 
went ſo far as to aſk my father's con- 
ſent to marry me; which, though 
he genteelly declined, yet his vanity 
was too much humoured in ſceing 
his daughter the toaſt of the county, 
to forbid his viſits, and my aunt put 
on an air of ſatisfaction at what he 
did. The ſquire, who was ſoon ap- 
prized of this potent rival, complain- 
ed of it to my father, and of the en- 
© couragement he had received; but 
© he gave him this anſwer—** Z—nds! 
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« why if thou haſt not ſpirit enough _ 


© to defend thy claim againſt all the 
& world, thou art not worthy of her.“ 
© He took this fo much in dudgeon, 
© that he came to my aunt's, where he 
found the colonel and myſelf playing 
a game at picquet, whilſt my coulin 
was looking on, in a ſummer-houſe 
in the garden: as ſoon as he came in, 
he fat down without iaying a word, 
or pulling his hat off; upon which, 
the colonel, laughing, ſaid, La- 
& dies, I have ſo much veneration for 
c your ſex, that I think a man who 
has aſſurance cnough to come inta 
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ce your preſence without taking off 


his hat, ought to have it nailed to 
ce his head, as the Czar of Mutcovy 
& once did that of a certain ambaſſa- 
©« dor. — “ By G—d!” returns ths 
* ſquire, © you can't nail it there.“ — 
Not in the preſence of theſe ladies,” 
© he rejoined; “ but if you are very 
% impertinent, I'll take you out and 
correct you for it.” The natural 
© cowardice of this villain made him 
« preſerve ſilence ſome minutes; but 
* at length he broke out, Sir, what: 
| « buſincs 


as his rival, that, by producing ſome 
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te buſineſs have you with that lady?“ 
No other at preſent,” ſays the co- 
lonel, “than to protect her from 
« your rudeneſs and brutality; and 
& fo, pray, Sir, don't watch our ac- 
& tions, but be gone directly, or 1 
6 ſhall be forced to uſe you as you de- 
« ſerve! He did not ſtir, and the co- 
© lonel, ſtill laughing, got up, and 
gave him three or four ſtrokes over 
the ſhoulder with a hazel-twig, and 
hauled him out of the ſummer-houſe 
by the collar; and the great oaf, 
with his long ſword by his fide, 
ſtole away into the houle to eur in- 
expreſſible diverion. To go farther 


* 


ther at Sir William's, to complain in 
form of his rudeneſs, and to tell him 
that he would uſe him juſt fo, when- 
ever he was impertinent again in any 
place he choſe to be in. My father 
at firſt was very angry with the co- 
lonel, but ſoon came into a better 
temper, and cried, © Ay, do, colo- 


« nel; I wiſh you could raiſe his paſ- 
& ſion ſo much as to get him to fight: 


« well, he's a worthy lad, too; but we 
« were not all born with courage.” 
My aunt and couſin raillied him fo 
far for his cowardice, together with 
his uncle, that he thought he was 
obliged, according to his notions of 
honour, to kill him, and, for that 
purpole, way-laid him in a bye-path, 
and fired a piſtol at him, the ball 
grazing on the croven of his hat. 
The colonel ſtarted, and, turning 
about, drew his tword, and purſued 
his antagoniſt, whom he ſocn came 
up with, and was quite aſtoniſhed to 


In the firſt motions of his reſentment 
he was going to run his ſword 


worthleſſneſs of the object, thought 
it was better to expoſe him to ſhame ; 
ſo, tying his hands behind him, he 
made him march before him to my 
aunt's, where he uſhered him in, and 


nation. Never creature, ſure, looked 
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* time; and, when my father was ſent 
© for, he was ready tao expire with 
; ſhame at the reproaches that were 
bound, ſaying, Sir, in conſidera- 
tion of you and your family, I will 
not expoſe this villain to publick 


yet, the colonel paid a viſit to my fa- 


find it was the noble Squire Rich. 


through him, but, conſidering the 


told the ſtory of the intended aſſaſſi- 


ſo meanly as the wretch did at this 


made him. The colonel left him 


e puniſhment; only conſider wiſely, 
„ whether a man of this ſtamp is a fit 


© huſband for Your charming daugh- 


ter.“ My aunt proteſted to my fa- 
ther, that he ſhould never enter her 
* doors again; and the old gentleman 
* took him home with him, giving him 
an angry kick on the breech, as he 
vent out at the door. Would you 
© beheve it, this fellow had aſſurance 
© enough to tel] my father, and made 
© him believe it too, that he was walk- 
ing out, and, for diverſion, fired his 
© piſtol at a mark, not knowing the 
colonel, or any body elſe, was pals- 
ing that way; and promiſed him, 
© that, to retrieve his reputation, he 
© would call him to a gentleman-like 
© account for the calumnies with which 
© he had loaded him, and that the rea- 
© ſon of his ſilence under the charge 
© againſt him, was the preſence of 
© himſelf and me, and the conſidera- 
© tion of the apparent circumſtances, 
« which, to be ſure, were greatly in his 
* disfavour. All its he uttered with 
© ſo many ſighs and tears, and proteſta- 
„tions of his innocence, that my fa- 
© ther, blindly fond of him, credited 
© all he ſaid; and only required, that, 
© as a proof of his innocence, he would 
challenge the colonel; © And, if 
6e you don't do that,“ ſays he, to 
& beſure you can never have Louiſa.*** 
* He introduced him again to my 
© aunt's with this ſtrange ſtory, which, 
though none of us believed, we 
« agrecd to his viſits, knowing he 
would ſoon ruin his ſcheme by his 
fear of challenging the colonel; 
« which we imagined he would as 
© ſoon attempt to do, as to face an 
© army of 10,000 men; but, this 
time, his credit was preſerved with 
my father, by the colonel's being or- 
© dered, the next day, to his duty in 
© London, to which place he ſet out, 
© after taking a genteel farewel of us, 
* with a promile to return, and try 
© the ſquire's courage in leſs than a 
* fortnight, But this dreadful fort- 
© night gave me more pangs than 
© tongue can deſcribe, and was the 
© ſource of a reſolution that brought 
* me to this country; and, now let 
* me ſay, to all the happineſs I could 
© propoſe in life, 

The ſquire, after the colonel's 
© departure, bluſtered, and ſtrutted 
£ about, like the famous bully of Mr. 

Congreve, 
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* Conpreve, and then diſappeared, all 
on a ſudden; giving out, that ſince 
© one victim had fled, he was reſolved 
© to take fatisfa&ion of another, who 


had uſed him as ill as this prig, by 


* daring to rival him in my affections, 
© He was gone near a week, when my 
father, with a mixture of joy and 
© concern in his countenance, brought 
© a letter to ſhew my aunt, ſaying, 
4e Z—ds! I am ſorry for the poor 


46 lad's fate, too; but Numps has, at 


„ laſt, ſhewn himſelf a man of cou- 
rage; and I'd have Colonel Wil- 


« ]jams ſtand clear, when he comes 
4 back.“ The letter was 


© HONUR'D SUR, 


a I Hope youe wil now not blive the 
© many baſes ſtories thate are ſo 
* conſtanteley tolde youe of me; for I 


4 have givene a good acounte of 


c younge Tomſin, whome, in a du- 
c elle, I made a ſackrifice off, and 


dé bite the grounde. I have got fafe 


here, frome the purſut made after 


£ mee; and, now hes removde, I hope 


4c I ſhall meete with no further muleſ- 
% tetion, in aboute havinge cuſen 
6 Louiſee. 
4e juſt ſettinge out for Londin. Youer 
% Autifull nefenu, tell deth, 


© HUMPHRXY RICHE, 
6 BosTON, LINCOLNSHIRE.,” 


My aunt read this-letter with the 
© utmoſt aftoniſhment; and, though 
© ſhe did not believe he had killed you 
in a duel, yet ſhe did not doubt but 
© he had, in the baſe way of aſſaſſina- 
© tion, taken away your life. She 
* took my father aſide, and begged 
him not to let me know the affair ab- 


© ruptly, but truſt to her care cau- 
_ © tiouſly to diſcover it, and let her have 


the letter for that purpoſe; and the 
© next morning, taking me into her 
chamber, ſhe called in her daughter; 
« and, ſhutting the door, began to open 
© the matter to me thus. My dear- 
de eſt niece, to me misfortunes are no 
«& ſtrangers; I have lived long enough 
« to look upon every thing below as 


„ yain and tranſitory, and all our fan- 
4 


cied enjoyments as only ſo many in- 


« centives to get acquainted with mi- 
cre 


ſery. The pleaſures we reap here 
« cannot compenſate for the pains we 


The poore felow was 
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endure; we are daily, hourly, ſeek- 
ing after toys and bubbles, and 
negle&t the more important con- 
cerns of a future ſtate. Vou your- 
ſelf, young as you are, have felt 
** ſome trouble: the loſs of your dear 
mother, though you was then al- 
“ moſt an infant, cauſed in you a ſin- 
é cere grief, which I know you was 
© ſenſibly afflicted with; but, per- 
*© haps, ſomewhat that will more near- 
ly affect you has happened; a fatal 
accident, that, if you are not armed 


& with religion and reaſon ſufficient to 


bear, may, perhaps, kill your peace 


* of mind for ever!“ Here, all wild 
and frantick, yet unſuſpecting the 
© reaſon for this diſcourſe, I cried, 
„Oh, Madam! what has happened ?— 
* My father !— Is he killed?—Is he 
© dead — Alas! what ſhall I do?—l 
© am ſorry I ever diſobeyed bim. — 
„No, no, my dear, calm yourſelf 
* your father is alive and well—per- 
© haps he does not ſo much deſerve 
© this dutiful concern—no, it is not 
6 for his loſs you are now to mourn— 
% but—"? here a ſhower of tears ſtop- 
ped her farther utterance, and ſhe 
tenderly claſped me in her arms, 
whilſt her daughter and myſelf join- 
ed our tears, unknowing the occa- 
ſion, with her's, She came to her. 
E ſelf, and went on. The beſt of 
« youths, my dear—don't look ſo 
& wildly—the beſt of youths, as you 
& have deſcribed him, is dead !—igs 
« murdered by a villain !-=your dear 
© —Thompſon !“ “ Oh, God!” I 
© cried, and fell from my chair in fo 
* ſtupid a ſwoon, that my head re- 
© ceived a violent contuſion, which, 
* ſee, I carry the marks of to this day. 
© They were both ſo alarmed at this 
accident, that they were near being 
in the ſame condition; they both 
loved me tenderly, as I did, and ever 
ſhall do, them: what could they 
lay? what could they do? They 
raiſed me, rubbed my temples with 
Hungary water, and other ſuch re- 
viving preparations; but, for a full 
hour, could not bring me to the leaſt 
ſenſe or motion. At length I awoke | 
from this death-like trance; and the 
firſt 1dea that preſented itſelf to my 
imagination, was my deareſt Thomp- 
ſon, all wan and pale, his blood iſ- 
ſuing out at ſeveral wounds, and his 
hair clotted with gore! 4 Oh!” I 

| 6 cried, 
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ce no buſineſs now in life. 


JOE THOMPSON. 


cried, “c let me die with thee! I have 
Where 


4e ſhall I meet thee, thou dreadful, 
& well-known form? — Oh! let me 
« hide thee in my arms, and wipe off 
ce the ſanguine ſtreams that deform thy 
„ viſage!” and then fainted away 
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again; and, aſſiſtance —_ called, I 
was put to bed in an high fever; and 


was for ſome days ſo delirious, that 


it was thought I thould never get 
over it. 
were inconſolable; and my father, 
notwithſtanding his obdurate tem- 


per, was fincerely grieved; but the 


two ladies would not ſuffer him to 
approach me, and loaded him with 
the epithets of Cruel! Baſe ! and Bar- 
barous ! and told him he had mur- 
dered one perſon, and now, they 
ſuppoſed, would ſend his emiſſary to 
kill the other. His nephew was ar- 
rived, and put on the air of a great 
deal of concern; but my aunt ſent 
him word, if he approached the 
houſe, ſhe would order her ſervants 
to ſecure him as a murderer, In 


about three weeks I was ſomewhat 


upon the mending hand, but reco- 


vered flowly, and with ſuch a worm 


at my breaſt, as deprived me of all 
comfort. My colour vaniſhed from 


my cheeks; I grew as pale as a 


ſpectre, and my body ſo thin and 


emaciated, that I was hardly known 


to be the ſame: however, I had re- 
ſolution enough to deſire my aunt to 
let me into the particulars of my 
Thompſon's fate, and had ſeriouſly 
entered into the gloomy r ſolution to 
make away with myſelf the firſt op- 
portunity. Oh! let a perſon be ever 
ſo wiſe or intelligent, there are ſome 
misfortunes ſo ſevere, that it is im- 
poſſible for them to bear up againſt 
their force; the brain, and all the 
faculties weakened, admit of the 
moſt direful reſolves; and, perhaps, 
none but thinking perſons can be ſo 
much affected. 
enough to grieve, is as true a ſaying, 
as it is a trite one. I agreed with 
her, that you muſt have been baſely 
murdered, though I could not ac- 


count for your having ſtaid ſo long 
in Yorkſhire; and, for a great 


while, I formed many ſchemes to 
bring your murderer to juſtice; but 
the unlucky thought, that, perhaps, 
my father was concerned in it, ſtop- 


My dear aunt and couſin 
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ped me in my intended proſecution, 
which otherwiſe my aunt, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſquire's near relation, 
would have joined in. I was no 
ſooner up, than my father, very ab- 
ruptly, brought the ſquire to pay me 
a viſit; on which I would have re- 
tixed, but he took hold of me, and 

told me I ought not to blame Numps 


for what he had done, for a gentle- 


man muſt defend his honour and his 
miſtreſs. I kept an obſtinate filence 
all the time they ſtaid; and, had I 
had a proper weapon, I believe L 
ſhould have had ſtrength to have run 
it through his perhdious heart. My 
father ſaid, in a menacing way, 
Well, Lucy, Numps and I are going 
into Yorkſhire to ſettle matters for 
your removal home; and then I ex- 
pect you'll—d'ye hear me—do as I 
order you, and think no more of a 
man who deſerved to die, and was 
beneath your notice.” J made no 
other anſwer than by a flood of tears, 
which hindered my ſight; and they 
departed, My aunt and couſin were 
ſhocked at this inhumanity, ſo much 


that they could not ſpeak to him; 


and I told thoſe ladies, very delibe- 
rately, after they were gone, that I 
would never more ſee Yorkſhire, or 
the face of my cruel father, what- 
ever became of me. They were 
frightened at the manner of my ex- 
preſſion; and, the next day, m 

aunt, having conſulted with herſelf, 
propoſed the following ſcheme, not. 
thinking that I would long perſiſt in 
my reſolution; and ſhe hoped, by 
flattering my diſpoſition, to Ro me 
from ſuicide, which was what ſhe 
imagined I hinted at; and, at the 


ſame time, ſhe knew it would bring 


my tather to his ſenſes. * Dear 
Lucy,” ſays the, © 1 was brought 
up in France, and have contracted 
friendſhips there; I long to ſee that 
kingdom again, and we will alt 


three, for ſome years, Icave this ta- 


tal country; but, as I cannot keep 
you from your father's authority, 


| you thall fall fick, and, ſeemingly, 


die: we will make a ſumptuous fu- 
neral for you, and bury you appa- 
rently amongſt the family at Taun- 
tun, You ſhall, mean time, till 
our embarkation, go to a diſtant te- 
nant's of mine in Exeter, who will 
never betray our ſecret; and, after 

&« you 
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© preſent acts _ My eſtate is 
4 ſufficient for all our uſes, and you 
& and my daughter ſhall have an equal 
c claim to it with myſelf,” J jump- 
© ed at this propoſal; it flattered the 
gloomy, deſpairing condition, F was 
in; I hated Yorkſhire; IT hated Eng- 
land; I almoſt—1 could not help 
it—hated my. obdurate father! What 


a 


tically to over-reach my diſordered 
mind, I improved into a ſettled vow, 
never to fee my father, or my native 
country again, Perhaps I had ſome 
principles, like revenge, then in my 
© heart—yes—I confeſs J had—but 
© your mother and father I thought of 
© with great affection: I could have 
E wiſhed the former had known the 
© truth of my deſtination; but, at laſt, 
£ I reſolved ſhe ſhould not, leſt, from 
© tenderneſs to me, ſhe might betray 
© me to my father; I therefore defired 
© my aunt to write a letter to her of my 
c death; and in it I incloſed mv pic- 
© ture, as a preſent to her, which I 
© had got drawn on purpoſe for you, 
and you have got it, Sir; and, if you 
© value the original, as much as you“ 
© have that copy, I ſnall be the happieſt 
* woman living. In ſhort, I died— 
was buried—as had been concerted; 
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© my aunt wrote a terrible letter to my 


t father upon it; and, without waiting 
© an anſwer, we hired a veſſel for 
© France, where we ſafely arrived, af- 
c ter a pretty turbulent paſſage. My 
* aunt had to ſettled her affairs, that 
her ſteward remitted her the profits 


© of her eſtate quarterly; and, it be- 


© mg large, the dear woman has kept 
© up a grander equipage than ſhe did 
c in Somerſetſhire. We have now 
© been in this houſe near eight years, 
and, keeping little company, we 
have been happy in ourlelves, and 
© have, by numerous good offices, 


© contributed to the happineſs of 


© others. Our needle-work and our 
© books, and now and then a ride or a 


< walk, have been our principal avoca- 


© tions, I mean that of n.y aunt and 
© my Serena; for, as to myſelf, I have 
© not enjoyed a moment's eaſe; yuur 
© endearing form has ever been before 
© my eyes; and the tortures of my 
© foul, me perturbations of my heart, 


my aunt propoſed, as a ſcheme poli- 
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c you are buried, I'll write ſach a 
& letter to your father, as, perhaps, 
cc may entirely alter the ſyſtem he at 


my departing, dying, bleeding heart, 
even thy pen or tongue could never 
be able to deſcribe! I have reſolute. 
ly hitherto refuſed to hear from, or 
ſend to my father, or England; and 
my dear aunt has humoured my dif. 
poſition ſo far, as never to mention 
one word of the intelligence ſhe has, 
at times, received, I mult own, 
ſince your account of my poor father's 
repentance, ſo long ago, I burn to 


fling myſelf at his feet, to eaſe the 


tortures of his now altered mind; 
and, fince I have recovered my dear 
Thompſon, Yorkſhire will be the 
only agreeable ſpot to me in the world, 
I long to ſee your dear father and 


mother alſo, and my poor Fidele, and 


to return my thanks to your Mr. and 
Mrs. Goodwill, and all the reſt of 


our friends, and to be happy once 
more amongſt them. 


My couſin and 1 had been to ſee a 
lady of the court of Verſailles, when 
I faw you come down the walk, and 
heard your well-known voice; and 
the ſurprize (for I immediately 


thought, with the vulgar, it mult be 


an apparition) made me faint away, 
and the reſt that followed you arc ac- 
quainted with. Mr. Sharpley has 
alſo occaſion to remember eit, con- 


tinues my Louiſa, with a heavenly 


o 
c 
g 
£ 
. 
c 
c 
c 
o 
- 
. 
oy 
c 
6 
o 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
* 
o 
o 
o 
c 
c 


ſmile, for he loft his heart the mo- 


ment, he ſays, he ſaw my much- 
loved Serena; though I think, if I 
underſtand the language of their eyes, 
he has got.as precious a pledge in re- 
turn, When Mr. Sharpley was per- 
ſuaded to ftay that night, we en- 
deavoured to get your name, if haply 


you wore fleſh and blood about you; 


and his account of your adventures 
confirmed me we had both been im- 
poſed upon. I longed to know, if 
5 were really. as faithful to your 
oft Louiſa, as it was ſaid you was; 
and, your reſolution never to con- 
verſe with the ſex renderipg it im- 
poſſible to ſee you under that cha- 
rafter, I propoled to my aunt and 


couſin the reſolution I had taken, to 


get into your ſervice as a page. 
This you are ſenſible I did, through 
the good offices of Mr. Sharpley 
and I faithfully ſerved you, under 
the name of Eſtampe; but, Mr. 
Thompſon, if I loved you before 
with an intenſeneſs of affection, how 
muſt your Louiſa love you now! im- 

| proved 
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+ proved, in. knowledge! improved in 
* goodneſs! and fo conſtant to your 

© firſt affection, as often whilſt I at- 

© tended you, made me lift up my 

| Wo in thanks and praiſes to the 
c 


Imighty, for forming ſo excellent 


t a copy of his own perfections here 
© below !——In defence of this dear man, 
ſays Louiſa, turning to the two ladies 


and Mr. Sharpley, I did a thing be- 


© yond the uſual daring of my ſex, and 
6 fred a piſtol, and killed a man; but 
© there can be no wonder in all that, 
_ © ſeeing, if he had died, I ſhould ſoon 
© have followed him Come, Mr. 
© Thompſon, let us haſte to England 
© —my father can no longer deny his 
© conſent—he repents—you are rich, 


tand we Cannot live without each 


© other, and I will ſtudy to be grate- 
ful to you for all your conſtancy, by 


© ordering every future action of my 


© exiſtence, ſo as to pleaſe y life, 
© my lord, my buſband\' SE 
Thus the melodious, angelick voice, 
ceaſed the charmingly eloquent and 
ſenſible narration; and, for ſome time, 
buried, abſorbed in admiration, I could 
not utter one ſyllable, but fondly 


gazed, and devoured all her world of 


perfections with my eyes. At length 
I broke out into ſuch raptures, as well- 
' nigh, with mere over-ftraining na- 
ture, had robhed me of life. Lovely 
© dear Loviſa! heavenly maid! it is 
© impoſſible for me to expreſs what I 
© feel of thy matchleſs, unprecedented 
© virtues! Had I the tuneful tongue, 
© the gentle lyre of a Catullus, the 


© Horatian lute, the numbers of the 


© melting Waller, the prevailing art 
© of Sedley, I could then ſcarce do thy 
© merits adequate juſtice! Oh! 


& For thee each gladſome morn ſhall wake; 
© Grey een, replete with bliſs, retire; 

« My Lucy I will ne'er forſake, _ 
« But ſtill, to falt' ring age, admire, 


ct Ever the ſame, no diſcord ſhall decreaſe 
« Our ſettled happineſs, celeſtial peace. 
% Politeneſs ſmooth, and decency, ſhall 
| . ſway "Bi 
de Our thoughts, our acts, and reaſon's 
„? forceful ray.“ | 


Ves, we will return to the arms of 
© our friends, and the embraces of our 


WE Era I burn, I ſigh, I die, till I 
: 4 


ave thee mine for ever!” 
A Mr. Sharpley, her aunt, and Serena, 
were quite delighted with her manner 
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of relating her adventures; and all, in 
their turn, thanked her in the politeſt 
and wittieſt terms for the compliments 
ſhe had beſtowed upon them. And, 
is it true, ſays Sharpley, that I 
have got my Serena's heart? Bliſſ- 
© fulditcovery!—lIs it true, my angel ?? 
— Nay, 'aſk my couſin,” replied that 
amiable lady; my couſin ſays fo, and 
© ſhe never tells an untruth. He got 
up, embraced, her firſt, and then her 
mother; and never, ſure, were a hap- 


pier ſet of people ſeen together, 


THEY SETTLE THEIR AFFAIRS IN 
FRANCE—MADAM RICH DISPOS$ES 
OF HER HOUSE AND GOOD g-m 

THEY STAY SOME TIME IN PARIS 
— MEET WITH AN OBJECT OP 
CHARITY—THOMPSON RELIEVES 
HIM, NOTWITHSTANDING A FOR= 
MER PIECE OF ILL US AGE 
THEY TAKE LEAVE OF THEIR 
FRIENDS—SET OUT WITH PASS- 
PORTS FOR FLANDERS—ARRIVE 
AT WILLIAMSTADT — EMBARK 
FOR ENGLAND=—LAND AT HAR=« 


MIN Sharpley and myſelf ſoon ſet- 
tled what affairs we had to tran- 
ſact at Paris; and, having now 
fied our curioſity with the ſight of every 
thing worth viewing, we only waited 
till Madam Rich had diſcharged her 
ſervants, except the Engliſh ones ſhe 
brought over with her, and diſpoſed 
of the houſe ſhe had bought at St. 
Clou, and the furniture, which was 
very ſuperb; which ſhe ſoon did, 
to great adyantage, Mynheer Van 
Straaten, the Dutch reſident, makin 

a purchaſe of the whole. My Louiſa 
had lived ſo recluſe, ſince her being in 
France, that ſhe had not ſeen many of 
the remarkable publick places, build- 


ings, and palaces; ſo that we deter- 
mined to take lodgings at Paris for a 


fortnight, and do all we could, and 
dedicate the whole time for the enter- 
tainment of the ladies. One day, 
when we were at the Hotel Dieu, a re- 
covered patient, amongſt others, at- 
tended to ſhew vs the ſeveral wards and 
conveniences of that noble charity; 
and J ſoon found, by his accent, that 
he was an Engliſhman; and, looking 

e ſtedfaſtly 
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ſtedfaſtly upon him, methought I alſo 
recollected _his features. I aſked him 
where he was born in England, He 
faid in London, and that his name was 
Deacon. * I think 1 have heard of u 
© merchant of that name. I had a 
© brother a merchant, Sir," he replied, 
and I was his unfortunate ſucceſſor 
in the buſineſs.” 
vas really Mr. Deacon's bro- 
.ther, who had been the cauſe of m 
arreſt and impriſonment in the Fleet ſo 
many years before; but appeared to be 
in ſuch miſerable circumſtances, that I 
was reſolved I would not mertify him, 
by making myſelf known; for nothing 
can be greater cruelty, than to infult 
over the miſeries, even of an enemy: I 
was, inſtead thereof, teally concern- 
ed, and grieved to the higheſt degree; 
and all my old regard for his worthy 
brother returned freſh into my mind. 
I was curious to know how he came 
in an enemy's country, and what had 
reduced him to ſuch a forlorn ſituation. 
He informed me that he had ſuffered 
at loſſes in trade, before the war 
to fly to France, with a very ſmall 
ſum in his pocket, to avoid the miſe- 
_ ries of a gaol in his native country; 
that he lived ſome time as a clerk tq a 
merchant at Bouloghe, but, his ma- 
ſter failing, he could find no farther 


buſineſs in his own way, after ſpend- 


ing the little money he had in ſearch 
of it; and mere want induced him to 
inliſt as a common ſoldier, in the re- 
giment of Picardy; that, in a ſmart 
engagement between the French and 
the Allies, he had the misfortune to 
have two of his fingers ſhot off, and 
was diſcharged as unfit for ſervice; 
that he ſtrolled to Paris, begging moſt 
rt of the way, and was there taken 
14 in the ſtreet of an ague and fever, 


and ſent to the hoſpital by the pariſh 


where he was found; and hoped ſoon 
to be able to ſhift for himſelf, and get 
over to England, if he could get mo- 
ney to pay his paſſage, where he did 
not doubt of meeting with friends to 
ferve him; and, as he was a fugitive, 
of getting clear of his debts, by an act 
of inſolvency,” which he heard had 
lately pafſed. My heart was moved 
at his dreadful relation, and, calling 
him aſide, I told him I was his coun- 
tryman, and could not bear to ſee him 


in fo much diſtreſs, and begged he 


JI found now it 


ke out; and, at laſt, was obliged 
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would ſuffer me to make him à ſmall 
e on which I flipped twenty 
uis d'ors into his hand; and he was 
ſo overcome at the ſight of it, that he 
was ready to drop down before me; 
his face turned pale as death, and his 
knees tottered under him, Mr. Sharp. 
ay had an eye upon me; and, finding 
what I was about, approached, and 
told me he hoped 1 would let him ad- 
vance his mite to the relief of a coun. 
tryman under misfortunes, and made 
him accept of ten lows d'ors more; 
adding, If it had not been for you, my 
dear friend, I ſhould have made but 2 
© bad figure not long ago myſelf; we 
are all ſubject to the unavoidable il); 
of life, and ſhould conſider our fellow. 
creatures under ſuch calamities, ag 
6 types of what the beſt of us may one 
day be.” Madam Rich and the ladies 
would know the buſineſs we were 
about, and all three made him hand- 
fome preſents; upon which his joy 
flaſhed from his very eyes, and dwelt, 
in involuntary ſmiles, on his coun- 
tenance. | 
Soon after we took leave of Monſieur 
Du Pleſhs and his family, Monſieur 
Baſſompiere, Count Garonne, and all 
our friends in Paris, who loaded us 
with civilities; and, having obtained 
the proper paſſports, which we had a 
great deal of difficulty to do, we ſet 
out for Flanders, by the rout of Cam- 
bray, where, after ſtaying ſome time, as 
we did indeed in every remarkable place, 
for the eaſe, and, at the ſame time, 
for the entertainment of our fair fel. 
low-travellers, having obtained a ſafe 
condudt for any place where we met 
with the troops of France, we arrived 
at Antwerp; from whence, in a day 
and an half, we came to Williamſtadt, 
where we deſigned to embark for Eng- 
land. My Loviſa, Serena, and th: 
old lady, preſerved their healths and 
ſpirits ſurprizingly well, during this 
long and fatiguing progreſs, notwith- 
ſtanding, at many places in Flanders, 
the accommodations are ſo mean, that 
the loweſt wretch in England would 
grumble to be forced to take up with 
them: and this may be obſerved, for 
the honour of our country, that in 10 
art of the world you meet with ſuch 
fare, and ſuch. treatment, as in tit 
inns upon the roads in England. 
France and Holland come neareſt to ti: 
ſame ſtandard; but, as to the Spaniards, 
| 2 | Italians, 


Jo E THOMPSON. 


Ttalians, Gerryans, and all other peg- 

le in Europe, the uſage amongſt them 
is coarſe, but fricking; their accom- 
modations wretched, and their fare 
execrable, I was now quite gay, 
. pleaſed, and chearful; all the world 

appeared to me in an atniable light; I 
had no reſentment in my breaſt; man- 
kind were forgiven by me, for all their 


oddities and their follies, which now 


ſeemed rather virtues than crimes, 
Alas! how misfortune ſours a man to 
the reliſh of life; the leaſt thing ſaid 
or done, that contradicts his humour 
or particular fancy, is conſtrued into a 
fault.— Tired with living, fretted, 


and continually vexed by his uneaſy 


thoughts, or condition, he looks upon 
all men as his enemies, and ſees ab- 


ſurdities in their conduct, which, at 


another time, would only ſeem pecca- 
dilloes, and be eafily iooked over. 

We were the moſt at a loſs to pre- 
ſerve the decorums, in this country, 
due to the ſex; but with the aſſiſtance 
of the officers of both the French and 


Allies, we did tolerably well, and could 


generally provide one bed for the three 
ladies, in a country harraſſed by the 
marches and countermarches of, and 


the numerous devaſtations cauſed by 
two potent armies; and all che praiſe 


imaginable is due from me to the mili- 
tary gentlemen on both fides, who 
freely granted us eſcorts, where they 
thought it would contribute to our eaſe 
and ſafety, from poſt to poſt. Ye 
powers! did I ever think, could I 
y fas the Jeaſt idea, of enjoying thus 
* the fociety, without fear or inter- 
$ ruption, of my angelick Louiſa, now 
truly mine, ſince dead to all the 
world beſide; and if little tender 
fears, now and then, intruded them- 
ſelves, for her ſafety and protection, 
it ſprang from no ſuch low principle 
| as jealoufy, for that paſſion was 
quite loſt in the confidence I repaſed in 
the lovely creature: in thort, we were 
fuch a ſet of 
could poſſibly diſturb; we were ſecure 
of our freight, and myſelf and Sharp- 
ley a&ed o if we had the wealth of 
both Indies in our poſſeſſion. The 
elevation of ſentiment our ſoft com- 
panions inſpired, gave all our actions 
a noble and generous caſt; we were 
kind, even to a fault, to our ſervants, 
and beſtowed largeſſes upon the ſol- 


Kiers, with a princely magnificence, 


ople as nothing now 
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particularly to thoſe whoevery day ar- 
rived at Williamftadt from England, 


yet unacquainted with the hardſhips 


and fatigues of the war, 

We hired a veſſel for ourſelves, but, 
Captain Sharpley ſoon after meeti 
with the captain of a man of war of 
twenty guns, an old acquaintance, he 
got leave of the commodore to take us 
on board, and ſtand over to Harwich 
which he did, and we ſafely landed at 
that place, in thirty-fix hours after 
we weighed from Holland, making 
Captain Tripſack, our commander, a 
very handſome preſent for his good- - 
nature and 3 and beſtowing 
a conſiderable benefaction upon his 
brave and undaunted ſeamen. 


C HAP. XXVIII. 
Is ACCOSTED BY AN ACQUAINTs 
ANCE——MAKES HIM AN HAND- 
SOME PRESENT=—=THEY SET OUT 
FOR LONDON=ARE KNOWN AT 
COLCHESTER=BY WHOM 1s 
COVERED - THEY ARRIVE IN 
 LONDON=—SEND FOR MR. PRIG 


— TENDER G6CENE BETWEEN 
THOMPSON AND Miss RICH, 


E had juſt ſettled ourſelves, 

and were going to dinner at the 
beſt inn in the town, when word was 
brought me, that a gentleman, who 
had ſeen us come in, deſired to ſpeak. 
to me; upon which I d the favour 
of the meſſenger to deſire him to walk 
in; — he came; and at his firſt entrance 
I really did not at all remember him, 
but he no ſooner eſſayed to paſs the 
uſual compliments upon me, than I 
ſhaking his hand ith a good deal of 
heartineſs, ſaid, What—Mr. Briſk} 
my old friend—how could you know 
a man ſo much altered ſince you ſaw 
© him in the Fleet, both in habit and 
6 perſon ?“ Sir,” he replied, it was 
a long time before I could recolle& 
© you; but, at laſt, I did make ſhift 


* to remember Mr. Thompſon, m 


maſter's friend, whom I left but 
« yeſterday; and he telling me, you 


© was every day expected from France, 


© it added to my memory's ability.” I 


| aſked him, what brought him down 


to Harwich; he told me, that, by his 
maſter's recommendation, he was aps 
pointed clerk to the Britiſh commiſſary 
: D Ad 2 5 


för his former re 


and the voice, I knew it to be my ho- 
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in Flanders; and was going to Hel- 
voetſluys in the pacquet from Har- 
wich, having tranſacted firſt ſome bu- 
ſineſs fer Mr. Prig at Colcheſter. I 


- 


was glad to ſee this young: gentleman, - 
ta wWiſom 'I had forgot to be grateful 
xx and, willing at- : 


tendance under my misfortune; and 


after ftaying him to dinner, and en- 


teftaining him with agreeable ſatis- 
faction, I toek him aſide, and told 
him, that I was forry I had not thought 


of my obligations to him before L left» 


England; but I hoped he would excuſe 
me, and that it was not too late to ſhew 
him my 'gratitnde ; upon which IJ put 
a bank-note for an hundred pounds 
into his hands. He bluſhed, and would 
have refuſed the favour; but I inſiſted 
on his acceptance of it, and told him, 
that, when he came again to England, 
Fwould endeavour to ſettle him in his 
old profeſſion, in which, I was ſure, 
from the example of Mr. Prig, he 
would behave ſo as to become a bleſ- 
ſing, and not a curſe to the world, as 
too many attornies were. He was all 
rupture at my kindneſs, and returned 
me a million of thanks; but the pacquet 
being ready to ſail, I had not an op- 

ortunity of farther converſation, and 

e took his leave. 3 
The next day we hired a coach and 
à ſet of horſes, and ſet out full of joy 
for London. We were now upon 
Eugliſh ground, and haſtening to the 
embraces of our friends, who I did 


and had for a long time expected my 
arrival; though, as to Captain Sharp- 
tey and the ladies, they could have no 
Idea of the arrival o ſuch perſons. 
Oh! what floods of rapturous delight 
dverſpread our boſoms, the nearer and 
yearer we approached the place of our 


Mativities, or the ſcenes that were to 


terminate our uncommon adventures, 
in fo gladſome, {a happy an union, as 
we expected ſoon to experience !. At 
Colcheſter, when we had juſt alighted 
in the inn yard, L was ſeized by the 
arms of a gentleman in boots, who 
hugged me fo cloſely, ſo ſwiftly, and 
fo eagerly, that I had not time to diſ- 
cover who he was, till I heard him re- 
| 7. every now and then, My dear 
maſter Arrived at laſt my friend 
my ſor,” my every thing that is va- 


© luable!* and then, by- the expreſſion 


o 
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not doubt were impatient to ſee me, 


neſt, faithful Trumap. I returned his 
careſſes, with an enlive ning fervour, and 
an emotion of heart, that was inex- 
preſſibly touching tome—we ſhed tears; 
and my company ſoon. underſtood, by 
heaping me repeat, * Near Truman !! 
over and pyer; that he was that worthy 
domeſtick they had heard me to often 
celebrate the praiſes of. Weretired into 
a room, and I preſented him to Sharp- 
ley and the. Jadies, who careſſed him 
without meaſure: when he appro che 
my Louiſa, he ſtarted back ſme paces, 
and, lifting up his hands and eyes, 
turned towards me, and ſaid, Ah, 
dear Sir, what do I ſee | you are either 
very happy, or my fancy has cheated 
© me with an illuſion; ſure, it is Miſs 
Rich, whom I have ſo often ſeen in 
© Yorkſhire, ariſen from the dead, and 


* whom you have ſo ſorely, and for ſo 


© many years, ſo juſtly lamented.— 
© Yes,” the dear, maid replied, * I can't 
© keep ſo good a friend to Mr. Thomp- 
5 ſon in the pain of ſuſpenſe: I am 
© that perſon, and have as fincerely 
* lamented your miſter, who I thought 
© was loſt for ever.“ Truman fell on 
his knees, and kiſſed her hand, again 
and again, , and was fo tranſported, 
that for ſome time he could only utter 
ſuch disjointed ſentences, as the ful- 
neſs of his joy would permit. He 
danced, he ſung, and practiſed over ſo 
many different movements of paſſion, 
that I feared iy would turn his brain, 
When ſomewhat calwcr, he, on my 
enquiry, told me, Mr. Goodwill and 
his ipouſe, Mr. and'Mrs. Bellair, and 
Miſs Sukey, were in town, and that 
he left them at' My, Diaper's, where 
his fon alfo was, in earneſt expectation 
of my arrival; that, at their deſire, 
and from his own impatience to ſee me, 
he had undertaken to croſs in the 
pacquet to Halland, and, having ob- 
tained a proper paſſport, to wait upon 
me at Paris, for which purpoſe he had 
got as far as Colcheſter on his way, 
when he had the good fortune to meet 
us in ſo ſurprizing and ufiexpected a 
manner. Your father, Sir, added 
he, has been in town twice fince your 
© laſk letters; but is at preſent gone 
* down again to Vorkſhire, where he 
© hopes ſoon to ſee you. He did not 
remember any thing of Sharpley, till he 
told him who he was, at which he em: 
braced him feelingly, and con ratulated 
him on his ſafe arrival in England, 155 
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JOE THOMPEON, 


8 | 
ing bim, bis father was very well, with 
the whole family: © But: Sir,” he con- 
tinued, is my dear lady here to be 
« diſcovered immediately? If I might 


« adviſe, I would perſuade her to be 
c diſguiſed, that ſhe may ſee Sir Wal- 
ter, without his knowing her, and, 


© which I am ſure he will be ready to 
* do,' he may give her to your arms 


f himſelf, without knowing he be- 
« ſows his daughter upon, you, whoſe 


©-loſs, and the injuries he has cauſed 
to vou, he ſtill laments in the moſt 
« affecting manner. We liſtened with 
pleaſure jo his n and reſolved 

e in execution, and to 


to put his ſche 
keep her revival to life a ſecret to every 
one, till our marriage w's performed; 


and, by Madam Rich's deſire, I would 


keep him no longer, but ſent him up 


to town, with a commiſſion to hire a 
ready- furniſhed houſe for the ladies in 


the moſt genteel part of the town, till 


J had ſettled my affairs in London, and 


could attend them into Yorkſhire. We 
now, on that account, to give him pro- 
per time, ſtaid ſome days at Colcheſter; 


and, in the rout to London, employed 
as much time as we could, fo that it 


was near a week before we entered into 
that (to me, well-known) er gears 


which we did in the evening; and' 


Truman waiting, according to a letter 


of advice I ſent him, at the White 


Hart Tavern in Holborn, we immedi- 
ately took another coach, and convey- 
ed our fair and dear companions to an 
houſe in Red Lion Square, which we 
found Truman had made choice of 
with a great deal of judgment; every 
thing about it being in the moſt polite 


and elegant taſte. 


The next day, with Sharpley, I went 
to the Temple Exchange Coffee houſe, 
drefſed in the richeſt manner, and, go- 
ing into a room above ſtairs, ſent the 
waiter away to Mr, Prig's chambers, 
to acquaint him, that two gentlemen 

q to ſpeak with him. Prig I 
found was very particular in enquiring 


iter our appearance, &c. no doubt, 
SE fuſpecting it Was me, and ſoon after 
arrived; I got up and ſtood at the 

t 


window, with my back towards the 
door, have given Sharpley a letter for 
him, as from me, ind proper inſtruc- 
tions how.to behave, When he came 


n, Mr. Sharpley aſked him if his name 
158 Prig; to which, having anſwered 


N the a : rmative, he told him, he had 
(Ne 6947; *3 5 * Tags 7 


K K K a A K K K a a A 


209 


ſeen a gentleman in France, one Mr. 
Thompſon, who had deſired him to- 
bring him that letter, and to drink 2 
glaſs of wine with him. $5 "Thompſon, ; 
* Sir,* ſays he; © you honoyr me, and 
© oblige me!—How does that dear 


friend do whom we have expected 
every day in England ?'— I left 


him, Sir, replies Sharpley, © in a 
© very bad ſtate of health; but 


© Good God, the other interrupted 


with a ſigh, © is he at Paris, Sir? 
He was there, Sir, when I was there.“ 
— I'll go over in the pacquet and ſee 
© my valued friend, let what will bei 
© the conſequence.” He ſpoke this ſo 
touchingly, that I could refrain no 
longer; and, turning round, . cried, - 
© No, my dear Sir, you ſhall have na 
«ſuch fatiguing journey; behold your, 
© Thompſon here, and more yours than 
© ever!* He jumpe from his ſeat, and, 
after gazing wilhtully upon me, ran 


into my arms, and almoſt devoured 


me with embraces; which I returned 
as cordially, and it was ſome time be- 
fore we were able to ſpeak: it was all 
madnels of extaſy; and Sharpley was, 
forced merrily to interpoſe, to bring 
us to the level of rational creatures, 
E then let him know who that gentles 
man was, and he was quite overjoyed 
to ſee him; and the relation of our ad- 
ventures gave him freſh and added ſa- 
tis faction. Well, gentlemen,” ſays 
he, thank Providence you are return- 
© ed ſafe and happy, which will glad 
the hearts of all your friends, as 
much as it does mine. Your Mr. 
Diaper, and all the reſt that are in 
London, long as much to ſee you as 
they ever did for any thing in the 
world; my briend, and Mr. Good- 
will, have ſtaid in London a conſi- 
derable ſpace of time on purpoſe: but 
what do you think? Prim and his 
family are come to England, and L 
am juſt now preparing the title-deeds 
of an eſtate he has purchaſed near 
© Cheſhunt in Hertfordſhire,” This 
more and more increaſed my fatisfac- 
tion, already riſen to a great height; 
and I could not help, though L had re- 
ſolved to the contrary, to impart to 
Prig the ſecret of my having found my 
long-loſt Louiſa; at which he was ll 
wonder and aſtoniſhment, and exclaim- 
ed on the goodneſs of Providence, and 
the ſurprizing ways it every day takes 
to bleſs mankind, 2 
R Prig 


nus preſented our jewe 
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Theft him, and was ſtill unmarried; 


but by the great and extraordinary fa - 
vours beftowed on him by Mr. Good - 
will and Mr. Bellair, and the recome ' 


mendations of Mr. Diaper and my 
father, had ſuch a flow of ſucceſs in 
his profeſſion, that, he was already ſet 
above the world, and had acquired a 
nteel fortune. | 


_ 


I begged him not to give the leaſt 


hint to our other friends of my arrival, 


- becauſe I intended to go down to Mr. 
| Diaper's, and ſurprize them agreeably . 


by my preſence; and that the recovery 
of Lou might be a ſecret to every 


body but himſelf: we then took him 


with us to ſup with the three ladies, 


and he was ſtruck with admiration at 


the charms of my Louiſa and her con- 
verſation, and repeated, as he went 


away, feyeral times to me, * She is a 


© a moſt lovely creature I never ſaw 
< ſuch a beauty before !? n 

Mr. Sharpley and J had been in the 
. city with Prig, and I had bought a 
rich diamond folitaire, and he had pur- 


chaſed a magnificent pair of ear- rings, as 


preſents for our two miſtreſſes, and ſome 
trinkets for the old lady, and had hired 
a coach and chariot of a proper perſon, 
to attend them during their ſtay in Lon- 
don: after Prig was gone, we each of 

4 and I had the 
kappineſs to put mine round the deli- 
cate neck of my angel, who was quite 
ſtruck with the action, and ſaid, © You 
* are very gallant, my dear Mr. 
e Thompfon, and ſtudy ſo many ways 
© ta oblige me, that I can't expreſs the 
tender ſentiments that croud into my 
© mind towards you.'—* Ah! lovely 
* maid," I replied, can I do too 
much, in the whole future coyrſe of 
* my life, to merit the regards of the 
s dear creature, who has ſuffered ſo 
much on my account, and is ſuch a 
miracle of beauty, truth, and con- 
© ftancy?* Serena received her preſent 
with joy, and the old lady took it ſo 
well that we remembered her 1p theſe 
triſles, that ſhe was in an extreme good» 
humour upon it, and told Sharpley, 
that ſhe would take care and make him 
ſuch ſatisfaction, that, on his marriage, 
beſide her daughter's fortune, ſhe would 
give him ap eſtate, that ſhould equal 
him with the beſt gentleman in the 


county of York, Sharpley and Serena 


both threw their armꝭ about her nech, 


JOE” THOMPSON: 


Prig was juſt the ſame man as when 
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nd embraced this Kind mother; and 


e were ſo tranſported with each other's 
company, that it was very late before 
we left them to retire to a lodging Tru. 
man had provided for us in the neigh. 
bourhood. The next day, I ordered 
Truman to let me have bank- bills to 
the value of a thouſand pounds, one of 
which I turned iato guineas, and put- 
ting all together into a rich purſe, 
which I had purchaſed on purpoſe for 
the occaſion, I waited on the ladies, 


and, taking my Loviſa into her cloſet, 


I began thug, My lovely creature! 
I row hope you look upon yourſelf as 
mine, and that you ought. to ſhare 
« with me that fortune Providence has 
permitted me to gain, and which, if 
Sir Walter had it in his power to 
deny his conſent to our union, or 
ſhould deprive us of his favour, 
is ſufficient to make us happy! 1 
can't bear you ſhould be ic: ger 
obliged to Madam Rich, for what 
you may have 1n your own perſon, 
and really do poſſeſs. Take this purſe, 
and it's contents, which will iuflice 
for the remainder of your expences 


A 
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—— with every thing you ſhall 
ave an uſe or fancy for, before we 
© ſet out for Yorkſhire.* The dear an- 


= gel looked at me with a world of ten- 


lerneſs, whilſt I was ſpeaking, and 
then broke forth into the following 
ſpeech !—* My dear Thompſon, I ac- 
«© cept your generous preſent, in truſt 
for your uie, and hope I ſhall ma- 
nage this with the ſame prudence I 
ſhall always ſtudy to behave with in 
your affairs. I do always look on 
myſelf as yours, and only yours; fox 
my father has, I think, greatly for- 
feited his authority over me by his 
pſage : but till let us practiſe all the 


he diſcovers his daughter, under the 
character of your wife, why let him 
diſpoſe of the dirty acres as he 
pleaſes; I have ſtock of affection 
ſufficient I hope to compenſate for 
their loſs to you ; but 1 look for 
happier things, and believe he will 


To ſay I am ſurprized at your pre- 
ſent, would be gloſſing too much the 
ſentiments of my mind; for, know- 
ing my dear Thompſon, I know 
capable of every thing good, anc 


in your maiden ſtate, and provide 


duty due to parents, and then if he 
refuſes his conſent, or is angry when 


now be proud of his ſon-in-law} 
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* kind; and gen 
© which way—ſhall I, can I, reward 
_ © hisgoodneſs to his Louiſa ?“ Your 


erous; but how 


5 being ſenſible only, my ſweeteſt 
Louiſa, of my pains, my ſufferings 
* —your =. ng 
© conſenting to bleſs me with that 
© world of charms—to give me that 
ſoft hand to be mine for ever—is 
more than a recompence for ages of 
torture.—And, ah! for ever, ſhall 
the dear condeſcending gentleneſs be 
the guide, the motive to all my ac- 
tions. I will haſte, love, and finiſh 
my affairs in town, and prepare to 
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can have no alloy.” 


CHAP. XXIX. 


HE GOES DOWN TO MR. DIAPER'S 
oy ON SEEING HIM—CARRIES 
THEM TO SEE HIS LOUISA—RE- 
CEIVES LETTERS FROM MR. SA- 
 RIS—GENEROSITY OF THAT GEN- 


TLEMAN—MR. GOODWILL's EX- 


CESSIVE KINDNESS—VISITS MR. 
PRIM—HE FINISHES THE SET- 
TLEMENT OF HIS AFFAIRS— 

' THEY SET OUT FOR YORKSHIRE, 


HEN a week more had paſſed, 

in which we were taken up in 

viſiting all the curioſities in the city and 
neighbourhood of London, to which 
our Louiſa and her couſin Serena were 
as yet ſtrangers,, never having been 1n 
that metropolis before; I could not 
farther reſtrain the impatience I was 
agitated with to ſee my dear friend, 


and the reſt of the amiable ſociety, 


who, we underſtood by Prig, were 
ſtill at my old maſter's in the country; 
and, 3 that gentleman, 
Captain Sharpley, and Truman, ac- 


companied me there. As we approach- 


ed the well-known ſpot, it recalled to 
my memory a thouſand former ſcenes 
| of happineſs and miſery that had oc- 
curred to me; but all this ſerved now 
only to increaſe my preſent ſatisfa&ion, 
which was unbounded. We arrived; 
and I was no ſooner entered the room 
where they were at dinner, than I was 
univerſally known at firſt ſight, and 
they had well-nigh, in their hurry of 
riſing to congratulate my appearance, 
. overturned the table they were * 
at, My maſter, Mr. Goodwill, an 


my paſſion, your 


launch into an ocean of bliſs, which 
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Mr. Bellair, were never tired of ſtrain- 
ing me in their arms; the ladies gazed 
upon me with the utmoſt fondneſs, and 
wept l with mere joy. I re- 
turned their careſſes with intereſt, and 
& a flood of tears, which my full 
heart could not reſtrain: but, as to my 
friend and myſelf, it was all delight 
and tranſport that ſeized us, and we 
were near a quarter of an hour in one 
another's embraces, ſaying all the ten- 
der and affectionate things that inſpired 
our boſoms, When we were ſome- 
what calmer, our diſcourſe, however, 


was equally touching, and we were 


never tired of making fond enquiries 
into cach other's health and welfare, 
and the accidents that had befallen us. 
They knew moſt part of what had 


happened to me from Mr. Diaper; but, 
as to what had paſſed fince our ſailing 


from the Cape of Good Hope, I was 


_ obliged to recount it to them, which I 


did in as ſuccin& a manner as poſſible; 
and, notwithſtanding my reſolution to 
the contrary, I could not help letting 


them into the miracle of my recover- 


ing my Louiſa, knowing it concerned 
us only to keep it a ſecret from Sir 
Walter; at which eyes and hands were 
lifted up in wondering admiration at 
the goodneſs of Heaven! and then 
they all burſt out into freſh congratu- 
lations to me on my inexpreſſible hap- 
pineſs, and propoſed the next day to 
pay a viſit to the ladies our fellow- ad- 
venturers. Captain Sharpley, whoſe 
father was known to them intimately, 


was received with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
and every one at firſt ſight entertained 


a friendſhip for him, particularly my 
dear Diaper ; and we three happy lovers 
exulted together upon the bliſsful ſitu- 
ation we were at preſent witneſſes to in 
each other. We went to town the 
ſame day to prepare wy Louiſa, Ma- 
dam Rich, and Serena, for the intended 
viſit, that was to be paid to them on 
the morrow; and I entreated my 
deareſt maid to dreſs herſelf in the 
richeſt manner ſhe could; which ſhe, 
ſmiling, promiſed to comply with. She 
aſked me, if I had heard any thing 
more of her papa: I told her, he was 
well as ever, but {till as much grieved 
at what had happened in our affairs, 
and for her loſs; that the ſquire, as 
Mrs. Goodwill had informed me, was 
ſtill at his own ſeat at Doncaſter; and, 
notwithſtanding all the arts he could 


ule, 


* * 
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uncle, who had been informed 


His 


villainies, by one of the fellows that 
attended him, when I was laſt uſed ſo 


ill by him; and, again, his meanneſs 


and baſeneſs in perſuading him that 
he had killed me, by which report he 
bad loſt his Louiſa, had more and 


more exaſperated him againſt him: he 


as at the fine and 
Louiſa made; her dreſs was ma 


had been informed, by the very perſon 
-who wrote me the letter of caution 


when I was at my father's, of my 


life's having been attacked by his pro- 


curement, near his own houſe. He 


had pardoned that fellow for his ho- 


neſty, but had by continual proſecu- 


tions driven the reſt out of the county, 
as a facrifice for the injuries I had re- 


ceived from him; and that he was at 


r in ſuch a temper, that it was 
elieved, if no art at all were uſed, he 


- would readily, at the unexpeRed fight 
of us, conſent to our marriage. All 


this gave my Louiſa new ſpirits, and 


ſhe cried, © Oh! how I long to ſoothe 


© the pains of this cruel, yet repentant 
father! Our viſitors arrived the next 
day, and we introduced them to Ma- 
dam Rich, who entertained them whilſt 
Sharpley and myſelf went to bring in 
our adorable miſtreſſes. I never was 
ſurprized at any ms before, ſo much 
0 


ifi- 


cent to the laſt degree, and fie was all 


bling panting boſom, 


over apparently a climax of ſtars that 


blazed in the jewels that adorned her : 


round her neck hung the ſolitaire I 


nad preſented to her, and at a locket my 
picture in miniature, which Thad a ſat 


on purpoſe to oblige her, in the trem- 


them into the apartment, and all the 


_ ſenſes the company had were now re- 
duced to one, in viewing our two love- 


ly, delightful fair-ones ! 


in general, ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at 


her numerous graces, advanced to meet 
her, and ſaluted her as a perſon of 


whom they had received the higheſt 
ſentiments of regard and affection, 
and expreſſed after ſome time by their 


Actions and ſpeech, how much they 
were pleaſed with her converſation, 
Serena had her ſhare alſo in the praiſes. 


that were beſtowed, and thoſe two and 


Miſs Bellair immediately commenced 


. a friendihip for each other; young Mr, 


. Jo E THOMPSON. 
uſe, had never been able to Ry his 
0 


vely figure my 


We brought 


"Mr. Goodwill, Mr. Bellair, Mr. 
Diaper, Mr. Prig, and all the ladies 


- Diaper, who was the only one , preſent 


ſhe had ſeen before, was particularly 
taken notice of by her, and he wh'(. 
red me, that he thought her infinite. 
y improved, and ftill more wile ang 
more lovely. In ſhort, before they 
arted, they almoſt adored her; and 
rs. Diaper, hugging me to her, ſaid, 
« Joey, 1 1 ou would be happy 
© atlaſt; and ſee, Providence has ble. 
© ſed both you and my ſon with it's 
© choiceſt gifts, to whom I conſtantly 
© return unfeigned thanks for it's 
* goodneſs to you, and for the bleſſings 
© it thereby provides for your fathers 
© and mothers, and your friends. — 
And what, added her ſpouſe, is a 
prodigious increaſe to all this joy is, 
what few perſons can ſay; they have 
not only been returned ſafe themſelves 
to our arms, but find all their friends 
as ſafe and well, after eight years ab- 
ſence, or more, as when we had al! 
the grief of parting with them. And 
thus, indeed, Providence has bleſſed 
us; and be it's goodneſs ever adored !' 
After this firſt interview, they fre- 
quently waited upon each other, and 
Louiſa often went. to Mr. Diaper's 
with her aunt and couſin, and to the 
houſes of Mr.' Bellair and Mr. Good- 
will in town, who were ſo enamoured 
of our angelick family, that they were 
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never eaſy out of their company. Mr, 


Sharpley was generally for the latter 
part of our ſtay in London, for I 
wrote, when I firſt arrived, to my 
dear father and mother, that I would 
be down in a month or fix weeks at 
fartheſt, their ſquire and conductor: 
as to myſelf and Truman, with the 
aſſiſtance of Prig, we were buſy in 
ſettling my concerns, and putting my 


money into the funds, which I looked 


upon as my duty till I could better em- 
ploy it; for nothing can become a true 
Engliſhman more than to aſſiſt the go- 
vernment, which is at preſent ſupport- 
ed againſt it's enemies attacks, as much 
or more by the influence of the monied 
people, to whom the preſent eftabliſh- 
ment is a ſecurity for their fortunes, as 
by the ſhare they have in the hearts of 
the whole kingdom, who muſt own 
the bleſſings they derive from their 
mild and merciful ſway, My mer- 
chandize, as well as that of Mr. Sa- 
ris, moſt of the produce of which 
Truman had paid to his order, and 
what belonged to himſelf had been 

turned 
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JoE THOMPSON. 
turned into caſh by Truman, except 


ſuch things as I reſerved for my Loui- 
A's uſe, and for pretents to my fa- 
ther, mother, and other friends, to 
whom alſo Mr. Diaper had bcen pretty 

rofuſe of the curioſities of the eaſtern 
world, About this time I received a 
letter from our friend Saris, Truman 
having received ſeveral before I came 
over, which was to this effect, in an- 
{wer to one from me 


© MY PEAREST FRIEND, 


* M Y trouble was exceſſive when I 


© underſtood by Truman's laſt, 
* that you had been taken in your pal- 

« ſage, and was a priſoner. in France 

© but, thank God, I now have re- 

© ceived one from your own hands, that 

* teſtifies to me, to my infinite ſatis- 

faction, that you are as happy, after 
© aſeries of uncomman events in your 
behalf, as love, wealth, and your 
© native country, can make you! I re- 

« joice greatly at this turn of kind Pro- 

« vidence in your fayour, and beg to 
hear from you every now and then, 
but particularly when you have made 

* the adorable Louiſa your own. As 

© to poor Saris, he never intends to 

© move from this ſpot, where his whole 

« time 1s ſpent in the care of a dear 

* ſon, and the friendſhip of Sir Tho- 

© mas, whom you have often heard 

me mention; yet all the while I am 

© devoured by a flow and deadly me- 
« lancholy for my unhappy fate in the 

* loſs of my dear wife, which nothing 

can eaſe but the obliterating arms of 
death, to which I ſhall give myſelf 
no concern, let my deſcent be ever 

© ſo ſoon. Truman has remitted me, 

in your abſence, all I could demand 

* {ave about 3ool. which I beg that 

faithful creature would accept of as 

* a token of my gratitude for the many 

© ſervices he has done me, and for 
« which I have incloſed a diſcharge : 

may Heaven bleſs you, my worthy 
* dear Thompſon, in all your good 
* undertakings! and may you reap 
© thoſe felicities in this world, which 
© were denied to your truly affect ionate 
and] faithful friend, and obliged 
* bumble ſervant, 


© WILLIAM SARIS! 
6 Conn, Ir II =. 
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I Was pleaſed to hear. of our friend's 
welfare, and, with Truman, ſtruck 
with this inſtance of the generoſity of 
his temper : with this increaſe, he had 
a fortune of near 4000 l. which put 
that faithful friend and ſervant in the 


fate he could never have flattered him- 


felf with obtaining, had he ftaid in 
England, and notgone abroad with me. 
We both of us wrote anſwers to his 


Kind letters, and promiſed to preſerve 


our correſpondence with him that way, 
as often as we had an opportunity. 

The laſt thing I had now remaining 
to ſettle was my account with Mr. or 
rather Mrs. Goodwill, who had gene- 
rouſly ventured two thouſand pounds 
with me when I went to the Indies ; 
but, after all I could urge, neither he 
nor ſhe would accept of one farthing 
more than the original ſum, I was ſo 
acquainted with their kindneſs and af- 
fection for me, that I was not ſurprized 


ſo much as I otherwiſe ſhould have 


been, and ſtill infiited there was twelve 


thouſand pounds due to them, when- 


ever they pleaſed to call for it. If 

* fo,” replies Mr. Goodwill, * we will 
© make you our Reward, to employ it 
© for the good of mankind, which no- 


© body underſtands better how to do.“ 


He carried me to his uncle, and moſt 
of the directors, to return thanks for 
their goodneſs to me; and to the for- 
mer I made ſome preſents of value that, 
I had ſent home, which he received 
at my hands with great good-nature 
and pleaſure, And now all being read 

for going into my native county, which 
I longed heartily to ſee, I begged Prig 
and Sharpley to accompany me to pay 


a viſit to Prim, who was gone from 


London to his new ſeat in Hertford- 
ſhire; and accordingly we ſet out, and 
got there about dinner-time, As, by 
my friend's account, he every day ex- 
pected to ſee me, he was not much 
ſtartled, but received me with that open 
and fincere friendſhip that ever had 
diſtinguiſhed his actions. His lady 
was hut in a bad ſtate of health, or he 
would have accompanied us into York - 
ſhire, where all the reſt of my friends 
had promiſed to repair. He gave me a 


detail of what had happened to him 
ſince we met at (ea, and informed me 
that his old tyrant, Captain Surly, with 
kis nephew, were, going on ſhore at 

wi an 
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an iſland, (one of the Ladrones) mur- 
dered by, the inhabitants, in revenge 
for having ſeized one of the natives, a 
female, and carried her on board his 
ſhip to gratify his brutal luſt, This 
account he received from the ſuper- 
cargo, who took his part when the 
captain beat him ſo violently in his 
cabbin. He rejoiced without meaſure 
at my having recovered my Louiſa, and 
we parted, after his making a reſolu- 
tion to viſit me in Yorkſhire as ſoon as 
his wife's illneſs would permit him. 

All things ready, Mr. Goodwill and 


his lady, and Mr. Diaper and his lady, 


in Mr. Goodwill's coach and fix; Mr. 
and Mrs. Bellair, Miſs Sukey, and 
my dear Diaper, in Mr. Bellair's coach; 
and Madam Rich, Serena, my Louiſa, 
and Sharpley, in a *coach Mrs. Rich 
had bought in London, with a ſplen- 
did retinue of ſervants, ſet out for 
Yorkſhire. Myſelf, Mr. Prig, and 
Mr. Truman, rode on horſeback, and 
generally kept a mile beforethe coaches, 
to provide refreſhments, quarters, and 
accommodations, which was our de- 
partment, Never was a ſet of happier 

eople! Content ſat on every face, and 
joy unbounded diftended every breaſt 
with rapturous emotions! And, as to 
the three lovers, never were creatures 
ſo altered! no uneaſy pangs from ab- 
ſence, or jealous ſuggeſtions of deſpair- 
ang frenzy, now atlaulted our boſoms, 
and we experienced | 


Good after in, and, after pain, delight 


Alternate, like the ſcenes of day and night. 


— 


C HAP. XXX. 


ARRIVI AT MR. BELLAIR's—ONLx 
THOMPSON AND SHARPLEY SET 
OUT FOR MR, THOMPSON'S WITH 


 TRUMAN=—THEY ARRIVE THERE 


 e—]OYOUS EMOTIONS OF HIS PA- 
THER AND MOTHER=——THEY WAIT 
ON MR. ARCHER AND MR. SHARP- 
LEY — VISIT THEIR FRIEND S— 
RECEIVE A MESSAGE FROM SIR 
WALTER RICH - VISIT HIN 
WHAT PASSES UPON IT. 


WI arrived happily at Mr. Bel- 
lair's ſeat, where he inſiſted 
we ſhould repoſe ourſelves tome days, 
and were entertained with his uſual 


genteel hoſpitality, and he contrived 


— 
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all the pleaſures he could to divert the 
ladies, and make their ſtay agreeah's 
to them. It was here agreed amongſt 
us, that only myſelf, Sharpley, and 
Truman, ſhould proceed to my father's, 
as well to get proper quarters for ſo 
numerous a company, as to keep our 
arrival a greater ſecret from Sir Wal- 
ter; and, accordingly, we ſet out, aftcr 
recommending our lovely miſtreſſes to 


the care of my friend Diaper, who, at 


this ſhort ſeparation, could hardly 
withold the tears that ſtood ready to 
ſtart from their eyes, upon which Prig 
bantered them very ſmartly. We made 
ſuch expedition, that we ſoon arrived 
within Echt of the dear and well-known 
plains where firſt we drew our vital 
breath. Ye groves,” I cried, re- 
© ceive under your cooling ſhade once 


more your old inhabitants! Ye mur— 


muring ſtreams, that o'er the. unnumi— 
ber'd idle pebbles ſtray, once more 
bring your bubbling notes to our 
liſtening ears! Ye reſponſive echoes, 
once more repeat, in imitative ſtrains, 
the name, the wondrous charms, of 
my Louiſa, that dwells upon my 
tongue! Ye conſcious bowers, to 
lovers ſighs and vows for ever ſacred, 
holy, once more to you we breathe 
the amorous tale of ſoft, endcaring 
tranſports, now our own !* 5 
Mr. Sharpley gave me the compli. 
ment of going firſt to my father's, 
where we arrived; and, giving our 
horſes to 'Truman, who ſtaid without, 
enquired of a ſervant, whoſe face I 
well remembered, if Mr. Thompſon 
was within, He looked earneſtly at 
me, and I could perceive by his not 
anſwering, and the viſible alteration 
of his countenance, that he knew me, 
which a little diſconcerted us; and, 
before we could ſtop him, he opened 
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the parlour-door with eager haſte, and 


cried Oh, Sir!-—Oh, Madam !—my 
© young . maſter 15—come home! 


There needed no more. —My dear mo- 


ther crying out, and running into the 
paſſage, which we had juſt traverſed 
as far as the door, would have fainted 
and fell, but that I caught her in my 
arms, repeating, © Beſt and moſt- loved 
of mothers! behold, at laſt, your 
© ſon, who never will leave you more, 
© nor more will cauſe you tears!'— 
© And is it thee, my deateſt; deareſt 
Joey !' ſhe replied. © How bleſſed! 
© how. happy am II— But yet—how 

| altered 
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4 altered !--Svre it cannot —it muſt 
it muſt be he —I feel it here—my 
© heart confeſſes him.!* All this while 
I did not fee my father; and as ſoon 
as my mother was: ſomewhat calmed, 
though ſtill ſhe wildly gazed, ſhe led 


me into the parlour; and Sharpley, who 


had taken no notice, nor been taken 


notice of, followed me.—We found 


that excellent man juſt riſen, trembling, 
from his knees, where he had been 
pouring forth ejaculations of praiſe 


for this happineſs! He advanced to- 
wards me, the colour now going from, 


and now coming into his face alter- 
nately, and he could ſcarcely ſupport 
himſelf from falling, whilſt I ruſhed 


into his arms, and we both uttered the 


fondeſt, the moſt warm expreſſions of 


paternal affection—filial love and duty! 
Reaſon, at length, reſumed her empire 
over us, and our ſpirits more compoſed, 
Sharpley ſeizing my mother round the 


neck, and then kiſſing the hands of my 


father, ſaid, Sure, dear Sir - deareſt 
© Madam—you have another ſon— 
© that yet you have not acknowledged! 
They ſtared wiſhfully on him, but 
were ſtill at a loſs to know him; till 
I cried—* Ah! can you forget your 


* Sharpley, Sir?' They both roſe at 


this, and careſſed him in the kindeſt, 
tendereſt manner, which he returned 
with a becoming warmth. We then 
ſent a ſervant to relieve Truman, who 
was received by my father and mother 
as a valued friend. By this time all 
the neighbourhood were apprized by 
the ſervants of our arrival, the bells 
rung, and the farmers came in, to 
congratulate us, I hugged the honeſt 


people in my arms, and was tranſported 
to ſee them; and, as to Solfa, he had ſo 


much feeling upon the occaſion, that 
he could hardly ſpeak, whilſt Sharpley 
and I embraced this honeſt friend to 
our boyiſh years. My father, at my 
deſire, ſet open his doors, and gave all 
the pariſh a hearty welcome to the beſt 
of cheer; and the next day we went 


over to Mr. Sharpley's, who was ſo 


overcome with this providential re- 
covery of his ſon—and in ſuch com- 
pany—ſo happy. in his love—that he 
dwelt for ever on the pleaſing topick, 
and never ceaſed embracing us; and 
Mr. Archer alſo, to whom I gave tid- 
ings of our other friend, was almoſt 
ready to die with joyous emotion. The 

accompanied us to ſee all our old friends 
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and aſſociates of the neighbouring vil” 
lages and hamlets, who thought them- 
ſelves happy in the notice we took of 
them; 18 þ I begged my father, in my 
name and young Mr. Sharpley's, to 
give five hundred pounds in charities 
to the diſtreſſed poor, and the induſtri- 
ous labourers, of his pariſh, which 
raiſed their love and veneration of me 
to a height like adoration, I was con- 
gratulated by every one upon my good 
fortune ; and, in a day or two-after 
our arrival, an opportunity ſerving, 


we, at their defire, related our adven- 


tures to my father and mother, Mr. 


Archer, and Mr. Sharpley: but when 


I came to that part of my ſtory where 
I had found, ſo miraculouſly, my 


Loouiſa, it was a long time before I 


could obtain belief, though from per- 
ſons that confided in my veracity, till 
our joint proteſtations of the truth, 
and, as a proof, her being ſo near us, 
confirmed what we ſaid. Never were 
people ſo beſide themſelves with joy— 
the bliſs to them was unutterable! My 
father himſelf could not refrain from 
ſhewing the ſhare he took in my feli- 
city, by the moſt tranſporting acts of 
ſatisfaction; and my mother now 
wept,” and now ſmiled exultingly at 
having recovered her dear, dead Louiſa! 
They promiſed, however, to keep the 
ſecret till a proper time for diſcovery ; 
and my father's, Mr. Sharpley's, and 
Mr. Archer's houſes being ſufficient- 
to entertain all our illuſtrious gueſts, 


they begged they might have that ho- 


nour; and my mother beſpoke Louiſa 
to be with her till our nuptials, which 
I readily granted. 

I was juſt deſigning to pay a viſit to 
Sir Walter, whoſe, pulle I longed to 
feel; and, indeed, I longed to ſee him, 
and all my old regard for him was re- 
turned, when he ſent a ſervant to me to 
deſire my company at his houſe; and I, 
taking Captain Sharpley with me, im- 
mediately obeyed the ſummons. We 
found him in the apartment in which 
I had enjoyed ſo much happineſs, in a 
mourning dreſs, which he had worn 
conſtantly ever ſince he received the 
news of his daughter's death! At the 
ſight of me, (for he knew-me imme- 
diately) the old baronet burſt into 
tears, and taid, * Ah, Mr. Thompſon ! 
© you are too good—1 did not expect 
ſo ready a compliance to my deſires 
© I did not deſerve it at your hands 
| Ee a who 
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I who murdered Louiſa, and behaved 
© ſoungratefully, ſo wickedly, to you !' 
I was moved to ſee him ſo touched with 
ſorrow, and advancing, preſſed him in 
my arms, whilſt the tears ſtood in my 
eyes; and replied, © Deareſt Sir—my 
father for I muſt ever call you ſfo— 
© forget whatever injuries were done 
© to mel forget them for ever—you 
© are puniſhed enough, Sir, 1n the loſs 
of our dear and excellent Louiſa !— 
Can ] forget you are her father—and, 
© though oppreſſed with the ſame ſor- 
© row, will ever behave to you with 
duty and affection, and ſtrive to 
© leſſen your woes, or mix my own 
£ with them !'—* Ah, generous youth!“ 
he returned, © how could I be blind 
© to ſo much merit? =Oh! if the dear 
* girl were now alive—ſhe ſurely thould 
be thine; but, ſince it cannot be re- 
© called—come, live with me the ſo- 
© lace of my age—and accept of all 
© that I can give at my dectaſe |— That 
 wretch, that villain—that bane to 
© my happineſs—ſeduced me !—PBut, 
© no doubt, you have heard it all—the 
© ſad, the fatal fory!*——* I have, dear 
© Sir—you are excuſable, and highly 
ſo.— I accept your kind propoſal of 


© living with you, and chearing my 


© Louiſa's father in his troubles—for 
* fortune I have enough—and long for 
© nothing now—ſo much in life—as to 


e puniſh, to chaſtiſe, that baſeſt wretch, 


© your execrable villainous nephew !* 
Fidele broke in, and, hanging about 
my neck, repeated oft her lady's name 
with mine—her dear friend and pa- 
tron, her Mr, Thompſon; and when 
wie were taking our leave, and retiring 
through the gate, an honeſt- looking 
man and woman, whom I did not re- 


collect, gave me a thouſand bleſſings, 


and prayed for my long life and pro- 
3 I ſtood ill, and, after return- 
ing their compliments, enquired how 


I came to merit ſuch a ſhare of their 
reſpect. The man replied, with ſome 


emotion, * Pear Sir, if you have for- 
got us, we ſhall ever remember your 
© bountiful goodneſs to us, as well as 
* that of our dear lady departed.” I 
then began to recolle& ſomewhat of 
their faces, and found it was the poor 
exciſeman and his wife, whom my dear 
Loviſa had ſo charitably relieved, and 
to whom I made a preſent at my de- 
pris for London ſo many years ago. 

ſaluted the woman, and, taking the 
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man by the hand, enquired if I could 
be of any ſervice to them now. If I 
could, I was very ready to do it; but 
he replied, Sir, your goodneſs over. 
comes me; but I want. nothing at 
« preſent, and have every thing in the 
« ſervice of Sir Walter that we can de- 
© fre; for when he underſtood that we 
© had been the objects of my late young 
© lady's charity, he took us into his 
© houſe, making me his bailiff, and 
my wife his laundry-maid, and has 
© been infinitely kind to me ever 
© fince,* I was charmed to hear theſe 
inſtances of his regard to Louiſa's me- 
mory, and found every thing ſo ſitu- 
ated, that we had little oppoſition te 
fear, even if he knew his daughter's 
real ſtory. | | 

I had preſented Mr. Sharpley to him, 


who was going, though unknown to 


him, to be his nephew; and he re- 


ceived him as the ſon of a gentleman 
he eſteemed ; and upon our mention 
ing the brilliant aſſembly that was 
coming down to the marriage of Mr, 
Diaper, and thoſe of ſome other friends, 
he generouſly offered his houſe alſo fo 

their accommodation. | 
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THEY RETURN TO MR. BELLAIR'S 
_—ALLSET OUT FOR MR, THOMP- 
SON'S — ARRIVE THERE — HOW 
THEY ARE DISPOSED OF —HE 
MAKES A PROPOSAL TO SIR WAL- 
TER —SIR WALTER CONSENTS 
TO IT—FIDELE INTRODUCED TO 
HER LADY—TRUMAN FALLS IN 
LOVE — MAKES A REQUEST TO 
THOMPSON—HE GRANTS HIS BE- 
SIRE, AND MAKES LOUISA AN 
ADVOCATE FOR HIM —FIDELE 


GRANTS HIS SUIT, AND OBTAINS _ 


SIR WALTER'S LEAVE TO MARRY 
HIM. , 


[TE ftaid about a week longer 
with our parents; and now, 
longing to behold our miſtreſſes, ac- 
companied by my father, Mr. Sharp- 
ley, and Mr. Archer, we ſet out for 
Mr. Bellair's, and once more rejoined 
the dear objects of our affection, and 
gave our company an account of Sir 
Walter's diſpoſition; at which my 
Louiſa was tranſported, and ſaid, © I 
think, my dear Thompſon, I had 
6 better 
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© better die in earneſt: you ſee you 
* may have thergſtate without the in- 


© cumbrance of a wife,'" Ah, Ma- 


£ dam!* I replied, you know me too 
« well to think I can ever bear a ſmil- 
© ing ſentence of*that ſort from you; 
© without you, all the riches and plea- 
© ſures in the world would be diſtaſte- 


ful.“ When my father came for- 


ward at firſt to ſalute her, ſhe would 
have fallen upon her knees; but he 


« caught her in his arms, called her þzs 
ſweet daughter—his angtl—and told 


her, her revival would add twenty 
years to his life. Mr. Archer and 


Nr. Sharpley, in their turns, expreſſed 


how much they were affected with the 
fight of her; and all our company were 
charmed with the preſence of theſe 
three gentlemen. It was agreed that 
y Louiſa ſhouly wear a maſk till ſhe 
got into private at my father's ; and, 
every thing being ſetiled, we let, out 
for that loved place; but were quite 
ſurprized, at about a mile from the 
houſe, to meet twenty runners, all 
dreſſed in rural pomp, with ribbands 
and flowers, being the young men of 
my father's pariſh, and almoſt all th« 
gentlemen and farmers on horſeback, 
who came to welcome us, and precede 
us through the villages, where all the 
bells rung our welcome. We thanked 
the honeſt people for theſe teſtimonies 
of their reſpect, and when we alighted, 


Mr. Diaper threw a handful of money 


amongſt the runners, whoſe example 


was followed by myſelf, Mr, Good- 
will, and Sharpley ; and the gentlemen 


were invited to partake of a cold re- 


paſt, which was prepared by my mo- 


ther for our refreſhment. Louiſa and 


Madam Rich, with Serena, went into 


a back parlour with my mother; where, 
when ſhe had unmaſked, the ſcene be- 
tween-them was too delicately melting 
and tender to be deſcribed; and, 
© Deareſt mamma !'—* Sweeteſt, molt 
excellent daughter!—lovely Lou- 
: iſa!' was all they could, for a long 
time, utter. The two ladies were 


tranſported with the converſation of 
this good woman, who, in her turn, 


conceived a great affection for them; 
and, as Louiſa could not appear pub- 
lickly yet, nor. her aunt or couſin, Sir 
Walter's ſervants knowing them, ſhe 
ſpent the remainder of the day in their 
company; to which the other lagies 
frequently paid viſits, 
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Sir Walter came to my father's, un- 
expectedly, as ſoon as we arrived, to 
compliment the company, and to give | 
a general invitation to them to his 
houſe; and behaved more chearfully 
than he had done for a long time be- 
fore, often embracing me and m 

friend Diaper, and calling us his chil. 
dren. He was known to all the com- 
pany preſent, who had moſt of them 
{pent ſome time in Yorkſhire, after 


my departure for the Indies; and, as 


to the Bellair's, they were an ancient 
family, and well known to him be- 
fore, It was agreed, that Mr. and 
Madam Goodwill, with their equi- 
page, ſhould go to Mr. Archer's; Mr. 
Bellair and his lady, and ſervants, to 
Mr. Sharpley's; Mr. Diaper and his 
wile, with Prig, to Sir Walter's; and 
Madam Rich, Serena, Louiſa, and 
Miſs Sukey, to remain at my father's. 
As to Diaper, Sharpley, myſelf, and 
ruman, who I inſiſted ſhould always 
now be treated and live like a gentle- 
man, we had beds provided for us at 
our old friend Solfa's, which we liked, 
as being nearer our miſtreſſes, than any 
other ſituation. Our preſence diffuſed. 
gladneſs all around the country, and 
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood 
vied with each other in the games and 
ſports they exhibited, upon occaſion of 
having ſuch good company amongſt 
them. As it was thought proper, on 
account of the concealment, I was 
forced to go to York for a licence for 
my intended marriage: but, as to'Mr. 
Sharpley and Mr. Diaper, my father 
bade the banns in his church, which he 
thought the molt primitive and regular 
way. All things being ſettled for the 
happy moment that was to unite ſuck 
faithful lovers, and ſt being to be per- 
formed in three days time, I, one 
morning, took Sir Walter aſide, and 
began to talk to him thus. My fa- 


© ther, I have a favour to beg of you: 


© my Louiſa is no more! and it is vais 
now to lament for what we cannot 
recal.. Oh! were ſhe but alive, I 
ſhould be happy. My father has 
perſuaded me, for ſome family rea- 

ſons, to marry. I have paid m 
addreſſes to a young lady of birth 
and fortune, and ſhe has yielded to 
my ſuit. You might once have 
made me happy, but that is paſt; 
and, as I could not receive my Lou- 
iſa at your hands, grant me the fa. 
* your 
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© -your to give away this lady to me at 
© the altar, and adopt her for your 
© child.* The old gentleman wept, 
and reproached himſelf for his former 
eruelty and folly; but, at length, con- 
ſented to do as I propoſed, for which I 
returned him'my utmolt acknowledg- 
ments. 1 farther requeſted of him, 
that he would fuffer Fidele to attend 


upon her till the marriage was over, 


which he, with great readineſs, grant- 
ed alſo. I told that good creature, 
that my mother deſired to ſee her, and 
the went over to ouf houſe directly, 
where ſhe every day, ſince my depar- 
ture, had vilited. That dear woman 
and Mrs. Goodwill, after careſſing 
Her, and-introducing her to the reſt of 
the company, carricd her into the room 
where her lady was playing upon the 
Rarpſichord to Serena, Miſs Sukey, 
and Mrs. Bellair, She roſe up, and 
the poor girl, the minute ſhe ſaw her, 
fwooned away, only crying out, Good 
God! They brought her to ber- 
felf; her miſtreſs embraced her, and 
was never tired of beſtowing kiſſes and 


_ preſſures upon her, which ſoon con- 


vinced her ſhe was fleſh and blood. 
She heard her lady's ſtory with admi— 


ration, like that one would expreſs at 


ſeeing -a perſon riſe from the grave; 
and, falling upon her knees, cried, 
© Oh! did I ever expect to be ſo hap- 
© py!* whilſt tears of joyous affection 
tickled faſt from her eyes. | 

Truman, as ſoon as I returned 
home, begged me to walk into the 
garden, and furprized me, when he 
told me, that he hoped, as he had long 
and faithfully ſerved me, I would con- 
tribute to make him happy. I love 
6 Fidele, Sir, have loved her ever ſince 


6 J rſt ſaw her; and I ſhall never be 
« eaſy, if I have not her heart and 


perſon. It is true, Sir, I am ſome- 
what older than ſhe is; but, when I 
was down before in Yorkſhire, after 
I came from India, 1 paid my ad- 
dreſſes to her, and believe ſhe was 
not indifferent to my offers; and 
one motive to her condeſcenſion was, 


you. | She will ſoothe my future 
hours; and has imbibed ſuch excel- 
lent principles from my lady, that 
ſhe will be in herſelf a vatuable for- 
tune. Do, Sir, ſpeak to Miſs Lou- 
iſa; and, with her, endeavour to 
mcline her to marry me.“ I was 10 
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pleaſed to hear this; chat T could nb? 


enough expreſs my ſatisfaction, and 


eee to do all in my power to ſerve 
im; accordingly, I ſpoke to my Lou. 
iſa, who was as pleaſed as myſelf to 
hear it; and we both, in a proper 
manner, ſpoke to Fidele; particularly 
Louiſa repreſented him, as he really 
was, a very worthy and excellent man, 
a good friend of mine, beloved by us 
both, and one, who, in perſon and 
temper, was formed to make a woman 
happy. In ſhort, we ſoon diſcovered, 
by her eyes and her anſwers, that ſhe 
loved him as much as he loved her; 
and, bluſhingly, ſhe told us ſhe would 
be ruled in any thing by us. Tru- 
man was all extaſy -when he heard of 
her compliance, and I went with hm 
to Sir Walter, and repreſented him, 


and his affairs, in ſuch a light, that 


he readily gave his conſent to her 
leaving him; and this news cauſed 
great mirth and pleaſure to our whole 
company; and we reſolved their mar- 
riage ſhould be performed at the ſame 
time with our ] .. 
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MR. ARCHER THE 'YOUNGFR AR» 
RIVES IN + YORKSHIRE — ANO» 
THER VISITOR CALLS UPON 
THEM — THE FOUR AMIABLE 
PAIR ARE MARRIED—SIR WALs 
TER'S SURPRIZE AND JOY IN | 
DISCOVERING HIS DAUGHTE R=— 
HE PAYS: HER FORTUNE, AND 
MAKES OVER AN ESTATE TO 
THEM— THEIR GUESTS DEPART 
—HAPPINESS THAT SUCCEEDS 
THOMPSON'S MAKRIAGE=—CON- 
 CLUSION, | | 


TRE next day Mr. Archer brought 
up a gentleman from his houſe, 

that, to my great ſatisfaion, I found 
to be his fon, whoſe preſence, on the 
preſent happy occaſion, was prodig1- 
ouſly agreeable to Sharpley and we 
ſelf; and he was overjoyed when he 
heard how our affairs ſtood, My fa- 
ther and mother almoſt overwhelmed 
him with kindneſs; and, being pre- 
ſented to all our good friends, they 
conceived ſo good an opinion of him, 
as to give him, at once, a place in theiy 
eſteem ; but this was not the only un- 
expected viſitor that arrived, for a gene 
tleman 
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tleman alighted ax my father's, attend- 
ed by ſeveral ſervants; and aſked for 
me. I came to him, and he accoſted 
me with great gentility, and ſaid, that 


he had heard my name mentioned at 


the next town, as juſt arrived from 
abroad, and that I was ſurrounded 


with numerous friends; though un- 


known at preſent to me, he had for- 


merly done me ſome ſervices, and was 


reſolved to leave the road, and make 
one in our happy foctety, and congra- 


tulate me on my arrival in England. 
T returned him thanks, and introduced 


him to our company; at the ſame time 
telling him I was ſorry ſo to forget my 


obligations, as not even to have the 


ich, who heard his voice from the 


next room, and what had paſſed, with 
Sarena and Louiſa, none being preſent 


but thoſe who were in the ſecret of her 


being alive, preſſing towards him, 


cried, * Ah, Colonel Williams! how 
© lucky we are to ſee you here!” This 
name, and the compliments that paſſed 
between them, gave me to underſtand, 


that it was that generous gentleman 
Louiſa had mentioned with fo much 
diſtinction: nor was I miſtaken; but 


he was ſo ſurprized to ſee my adora- 
ble, that, for ſome time, he could 
hardly recover himſelf, till, being let 


into the heads of our adventures, he 


broke forth into congratulations upon 
our happineſs; and we perſuaded him 
to ſtay with us till our marriages were 
performed, to Which, with joy, he 
conſented. His preſence put ùs upon 
talking wout the ſquire, who now 
lived a brutiſh, ſottiſh life, at his little. 
eftate at Doncaſter: for my part, I was 
ſo eaſy at preſent, that I ſeldom 
thought of him; and, when I did, it 


was not revengefully, but with abſo- 


late pity and contempt; and we all 
agreed, that, if he remained quiet, it 


was not worth while to uſe him as he. 


deſerved, my father concluding with 
the poet ; 


It is puniſhment enough to be a villain!“ 


Now morn, her roſy ſteps in th' eaſtern 
© clime 


© Advancing, ftrew'd the earth with orient. 
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The morn, the gladſome morn! that 


was to make the lovely cauſe of afl my 


e to recollect his face. Madam 


cares and pains for ever, ever, mine. 
It was in the joyous month of May, 
when nature all around bloomed odo- 
rous ſweets, that forth iſſued our bliſs- 


ful brides, but chief my Louiſa— 


— Dreſsd in rich array 3 

* Freth as the month, and, as the morning, 
ç fair; ; 

© Adown her ſhoulders fell her length of. 

6. hair: 

© Ribbands and gems her braided treſſes 

; 3. ill, 

© The reft hung looſe, and wanton'd in the 

5 wind,” . 


A gown of white damaſk, richly em- 
broidered, ſhaded her tranſporting beau- 
ties, which received til] greater luſtre 


by the crimſon bluſhes that overſpread 


her lovely face; and her eyes put to 
ſhame the cluſters of diamonds that 
were ſpread all over her hair and bo- 
ſom ! Serena and Miſs Bellair were as 
richly dreſſed; but Fidele had, with 
becoming modeſty, contrived to ſuit 
her habit a little to her former condi- 
tion. We ſeized their willing, yet 
reluftant, hands; and, followed by 
our admiring friends, and wondering 
neighbours, proceeded to the church; 
Sir Walter, at my deſire, having once 
more caſt off his mourning, and dreſſed 

himſelf in rich cloaths fuitable to the 
occaton. Louiſa put on her maſque 
as ſoon as he appeared; which he wone 
dering at, I told him I was forced to 
indulze her modeſty, by letting her be 
married thus veiled. He ſurveyed her 


ſhape and ſtature as we walked along; 


and, fetching a ſad figh, wiped his 
eyes, endeavouring, however, to con- 
ceal his emotion under an air of affect. 
ed gaiety. My father joined our hands” 
in the holy tie, and we were edified 


with the grave and truly apoſtolical air 


with which he performed the ſacred. 
ceremony. Aﬀter it was over, Sir 
Walter inſiſting upon ſupplying the 


_ marriage-feaſt, we adjourned to his 


houſe, where the whole neighhourhood 
was alſo invited; and, juſt before we 
ſat down to dinner, my father called 
him afide into a room, where only 
Louiſa and her aunt, both ſtill maſqued, 
and he and myſelf, were, and addreſſed 
him thus—* Sir Walter, Providence. 
orders all things for the beſt; and 
* this day, by means no one ever could 
« think of, has made us all happy. 
s If theſe young WET ATE 

little 
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220 : | / 


* increaſe the pleaſure you will feel, I 
am ſure, when, in my ſon's wife 


in Mrs. Thompſon—you will diſoo- 


ver your long-loſt Louiſa!' Upon 
which the unmaſked, and we knelt be- 
fore him, and intreated his bleſſing. 
He was motionleſs ſome time—but 
foon diſcovered it was really his daugh- 
ter; and, without enquiring into the 
affair, embraced us one after another, 
bleſſed us, and jumped and danced 


about in ſuch a manner, that any one 


would have thought him diſtracted. 
A+ length he reſumed himſelf, and we 
ſhed tears in concert; and my Louiſa 
hung about his neck, whilſt he held 
her faſt in his arms, crying, every now 


and then, It is ſhe herſelf, and I am 


© happy—bleſled for ever!' And when 
his liſter diſcovered herſelf, and had 
informed him ſuccinctly of all this 
wondrous turn of fortune, he was 
amazed, and told her he would love 
her better than himſelf as long as he 
lived. Nothing but joy reigned through - 
out the whole vicinity: the houſe was 
full of delight and pleaſure. Abroad, 
every green ſward was exerciſed by 
the gambols of our country ads and 
and, Louiſa's return being 
noiſed abroad, the hearts of all that 
knew us ran over with ſatisfaction.— 
Sharpley was preſented to Sir Walter 
as his nephew, and he received him 
with the utmoſt goodneſs —buſled Se- 
rena, and was quite inebriated with 
his felicity. 
my lovely conſort, © I am as good as 
© my word, and have not only married 
© with your conſent, but you have 
c given me away with your own hands.” 
Ves, he replied, * it is true; and, 
< if I could, I would give thee away 


© an hundred times over to that wor- 


© thy youth, my dear Joey !—So make 
©. haſte, my boy, and make me a grand- 


father. I bowed—Louiſa bluſhed. 


Oh! the delightful moments I paſſed 


this night in the arms of this adorable 
end of all my wiſhes! even luxuriant 
fancy cannot paint in colours equal to 
the truth! Ch, life! how art thou 
improved by a virtuous and lawful 
© intercourſe with theſe delightful com- 
© panions, theſe ſoft, melting recom- 
© penſcrs of all our pains and nume- 
6 rous cares!“ 

We were complimented next morn- 


ing by all our friends, who ſpent a 
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© little ſtratagem with you, it was to 


© You ſee, papa, ſaid 


of life, 


* 
0 


fortnight more with us; and they had 
the pleaſure to ſee Sir Walter pay me 
the twelve thouſand pounds that was 
his daughter's, and he made over the 
eſtate in our neighbourhood, of near 
one thouſand pounds per annum, to us 
and our heirs. Mr. Goodwill and his 
lady repaired to their country-houſe; 
Mr. Diaper and Mrs. Diaper, with 


my friend and his charming ſpouſe, 


went with Mr. Bellair and his wife 
to their ſeat, to ſpend ſome time be. 
fore they returned to London; and 
Sharpley, with his dear Serena and 
Colonel Williams, accompanied Ma- 
dam Rich to the eſtate in Somerſetſhire, 
which they were to poſſeſs at her death. 
Prig accompanied Mr. Archer the 

ounger to London, where he was g0- 
ing to ſettle in the profeſſion of a wine- 


merchant ; and our adieus were ſenſi- 


bly touching to us all: but, as our 
fortunes were all conſiderable enough 
to viſit each other in the moſt diftant 
parts we could ſettle in, we comforted 
ourſelyes with the thoughts of fre- 
quently ſeeing each other again, and 


the promiſe of correſponding conſtant- 


ly by letter. Mr. Archer and Mr. 
Sharpley each ſet out with his ſon for 
ſome months; fo that now our happi- 
neſs was quite domeſtick. Truman 
bought a pretty eſtate in our neigh- 
bourhood, where he happily ſtill lives 
with our Fidele, and often viſits us, 
ſtill preſerving that modeſty and diſcre- 
tion that made every one love him. As 
to myſelf, I enjoy, my gentle reader, 
in the ſociety of my charming wife, 
all thoſe comforts and ſolacements that 
give a man a reliſh, and earneſt deſire, 
Her virtue, and her good. 
ſenſe and prudence, endear her to all 
the world; and I ſtrive to act in ſuch 


a manner as to preſerve that love and 


eſteem from her, that is the principal 
ingredient in conjugal felicity. My 
father and mother are ſtill living, and 
behold in their ſon the good qualities, 
I flatter myſelf, that they early endea- 
voured to inſpire; and are never eaſy a 
day without the fight of my charming 
Louiſa. Sir Walter lives with us, an 

is hearty and well, and like to ſurvive 
long enough to ſee his ſecond genera- 
tion riſe to maturity; for already 1 
have been bleſſed with two fine chil- 
dren, a boy and a girl, who are the very 


pictures of. their angelick mother. 


now 


Our &orreſpondences with, and 
5 and 
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and then the ſight of our dear friends 
add greatly to our happineſs; and I 
reckon myſelf, at preſent, at the ſum- 
mit of human felicity. | 
Thus, through a long and toilſome 
pilgrimage of woe, attended with few 
real delights, I have attained that ſet- 
tled ſtate of pure, uncorrupted bliſs, 
that we are all, in different routs, wan- 


dering after; and I hope my papers 
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may happily fall into ſuch proper hands 
as will improve by my misfortunes; 
and, by avoiding vice and folly, with 
all their attendant ills, acquire the 
ſame ſerenity that is at length my hap. 
py lot: and as, with my Louiſa, I pur- 
ſue a conſtant courſe of benevolence 
and kindneſs to our fellow-creatures, 
I hope, with Dryden— | 


Wie ever ſhall be bleſs'd - ho live to bleſs? 
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